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PREFACE

Citation to the South Cle Elum Municipal Code: This code should be cited as SCEMC; i.e.,
“see SCEMC 3.10.010.” An SCEMC title should be cited SCEMC Title 3. An SCEMC chapter
should be cited Chapter 3.10 SCEMC. An SCEMC section should be cited SCEMC 3.10.010.
Through references should be made as SCEMC 3.10.010 through 3.10.040. Series of sections should
be cited as SCEMC 3.10.010, 3.10.020, and 3.10.030.

Numbering system: The number of each section of this code consists of three parts, in sequence
as follows: Number of title; number of chapter within the title; number of section within the chapter.
Thus SCEMC 3.10.020 is Title 3, chapter 10, section 20. The section part of the number (.020) ini-
tially consists of three digits. This provides a facility for numbering new sections to be inserted
between existing sections already consecutively numbered. In most chapters of the SCEMC, sections
have been numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, .040, etc.), leaving nine vacant numbers between orig-
inal sections so that for a time new sections may be inserted without extension of the section number
beyond three digits.

Legislation: The legislative source of each section is enclosed in parentheses at the end of the
section. References to ordinances are abbreviated; thus “(Ord. 332 § 1; Ord. 329 § 2)” refers to section
1 of Ordinance No. 332 and section 2 of Ordinance No. 329. “Formerly” followed by an SCEMC cita-
tion preserves the record of original codification. A semicolon between ordinance citations indicates
an amendment of the earlier section.

Codification tables: To convert an ordinance citation to its SCEMC number consult the codifi-
cation tables.

Index: SCEMC Titles 1 through 19 are indexed in the index. The index includes complete cross-
referencing and is keyed to the section numbers described above.

Errors or omissions: Although considerable care has been used in the production of this code, it
is inevitable in so large a work that there will be errors. As users of this code detect such errors, it is
requested that a note citing the section involved and the nature of the error be e-mailed to:
CPC@codepublishing.com, so that correction may be made in a subsequent update.

Computer access: Code Publishing Company supports a variety of electronic formats for search-
ing, extracting, and printing code text; please call the publisher for more information.

CODE PUBLISHING COMPANY
Seattle, Washington

(206) 527-6831

(Revised 1/08)



How to Amend the Code

Code Structure and Organization
The code is organized using a 3-factor decimal numbering system which allows for additions between sec-

tions, chapters, and titles, without disturbing existing numbers. 

2 . 04 . 050

Title 

Chapter

Section 

Typically, there are 9 vacant positions between sections; 4 positions between chapters, and several title 
numbers are “Reserved” to allow for codification of new material whose subject matter may be related to an 
existing title.

Ordinances of a general or public nature, or one imposing a fine, penalty or forfeiture, are codifiable. Prior 
to enacting a codifiable ordinance, ascertain whether the code already contains provisions on the topic.

Additions
If the proposed ordinance will add material not contained in the code, the ordinance will specify an “addi-

tion”; that is, a new chapter (or title) will be added. For example:

Section 1. Chapter 5.20, Taxicab Licenses, is added to read as follows:

-or-

Section 1. A new title, Title 18, Zoning, is added to read as follows:

A specific subsection can also be added when appropriate:

Section 2. Subsection D is added to Section 5.05.070, to read as follows:

Amendments
If the ordinance amends existing code provisions, specify the affected section or chapter numbers in the 

ordinance. This kind of amendment typically adds a section to an existing chapter, or amends an existing sec-
tion. For example:

Section 1. Section 5.05.030 is amended to read as follows:

-or-

Section 1. Section 5.05.035, Additional fees, is added to Chapter 5.05 to read as follows:

An ordinance can also amend a specific subsection of a code section:

Section 3. Subsection B of Section 5.05.070 is amended to read:

Repeals
Ordinances which repeal codified material should specify the code section number (or chapter number if 

an entire chapter is being repealed). These section or chapter numbers will be retained in the code, along with 
their title, as a record of ordinance activity (and as an explanation for gaps in the numbering sequence). The 
number of the repealed section or chapter number can be reused at a later time when desired. For example:

Section 2. Section 5.05.020, License, is repealed.

Codification Assistance
Code Publishing Company can assist either in specifying code numbers or in providing other codification 

related problems free of charge. Please call us at (206) 527-6831.
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Title 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapters:
1.01 Code Adoption
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Chapter 1.01

CODE ADOPTION

Sections:
1.01.010 Adoption, amendment and repeal.
1.01.020 Reservation of prosecutions.
1.01.030 Severability.

1.01.010 Adoption, amendment and 
repeal.

(1) There is hereby adopted the South Cle
Elum Municipal Code which consists of the
ordinances of the town that have ongoing
effect and which have not expired according to
their own terms.

(2) This code may be cited as the South Cle
Elum Municipal Code.

(3) This code may be amended by reference
to code section without the necessity of refer-
ring to the underlying ordinance.

(4) New ordinances may be added to the
code, and if an ordinance is enacted with a
numbering system that is inconsistent with the
code numbering system, the town clerk is
authorized to assign an appropriate code num-
ber and to codify the ordinance accordingly.

(5) The repeal of any code section does not
revive the original text of the code section, but
rather, repeal of an existing section repeals the
underlying ordinance section and all of its
amendments. (Ord. 411 § 1, 1999).

1.01.020 Reservation of prosecutions.
The adoption of this code shall not affect

any prosecution for violations of ordinances,
which violations were committed prior to the
effective date of the adoption of the municipal
code, nor shall the adoption of the municipal
code be construed as a waiver of any license,
fee or penalty due and owing at the effective
date of the code adoption, nor shall adoption
affect the validity of any bond or cash depos-
ited with the town pursuant to the terms of any
ordinance, upon its codification; but rather, all
rights and obligations pertaining under the
ordinances in effect prior to codification shall
remain in full force and effect. (Ord. 411 § 1,
1999).

1.01.030 Severability.
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase

of this code is for any reason held to be invalid
or unconstitutional, such decision shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this code. The town declares that it would have
enacted this code, and each section, subsec-
tion, sentence, clause and phrase thereof irre-
spective of the fact that one or more sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases had
been declared invalid or unconstitutional.
(Ord. 411 § 1, 1999).
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Title 2

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

Chapters:
2.05 City Council
2.10 City Employees
2.15 Town Clerk-Treasurer
2.20 Elections
2.25 Fire Department
2.30 Emergency Management
2.40 Town Mayor
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Chapter 2.05

CITY COUNCIL

Sections:
2.05.010 Meetings.
2.05.020 Council compensation.

2.05.010 Meetings.
The regular meetings of the town council of

the town of South Cle Elum, Washington, shall
be held on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month at the hour of 7:00 p.m. in the Town
Hall. (Ord. 251 § 1, 1975).

2.05.020 Council compensation.
Compensation for town council members of

the town of South Cle Elum shall be $135.00 a
month. Provided, however, a council member
may refuse compensation at any time if he or
she provides to the town clerk written notice of
such refusal. (Ord. 578 § 1, 2017; Ord. 490
§ 1, 2008).

Chapter 2.10

CITY EMPLOYEES

Sections:

Article I. Discrimination

2.10.010 Purpose.
2.10.020 Discrimination prohibited.
2.10.030 Direct appeal – Hearing.

Article II. Pensions and Retirement

2.10.040 Coverage of employees.
2.10.050 Social Security System.
2.10.060 Authority to execute.
2.10.070 Payments into contribution fund.
2.10.080 Continued implementation.

Article III. Reimbursement

2.10.090 Travel reimbursement.

Article I. Discrimination

2.10.010 Purpose.
It is the purpose and intent of this article that

all persons shall have equal opportunity with
respect to employment, employment opportu-
nities, and all other activities of the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 248 § 1, 1974).

2.10.020 Discrimination prohibited.
Discrimination against any applicant for

employment, or against any employee, officer,
agent, or any other person with respect to any
and all employment, contracts, activities and
functions of the town of South Cle Elum, on
the basis of race, color, age, sex, religion,
national origin or minority status is hereby
expressly prohibited. (Ord. 248 § 2, 1974).

2.10.030 Direct appeal – Hearing.
Any person who feels he or she has been

discriminated against, contrary to this article,
shall have a direct appeal, either orally or in
writing, to the town council of the town of
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South Cle Elum, and the town council shall
afford such person a full and fair hearing on
the subject. (Ord. 248 § 3, 1974).

Article II. Pensions and Retirement

2.10.040 Coverage of employees.
The Legislature of the State of Washington

has enacted Chapters 41.47 and 41.48 RCW
which, in conjunction with the amendment of
the Federal Social Security Act by the Con-
gress of the United States, enables the political
subdivisions of the state of Washington to take
all action necessary to effectuate the coverage
of their employees and officers under the fed-
eral old age and survivors’ insurance system. It
is believed that protection of the Social Secu-
rity System will greatly benefit the employees
of the town of South Cle Elum, and also this
municipality by attracting to it and enabling it
to retain the best of personnel and thus increase
the efficiency of its government. And it is
deemed that the payment by the municipality
of its portion of the cost of said system is a pay-
ment for a municipal purpose. (Ord. 223 § 1,
1974).

2.10.050 Social Security System.
The town of South Cle Elum hereby

becomes a participant in the Social Security
System, and extends to its employees and
officers the benefits of old age and survivors’
insurance. (Ord. 223 § 2, 1974).

2.10.060 Authority to execute.
The mayor and the town clerk-treasurer of

the town of South Cle Elum are hereby autho-
rized to execute and deliver to the Washington
State Department of Employment Security for
its approval the plan or plans required under
the provisions of RCW 41.48.050 and of the
Social Security Act to extend coverage to the
employees and officers of this municipality,
and to do all other things necessary to effect
the coverage. (Ord. 223 § 3, 1974).

2.10.070 Payments into contribution fund.
The proper fiscal officers of this town are

hereby authorized to make all required pay-
ments into the contribution fund established by

the said enabling act, and to establish such sys-
tem of payroll deductions from the salaries of
employees and officers as may be necessary to
their coverage under said old age and survi-
vors’ insurance system. (Ord. 223 § 4, 1974).

