March 04, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on March 04, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing 713 Garfield, had a complaint about a neighbor’s garbage blowing around. The Mayor asked Luanne to reach out to Michelle and have her look into it.  Stephen Ristine confirmed the complaint from Cushing, then asked about the address for the park host and inquired about the Douglas Monroe house he owns.  He would like to restore it back to the original condition, to which the Mayor requested him to put a plan together and bring it to the Town.
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Letter from trailer owners at 402 Cleveland – the council read the letter requesting a variance to leave the trailer on the property for an extended period.  Ristine is the property owner, and he said the occupants would be applying for the park host position.
PEOPLE: Stephen Ristine regarding variance for trailer on property – he addressed this under important correspondence and the letter from the occupants.
MINUTES: Minutes from February 18, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the weight restriction signs are up; he will be addressing R-O-W and alley issues as soon as the weather permits; stop sign at 7th and Madison was replaced due to the pole rotting off; a request to MRSC regarding ADU population requirements was sent, and he is waiting to hear back.
CLERK – Luanne reported that she submitted the Annual Report on February 24, 2025.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate asked Josiah to read his report in his absence.  He reported that KCFD7 reached out to him to create an automatic aid agreement between our fire departments and would be presented to council for review soon; Upper County Training Officers met recently and built the schedule for the next quarter focused on wildland fires, hazardous materials, EVIP (apparatus driving) and pump operations; joint training with the Sheriff’s Department on shoreline water rescue will be happening in the Spring; asked the Mayor for authorization to purchase surplus excellent shape SCBA equipment from a department in King County that would outfit the Town’s engine and allow the department to be up to standards with SCBAs for about $7,500.  The Mayor asked Luanne if it was in the budget and if it was, then he gives authorization for the purchase.  Luanne reported that there was a $10,500 budget for items like this and the Council along with the Mayor approved the purchase.
POLICE – Deputy Z. Green reported that he was covering for Kokjer just to answer any questions and to reinforce that they Sheriff’s Department only follow the County Ordinances, so the Town’s would have to mirror theirs for them to answer calls on issues. 
ATTORNEY – No report
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that he read an article in the Ellensburg newspaper regarding the Upper County Fire Departments joining together into a Fire Authority (or something to that effect).
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh reported that he saw a raccoon on the Cle Elum side of Cleveland wearily walking down the street.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8865 – 8875:     


$    6,517.96
EFT to Henderson Payroll:



$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Juris Direct Deposit:



$       500.00

EFT to MacKenzie Payroll:



$    4,899.11

EFT to Osiadacz Payroll:



$    3,710.57
Treasurer Checks 8876 – 8888:


$  29,898.04

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    1,936.46

EFT to Merchant Services:



$       413.14

EFT to United States Cellular:


$       139.54
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – violation letter was mailed and posted on the property March 03, 2025
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – violation letter was mailed and posted on the property March 03, 2025.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – on-going
( South Cle Elum Community Garden – the committee reported that the Town does not have suitable land or water available for a garden and there would be an insurance requirement.  McGuire made a motion to not support a community garden for these reasons, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) – Luanne shared a follow up email from Abby, Senior Planner at BHC stating two options for the Town: 1) Allow Detached ADUs as “Accessory Buildings” or 2) Adopt an Interim ADU Ordinance.  The committee reported that the Town will wait for a response from MRSC regarding population requirements and feels that, if needed, the Town should proceed with option 2 and adopt an Interim ADU Ordinance subject to the development standards of the underlying zone in which the ADU would be built which would require a SEPA environmental review and Public Hearing before the Planning Commission and recommendation to the Council.  
NEW BUSINESS: ( 2025 Distressed County Sales & Use Infrastructure Improvement Program Agreement with COG – Mayor DeVere briefly read through the Agreement and highlighting that payments would be on a reimbursement basis.  Allenbaugh made a motion to approve the Agreement with COG, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.

( Jeff Stubbs’ Property on Washington Avenue – the Mayor read an email from Michelle, at SafeBuilt from 2019 suggesting next steps for the correction violation and how to proceed, which included the property owner completing a formal SEPA checklist, a wetland report and providing the Town with a Geotech Engineer report.  The Mayor asked Luanne to send the Town’s attorney the email and see what he thinks should happen going forward to resolve the long, overdue violation.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A



Meeting adjourned at: 8:03
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