February 3, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on February 3, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): ( Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield, expressed his concern regarding numerous feral cats near his property.  Tribune reporter, Carl Nelson, offered to get the number to a place in Ellensburg that may be able to help.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Kittitas County Notice of Application – this is regarding a WCT tower and associated equipment near Jenkins Drive.  ( Thank you from Hope Source – they thanked Mayor DeVere for the Town’s letter of support for their Dial-A-Ride and Kittitas County Connector Programs.
PEOPLE: N/A    
MINUTES: Minutes from January 20, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the weight restriction signs will remain in place until more favorable weather conditions dry out the ground; he is reorganizing the shop to have everything in order once the water main replacement project starts; there are surplus shop items that are inoperable or not used; and, HLA has requested it be in the minutes that the Town intends to vacate the Town’s easement on East Madison after the water main replacement project is completed.  Following a brief discussion, the Mayor and council agreed that the Town does intend to vacate this easement.
CLERK – Luanne reported that the contract with the Public Works Board has been signed and is good to go; she sent an email to the Town Prosecutor regarding the nuisance violation letters that were sent out a few weeks ago, but has not heard back from him; will be starting the USDA Report soon as it is due at the end of this month; the Town phone is not working correctly and Centurylink will be here on Thursday to hopefully fix it and in the meantime, she is using the Town cell phone to call people back; and, TempControl is still waiting on a part for the Mini split. 
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported the department is moving forward with the stickers, patches and t-shirts.  Mayor DeVere thanked him for the great designs. There are 9 volunteers as of right now on the department; completed the monthly inspection on the truck and placed the new SCBAs on it; continues to work on the interlocal agreement with the DNR in hopes of getting access to their surplus gear because they need a RIT bag; and, Cle Elum’s Medic Unit is moving forward to being placed here in the bay.
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer, reported that it’s most likely going to be a drought year and to get any fire wising done sooner that later and that the Sheriff’s Department is now fully staffed.
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – January 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes were available for review.  Ditsworth asked if the property owner with the permit to build a shop knew when he would start building.  Planning commissioner Cushing said as soon as he completed the survey.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that the America250 Committee is still looking for a volunteer from the Town, to which Sandretto said she is interested; the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan for the county is also looking for a representative from the council.
COUNCIL – McGuire asked again about the VRBO that is still listed and mentioned people living in a trailer at 608 Garfield.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to SafeBuilt to take a look.  Ditsworth advised everyone that if you see suspicious activity, report it to the Sheriff’s Department.  
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9273 – 9283:     


$    6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,197.88



EFT to Juris Payroll:




$       500.00



EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    5,125.99



EFT to Luanne Payroll:



$    3,859.51



Treasurer Checks 9284 – 9291:


$  18,508.70
EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    1,964.90
EFT to USCellular:




$       152.36
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Violation notice was posted on property and mailed on January 15, 2026; waiting on a response from the Town Prosecutor.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Violation notice was handed to the property owner and mailed on January 15, 2026; waiting on a response from the Town Prosecutor.  ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – HLA will put the ad in the paper on February 12, 2026 and sealed bids will be opened on March 5, 2026. ( Building Plans Approval –continue to investigate ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.  Mayor DeVere will call the Town Attorney to see if there is a type of variance that could be used.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Ordinance No. 666, Amending Chapter Two, Personnel and Administration – after minimal discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 666 as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  ( Resolution No. 2/3/2026, Surplus Council Table and Chairs plus various public works supplies – Allenbaugh made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2/3/2026 as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:55
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