June 02, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on June 02, 2026, with Mayor Pro Tem Allenbaugh presiding. Present was council members Ditsworth, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  McGuire made a motion to excuse Mayor DeVere and Kasowski, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Sandretto to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (5 Minute Limit): Ethan McCrillis, 741 Westside Road further explained his request for an additional water hook-up on his property.  He said the new house would be addressed 741 ½ and the current well would be abandoned.  Sandretto made a motion to grant Ethan an additional water hookup on his property, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Email from Jennifer Freniere, 602 Madison – Mayor Pro Tem Allenbaugh read through the email in its entirety explaining her concerns regarding Memorial Day traffic through Town.  Email from Kyle Walker, 609 Sixth – Kyle was present during the meeting and asked if he could just share the main points of his email, which involved his discussions with WSDOT and Waze area managers regarding the holiday traffic and local access control.  After a lot of discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Allenbaugh assigned the Street Committee to look more into the problem.
PEOPLE: ( Eli Mulberry, BHC Consultant – joining virtually, Eli shared slides going over the Comprehensive Plan Updates in draft form ending with time for discussion and questions. He went through the seven elements of the Plan, new state requirements and housing elements.  After several questions, Eli said folks could visit the Town website to see the draft in its entirety and a link to leave comments.
( Vern Ahlf, 502 Fifth Street – Vern shared concerns he had with the recent holiday traffic, which included fire, accidents and/or medical emergencies and then a possible solution to put up signs urging people to essentially turn around and get back on I-90.  
MINUTES: Minutes from May 19, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by Sandretto which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt left his report for Luanne to share.  He reported that the watermain replacement project is moving along nicely with almost all the alleys between South Cle Elum Way and Sixth Street having the new mainline laid and once the pressure test and bacterial sample have been cleared, services will start to be hooked up.  He noted that there will be notification before any planned water outages.  Matt also reported that there was an 8” main blow out at Gobbler’s Knob Road and Westside last Friday morning at 2:00 A.M. and was fixed around 2:00 P.M.  Lastly, he reported that Washington Avenue has been crack sealed by the County in preparation for chip seal around the end of July, a project funded by TIB. 
CLERK – Luanne reported the Town phone line was cut by the contractors last week and should be repaired on Thursday, for now calls are being forwarded to the Town cell phone; and, the owners of the new Coffee Bar would like to put up a sign on the Welcome Board, however the company who put the last sign up 20 years ago is unsure if they can match the same blue.  After talking with the Mayor, Luanne reached out to the owners to inform them that their sign did not have to be blue and asked about changing the one for the Town to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary, to which the council all agreed on.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton reported that he is waiting for the Town’s new fire rating; and volunteer Kaylee shared a flyer from the Cle Elum Downtown Association regarding America’s 250th Anniversary Museum Day Event at the South Cle Elum Depot on August 8, 2026 from 11:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
POLICE – Chief Deputy Ben Kokjer emailed minutes before the meeting that the deputy he was sending to the meeting got called to an emergency, but he acknowledged that Memorial Day was a traffic headache and the department had eight deputies dedicated to the traffic.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he has reviewed the proposed 6% utility tax Cle Elum passed through Ordinance No. 1726 and will follow up with Mayor DeVere; and, is waiting to hear from the County regarding code enforcement along with building permits.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – No report
COUNCIL – Sandretto asked about the Adcox alley to see if the Town could clean some of it up. 
CLAIMS: McGuire moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9402 - 9412:     


$   6,226.14



EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$   3,197.88



EFT to Juris Payroll:




$      500.00




EFT to Matt Payroll: 




$   5,126.65




EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$   3,859.96




Treasurer Checks 9413 – 9426:


$ 26,096.35




EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,225.51




EFT to US Cellular:




$      152.33
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – no new news from the prosecutor.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – prosecutor did say it was on his list to do the 45-day check. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – project and weekly meetings are moving along.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Deloris Hougardy at 608 Garfield – will need to assess the situation and report to the prosecutor.  McGuire reported that he spoke to a deputy from the Sheriff’s Department and there is someone living in the trailer parked on the property.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Dan Rush at 402 Washington –  will need to assess the situation and report to the prosecutor.  ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – the council all agreed that the Town should move forward with this.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 669, NFC Northwest, LLC Franchise Agreement – after Jeff assured the council that the agreement was fine, Ditsworth made a motion to adopt Updated Ordinance No. 669, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. ( *Updated* Ordinance No. 670, Ziply Fiber Pacific, LLC Franchise Agreement – after Jeff assured the council that the agreement was fine, Ditsworth made a motion to adopt Updated Ordinance No. 670, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 8:20
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