September 01, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on September 01, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda with an amendment requested by the Mayor to add a line item under new business to appoint someone to the Data Center Advisory Committee which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Carl Nelson, Tribune reporter, said someone from the community asked him to find out about the repairs needing attention on South Cle Elum Way; Matt indicated that they would be addressed before winter.  Peter Waldman, 409 Cleveland, shared concerns about cars speeding down Cleveland and inquired about adding more stop signs throughout Town; Chris Whitsett from the Sheriff’s Department advised him to call KITTCOM and report the incidents. 
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Letter from Brian Tate – Mayor DeVere read the letter and indicated that no response was necessary since the issue with the Red Brush Truck being parked outside has been addressed.  ( Conference of Governments Minutes from 7/15/2026 – the minutes were available for review.  ( Permit Extension for the Wallace Property – Luanne reported that she forwarded this onto the Building Officials as well as the Planning Commission.  ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Application & Environmental Review – proposal from the Washington State Horse Park to construct an eight-foot-tall chain link fence with visual screening slats along the north property line of the Park.  ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Adoption of Existing Documents – regarding Bullfrog Flats Project – Phase M/P4 and the documents prepared for proposals dated as far back as 2002.  
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from August 04, 2026 meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  Mayor DeVere noted that there were no minutes for the August 18th meeting due to not having a quorum.    
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that Cameron has been busy painting, brush clearing and helping Luanne with entering utility receipts; the water project is moving ahead to West Side Road; Reynolds Construction has finished the fence repair; and has ordered “No Thru Traffic” signs to put up during busy weekends to hopefully help with traffic  
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – No report.  
POLICE – Inspector Chris Whitsett reported that the Three Queens Fire has kept them busy with managing messaging for those involved with the fire; the Kittitas County Fair is coming up this weekend, and the Sheriff's Department is providing security; and a new Commissioner was sworn in to replace Cory Wright.  He asked the Mayor and council if they would be interested in a slideshow presentation that he will be sharing with the Commissioners showing stats on the Sheriff’s Department.  With unanimous approval, he will share at an upcoming meeting.  
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported he has talked with Chad Bala regarding the County providing services to the Town and Chad asked Jeff to work on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  Mayor DeVere and the Council agreed that Jeff should prepare the MOU.  Jeff responded to Luanne’s inquiry about hiring Cameron and indicated that the Town did not need to advertise or interview, the Mayor could simply appoint him.  Jeff also shared concern about the Town Prosecutor retiring at the end of the year and will reach out to Mark and see if he has anyone in mind to replace him. 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere appointed Cameron Pink to the Public Works Tech 1 position and indicated that he will be full time working 32 hours per week. 
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh apologized for the last meeting as he was available to meet but didn’t let Luanne know; Sandretto also apologized for not making the last meeting due to working on the Three Queens Fire for the Forest Department.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9508 – 9525:     


$ 324,026.80



EFT to BASYS:




$        30.00



Treasurer Checks 9526 – 9537:


$   8,847.57




EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$   3,638.52



EFT to Judge Juris:




$      500.00



EFT to Matt Payroll:




$   5,130.97



EFT to Luanne Payroll:



$   3,858.11



Treasurer Checks 9538 – 9551:


$ 32,246.14



EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,604.44



EFT to T-Mobile:




$      137.66
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – he has been fined and per the attorney’s recommendation, this will be taken off the agenda. ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Town Prosecutor sent an email indicating that Adcox has been fined as well and should be taken off the agenda. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – the project is on schedule, and HLA has provided Change Order No. 1 to be discussed under new business.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Deloris Hougardy at 608 Garfield – Town Prosecutor is trying several avenues to move forward, but he needs either her social security number or driver’s license number to proceed in the system to file the case. ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Dan Rush at 402 Washington – Town Prosecutor also needs more information before moving forward with the case. Mayor DeVere asked Jeff to call the prosecutor and see if he could help with anything.  ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – waiting to hear back from TIB or HLA about funding.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Authorize Mayor DeVere to sign HLA Change Order No. 1 – Matt explained that this was a combination of a few different small things that were necessary.  Allenbaugh moved to give Mayor DeVere authorization to sign the Change Order as written, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.  ( Resolution No. 9/1/2026, Agreement with Cle Elum Library for Services – after some discussion, Ditsworth made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 9/1/2026, which was seconded by Kasowski and passed by majority vote, with two nay votes from McGuire and Sandretto. ( Ordinance No. 673, Budget Amendment – Luanne explained that the ordinance was primarily for Cameron’s wages.  Sandretto made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 673, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.  ( Interlocal Agreement for the Kittitas County Regional Advocacy and Funding Consortium – Mayor DeVere explained that this was the first draft and he is waiting to hear about costs for the Town and thinks it would benefit the Town to take part in the group. ( *Amended item* Mayor DeVere Appoint a Representative for the Town on the Data Center Advisory Committee – after some discussion, Mayor DeVere appointed Marchel Allenbaugh to serve on the committee, which was unanimously approved by the council.  Luanne was asked to let Rob Omans, Cle Elum City Administrator, know.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 7:50
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