2.10.080 Continued implementation.
The proper officials of this town are autho-

rized and instructed to do all things necessary
to the continued implementation of said sys-
tem. (Ord. 223 § 5, 1974).

Article III. Reimbursement

2.10.090 Travel reimbursement.
(1) Town of South Cle Elum employees

and volunteers performing services to alleviate
the duties performed by employees of the town
of South Cle Elum may be reimbursed for
mileage expenses and travel costs incurred
when authorized in advance by the mayor or
the mayor’s designee. Said persons shall be
reimbursed for mileage at the current rate
established by the Internal Revenue Service
for the United States of America.

(2) All claims for expenses shall be
approved by the mayor and department head
supervising the employee and/or volunteer.

(3) Both employees and volunteers shall be
required to complete a “claim for expenses”
form and submit to the mayor and department
head.

(4) All reimbursements paid to employees
and volunteers of the town of South Cle Elum
shall come from existing departmental budgets
upon approval by the mayor and responsible
department head. The payments shall be
requested only with the approval of the depart-
ment head responsible for the budget paying
the expenses. (Ord. 444, 2003).
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Chapter 2.15

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER

Sections:
2.15.010 Combination of offices of treasurer 

and clerk.

2.15.010 Combination of offices of 
treasurer and clerk.

(1) The town council deems it advisable to
combine the office of the town treasurer with
that of town clerk.

(2) Accordingly, the office of the town trea-
surer is hereby consolidated and combined
with the office of the town clerk. (Ord. 152 §§
1, 2, 1956).

Chapter 2.20

ELECTIONS

Sections:
2.20.010 Nomination by caucus.
2.20.020 Nonpartisan.
2.20.030 Regulations.

2.20.010 Nomination by caucus.
Candidates for all town offices shall be

nominated by caucus. (Ord. 197 § 1, 1967).

2.20.020 Nonpartisan.
All nominations and elections of town offic-

ers shall be nonpartisan. (Ord. 197 § 2, 1967).

2.20.030 Regulations.
Caucuses for nominations of candidates

shall be held not more than 60 nor less than 46
days prior to the general city election. The
town clerk-treasurer shall publish a notice of
each caucus once in a newspaper having gen-
eral circulation within Kittitas County at least
10 days prior to the date of the caucus; and if
there be no such newspaper, notice shall be
posted 10 days prior to date of this caucus at
the three most prominent places in town. The
incumbent mayor or in his absence the mayor
pro tem shall be chairman of the caucus, and
the incumbent clerk-treasurer or in his absence
the clerk pro tem shall be clerk of the caucus.
Only qualified electors of the town shall be
qualified to vote and to place the names of the
candidates in nomination at each nominating
caucus. After the names of candidates have
been placed in nomination, the qualified elec-
tors present shall for each office for which
there are more than two candidates select two
candidates by secret ballot. The two candidates
receiving the greatest number of votes shall be
nominated.

Ballots shall be tabulated by a disinterested
committee of qualified electors appointed by
the caucus chairman. The ballots shall be tab-
ulated publicly at the caucus.

If, by law, the county auditor, as ex officio
supervisor of elections, has jurisdiction over
town elections, the town clerk-treasurer shall
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at least 35 days prior to the election submit to
the auditor a certified list of candidates. (Ord.
197 § 3, 1967).

Chapter 2.25

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Sections:
2.25.010 Established.
2.25.012 Governance.
2.25.015 Performance evaluation.
2.25.020 Supervision over department and 

fire equipment.
2.25.030 Incident command at fires.
2.25.040 Records.
2.25.050 Duties of fire department members.
2.25.060 Duties of the public.
2.25.070 Enforcement.
2.25.080 Service outside corporate limits.
2.25.090 Volunteer firefighters’ benefits.
2.25.100 Payment to the department.
2.25.110 Penalty.
2.25.120 Fire chief – Compensation.
2.25.130 Council members authorized to 

serve as volunteer firefighters.
2.25.140 Relief and compensation 

provisions.
2.25.150 Pension provisions.
2.25.160 Pension provisions – Collection 

and payment.
2.25.170 Chapter 41.24 RCW adopted by 

reference.

2.25.010 Established. 
There has been and is hereby created and

established for the town a fire department
named the South Cle Elum fire department.
This is and shall be a volunteer fire department
and shall consist of a fire chief, one assistant
chief, and the other department members. The
membership shall not exceed 25 firefighters
for each 1,000 of population or fraction thereof
in the town. (Ord. 601 § 1, 2021; Ord. 191 § 1,
1964).

2.25.012 Governance.
The South Cle Elum fire department shall be

governed by this chapter, and the department’s
standard operating policies and procedures
(SOP) and standard operating guidelines
(SOG). The South Cle Elum Fire Department
Volunteer Firefighters Association bylaws
will only apply to the South Cle Elum Fire
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Department Volunteer Firefighters Associa-
tion. The South Cle Elum Fire Department
Volunteer Firefighters Association business
will be kept separate from the South Cle Elum
fire department. The chief will be selected on
a biennial basis by the following process: Any
interested members of the South Cle Elum fire
department that meet the minimum standards
of responding to 10 percent of the current
year’s calls, completing 50 percent of the cur-
rent year’s scheduled meetings/trainings, and
having completed the ICS-100, ICS-200, IS-
700 and IS-800 certification classes may sub-
mit a letter of interest, application, resume and
copy of training certifications to the town
council by the first town council meeting of
November before the upcoming fire chief elec-
tion. The qualified candidates will then be
interviewed by the town council personnel
committee to determine the two or three most
qualified candidates. This list of recommended
candidates will be presented to the town coun-
cil for approval. The council-approved list of
candidates will then be presented to the South
Cle Elum fire department membership by their
first meeting in the following January for them
to make their final selection of the fire chief by
popular vote of the fire department member-
ship. The assistant fire chief and other officers
shall be selected by the fire chief and approved
by the mayor and town council. If an assistant
chief does not possess the ICS-100, ICS-200,
IS-700 and IS-800 certifications, he or she
must complete any training necessary to obtain
them within 90 days of taking office. If the
assistant chief does not meet these require-
ments within the 90 days, he or she must resign
the assistant fire chief position and the fire
chief will then select a suitable replacement,
who must then be approved by the mayor and
town council. The replacement assistant fire
chief must either possess the required certifi-
cations or obtain them within 90 days of taking
office. (Ord. 601 § 2, 2021)

2.25.015 Performance evaluation.
To ensure that the requirements of the fire

department are being met, an annual, or as
needed, performance evaluation will be
administered to the fire chief by the South Cle

Elum council personnel committee and the
mayor. The evaluation will assess whether the
South Cle Elum fire department is meeting the
operational requirements outlined in this chap-
ter. If the evaluation finds a deficiency, any
deficiencies will be thoroughly discussed with
the fire chief and 90 days later, a follow-up
evaluation will be administered to assess
whether the deficiencies have been properly
addressed. If the fire chief receives two con-
secutive deficient evaluations, the mayor or
council may choose to remove the fire chief
from office. In the event of the fire chief being
removed from, or resigning his office, the
assistant fire chief will assume the role of fire
chief for the remainder of the current calendar
year and a new selection process will begin at
the first town council meeting of November of
that year as outlined in SCEMC 2.25.012.
Once the assistant fire chief assumes his new
role of South Cle Elum fire chief, the assistant
fire chief and other officers shall be selected by
the new fire chief and approved by the mayor
and town council at the next regular town
council meeting. (Ord. 601 § 3, 2021)

2.25.020 Supervision over department 
and fire equipment.

The fire chief, with the help of his or her
assistant chief, shall have the control, subject
to the order and direction of the town council
and mayor, of the fire department and all fire
apparatus and equipment belonging to the
town, and shall supervise and document the
maintenance and repair of such apparatus and
equipment and the training of the department
members. (Ord. 601 § 4, 2021; Ord. 191 § 2,
1964).

2.25.030 Incident command at fires.
In case of fire, the on-site incident com-

mander and scope of authority will be deter-
mined by the South Cle Elum fire department
SOP and SOG. (Ord. 601 § 5, 2021; Ord. 191
§ 3, 1964).

2.25.040 Records.
The fire chief shall keep or cause to be kept

an electronic record of all meetings of the
department, the attendance of members at
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calls, the attendance of members at meetings,
all dispatched calls, equipment inspections,
commercial building inspections, member
attendance at trainings, equipment inventory
and such other records as may be required, and
during the second week in February of each
year shall file with the clerk-treasurer a full
report of such records, attendance and fires.
Upon request from the clerk-treasurer, the
chief shall present a full report of any
requested records. The fire chief shall keep a
record of all meetings and shall make a report
to the department of such record; and the chief
shall perform such other duties as may be pre-
scribed by the mayor or town council. (Ord.
601 § 6, 2021; Ord. 191 § 4, 1964).

2.25.050 Duties of fire department 
members.

It shall be the function and duty of the fire
department and every member thereof to
extinguish hostile, accidental or destructive
fires and to prevent the occurrence and spread
of such fires. Duties to also include emergency
medical services (EMS) including aid and res-
cue calls. (Ord. 601 § 7, 2021; Ord. 191 § 5,
1964).

2.25.060 Duties of the public. 
All persons present must cooperate with and

must not interfere with the firemen and the fire
department in carrying out the functions and
duties of the department. (Ord. 191 § 6, 1964).

2.25.070 Enforcement.
It shall be the duty of all officers of the fire

department of the town to see that the regula-
tory provisions of this chapter and other fire
ordinances of the town and the laws of this
state pertaining to fires are implemented.
Police officers are vested with the power and
authority, including the power of arrest, to
enforce any criminal provisions relating to
fire, including those involving persons who
obstruct, hinder, or fail to obey firefighters dis-
charging their duties. (Ord. 601 § 8, 2021; Ord.
191 § 7, 1964).

