May 6, 2025
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on May 6, 2025, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Ditsworth, Kasowski, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Ditsworth made a motion to excuse Allenbaugh which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by McGuire to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT (3 Minute Limit): Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield, was asking for a neighbor about what to do about their neighbor attaching a fence to their garage.  Mayor DeVere advised him to relay a message to his neighbor that this is considered a civil matter. 
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( County Lodging Tax MICRO Grant – Luanne explained the Chamber of Commerce PSA 2025 funding grant and pointed out that it is for Tourism related expenditures in our community.  She asked the council if they had any ideas and asked them to let her know so she could start working on the application form.
( Cle Elum Notice of Decision, UKCC Community Recreation Center – the application has been approved with conditions.  The 57,350 sq. ft. facility will include a gymnasium, indoor pool, fitness center and public open space with a splash pad and green space. 
( Cle Elum Notice of Application, Environmental Review – a public hearing is scheduled for May 20, 2025, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the City of Cle Elum’s Council Chambers.
( Cle Elum Notice of Nomination, No. 7 Miner’s Memorial Park – the park has been nominated for inclusion on the Cle Elum Local Register of Historic Places.
( Thank you letter from Debbie Cernick – Debbie thanked everyone for allowing her to present at the last meeting.  She felt the council and mayor were sincerely interested in what she shared regarding her role as a Court Appointed Special Advocate for children in Kittitas County.
PEOPLE: Talia Tittelfitz, BHC Senior Planner (virtually) – Talia addressed three topics:  1) Annexation of Town Property – she mentioned that a new zone does not make sense and thinks the Town should zone it the same as the adjacent land and decide what changes need to be made. 2) Comp Plan Update / Community Engagement – a meeting has been set for 6:00 p.m. on May 20th with the planning commission, council and public to come up with a Vision Statement describing the future state of the Town and 3) Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) – Talia shared her screen and showed everyone the 39 Washington counties that include WUI land.  She asked the Town if they are interested in adopting the WUI Code which will establish guidelines and set regulations.  Before adopting, the council would like to see the link for the WUI that Talia shared and look over it in detail.
MINUTES: Minutes from April 15, 2025, meeting were accepted upon motion by Ditsworth which was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that on April 29th, there was a 4” main break between Washington and Broadway in the 400 block and thanks to Roslyn and Cory it was fixed in the early evening; the same day, while reading meters, he noticed another break in the 800 block of Cleveland, both breaks could be a result of Cle Elum’s recent tie in; meters are all working; helped Cle Elum with Reservoir problems they were having, and; ProVac will be in Town on Monday.  
CLERK – Luanne reported that while at the bank making a deposit, she was asked if the Town would be interested in using a check reader at Town Hall to make daily deposits, so she reached out to the State Auditors to find out if it was possible.  Joshua Young responded that according to RCW 39.58.750 a check reader would fall under this statute and advised the Town to have policies and procedures in place that clearly address the controls, process and expectations that ensure deposits are timely, fully intact and reconciled.  In addition, he said the Town could waive the 24-hour deposit rule per RCW 43.09.240 for any physical cash received.  With everyone in favor, the mayor said to add these to New Business so the council could vote on it.
FIRE CHIEF – Nate reported that he picked up the surplus equipment from Duvall and plans to have training prior to putting them into service; neighboring departments will be doing pump testing in June; ESO reporting system is going away and the Town will be using a different program; the next joint training will be going over wildland fires to renew any Red Cards and general operations.
POLICE – Ben Kokjer, Chief Deputy, reported that contractors are clearing land for the new Search & Rescue building near Airport Road in Cle Elum; misdemeanor cases would be given to the Town’s prosecutor; the priority of the department right now is to hire more deputies, as they are down five, and; the department’s Emergency Manager deals with the WUI code if anyone has questions.
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that he continues to work on the parking ordinance, drove around prior to the meeting seeing several problems and will have a draft ready in June; the appointment of someone from Town issuing parking tickets will need to be discussed.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report
MAYOR – No report
COUNCIL – No report
CLAIMS: Kasowski moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote. 
Treasurer Checks 8937 – 8947:     


$    6,517.96
EFT to Nate for Payroll:



$         89.78
EFT to IRS 941 Tax:




$    3,177.40
EFT to Judge Juris:




$       500.00

EFT to Matt for Payroll:



$    4,893.25

EFT to Luanne for Payroll: 



$    3,709.00

Treasurer Checks 8948 – 8965:


$  20,971.78

EFT DOR Excise Tax:



$    2,023.12

EFT to Merchant Services:



$       372.23

EFT to US Cellular:




$       139.56
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Town Prosecutor informed Luanne the mitigation hearing will be held on May 19, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.
( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – Town Prosecutor informed Luanne the pretrial hearing will be held May 14, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.  
( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – Mayor DeVere mentioned that the Town should investigate getting a low interest loan and asked Matt to reach out to HLA for their suggestions. 
( Annexation of Town Property – Jeff explained the process of the annexation, petition and public hearing.  He suggested pushing the public hearing back to the first meeting in June instead of May 20th due to the Community Engagement.  
NEW BUSINESS: ( Approve Park Host Application – Luanne explained that the applicant had completed the application and checked yes for a background check.  Ditsworth made a motion to approve the application pending an approved background check, which was seconded by Kasowski and passed by majority vote, with one dissenting vote from Sandretto.
( Resolution 5/6/2025, Petition for Annexation – after prior discussion, McGuire made a motion to adopt Resolution 5/6/2025, which was seconded by Ditsworth and passed by majority vote, with one dissenting vote from Sandretto.
( Cashmere Valley Bank Check Reader and Remit Plus Program – with prior discussion being in favor and the near future development of a resolution covering policy, procedure and waiver for 24-hour deposit requirement, Ditsworth made a motion to give Luanne authority to pursue setting up a check reader and the Remit Plus program, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
( Municipal Reserve / Savings Account – with prior discussion being in favor, McGuire made a motion to pursue the savings account, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A
Meeting adjourned at: 8:20 
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