June 03, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on June 03, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski and McGuire.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse Sandretto, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield said the park looked nice.
PUBLIC HEARING: Annexation of Town Property – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing for discussion on the Annexation at 7:02.  Carl Nelson, from the Tribune, asked what the address of the property was.  Town Attorney showed him a map with the property outlined.  There were no comments from the public.  Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( E-mail from Congresswoman Schrier – Luanne summarized the e-mail quoting “Unfortunately, the South Cle Elum Water Main Replacement project has not moved forward.”  
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from May 20, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that the wells were started up May 29th but the power outage over the weekend resulted in them being turned off and they are back on now and running good; the park host has settled in and had the first rental June 2nd; read meters and all are working; HLA has requested him to locate all the water meters throughout Town and has been painting them blue.
CLERK – Luanne reported she submitted the application for the 2025 County Lodging Tax MICRO Grant on May 29th and requested new playground equipment for the park, including two double spring riders – firetruck and school bus, a climbing structure and new underlayment; Town Hall will be closed on Thursday, June 5th for a vacation day. 
FIRE CHIEF – Josiah reported a fire on Mohar Road over the weekend, which South Cle Elum was first on scene and the engine and brush truck are fueled up and ready.
POLICE – Ben Kokjer, Chief Deputy thanked the mayor and council for allowing him to be here and reported that Memorial Day Weekend, other than the extreme weather, was slower than usual; planning for the 4th of July traffic and parking.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he continues to work on the parking ordinance.
PLANNING COMMISSION – Resignation letter from Judy Walker.  Mayor DeVere indicated that there are now two vacancies that need to be filled and regretfully accepted Judy’s resignation. 
MAYOR – No report 
COUNCIL – Ditsworth reported that the street committee got together and looked into what it would entail to have the speed limit reduced in Town.  She reported that it could possibly require a traffic study, high volume of public interest, council approval, etc.  Mayor DeVere asked the Tribune reporter to include a sentence or two and ask folks to slow down through Town; he also asked Luanne to add the item to the agenda for the next council meeting.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8974 – 8984:     


$    6,518.52
EFT to Nate Payroll:




$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40

EFT to Juris Direct Deposit:



$       500.00

EFT to Matt Payroll:




$    4,896.40

EFT to Luanne Payroll: 



$    3,709.58

Treasurer Checks 8985 – 8998:


$  18,543.08

EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,011.14

EFT to US Cellular:




$       139.56




UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – property clean-up is ongoing; however, the mayor is concerned about the $100 fine.  Jeff explained that the Town Code has a lot of dead ends in it and needs to be tightened up.  Mayor DeVere asked him to reach out to the prosecutor and ask about what steps he took to issue the fine.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – property clean-up is ongoing, and the next court date will be held June 11, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.   
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Mayor DeVere said despite the news from Congresswoman Shrier, the project is moving along.  Matt mentioned that HLA will give a presentation at the 30% mark going over design and engineering thus far and will provide cost and funding options. 
NEW BUSINESS: ( Ordinance No. 658, Annexation of Town Property – Jeff went over the ordinance and after some discussion about the steps necessary to complete the annexation, McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 658, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 7:34
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