2.25.080 Service outside corporate limits.
Members of the fire department are autho-

rized to go outside the town limits for the pur-
pose of rendering aid to other fire departments,
or of extinguishing fires or rendering aid in the
case of accidents; provided, that the fire
department shall not render any such service
outside the town limits excepting upon orders
of the fire chief, the assistant fire chiefs, or the
town mayor, except that where the town has
undertaken by contract to render service to
property outside the town limits the fire
department may leave the town limits in the
fulfillment of such contract. (Ord. 191 § 8,
1964).

2.25.090 Volunteer firefighters’ benefits.
There is hereby created and established,

pursuant to Chapter 41.24 RCW, a firefighter
board of trustees consisting of the town mayor,
town clerk-treasurer, one town council mem-
ber, the fire chief, and one member of the fire
department. The council member shall be
selected by the town council, and the fire
department member shall be selected by the
fire department members. Every firefighter in
the South Cle Elum fire department shall be
enrolled under the relief and compensation
provisions of Chapter 41.24 RCW. It shall be
the function and duty of the board of trustees to
see that the provisions of Chapter 41.24 RCW
are complied with. (Ord. 601 § 9, 2021; Ord.
191 § 9, 1964).

2.25.100 Payment to the department.
In order to provide funds for the activities of

the fire department, the town shall pay the
department a minimum payment of $150.00
per year. This shall be construed to cover pay-
ment to the department for up to five fire calls
during such year, a fire call being defined as
attendance at a fire where water or fire extin-
guisher are necessarily used to extinguish a
fire. For each fire call during such year in
excess of five fire calls, the town shall pay the
department the sum of $30.00. (Ord. 191 § 10,
1964).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 2.25.170

2-8 (Revised 6/21)

2.25.110 Penalty. 
Every person who shall violate any of the

provisions of this chapter shall, upon convic-
tion thereof (except as otherwise specifically
provided in this chapter) be punished by a fine
not exceeding $100.00 or imprisonment not
exceeding 30 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. (Ord. 191 § 11, 1964).

2.25.120 Fire chief – Compensation.
Compensation for the fire chief of the town

of South Cle Elum shall be $125.00 a month.
(Ord. 601 § 10, 2021; Ord. 583 § 1, 2017; Ord.
490 § 3, 2008; Ord. 206 § 1, 1969).

2.25.130 Council members authorized to 
serve as volunteer firefighters.

Council members are authorized to serve as
volunteer firefighters and to receive the same
compensation, insurance and other benefits as
are applicable to other volunteer firefighters
employed by the town of South Cle Elum. In
the event that the council member is also serv-
ing in a decision-making role in the fire depart-
ment, this would constitute a conflict of
interest and the council member must recuse
himself from any council actions affecting the
fire department. (Ord. 601 § 11, 2021; Ord.
249 § 1, 1974).

2.25.140 Relief and compensation 
provisions.

The town of South Cle Elum maintains and
operates a regularly organized volunteer fire
department. Town firefighters are enrolled
under the relief and compensation provisions
of Chapter 41.24 RCW. (Ord. 601 § 12, 2021;
Ord. 257 § 1, 1975).

2.25.150 Pension provisions.
Any firefighter who is a member of the

South Cle Elum fire department may enroll
under the pension provisions of Chapter 41.24
RCW by electing to avail himself of the retire-
ment provisions of said law. (Ord. 601 § 13,
2021; Ord. 257 § 2, 1975).

2.25.160 Pension provisions – Collection 
and payment.

The secretary-treasurer of the South Cle
Elum Fire Department Volunteer Firefighters
Association shall periodically, as required by
law, collect and pay from all town firefighters
enrolled under the pension provisions of Chap-
ter 41.24 RCW, so long as they shall continue
to be members of the South Cle Elum fire
department, all fees and payments required of
said members under said law. Such fees and
payments shall be remitted to the Washington
State trust fund known as the Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ and Reserve Officers’ Relief and Pen-
sion Fund, together with all such fees and
payments required from the town of South Cle
Elum, at the times and in the manner required
by law. (Ord. 601 § 14, 2021; Ord. 257 § 3,
1975).

2.25.170 Chapter 41.24 RCW adopted by 
reference.

There is hereby adopted by reference and
made a part of this chapter, Chapter 41.24
RCW. Each and all of the provisions of Chap-
ter 41.24 RCW are by this reference made a
part of this chapter and shall hereafter be in
effect in the town of South Cle Elum in the
same manner as if they were fully set forth in
this chapter. The South Cle Elum town clerk-
treasurer shall provide electronic access, such
as by internet link, to Chapter 41.24 RCW
upon request while this chapter is in effect.
(Ord. 601 § 15, 2021; Ord. 257 § 4, 1975).
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Chapter 2.30

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Sections:
2.30.010 Authority.
2.30.020 Participation in Kittitas County 

emergency management council.

2.30.010 Authority.
RCW 38.52.070 provides that each political

subdivision of the state of Washington is
authorized and directed to establish a local
organization for emergency services or enter
into an agreement with other local subdivi-
sions and/or a county in a joint emergency ser-
vices organization. (Ord. 298 § 1, 1983).

2.30.020 Participation in Kittitas County 
emergency management council.

The town of South Cle Elum, Washington,
is hereby authorized to participate with Kittitas
County and other cities of the county in the
Kittitas County emergency management coun-
cil, an organization for emergency services
which provides for the preparation and carry-
ing out of plans for civil defense and emer-
gency functions for the protection and benefit
of persons within this town and county and to
provide for the coordination of emergency ser-
vices with all other public agencies, private
persons, corporations and organizations pursu-
ant to Chapter 38.52 RCW. (Ord. 298 § 2,
1983).

Chapter 2.40

TOWN MAYOR

Sections:
2.40.010 Compensation of mayor.

2.40.010 Compensation of mayor.
Compensation for the mayor of the town of

South Cle Elum shall be $185.00 a month. Pro-
vided, however, the mayor may refuse com-
pensation at any time if he or she provides to
the town clerk written notice of such refusal.
(Ord. 577 § 1, 2017; Ord. 490 § 2, 2008).
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Title 3

REVENUE AND FINANCE

Chapters:
3.05 Sales and Use Tax
3.10 Real Estate Excise Tax
3.15 Lodging Tax
3.20 Business and Occupation Tax
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Chapter 3.05

SALES AND USE TAX

Sections:
3.05.010 Imposed.
3.05.020 Rate.
3.05.030 Administration and collection.
3.05.040 Inspection of records.
3.05.050 Contract with Department of 

Revenue.
3.05.060 Violation – Penalty.

3.05.010 Imposed.
There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax,

as the case may be, upon every taxable event,
as defined in Section 3, Chapter 94, Laws of
1970, First Extraordinary Session, occurring
within the town of South Cle Elum. The tax
shall be imposed upon and collected from
those persons from whom the state sales or use
tax is collected pursuant to Chapters 82.08 and
82.12 RCW. (Res. 213 § 1, 1970).

3.05.020 Rate.
The rate of the tax imposed by SCEMC

3.05.010 shall be one-half of one percent of the
selling price or value of the article used, as the
case may be; provided, however, that during
such period as there is in effect a sales or use
tax imposed by Kittitas County, the rate of tax
imposed by this chapter shall be four hundred
twenty-five one-thousandths of one percent.
(Res. 213 § 2, 1970).

3.05.030 Administration and collection.
The administration and collection of the tax

imposed by this chapter shall be in accordance
with the provisions of section 6, chapter 94,
Laws of 1970, First Extraordinary Session.
(Res. 213 § 3, 1970).

3.05.040 Inspection of records.
The town of South Cle Elum hereby con-

sents to the inspection of such records as are
necessary to qualify the city for inspection of
records of the Department of Revenue, pursu-
ant to RCW 82.32.330. (Res. 213 § 4, 1970).

3.05.050 Contract with Department of 
Revenue.

The mayor and clerk-treasurer of the town
of South Cle Elum are authorized to enter into
a contract with the Washington State Depart-
ment of Revenue for administration of the tax,
and to execute in behalf of the town of South
Cle Elum all documents and papers necessary
to accomplish this. (Res. 213 § 5, 1970).

3.05.060 Violation – Penalty.
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the

tax as required with the intent to violate the
provisions of this chapter or to gain some
advantage or benefit, either direct or indirect,
and any buyer who refuses to pay any tax due
under this chapter shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding $300.00 or
imprisoned for not more than 90 days or both
fined and imprisoned. (Res. 213 § 6, 1970).
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Chapter 3.10

REAL ESTATE EXCISE TAX

Sections:
3.10.010 Imposed.
3.10.020 Collection.
3.10.030 Compliance with state regulations.
3.10.040 Distribution.
3.10.050 Effective date.

3.10.010 Imposed.
Pursuant to authority granted to cities of the

state of Washington pursuant to RCW
82.46.010 there is hereby imposed an excise
tax on the sale of real property within the cor-
porate limits of the town of South Cle Elum, at
a rate equal to one-quarter of one percent of the
selling price of said property. (Ord. 332 § 1,
1987).

3.10.020 Collection.
The tax imposed under SCEMC 3.10.010

shall be collected from persons who are tax-
able by the state of Washington under Chapter
82.45 RCW upon the occurrence of any tax-
able event within the town of South Cle Elum.
(Ord. 332 § 2, 1987).

3.10.030 Compliance with state 
regulations.

The tax imposed under SCEMC 3.10.010
shall comply with all applicable rules, regula-
tions, laws and court decisions regarding real
estate excise taxes imposed by the state of
Washington under Chapter 82.45 RCW. (Ord.
332 § 3, 1987).

3.10.040 Distribution. 
The distribution of the proceeds of the tax

imposed in SCEMC 3.10.010 shall be in accor-
dance with RCW 82.46.030. Upon receipt
from the Kittitas County treasurer of the town
of South Cle Elum’s share of the tax imposed
in SCEMC 3.10.010, the town clerk-treasurer
shall deposit the receipted funds in to the cap-
ital improvement fund of the town of South
Cle Elum. (Ord. 332 § 4, 1987).

