November 18, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on November 18, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was not present.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): N/A
PUBLIC HEARING: ( 2026 Preliminary Budget – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing to discuss the 2026 Final Budget.  Luanne confirmed that she did receive the utility rate increases from Cle Elum.  There were no public comments.  Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing.

( 2026 Property Tax Levy – Mayor DeVere opened the public hearing to now discuss the Property Tax Levy.  He mentioned that the Town would be increasing the rate by 1%, which is standard.  There were no public comments.  Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing.
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( City of Cle Elum Notice of Application and Environmental Review – Mayor DeVere briefly explained the notice regarding residential units and buildings near East Fourth St. and Floral Ave.  The comment period for this review closes at 4:30 p.m. on December 1, 2025.
( Letter from Travis Thornton Regarding a Leak Adjustment – Travis wrote that he discovered his outside faucet was leaking and he had since repaired the line.  Allenbaugh made a motion to adjust his bill back to the base rate, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
PEOPLE: Bryan Elliot, Kittitas County Economic Development Partnership – Bryan briefly went over the partnership framework regarding the KCEDP’s strategic plan and requested Mayor DeVere’s signature.  Ditsworth made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign both the Memorandum of Understanding and the Interlocal Agreement, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
MINUTES: Minutes from November 4, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt thanked Roslyn for filling in for him in his absence; he reported that there has been some vandalism at the park and he has caution taped off the spring riders as they were damaged; snow poles will be put up soon in preparation for snow plowing and asked that folks clear out the rights-of-way in front of their property; and, BHC has provided the 90% design plans for the watermain replacement project. 
CLERK – No report
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that Elk Point provided a quote for the Engine and will begin working on it soon; Circular Spring has scheduled their biochar clean brush trailer for Friday, November 21st and anyone is welcome to go and watch.
POLICE – No report
ATTORNEY – No report 
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that there will be meeting Thursday morning starting at 8:30 with the Department of Ecology regarding the recent water curtailment.
COUNCIL – Allenbaugh reported that he received a complaint from a resident about loose dogs in Town and he suggested they call the Sheriff’s Department; Sandretto reported that the VRBO mentioned at the last meeting is still listed on the website.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to get Jeff involved.  Ditsworth reported that there are people living in an RV on Washington Avenue and she will get pictures to Luanne to give to SafeBuilt.
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9184 – 9194:     


$ 121,938.87
EFT to BASYS:




$         30.00
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – once the code is updated, start the process over.
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Mayor DeVere read the Award Letter in its entirety which totals $5,480,000 = $2,000,000 will be grant money and $3,480,000 a low interest loan.
( Building Plans Approval – after some discussion from the Street Committee, Mayor DeVere wants to continue to look into ways to change the comp plan to include single family and multi-family dwellings as an allowed use in the Downtown Business District.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( 2026 Property Tax Levy Ordinance No. 662 – Ditsworth made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 662 as written, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
( 2026 Salary Ordinance No. 663 – McGuire made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 663 as written, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.
( 2026 Final Budget Ordinance No. 664 – Mayor DeVere thanked Luanne for all her work to complete the budget.  Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 664 as written, which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote.
( Interlocal Agreement with Kittitas County for Law Enforcement Services – Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt the Interlocal Agreement as written, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 8:00
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