DRAFT MINUTES

May 20, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on May 20, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Jordan Peterson - 512 Lincoln, spoke for the Cle Elum Downtown Association regarding the upcoming 4th of July fireworks, stating that they will be doing things a little differently to address parking and underage drinking, in addition, she said the fireworks will be higher in the air this year so more people can see from around town; Michael Carlucci – 617 Lincoln, inquired about lowering the speed limit throughout town to 15 mph to make it safer for families.  Mayor DeVere assigned the Street Committee to look into it.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( COG Meeting Minutes from April 16, 2025 – the minutes were provided in the council packet for council review.
( COG Letter to Senator Judy Warnick regarding Litter & Garbage concerns on I-90 – after a brief discussion, Ditsworth made a motion to give Mayor DeVere authority to sign the letter, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
( Letter from Nick Henderson asking for a leak adjustment – Luanne explained that Mr. Henderson’s March bill was $525.00 and $311.16 in April. In his letter, he stated that he found two leaks and had repaired both.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from May 6, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by McGuire which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that he took an on-line EXCEL class for CEU credits; the Six-Year Street plan is being updated to include Washington Avenue; HLA informed him that they are slightly behind schedule due to weather and the County.
CLERK – Luanne reported she sent out 25 delinquent notices that are due May 27th at 1:00 p.m.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported pump testing will be done August 5th or 6th; found out that the Town has been moved up to moderate level for fire danger and expects the burn ban to go into effect soon; thanked all the EMS volunteers for their hard work, which was echoed by the Mayor on behalf of the council.
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – Resignation letter from Jeff Choyce, Mayor DeVere indicated that there is now a vacancy that needs to be filled.
MAYOR – No report but did ask if anyone had an extremely high Puget Power bill.  A few people said that they had experienced high bills as well due to their bill being “estimated”.  
COUNCIL – Ditsworth inquired about the County Lodging Tax MICRO Grant and mentioned getting new playground equipment or new/more woodchips.  Matt mentioned that the park needs more woodchips and asked if he could reach out to Cle Elum and Roslyn to see if they are interested in going in on a truckload.  The Mayor thought that was a good idea and asked Matt to do so.  Luanne will work on getting pictures and completing the application.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8966 – 8973:     


$126,595.63
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Town Prosecutor informed Luanne that at the mitigation hearing on May 19th, Judge Juris imposed a $100 fine on them and once paid, this part of the case is closed.  They will continue to clean the property.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Town Prosecutor informed Luanne the next court date will be held June 11, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.  Mr. Adcox did appear on his May 14th court date. 
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Luanne reported that she has responded to both Senator Murray’s office and Senator Cantwell’s office regarding some questions they had about the Town’s grant applications; Matt received an email from the Public Works Board stating that they opened applications for FY26 and Luanne is currently working on the application for the Construction Phase for either a very low interest loan or grant.
( Annexation of Town Property – waiting on the County Assessor’s Office.
NEW BUSINESS: ( Resolution 05/20/2025, Cash & Payment Receipting Policy - Luanne explained the policy and after a brief discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Resolution 05/20/2025, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
( Resolution 05/20/2025(2), Amending the Investments Policy – after brief discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Resolution 05/20/2025(2), which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Henderson Water Leak Relief – motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the water leak relief to Nick Henderson to the base rate which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:40 
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