3.10.050 Effective date.
The tax imposed pursuant to this chapter

shall begin to be collected May 1, 1987. (Ord.
332 § 5, 1987).
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Chapter 3.15

LODGING TAX

Sections:
3.15.010 Levied – Administration and 

collection – Fund created.

3.15.010 Levied – Administration and 
collection – Fund created.

The “tourist support fund” is hereby created
as a new fund of the town of South Cle Elum
as follows:

(1) Commencing September 1, 2001, for the
purposes set forth in RCW 67.28.210, there is
hereby imposed and levied a special excise tax
of four percent on the sale of or charge made
for the furnishing of lodging by a hotel, room-
ing house, tourist court, motel, trailer camp,
and granting of any similar license to use real
property, as distinguished from renting or leas-
ing of real property in the town of South Cle
Elum; provided, that it shall be presumed that
the occupancy of real property for a continu-
ous period of one month or more constitutes a
rental or lease of real property, and not a mere
license to use or enjoy the same.

(2) Definitions. The definition of “selling
price”, “seller”, “buyer”, “consumer”, and all
other definitions as are now contained in RCW
82.08.010 and subsequent amendments
thereto, are hereby adopted as the definitions
for the tax levied herein.

(3) Administration and Collection of Tax
for the Purposes of the Tax Levied Herein.

(a) The Department of Revenue of the
state of Washington is hereby designated as
the agent of the town of South Cle Elum for the
purpose of collection and administration.

(b) The administrative provisions con-
tained in RCW 82.08.050 through 82.08.070
and Chapter 82.32 RCW shall apply with
respect to administration and collection by the
Department of Revenue.

(c) All rules and regulations adopted by
the Department of Revenue for the administra-
tion of Chapter 82.08 RCW are hereby
adopted.

(d) The Department of Revenue is
hereby empowered, on behalf of the town of

South Cle Elum, to prescribe such special
forms and reporting procedures as the Depart-
ment may deem necessary.

(4) Tourist Support Fund.
(a) Fund Created. There is hereby cre-

ated a special fund to be known as the tourist
support fund.

(b) All proceeds of the special excise tax
imposed by this chapter shall be deposited in
the tourist support fund, together with funds
from other sources as may be determined from
time to time by the South Cle Elum town coun-
cil.

(c) Purpose – Expenditure. All of the rev-
enues from the fund created in this chapter
shall be used for the purpose of paying all or
any part of the acquisition, construction, or
operation of tourist-oriented facilities within
the town of South Cle Elum, or for advertising,
publicizing or otherwise distributing informa-
tion for the purpose of attracting visitors and
encouraging tourist expansion. (Ord. 435 § 1,
2001; Ord. 342 § 1, 1989).
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Chapter 3.20

BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAX

Sections:
3.20.005 Engaging in business.
3.20.010 Purpose.
3.20.015 Definitions.
3.20.020 License required.
3.20.025 Business license threshold.
3.20.030 Levied.
3.20.040 Payment.
3.20.050 Computation.
3.20.060 Records – Inspection.
3.20.070 Failure to pay.
3.20.080 Overpayment – Refund.
3.20.090 Violation – Penalty.
3.20.100 Annexation – Provision of 

ordinances.
3.20.110 Administration – Powers of town 

clerk-treasurer.

3.20.005 Engaging in business.
“Engaging in business” means commenc-

ing, conducting, or continuing in business, and
also the exercise of corporate or franchise
powers, as well as liquidating a business when
the liquidators thereof hold themselves out to
the public as conducting such business. 

(1) This section sets forth examples of
activities that constitute engaging in business
in the town and establishes safe harbors for
certain of those activities so that a person who
meets the criteria may engage in de minimis
business activities in the town without having
to pay a business license fee. The activities
listed in this section are illustrative only and
are not intended to narrow the definition of
“engaging in business” as defined above. If an
activity is not listed, whether it constitutes
engaging in business in the town shall be deter-
mined by considering all the facts and circum-
stances and applicable law. 

(2) Without being all inclusive, any one of
the following activities conducted within the
town by a person, or its employee, agent, rep-
resentative, independent contractor, broker or

another acting on its behalf, constitutes engag-
ing in business and requires a person to register
and obtain a business license:

(a) Owning, renting, leasing, maintain-
ing, or having the right to use, or using, tangi-
ble personal property, intangible personal
property, or real property permanently or tem-
porarily located in the town. 

(b) Owning, renting, leasing, using, or
maintaining an office, place of business, or
other establishments in the town.

(c) Soliciting sales.
(d) Making repairs or providing mainte-

nance or service to real or tangible personal
property, including warranty work and prop-
erty maintenance.

(e) Providing technical assistance or ser-
vice, including quality control, product inspec-
tions, warranty work, or similar services on or
in connection with tangible personal property
sold by the person or on its behalf.

(f) Installing, constructing, or supervis-
ing installation or construction of real or tangi-
ble personal property.

(g) Soliciting, negotiating, or approving
franchise, license, or other similar agreements.

(h) Collecting current or delinquent
accounts.

(i) Picking up and transporting tangible
personal property, solid waste, construction
debris, or excavated materials.

(j) Providing disinfecting and pest con-
trol services, employment and labor pool ser-
vices, home nursing care, janitorial services,
appraising, landscape architectural services,
security system services, surveying, and real
estate services including the listing of homes
and managing real property.

(k) Rendering professional services
such as those provided by accountants, archi-
tects, attorneys, auctioneers, consultants, engi-
neers, professional athletes, barbers, baseball
clubs and other sports organizations, chemists,
psychologists, court reporters, dentists, doc-
tors, detectives, laboratory operators, teachers,
veterinarians.

(l) Meeting with customers or potential
customers, even when no sales or orders are
solicited at the meetings.
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(m) Training or recruiting agents, repre-
sentatives, independent contractors, brokers or
others, domiciled or operating on a job in the
town, acting on its behalf, or for customers or
potential customers.

(n) Investigating, resolving, or other-
wise assisting in resolving customer com-
plaints.

(o) In-store stocking or manipulating
products or goods, sold to and owned by a cus-
tomer, regardless of where sale and delivery of
the goods took place.

(p) Delivering goods in vehicles owned,
rented, leased, used, or maintained by the per-
son or another acting on its behalf.

(3) If a person, or its employee, agent, rep-
resentative, independent contractor, broker or
another acting on the person’s behalf, engages
in no other activities in or with the town but the
following, it need not register and obtain a
business license:

(a) Meeting with suppliers of goods and
services as a customer.

(b) Meeting with government represen-
tatives in their official capacity, other than
those performing contracting or purchasing
functions.

(c) Attending meetings, such as board
meetings, retreats, seminars, and conferences,
or other meetings wherein the person does not
provide training in connection with tangible
personal property sold by the person or on its
behalf. This provision does not apply to any
board of directors member or attendee engag-
ing in business, such as a member of a board of
directors who attends a board meeting.

(d) Renting tangible or intangible prop-
erty as a customer when the property is not
used in the town.

(e) Attending, but not participating in, a
trade show or multiple vendor events. Persons
participating at a trade show shall review the
town’s trade show or multiple vendor event
ordinances.

(f) Conducting advertising through the
mail. 

(g) Soliciting sales by phone from a
location outside the town.

(4) A seller located outside the town merely
delivering goods into the town by means of
common carrier is not required to register and
obtain a business license; provided, that it
engages in no other business activities in the
town. Such activities do not include those in
subsection (3) of this section.

(5) The town expressly intends that engag-
ing in business include any activity sufficient
to establish nexus for purposes of applying the
license fee under the law and the constitutions
of the United States and the state of Washing-
ton. Nexus is presumed to continue as long as
the taxpayer benefits from the activity that
constituted the original nexus-generating con-
tact or subsequent contacts. (Ord. 589 § 1,
2018).

3.20.010 Purpose.
The provisions of this chapter shall be

deemed to be an exercise of the power of the
town of South Cle Elum to license for revenue.
(Ord. 303 § 1, 1984).

3.20.015 Definitions.
“Cellular telephone service” means any

two-way voice and data telephone or similar
communications system based in whole or in
substantial part on wireless radio communica-
tions, including cellular mobile service, and
which is not subject to regulation by the Wash-
ington State Utilities and Transportation Com-
mission. Cellular mobile service includes
other wireless radio communications services
including specialized mobile radio, personal
communications services, and any other
evolving wireless radio communications tech-
nology that accomplishes a purpose substan-
tially similar to cellular mobile service.
Cellular telephone service is included within
the definition of “telephone business” for the
purposes of this chapter.

“Competitive telephone service” means the
providing by any person of telephone equip-
ment, apparatus, or service, other than toll ser-
vice, which is of a type which can be provided
by persons that are not subject to regulation as
telephone companies under RCW Title 80 and
for which a separate charge is made. Transmis-



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 3.20.030

3-6.1 (Revised 5/19)

sion of communication through cellular tele-
phones is classified as “telephone business”
rather than “competitive telephone service.”

“Gross income” means the value proceeding
or accruing from the performance of the partic-
ular business involved, including gross pro-
ceeds of sales, compensation for the rendition
of services, and receipts (including all sums
earned or charged, whether received or not) by
reason of investment in the business engaged
in (excluding rentals, receipts or proceeds
from the use or sale of real property or any
interest therein, and proceeds from the sale of
notes, bonds, mortgages or other evidences of
indebtedness, or stocks and the like), all with-
out any deduction on account of the cost of
property sold, the cost of materials used, labor
costs, taxes, interest or discount paid, delivery
costs or any expenses whatsoever, and without
any deduction on account of losses. Gross
operating revenues for this purpose shall not
include charges which are passed on to the
subscribers by telephone company pursuant to
tariffs required by regulatory order to compen-
sate for the cost to the company of the tax
imposed by this chapter.

“Light and power business” means the busi-
ness of operating a plant or system for the gen-
eration, production or distribution of electrical
energy for hire or sale and/or for the wheeling
of electricity for others.

