March 17, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on March 17, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  McGuire made a motion to excuse Kasowski, which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): Tiffany Babcock-Christman, 815 Lincoln, shared her concerns about her neighbor bringing up the idea of lowering the speed limit throughout Town.  Recently, her neighbor’s dog was hit by a car and perished, unfortunately.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: COG Meeting Minutes from 2/18/2026, were available for the council to review.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from March 03, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he contacted Puget Sound Energy regarding the streetlight that is out on the corner of Main Street and Washington Avenue and a repair crew will fix it when available; plowed snow on Saturday, 3/15/2026; and, he and the Mayor attended the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Municipal Subgroup meeting last Thursday to discuss the possibility of another water curtailment this summer due to the 2026 water supply.
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – No report 
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer provided a report for the month of February for review. 
ATTORNEY – Jeff asked the council about the nuisance code he shared with them at the last meeting and if anyone had any suggestions.  He offered a few different ideas, including the idea of adding a section on code enforcement and reaching out to the county to see if they would be interested in working for the Town through some kind of part-time contract. 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that Cle Elum will be hosting a joint council meeting at the Senior Center on 3/30/2026 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss and explore ways and means of combining the nearby municipal fire departments with Fire District #7.
COUNCIL – Sandretto asked who to contact for the 250-year celebration and was informed to contact Bryan Elliot; Allenbaugh reported that Wilderness Ridge would be at 712 Cleveland tomorrow to do some tree clean up.
CLAIMS: Allenbaugh moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9324 - 9333:     


$  33,516.32



EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Town Prosecutor has filed the infraction and will soon file separate criminal actions against Higginbotham.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Town Prosecutor has filed the infraction and will soon file separate criminal actions against Adcox. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – final determination letter from Public Works Board concluding Executive Order 21-02 compliance requirements for the project. ( Building Plans Approval for 607 Sixth Street – BHC recommends waiting to update the code until the Comprehensive Plan update later this year which will consolidate the public process and SEPA environmental review.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( HLA Recommendation of Award for Town Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Mayor DeVere read through the recommendation, which was followed by a lengthy discussion regarding the contractor determined to have the lowest responsive and responsible bid.  Town Attorney then suggested to invite the engineers here for a special meeting to answer questions then make a decision to accept the recommendation or take other action.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:56
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