July 21, 2026
Members of the South Cle Elum Town Council met on July 21, 2026, with Mayor DeVere presiding. Present was council members Allenbaugh, McGuire and Sandretto.  Town attorney Slothower was also present.  Allenbaugh made a motion to excuse Ditsworth and Kasowski, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   Motion was made by Allenbaugh to approve the agenda as written which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Drew Cushing, 713 Garfield, reported a neighbor is placing garbage cans, other debris and parking on the empty lot near him.  Mayor DeVere asked Luanne to notify the property owner.
PUBLIC HEARING: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for periodic retail sales of nursery plants.  Mayor Devere opened the public hearing at 7:04 and Luanne read two comments from neighboring property owners, both positive towards the permit, which was followed by a few concerns from the council regarding parking on South Cle Elum Way.  Mayor DeVere asked for a motion to approve the CUP with the added conditions that no extended parking takes place on South Cle Elum Way or block traffic in any way and direct staff to write a letter with the added condition and send to the applicant.  McGuire made a motion to approve the CUP with the added conditions, which was seconded by Allenbaugh and passed by majority vote.  Mayor DeVere closed the public hearing at 7:12. 
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE: ( Conference of Governments (COG) Meeting Minutes – Minutes from their June 17, 2026 meeting was available for review.  ( Letter to Cle Elum regarding recent bill, and their response – council read through the letters and made a few comments.  The bill has been paid; however, the future will look different for public works helping each other in a neighborly fashion.  ( Email from Chuck Hodge – Luanne explained that the August 29th Charity Bike Ride would be coming through on South Cle Elum Way, but not in Town.
PEOPLE: N/A
MINUTES: Minutes from July 7, 2026, meeting were accepted upon motion by McGuire which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  
REPORTS: SUPERINTENDENT – Matt reported that all pressure tests have now passed after a total of nine leaks; the watermain tie in at the Cle Elum Ball Park was started today and will continue tomorrow, with services following soon, and; he responded to a leak in Cle Elum because the Town’s water tank was draining fast and they needed help isolating the leak before the Town ran out of water.
CLERK – Luanne reported that 20 delinquent notices were sent out on July 16, 2026.
FIRE CHIEF – Colton forwarded a letter from the Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau (WSRB) indicating that the Town has improved from PC7 to PC6 and recommends residents contact their insurance agents to determine the relative effect this new community PC will have on their insurance premiums.  
POLICE – No report   
ATTORNEY – Jeff reported that the county is still working on an agreement of sorts for code enforcement and building permits and should be sending a MOU soon and he will not be able to attend the next council meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION – No report 
MAYOR – Mayor DeVere reported that at the recent COG meeting, the newly elected Executive Director of the Kittitas County Economic Development Partnership (KCEDP) shared a proposed fee schedule from The Ferguson Group (TFG) to help Kittitas County with grant writing and post-award administration.  He said the Town’s portion would be around $11,000 per year and COG would need an answer at the August meeting.  Mayor DeVere asked the council to think about it and vote on it at our next meeting held on August 4, 2026.  
COUNCIL – No report
CLAIMS: Allenbaugh moved that the claims against the town be allowed, and checks drawn on the Town treasury for the same. The motion was seconded by McGuire and passed by majority vote. 
               

Treasurer Checks 9470 - 9482:     


$ 571,302.63



EFT to BASYS:




$        30.00



EFT to DOR Excise Tax:



$   2,994.30



EFT to T-Mobile Cell Services:


$      137.66
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Higginbotham at 604 Madison – Prosecutor reported that Higginbotham did not reply to the second nuisance notice and has been found committed and his matter has been sent to collections. The fine, before collection fees, is $1,250. ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Adcox at 608 Washington – on going. ( Town-Wide Water Main Replacement Project – project is progressing.  ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Deloris Hougardy at 608 Garfield – on going. ( Notice and Order to Correct Violation to Dan Rush at 402 Washington – on going, Jeff will reach out to the Prosecutor.   ( Walking Path from South Cle Elum to Cle Elum – Mayor DeVere and the council are very interested in getting this project started.
NEW BUSINESS:  ( Ordinance No. 672, Amending Chapter 13.05.300, Jeff explained the new section regarding water hook ups for properties outside of Town along with expenses incurred as a result of the connection and with little discussion, Allenbaugh made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 672, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.  ( Road Use Agreement with Kittitas County for portion of the Watermain Replacement Project – Brad Cooper from HLA joined virtually and briefly went over the agreement and answered a few questions.  McGuire made a motion to authorize Mayor DeVere to sign the agreement, which was seconded by Sandretto and passed by majority vote.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A  
Meeting adjourned at: 7:46
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