“Pager service” means service provided by
means of an electronic device which has the
ability to send or receive voice or digital mes-
sages transmitted through the local telephone
network, via satellite or any other form of
voice or data transmission. “Pager service” is
included within the definition of “telephone
business” for the purposes of this chapter.

“Telephone business” means the business of
providing access to a local telephone network,
local telephone network switching service, toll
service, or coin telephone services, or provid-
ing telephonic, video, data, pager or similar
communication or transmission for hire, via a
local telephone network, toll line or channel,
cable, microwave, or similar communication
or transmission system. The term includes
cooperative or farmer line telephone compa-
nies or associations operating an exchange.

“Telephone business” does not include the
providing of competitive telephone service or
cable television service, or other providing of
broadcast services by radio or television sta-
tions. (Ord. 532 § 1, 2013).

3.20.020 License required.
From and after June 1, 1984, no person,

firm, or corporation shall engage in or carry on
any business, occupation, act or privilege for
which a tax is imposed by SCEMC 3.20.030
without first having obtained, and being the
holder of, a license so to do, to be known as an
occupation license. Each said person, firm or
corporation shall promptly apply to the town
clerk-treasurer for such license upon such
forms as the clerk-treasurer shall prescribe,
giving such information as the clerk-treasurer
shall deem necessary to enable the clerk-trea-
surer’s office to administer and enforce this
chapter; and, upon acceptance of such applica-
tion by the clerk-treasurer, said clerk-treasurer
shall thereupon issue said license to the appli-
cant. Such occupation license shall be personal
and nontransferable and shall be valid as long
as the licensee shall continue in said business
and shall comply with this chapter. (Ord. 303
§ 2, 1984).

3.20.025 Business license threshold.
To the extent set forth in this section, the fol-

lowing persons and businesses shall be exempt
from the registration, license and/or license fee
requirements as outlined in this chapter:

(1) Any person or business whose annual
value of products, gross proceeds of sales, or
gross income of the business in the town is
equal to or less than $2,000 and who does not
maintain a place of business within the town
shall be exempt from the general business
license requirements in this chapter. The
exemption does not apply to regulatory license
requirements or activities that require a spe-
cialized permit. (Ord. 589 § 2, 2018).

3.20.030 Levied.
From and after June 1, 1984, there is hereby

levied upon, and there shall be collected from
every person, firm or corporation engaged in
the following business for hire or for sale of a
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commodity or service within, or partly within,
the corporate limits of the town of South Cle
Elum, a tax for the privilege of so doing busi-
ness as hereinafter defined, to wit:

(1) Upon every person or firm engaged in or
carrying on any telephone business, there shall
be levied a tax equal to six percent of the total
gross operating revenues, including revenues
from intrastate tolls, long distance or other-
wise, derived from the operation of such busi-
ness within the town of South Cle Elum.

(2) Upon every person or firm engaged in
or carrying on the business of selling or fur-
nishing electric light and power, there shall be
levied a tax equal to six percent of the total
gross operating revenues. (Ord. 532 § 2, 2013;
Ord. 303 § 3, 1984).

3.20.040 Payment.
The tax imposed by this chapter shall be due

and payable in quarterly installments and
remittance shall be made on or before the thir-
tieth day of the month next succeeding the end
of the quarterly period in which the tax
accrued. Such quarterly periods are as follows:

First Quarter – January, February, March
Second Quarter – April, May, June
Third Quarter – July, August, September
Fourth Quarter – October, November, Decem-
ber

The first payment made hereunder shall be
made by July 30, 1984, for the three-month
period ending June 30, 1984. On or before said
due date, the taxpayer shall file with the town
clerk-treasurer a written return, upon such
form and setting forth such information as the
clerk-treasurer shall reasonably require,
together with the payment of the amount of the
tax. (Ord. 303 § 4, 1984).

3.20.050 Computation.
In computing said tax, there shall be

deducted from said gross operating revenues
the following items:

(1) The amount of credit losses and uncol-
lectibles actually sustained by the taxpayer;

(2) Amounts derived from transactions in
interstate or foreign commerce or from any
business in which the town of South Cle Elum
is prohibited from taxing under the Constitu-
tions of the United States or the state of Wash-
ington;

(3) Amounts derived by the taxpayer from
the town of South Cle Elum. (Ord. 303 § 5,
1984).

3.20.060 Records – Inspection.
Each taxpayer shall keep records reflecting

the amount of his said gross operating reve-
nues, and such records shall be open at all rea-
sonable times to the inspection of the town
clerk-treasurer or her duly authorized subordi-
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nates for verification of said tax returns or for
the fixing of the tax of a taxpayer who shall fail
to make such returns. (Ord. 303 § 6, 1984).

3.20.070 Failure to pay.
If any person, firm or corporation subject to

this chapter shall fail to pay any tax required
by this chapter within 30 days after the due
date thereof, there shall be added to such tax a
penalty of 20 percent of the amount of such
tax, and any tax due under this chapter and
unpaid, and all penalties thereon shall consti-
tute a debt to the town of South Cle Elum and
may be sued on as in other civil actions for
debt, which remedy shall be in addition to all
other remedies. (Ord. 303 § 7, 1984).

3.20.080 Overpayment – Refund.
Any money paid to the town of South Cle

Elum through error or otherwise not in pay-
ment of the tax imposed hereby or in excess of
such tax shall, upon request of the taxpayer, be
credited against any tax due or to become due
from such taxpayer hereunder or, upon the tax-
payer ceasing to do business in the town of
South Cle Elum, be refunded to the taxpayer;
provided, however, that overpayments extend-
ing beyond one year prior to notification of the
city shall not be refunded. (Ord. 532 § 3, 2013;
Ord. 303 § 8, 1984).

3.20.090 Violation – Penalty.
Any person subject to this chapter who shall

fail or refuse to apply for an occupational
license hereunder or to make the tax returns
required or to pay said tax quarterly when due,
or who shall make any false statement or rep-
resentation in or in connection with any return
or application for license, or who shall other-
wise violate or refuse to comply with this
chapter, shall upon conviction thereof be pun-
ished by a fine of not to exceed $500.00. (Ord.
303 § 9, 1984).

3.20.100 Annexation – Provision of 
ordinances.

Whenever the boundaries of the town of
South Cle Elum are extended by annexation,
all persons, firms and corporations subject to

this chapter will be provided with copies of all
annexation ordinances by the town of South
Cle Elum. (Ord. 303 § 10, 1984).

3.20.110 Administration – Powers of town 
clerk-treasurer.

The town clerk-treasurer is hereby autho-
rized to adopt, publish, and enforce, from time
to time, such rules and regulations for the
proper administration of this chapter as shall
be necessary, and it shall be a violation of this
chapter to violate or to fail to comply with any
such rule or regulation lawfully promulgated
hereunder. (Ord. 303 § 11, 1984).
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Title 4

(Reserved)
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Title 5

BUSINESS REGULATIONS

Chapters:
5.05 Business Licenses and Regulations
5.10 Amusement Places and Devices
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Chapter 5.05

BUSINESS LICENSES
AND REGULATIONS

Sections:
5.05.010 Business license required.
5.05.020 Conclusive presumption of 

engaging in business or profession.
5.05.030 Procedure.
5.05.040 Posting of license or certificate 

thereof.
5.05.050 License fee.
5.05.060 Transfer of license.
5.05.070 Premises inspection.
5.05.080 Certain exemptions.
5.05.090 Penalties.

5.05.010 Business license required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to con-

duct or carry on any business, practice, or pro-
fession in the town of South Cle Elum,
Washington without first securing a license to
do so and paying a license fee as hereinafter
provided. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the words
and phrases used herein, unless the context
otherwise indicates, shall have the following
meanings:

(1) “Certificate” means any certificate or
renewal of certificate issued pursuant to this
chapter;

(2) “Town clerk-treasurer” means the offi-
cial designated by the town council to occupy
the office and perform the duties of the town
clerk-treasurer, or his or her authorized repre-
sentative;

(3) “License” means any license or renewal
of license issued pursuant to this chapter;

(4) “Licensee” means any person to whom
a license or renewal of license has been issued
pursuant to this chapter;

(5) “Permit” means any permit or renewal
of permit issued pursuant to any business
license agreement;

(6) “Person” means any individual, partner-
ship, firm, joint stock company, corporation,
association, trust, estate, or any other legal
entity. (Ord. 396 § 1, 1997).

5.05.020 Conclusive presumption of 
engaging in business or 
profession. 

Every person, firm or corporation or entity
who or which for pay, hire or profit engages in
any principal business use, as defined as per-
mitted principal uses in SCEMC 17.20.010
and 17.25.010, business and light industrial
districts, within the town of South Cle Elum
shall be conclusively presumed to be conduct-
ing or carrying on a business or practicing a
profession in the town of South Cle Elum for
purpose of this chapter. This conclusive pre-
sumption is in addition to, and not in limitation
or restriction of, any and all other circum-
stances or presumptions with respect to con-
ducting, carrying on or engaging in a business
or profession. (Ord. 396 § 2, 1997).

5.05.030 Procedure.
Application for said license shall be made in

writing to the town clerk-treasurer upon a form
provided by said clerk-treasurer, and the appli-
cant shall at the same time deposit with the
clerk-treasurer in advance the license fee
herein required. The clerk-treasurer shall
thereupon issue a license certificate to the
applicant. (Ord. 396 § 3, 1997).

5.05.040 Posting of license or certificate 
thereof.

Any license or certificate thereof, issued
pursuant to this chapter, shall be posted in a
conspicuous place in the place of business of
the licensee. (Ord. 396 § 4, 1997).

5.05.050 License fee.
The fee for the business license referred to

in this chapter shall be the sum of $50.00 for
each calendar year or any part thereof. License
fees and business taxes shall not be refundable,
and shall not be prorated. All payments shall
be made in advance. (Ord. 486 § 1, 2007; Ord.
396 § 5, 1997).

