April 7, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on April 7, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Ditsworth, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Sandretto made a motion to excuse Allenbaugh and Kasowski, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Preliminary Short Plat Application for 911 Westside Road – this was emailed to both the council and attorney and there were no comments. ( Josh White, 814 Cleveland, Water Leak Adjustment Request – Luanne made a phone call to Josh when she noticed their high usage and Josh found the leak and fixed it.  Ditsworth made a motion to adjust their bill to the base rate of $210.98 from $2,822.28, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  ( Matt Martinson, Marie #1 Caboose, Water Leak Adjustment Request – Luanne made a phone call to Matt when she noticed his high usage and Matt had already addressed the leak and fixed it.  Ditsworth made a motion to adjust his bill to the base rate of $210.98 from $5,241.20, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PEOPLE: Sharon Lawrence, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) – presented a proclamation to make April the National Child Abuse Prevention Month and explained what CASA has been doing the past year along with the importance or preventing child maltreatment and reporting to the police.   
MINUTES: Minutes from March 17, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Sandretto which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  Minutes from March 24, 2026, special meeting were accepted upon motion by Ditsworth which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that there will be a preconstruction meeting here at Town Hall on Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.; he has started sprinkling the park and Town Hall; weight restriction signs have been pulled; and KRD is predicting a possible water curtailment this summer 
CLERK – Luanne reported that the park host from last year stopped by and mentioned he is ready any time, and she received a call from a customer regarding a late fee in hopes of the Town waiving it due to not receiving the bill in the mail because they were in the hospital.  After some discussion, Sandretto made a motion to not waive the late fee as this would be gifting of public funds and should not be waived under any circumstances, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported that hose testing would be done tomorrow at District 6 and the department received a $965 EMS grant to purchase new supplies.
POLICE – Chief Deputy, Ben Kokjer reported that there haven’t been a whole lot of calls which is good and encouraged people that if they see something to say something; the department is fully staffed and have patrolling South Cle Elum with over 20 stops today.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he has reviewed the construction contract for the Water Main Replacement Project and it is good to sign; continues to look into updating the code’s nuisance violation section and including a code enforcement officer section and using the county code to use as an example.
PLANNING COMMISSION – Letter of interest from Jeremy Clark.  After minimal discussion, Mayor DeVere appointed him to fill one of the vacant positions on the planning commission.
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that the joint council meeting at the Senior Center on March 30, 2026 to discuss and explore ways and means of combining the nearby municipal fire departments with Fire District #7 went okay as citizens got emotional sharing their thoughts and, in the end, nothing was accomplished.
COUNCIL – Sandretto asked about the short-term rental on Broadway and Jeff offered to look into it; Ditsworth asked how the Town would be affected by the recent meeting with Fire District #7.
CLAIMS: Ditsworth moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9334 - 9344:     


$   6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$   3,197.88




EFT to Juris for Payroll:



$      500.00




EFT to Matt for Payroll: 



$   5,126.91




EFT to Luanne for Payroll: 



$   3,857.49




Treasurer Checks 9345 – 9359:


$ 68,356.74



EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,555.22




EFT to Dept. L&I 1st Qrt.:



$      724.96




EFT to WA Cares 1st Qrt.:



$      222.09




EFT to Empl. Sec. 1st Qrt.:



$        71.42




EFT to Paid Family 1st Qrt.:



$      309.07



EFT to Merchant Services:



$      522.63



EFT to US Cellular:




$      152.36
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Town Prosecutor reported that the court is still waiting for a response from Higginbotham, however he will have an upcoming court hearing.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Town Prosecutor reported that Adcox appeared in court on March 30, 2026 and agreed to pay $250 for the infraction.  The Prosecutor advised the Town to give him 60 days to finish cleaning up with a check-in in 45ish days and he will file criminal charges against him if nothing is done. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Preconstruction meeting here at Town Hall and available virtually on Thursday April 9, 2026.  Fury Site Works has indicated that they want to start work as soon as possible. 
NEW BUSINESS:  ( National Child Abuse Prevention Proclamation – Mayor DeVere read the proclamation in its entirety stressing that we must work together as a community to increase awareness about child abuse.  The council unanimously made a motion to have the Mayor sign the Proclamation to make April National Child Abuse Prevention Month. ( Ordinance No. 668, Annexing Certain Territory within the Boundaries of the Town – Jeff explained that this was done last May as a Resolution and needs to be an Ordinance according to the Washington State Office of Financial Management.  McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 668 as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  ( Ordinance No. 669, NFC Northwest, LLC Franchise Agreement – after some discussion regarding the similarities in the two agreements, the Town attorney advised council to table this until the next meeting. ( Ordinance No. 670, Ziply Fiber Pacific, LLC Franchise Agreement – after some discussion regarding the similarities in the two agreements, the Town attorney advised council to table this until the next meeting as well.  ( Authorization for Mayor DeVere to sign the Contract Documents for the Townwide Water Main Replacement Project – McGuire made a motion to give Mayor DeVere authorization to sign the contract, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:55
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