March 18, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on March 18, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire, however, Allenbaugh amended his motion to move item 5 in unfinished business to an executive session, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Letter from Higginbotham regarding violation extension – Mayor DeVere read the letter aloud and Amber Higginbotham asked to respond.  She indicated that they had reached out to SafeBuilt regarding some of the violations but hadn’t heard back and went on to say that they are doing their best and asked for support from the community.
( Minutes from COG’s February 19, 2025, meeting – were available for council review and the Mayor mentioned that the next meeting was going to be held in Cle Elum on March 19, 2025.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from March 04, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that HLA confirmed that the Town has 78 more sewer connections available due to the upgraded Lift Station and check valve repacement; survey crews were in Town last Friday and will be using drones for the upcoming water main replacement project; continues working on the bench; meter reading will start back up next week; MRSC responded with information on ADUs – any municipality planning under the Growth Management Act is required to comply with the new ADU rules.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she submitted a grant request to Representative Schrier on March 10, 2025 and continues to work on the submissions to Senators Cantwell and Murray; and a concern about the flag at the post office was called in and Kasowski said in the past he has helped maintain it and would check on it tomorrow. 
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that the SCBA equipment has been secured, and he is waiting on an invoice before arranging to pick up the equipment; and he attended a meeting with county chiefs regarding auto aide agreements for high acuity calls through KITTCOM and will be presenting a draft of the agreement.
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – Jeff presented a draft of documents concerning the annexation of the Lagoon property and explained the process of completing the annexation including a public hearing; he asked to add an item under new business giving Luanne authority to sign the notice of petition to get the process started; reported that the parking code covers a lot of things and he needs clarification on what needs to be changed and suggested setting up a study session, open to the public, before the next meeting.   
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere thanked everyone for the nice birthday wishes.
COUNCIL – Sandretto responded to the email regarding the Law & Justice Council for the County and found out when the meetings were and is interested in representing the Town.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8889 – 8901:     


$  30,339.52
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Jason and Amber said they were making progress and have removed some of the cars and plan to sell the property because they don’t feel supported by the Town and have inquired about a storage unit.  Allenbaugh made a motion to grant an extension to the violation notice in the duration of two weeks, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote with one dissenting vote by McGuire.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – the Town Prosecutor filed papers with the court on March 18, 2025.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne reported that Senator Cantwell’s office said the Congressionally Directed Spending for FY25 funding requests were ALL eliminated on March 14, 2025 meaning the Town would not be receiving the $1,340,000 talked about last year.  Luanne also reported that Candie Leader, from the County Public Works Department put the agreement for the .09 money on the agenda for March 18, 2025 for the commissioners to sign.
( Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Following Matt’s report, it is clear that the Town will be required to allow ADUs in the upcoming future.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to reach out to BHC and let them know the Town would like to include this in the comp plan update.
( Jeff Stubbs Property on Washington Avenue – (this was moved to an executive session.)
NEW BUSINESS: ( Notice of Petition and Intent to Annex – after an explanation of the steps needed to complete the annexation from Jeff, Ditsworth made a motion to authorize Luanne to sign the Notice of Petition, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mayor DeVere called for an executive session at 8:00.  The Town Attorney discussed matters relating to agency enforcement actions and potential litigation to which the Town is likely to become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  The Town Attorney also discussed matters relating to litigation or legal risks of a proposed action that the Town has identified when public discussion of the litigation or legal risks is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the Town – RCW 42.30.110(1)(iii) for a total of 10 minutes with no action taken.  Mayor DeVere closed the executive session, and the regular meeting reconvened at 8:10.



Meeting adjourned at: 8:10 
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