5.05.060 Transfer of license.
No business license issued under this chap-

ter shall be transferable from one person to
another. Upon the sale or transfer of any sub-
stantial interest in a business, the license there-
for shall be null and void. A new application
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shall be made by any person desiring to oper-
ate or maintain the business. (Ord. 396 § 6,
1997).

5.05.070 Premises inspection.
(1) The town clerk-treasurer or a desig-

nated representative thereof is authorized to
make such inspections and take such action as
may be required to enforce the provisions of
this chapter.

(2) Whenever necessary to make an inspec-
tion to enforce any of the provisions of any
business license ordinance, or whenever the
town clerk-treasurer has reasonable cause to
believe that a licensee is operating in violation
of this chapter, the town clerk-treasurer or his
or her designee may enter such licensee’s
place of business, which is licensed pursuant to
this chapter, at all reasonable times to inspect
the same or perform any duty imposed on the
director by this chapter; provided, that:

(a) If the place of business is occupied,
the town clerk-treasurer shall first present
proper credentials and demand entry; and

(b) If the place of business is unoccu-
pied, the town clerk-treasurer shall first make
a reasonable effort to locate the licensee hav-
ing charge or control of the place of business
and demand entry.

(3) No person shall fail or neglect, after
proper demand, to admit the town clerk-trea-
surer, while acting within the scope of employ-
ment, to any place of business pursuant to this
chapter, or to interfere with the town clerk-
treasurer while in the performance of job
duties. (Ord. 396 § 7, 1997).

5.05.080 Certain exemptions.
This chapter shall not be construed to apply

to churches or purely charitable organizations.
(Ord. 396 § 8, 1997).

5.05.090 Penalties.
Any person who shall violate or fail to com-

ply with any of the provisions of this chapter
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in any
sum not to exceed $10,000. (Ord. 396 § 9,
1997).

Chapter 5.10

AMUSEMENT PLACES AND DEVICES

Sections:

Article I. Public Pool Halls

5.10.010 Definition.
5.10.020 License required.
5.10.030 License – Fee – Issuance.
5.10.040 Violation – Penalty.

Article II. Pinball Machines and Punchboards

5.10.050 License required – Fees.
5.10.060 Pinball machine defined.
5.10.070 Installation in place of business.
5.10.080 Violation – Penalty.

Article I. Public Pool Halls

5.10.010 Definition.
Any building, room, or place where billiard

or pool tables are kept for hire, or where
money or other things of value is charged or
received for the use of such tables, is hereby
declared to be a public pool hall. (Ord. 56,
1916).

5.10.020 License required.
It is hereby declared a misdemeanor for any

person, firm, or corporation to conduct or
maintain any public pool hall in the town of
South Cle Elum without first obtaining a
license therefor, and any person found in
charge of such public pool hall, whether he be
proprietor, owner, clerk or employee, shall be
deemed as conducting said place, and every
day that any public pool hall shall be kept open
without a license shall be deemed a separate
offense. (Ord. 56, 1916).

5.10.030 License – Fee – Issuance.
(1) The license fee shall be $5.00 per

annum for each pool or billiard table kept in
such public pool hall.

(2) The license in this chapter provided
shall be issued by the town clerk. Upon the fil-
ing with him by the applicant shall be provided
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a receipt from the town treasurer, showing said
license fee paid. (Ord. 56, 1916).

5.10.040 Violation – Penalty.
Any person found guilty and convicted of

the violation of any of the provisions of this
article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
fined in any sum not exceeding $100.00. (Ord.
56, 1916).

Article II. Pinball Machines 
and Punchboards

5.10.050 License required – Fees.
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or

corporation, engaged in the business of distrib-
uting and placing pinball machines or punch-
boards, to place any such pinball machines or
punchboard for operation by the public in any
public place in the town of South Cle Elum,
Washington, without first being licensed to do
so by the town council of the town of South
Cle Elum, and payment of fees as follows:

(1) For pinball machines, $10.00 per month
for each such machine, to be paid by the dis-
tributor.

(2) For punchboards, $0.50 for each such
punchboard, to be paid by the distributor. (Ord.
119 § 1, 1948).

5.10.060 Pinball machine defined.
A pinball machine is defined as any

machine in which a ball is used in the opera-
tion of a game of chance. (Ord. 119 § 2, 1948).

5.10.070 Installation in place of business.
It shall be unlawful for the proprietor of any

place of business in said town permit a pinball
machine or punchboard to be installed in his
place of business unless prior thereto the dis-
tributor shall have paid to the town of South
Cle Elum the required license fees. (Ord. 119
§ 3, 1948).

5.10.080 Violation – Penalty.
Any violation of this article shall be deemed

to be a misdemeanor and shall be punished by
a fine of not less than $5.00 nor more than
$100.00. (Ord. 119 § 4, 1948).
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Title 6

ANIMALS*

Chapters:
6.01 Dog Control

* Prior legislation: Ords. 348, 413, 509, 513 and 564.
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Chapter 6.01

DOG CONTROL

Sections:
6.01.010 Purpose of provisions.
6.01.020 Definitions.
6.01.030 Dog control zone established.
6.01.040 Law enforcement – Dog ordinance 

– Powers and duties.
6.01.050 Violations – Penalties.
6.01.060 Habitual violators.
6.01.070 Ownership by person under 18 

years of age.
6.01.080 Abatement of nuisances.
6.01.090 Enforcement.
6.01.100 Control of dogs.
6.01.110 Dog in estrus at large prohibited.
6.01.120 Restraint within quarantine area.
6.01.130 Removal of dog waste from public 

areas.
6.01.140 Rabies inoculation required.
6.01.150 Dog bites to be reported.
6.01.160 Impoundment of dogs.
6.01.170 Notice of impoundment.
6.01.180 Recovery of impounded dogs.
6.01.190 Disposition of dogs.
6.01.200 Remittance of fees and charges.
6.01.210 Dangerous dogs – Registration 

requirements – Fees.
6.01.220 Severability.
6.01.230 Immunity.

6.01.010 Purpose of provisions.
The purpose of the animal control ordinance

codified in this chapter is to enhance public
health, safety, and welfare through the regula-
tion of dog ownership and reduce or eliminate
offensive animal behavior. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh.
A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.020 Definitions.
The following words and phrases used or

referred to in this chapter shall have the fol-
lowing meanings unless a different meaning
appears from the context:

(1) “Adult dog” means any dog having a set
of permanent canine teeth, or older than six
months of age.

(2) “Animal” means any dog, cat, exotic,
wild or dangerous animal or livestock.

(3) “At large” means, with regard to dogs,
being physically present on public property
and not under the actual control of a person, or
being physically present on private premises
without permission of the person in control of
such premises. Exceptions: “At large” does not
include:

(a) Dogs exhibited in dog shows, field
trials, obedience training or trials, or the train-
ing of dogs; or

(b) The use of a dog under the supervi-
sion of a person to engage in lawful hunting
activities; or

(c) The use of a dog either to control or
protect livestock or property or in other related
agriculture activities under the supervision of
dog owner.

(d) The use of a dog in a law enforce-
ment function.

(4) “Bite” means to seize with teeth or jaws
so as to enter, grip, wound or pierce, which
causes visible injury.

(5) “Capable person” means any individual
having attributes, including physical and men-
tal abilities, sufficient to control an animal and
being at least 18 years of age.

(6) “Conviction” has the same meaning as
provided in RCW 10.97.030.

(7) “Council” means the town of South Cle
Elum town council.

(8) “Dangerous dog” is as defined in RCW
16.08.070.

(9) “Department” means the entity or
agency under contract with the town of South
Cle Elum to provide law enforcement services
within the incorporated town of South Cle
Elum area or, in the alternative, the town of
South Cle Elum police department.

(10) “Livestock” has the meaning provided
in RCW 16.57.010.

(11) “Law enforcement” means the entity
or agency under contract with the town of
South Cle Elum to provide law enforcement
services within the incorporated town of South
Cle Elum town limits or, in the alternative, the
town of South Cle Elum police department.

(12) “Microchip” means a device
implanted for identification purposes.
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(13) “Nuisance” means any unlawful act,
or failure to perform a duty, which act or fail-
ure either annoys, injures, or endangers the
comfort, repose, health or safety of other per-
sons, or interferes with other persons’ use of
property.

(14) “Owner” means any person or legal
entity who knowingly harbors, keeps, pos-
sesses or maintains an animal, or who encour-
ages an animal to remain about their property
for a period of 72 hours or more, or who is the
person named on the license/registration
record of any animal as the owner. The parent
or guardian of an owner under 18 years of age
shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of
this chapter.

(15) “Permit” means and includes human
conduct that is intentional, deliberate, careless,
inadvertent or negligent in relation to any ani-
mal owned by the person.

(16) “Person” means any individual or nat-
ural person at least 18 years of age, associa-
tion, firm, partnership, corporation or other
legal entity.

(17) “Physical injury” means impairment
of physical condition or substantial pain which
is directly caused by a dog’s behavior, and
includes scratches, scrapes, cuts, punctures or
other evidence of physical injury, but not to
include dog bite or bites.

(18) “Potentially dangerous dog” is as
defined in RCW 16.08.070, and in addition
includes any dog at large in a pack of three or
more.

(19) “Premises” means the area of land to
which a person has legal rights of possession,
use and control.

(20) “Quarantine area” means any area
defined by, but not limited to, a veterinarian,
physician, public health official, or animal
control officer, or animal control facility under
contract with the town where, for a specified
period of time, a dog is to be kept separated
from other animals or people.

(21) “Secure enclosure” has the same
meaning as “proper enclosure of a dangerous
dog” defined in RCW 16.08.070.

(22) “Severe injury” has the same meaning
as in RCW 16.08.070.

(23) “Tag” means a pre-numbered metal or
plastic identification license sold to an
owner/custodian for a specific pet animal.
Rabies identification or other identification
may not be substituted or accepted in lieu of a
license tag.

(24) “Tattoo” means a pre-designated iden-
tification number inked into the inside of the
ear, lip or flank of the dog.

