December 2, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on December 2, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: ( 2026 Water/Sewer Rate Increases – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing to discuss the 2026 Water/Sewer Rate Increases.  Luanne explained the following water increases: $12 due to the Public Works Board Loan, 6.3% from Cle Elum and the annual 3% from the Town. She said the sewer rates would be increasing by 5% from Cle Elum and again the annual 3% from the Town.  Lynn Cooke, Shannon O’Neil and Vern Ahlf all shared concerns about the increases.  Lynn asked if the estimated new rates would be in the paper and if new hookup fees would be increasing along with the rates. Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing.

IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( City of Cle Elum 2026 Regional Water & Sewer Rates – these were discussed during the public hearing, and it was clarified that the 6.3% increase was across the board and included Cle Elum and Suncadia.
( Letter from Hope Source – Mayor DeVere indicated that this was a thank you letter for the Town’s support for Hope Source’s Dial-A-Ride and Kittitas County Connector programs.
PEOPLE: Vern Ahlf – Vern asked the council if a variance for the business license he just paid for at the Lutheran Church, which is a 501c nonprofit organization, would be possible.  Mayor DeVere said that he didn’t think so as this would be considered gifting of public funds, however he asked Luanne to reach out to the Town Attorney for clarification.    
MINUTES: Minutes from November 18, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that HLA provided 90% plans and went over them during a recent meeting showing that the schedule is on track; snow poles have been put up; meters were read and all are working; he is putting together a list of cars that need to be moved out of the rights-of-way; and, received notification that the Town will be receiving a TIB grant to chip seal Washington from Main to South Cle Elum Way.
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that Elk Point has parts ordered for the Engine and will begin the repairs soon; he talked with Chief Mills and Cle Elum will be providing an EMS rig to be parked at the South Cle Elum station by the end of January and will be providing an engine while ours is being repaired; the Town’s Engine will be at the upcoming Christmas parade; he will be released to full duty next week following his knee surgery; and, Colton Kerns was voted in as the new Fire Chief, taking over in January. 
POLICE – Ben Kokjer had one of his deputies report that the Bullfrog Overpass repairs will be starting soon and the Sheriff’s department has a plan to have extra patrols near by to help with traffic.
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – No report 
COUNCIL – Sandretto asked about the VRBO that is still listed online.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9195 – 9205:     


$    6,016.48
EFT to Nate Payroll:




$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00

EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    4,979.54
EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$    3,758.54

Treasurer Checks 9206 – 9217:


$  23,694.54

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    1,956.78

EFT to US Cellular:




$      152.38
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – estimated to go out for bid in January and possibly start construction in March of 2026.
( Building Plans Approval –continue to investigate ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Annual Water/Sewer Rates Ordinance No. 661 – McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 661 as written, which was seconded by Kasowski and passed by majority vote.
( 2025 Budget Amendment Ordinance No. 665 – McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 665 as written, which was seconded by Kasowski and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:45
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