(25) “Town” means the town of South Cle
Elum. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624
§ 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.030 Dog control zone established.
Pursuant to Chapter 16.10 RCW, the incor-

porated territory of the town of South Cle
Elum is hereby declared to a dog control zone
subject to the regulations of this chapter. (Ord.
634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A),
2022).

6.01.040 Law enforcement – Dog 
ordinance – Powers and duties.

Law enforcement shall have the authority
to:

(1) Enforce the provisions of this chapter,
the town code and the laws of the state of
Washington relating to dogs, and discharge the
duties provided herein.

(2) Collect, according to the provisions of
the town code, any costs, fees or charges for
registration, licensing and impounding or
keeping any dog. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A),
2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.050 Violations – Penalties.
It is unlawful for any person to violate any

provision of this chapter. Any person violating
any of the provisions of this chapter shall be
guilty of a civil infraction, except that any per-
son who violates SCEMC 6.01.060 or
6.01.070 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Upon conviction of any misdemeanor viola-
tion of this chapter, such person shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by
both such fine and imprisonment. Unless oth-
erwise specified in this chapter, any person
found guilty of a civil infraction of this chapter
shall be fined $125.00 for each violation. Any
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violation of this chapter may result in the dog
being impounded, and/or destroyed by order of
the court. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.060 Habitual violators.
(1) Having been convicted of two or more

criminal violations of this chapter, whether
singularly or in combination within a five-year
period; or

(2) Having been found to have committed
four or more civil infractions of this chapter,
whether singularly or in combination within a
five-year period, shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor as set out in SCEMC 6.01.050. (Ord.
634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A),
2022).

6.01.070 Ownership by person under 18 
years of age.

Any person under the age of 18 years old
who owns any dangerous animal as defined in
RCW 16.08.070 shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor as set out in SCEMC 6.01.050. (Ord.
634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A),
2022).

6.01.080 Abatement of nuisances.
Violations of this chapter are deemed public

nuisances. Any person violating any provision
of this chapter may be enjoined from contin-
ued violations or ordered to abate such public
nuisance, whether such injunction be in addi-
tion to the civil penalties provided as a part of
the disposition in the civil prosecution or in an
independent action in equity and shall be liable
for all costs and expenses of abating the same.
(Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2
(Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.090 Enforcement.
Law enforcement shall not be required to

enforce provisions of this chapter except
within available resources and:

(1) Upon receipt of a verbal or written com-
plaint of a person who has satisfactorily iden-
tified himself to the department and is willing
to testify that the dog has acted in a manner
that puts the animal in the definition of
SCEMC 6.01.020(3), (8) or (18). The com-

plainant has either supplied the name and
address of the dog owner or has supplied the
fact that the dog does not have an owner; or
actions of the dog in question are witnessed by
an animal control authority or law enforce-
ment officer; or dog bite reports filed with the
animal control authority as required by this
chapter or state law. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A),
2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.100 Control of dogs.
It is unlawful for any owner to permit any

dog to be at large. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A),
2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.110 Dog in estrus at large prohibited.
It is unlawful for any person to permit a

female dog in estrus, also known as being in
season or in heat, to be accessible to any male
dog not owned by the female dog’s owner,
except by the agreement of the owners of both
the male and female dogs for the purpose of
controlled breeding for the betterment of the
breed. Any person found guilty of a violation
of this section shall be fined $225.00 for each
violation. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.120 Restraint within quarantine 
area.

It is unlawful for any person to permit any
dog to leave the confines of any quarantine
area. Any person found guilty of a violation of
this section shall be fined $500.00 for each
violation. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.130 Removal of dog waste from 
public areas.

It is unlawful for the owner or other person
with custody of a dog to fail to remove any
feces excreted by the dog from any public
place not designed to receive dog waste,
including without limitation streets, sidewalks,
parking strips and public parks, or any private
place off the dog owner’s premises. Any per-
son found guilty of a violation of this section
shall be fined $125.00 for each violation. (Ord.
634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A),
2022).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 6.01.170

6-5 (Revised 2/23)

6.01.140 Rabies inoculation required.
(1) Dog owners shall have their dogs vacci-

nated and revaccinated against rabies follow-
ing veterinary and USDA-licensed rabies
vaccine manufacturer instructions.

(2) Any dog without documentation of cur-
rent rabies vaccination that has bitten any per-
son shall immediately be confined for a period
of 10 days, or euthanized by a licensed veteri-
narian. The location of confinement shall be
determined by the health department and shall
be at the expense of the owner or custodian.
The period of confinement shall not be
required if the dog is euthanized by a licensed
veterinarian; however, the owner or custodian
shall bear the cost of euthanasia.

(3) It is unlawful for any person to release a
quarantined dog from confinement until such
release has been approved by the health
department.

(4) It is unlawful for the owner of any dog
without documentation of current rabies vacci-
nation that has bitten any person to destroy
such dog before it can be confined by the
health department or euthanized by a licensed
veterinarian, unless the dog is destroyed in
order to stop an attack. The owner or custodian
of any such dog that has been reported as hav-
ing inflicted a bite on any person shall on
demand of the health department produce such
dog for examination and quarantine as pre-
scribed in this section. The failure of such
owner or custodian to comply with such order
may be prosecuted as a violation of RCW
70.05.120 pursuant to WAC 246-100-070(3).
If the owner or custodian knowingly conceals
or refuses to produce the dog, each day of con-
cealment or refusal to produce shall constitute
a separate and individual violation of this sec-
tion.

If any dog under quarantine becomes ill or
dies while under observation, the health
department shall immediately notify the town
health officer and take immediate action to
obtain veterinary evaluation and/or a patholog-
ical exam, as required by the health officer.
The health officer shall be provided any
reports of human contact with the dog. (Ord.
634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A),
2022).

6.01.150 Dog bites to be reported.
Any person who is bitten by a dog and is

exposed to dog saliva through an open wound
on the person, or any doctor, veterinarian or
hospital employee having information that a
person has been bitten by a dog and been
exposed to dog saliva through an open wound
within the incorporated territory of the town
shall notify the department of such bite or
exposure, giving the description of the dog, the
name and address of the owner, and the loca-
tion of the incident, if known to said person.
(Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2
(Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.160 Impoundment of dogs.
Dogs found or reasonably believed to be

kept in violation of this chapter may be
impounded by the department; provided, that
if a complaint identifying the dog owner of a
dog at large is received and the dog owner can
be immediately located, the dog shall be left
with the dog owner, and a summons and notice
to appear in regard to the violation may be
issued to such dog owner. The owner or custo-
dian of any impounded dog shall be responsi-
ble for all costs to impound and care for the
dog. Any dog which has been impounded and
appears sick or injured may be referred to a
licensed veterinarian for medical care at the
discretion of the department. All costs for
medical care shall also be the responsibility of
the owner or custodian. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh.
A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.170 Notice of impoundment.
(1) The department or its designee shall

within 24 hours after impounding any dog, or
the next business day:

(a) Attempt to contact the animal owner
by phone; and

(b) Leave a written notice at home or by
mail to the registered owner of the dog con-
taining:

(i) A notice of the impoundment of
such dog; and

(ii) The terms upon which such dog
can be released; and

(iii) The consequences of failure to
obtain the release of any dog within 48 hours,
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exclusive of holidays and Sunday, from the
time of impounding, are that the dog may be
put to death, or otherwise disposed of as
directed by law enforcement or his/her desig-
nee.

(2) If the owner of any impounded dog is
unknown, then the department or its designee
shall within 24 hours of impoundment or by
the end of the next business day post at the ani-
mal shelter a notice of impoundment describ-
ing the dog. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.180 Recovery of impounded dogs.
(1) A dog wearing a dog tag, tattoo or

microchip may be recovered within five busi-
ness days of impoundment. Dogs not wearing
a dog tag, tattoo or microchip may be recov-
ered within three business days of impound-
ment. Injured or sick dogs shall be exempt
from these recovery periods.

(2) Dogs may be recovered only by a per-
son who offers satisfactory proof of ownership
or authorization to obtain custody of the dog,
presents satisfactory proof of current rabies
vaccination and who pays the charges for
recovering impounded dogs as established by
the department. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023;
Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.190 Disposition of dogs.
(1) A dog which has not been recovered

within the applicable time frame after
impoundment as set forth in this chapter may
be sold, offered for legal adoption or
destroyed.

(2) A dog voluntarily given to the depart-
ment by the dog owner for the purpose of dis-
posal may be sold, offered for legal adoption
or destroyed forthwith without awaiting expi-
ration of recovery period. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh.
A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.200 Remittance of fees and charges.
Where dogs are impounded in an animal

shelter under contract with the town, the
impoundment charge, additional charges, and
applicable fines shall be remitted to the shelter.
(Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2
(Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.210 Dangerous dogs – Registration 
requirements – Fees.

(1) In addition to any other registration and
licensing requirements provided in this chap-
ter, it is unlawful for a person to keep any dog
which is considered a dangerous dog in the
town without a certificate of registration
issued under this section. This section shall not
apply to dogs used by law enforcement offi-
cials for police work. Any person found guilty
of violation of this section shall be fined
$500.00 for each violation.

(2) The department shall issue a certificate
of registration to the owner of a dangerous dog
if the owner presents to the department suffi-
cient evidence of compliance with the require-
ments of RCW 16.08.080.

(3) A fee shall be set by the legislative body
on an interim basis as part of the law enforce-
ment’s fee schedule. A fee of $150.00 shall be
paid to the department by any person seeking
to register a dangerous dog. (Ord. 634 § 2
(Exh. A), 2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.220 Severability.
Should any section or provision of the ordi-

nance codified in this chapter be declared by
the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid,
such decision shall not affect the validity of
this chapter as a whole, or any part thereof
other than the part so declared to be unconsti-
tutional or invalid. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A),
2023; Ord. 624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).

6.01.230 Immunity.
The town of South Cle Elum, the animal

control authority and the animal control officer
shall be immune from any and all civil liability
for any actions taken pursuant to this chapter,
or for any failure to take action to enforce the
provisions of this chapter. It is not the purpose
or intent of this chapter to create on the part of
the town of South Cle Elum or its agents any
special duties or relationships with specific
individuals. (Ord. 634 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
624 § 2 (Exh. A), 2022).
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Title 8

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Chapters:
8.05 Nuisances
8.10 Junk Vehicles
8.15 Fireworks
8.20 Garbage and Solid Waste Management
8.25 Parks
8.30 Camping
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Chapter 8.05

NUISANCES

Sections:
8.05.010 Definition.
8.05.020 Specific public nuisance declared.
8.05.030 Nuisances declared unlawful.
8.05.040 Enforcement by authorized 

official.
8.05.050 Violations deemed infractions.
8.05.055 Joint and several responsibility and 

liability.
8.05.060 Violations – Enforcement.
8.05.070 Order to correct violation.
8.05.075 Abatement by town – Costs – Lien.
8.05.080 Notice of infraction.
8.05.090 Failure to comply.
8.05.100 Contested hearing.
8.05.110 Mitigation hearing.
8.05.120 Penalties.
8.05.130 Nature of proceedings.

8.05.010 Definition.
The term “public nuisance” is defined to be

an act or omission to act, or a condition of or
use of property which either annoys, injures or
endangers the comfort, repose, health or safety
of the public, offends public decency,
decreases the value of nearby property, or in
any way renders other persons insecure in life
or in the use of property. (Ord. 377 § 1, 1995).

8.05.020 Specific public nuisance 
declared.

The following specific acts, omissions,
places, conditions and things are hereby
declared to be a nuisance: maintaining, using,
placing, depositing, causing, allowing, leaving
or permitting to be or remain in or upon any
private lot, building structure, or premises, or
in or upon any street, avenue, alley, park, park-
way or other public or private place in the town
of South Cle Elum, or any one or more of the
following places, conditions, things, or acts to
the prejudice, danger or annoyance of others:

(1) Potential Pest or Vermin Habitat,
Health or Fire Hazard Conditions. Any areas
or features of a property including but not lim-
ited to privies, vaults, cesspools, sumps, pits or

like places which are malodorous, endanger
property or public safety, constitute a health or
fire hazard, or a pest or vermin habitat; 

(2) Trash Covered Premises. Any premises
containing trash or abandoned materials,
except that which is kept in garbage cans or
containers maintained for regular collection;

(3) Dangerous Structures. Any dangerous,
decaying, unkempt, falling or damaged dwell-
ing, fence, or other structure;

(4) Potential Pest or Vermin Habitat,
Health or Fire Hazard Conditions. Any accu-
mulation of material on a property including,
but not limited to, animal matter, ashes, bot-
tles, boxes, broken stone, building materials
which are not properly stored or neatly piled,
cans, cement, crates, empty barrels, dead ani-
mals or animal waste, glass, litter, mattresses
or bedding, old appliances or equipment or any
parts thereof, furniture, iron or other scrap
metal, packing cases, packing material, plas-
ter, plastic, rags, wire, yard waste or debris or
other objects which endanger property or pub-
lic safety, or constitute a health or fire hazard
or pest or vermin habitat; provided, that noth-
ing herein shall prevent the temporary reten-
tion of waste in approved, covered receptacles;

(5) Junk Vehicles. Any wrecked, inopera-
ble, abandoned or disassembled trailer, house
trailer, boat, tractor, automobile or other vehi-
cle, or any parts thereof. A junk vehicle
includes apparently inoperable, immobile, dis-
assembled or extensively damaged vehicles.
Evidence of inoperability and damage
includes, but is not limited to, a buildup of
debris that obstructs use, a broken window or
windshield, a missing wheel, a flat tire, a non-
functional motor or transmission, missing
bumpers, or missing license plates; provided
nothing herein shall prevent the keeping or
storage of any vehicle on private property
which is screened from view;

(6) Attractive Nuisances. Any attractive
nuisance which may prove detrimental to chil-
dren, whether in or on a building, on the pre-
mises of a building, or upon an unoccupied lot,
which is left in any place exposed or accessible
to children including unfenced areas. This
includes unused or abandoned refrigerators,
freezers, or other large appliances or equip-
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ment or any parts thereof; abandoned motor
vehicles; any structurally unsound or unsafe
fence or edifice; any unsecured or abandoned
excavation, pit, well, cistern, storage tank or
shaft; any building or structure commenced
and left unfinished; and any lumber, trash,
debris or vegetation which may prove a hazard
for minors;

(7) Obstructions to the Public Right-of-
Way. Use of property abutting a public street
or sidewalk or use of a public street or side-
walk which causes any obstruction to traffic or
to open access to the streets or sidewalks; pro-
vided, that this subsection shall not apply to
events, parades, or the use of the streets or pub-
lic rights-of-way when authorized by the town.
This section includes the existence of drainage
onto or over any sidewalk, street or public
right-of-way, and the existence of any debris
or plant growth on sidewalks adjacent to any
property;

(8) Vegetation. Any noxious or toxic weed
or uncultivated plant, weed or tall grass which
may be a fire hazard, or any tree which is in
danger of falling and creates a substantial risk
of damage or injury;

(9) Animals. The keeping or harboring of
any animal which by frequent or habitual
howling, yelping, barking or the making of
other noises, or the keeping or harboring of
any fowl which by frequent habitual crowing
or the making of other noises, shall annoy or
disturb a neighborhood or any considerable
number of persons;

(10) Illegal Dumping. Dumping of any type
by any person on public or private property not
registered as a legal dump site or dumping,
depositing, placing or leaving of any garbage,
ashes, debris, gravel, earth, rock, stone or other
material upon the banks, channels, beds or bars
of any navigable water; or the felling of any
tree or trees, so that the same shall in whole or
in part project within the high water bank of
any navigable watercourse; or the casting,
placing, depositing or leaving of any logs,
roots, snags, stumps or brush upon the banks or
in the bed or channel of any navigable water-
course;

(11) Dangerous Materials. Any poisonous
or harmful substance which is reasonably
accessible to persons or to animals or the burn-
ing of material in a manner that causes smoke,
ashes or gases arising from such burning to
become discomforting or annoying, or to
injure or endanger the health of any person or
neighborhood;

(12) Property Maintenance. Every owner or
occupant of a dwelling unit located in proxim-
ity to another occupied or unoccupied dwell-
ing unit shall keep the yard space thereof
reasonably neat and clean and free of uncut
grass, weeds, and brush which may endanger
property or public safety, or constitute a health
or fire hazard, or pest or vermin habitat. Every
owner of a vacant lot or building located in
close proximity to another occupied dwelling
unit shall keep the premises reasonably neat
and clean and free of uncut grass, weeds and
brush which may which endanger property or
public safety, or constitute a health or fire haz-
ard, or pest or vermin habitat. (Ord. 561 § 1,
2015; Ord. 377 § 2, 1995).

8.05.030 Nuisances declared unlawful.
All nuisances as set forth in this chapter, and

all acts perpetrating, maintaining, aiding and
abetting such nuisance are declared to be
unlawful, and are prohibited in the town and
are subject to the penalties prescribed in this
chapter. (Ord. 423 § 1, 2000).

8.05.040 Enforcement by authorized 
official.

Only an authorized official may enforce the
provisions of this title. For purposes of this
title, an authorized official is defined as any of
the following: 

(1) The chief of the Cle Elum police depart-
ment and his or her authorized representatives
shall have the authority to enforce the provi-
sions of this title.

(2) The city of Cle Elum prosecuting attor-
ney shall have the authority to enforce the pro-
visions of this title and may institute any legal
proceedings necessary to enforce the provi-
sions of this title.
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(3) The mayor of the town of South Cle
Elum, or the town superintendent or town
attorney, as the mayor’s designee, shall have
the authority to enforce the provisions of this
title. (Ord. 425 § 2, 2000; Ord. 423 § 2, 2000).

8.05.050 Violations deemed infractions.
Any person who causes, maintains, aids or

abets a nuisance; does an unlawful act under
this chapter; fails to perform a required act or
obligation under this chapter; or allows or per-
mits a nuisance or an unlawful act or omission
under this chapter to occur on property that
person owns, occupies, or has legal control
over; is in violation of this chapter and shall be
deemed to have committed a civil infraction.
Each such violation shall constitute a separate
civil infraction for each and every day or por-
tion thereof during which such violation is
committed, continued or permitted. (Ord. 561
§ 2, 2015; Ord. 423 § 3, 2000).

8.05.055 Joint and several responsibility 
and liability.

Responsibility for violations of this chapter
is joint and several, both as to duty to correct
and to payment of monetary penalties and
costs, and the town is not prohibited from tak-
ing action against a party where other persons
may also be potentially responsible for a viola-
tion, nor is the town required to take action
against all persons potentially responsible for a
violation. (Ord. 561 § 3, 2015).

8.05.060 Violations – Enforcement.
(1) Any authorized official under SCEMC

8.05.040 may investigate alleged or apparent
violations of this title.

(2) If an authorized official makes a deter-
mination that a violation has occurred or is
occurring, that official shall pursue reasonable
attempts to secure voluntary correction by
issuing an order to correct violation. An autho-
rized official may issue a notice of infraction if
that official reasonably believes a violation has
occurred and that violation is not corrected by
the date set forth on the order to correct viola-
tion. (Ord. 423 § 4, 2000).

8.05.070 Order to correct violation.
(1) An order to correct violation is issued in

an effort to secure voluntary correction within
30 calendar days of the receipt of the notifica-
tion; provided, that if the public health or
safety is in immediate danger, the date of cor-
rection may be of shorter duration.

(2) The order to correct violation shall con-
tain:

(a) The name and address of the prop-
erty owner or the other person(s) to whom the
order to correct violation is directed; and

(b) The street address or description suf-
ficient for identification of the building, struc-
ture, premises, or land upon or within which
the violation has occurred or is occurring; and

(c) A description of the violation and a
reference to that provision of the South Cle
Elum Municipal Code which is alleged to have
been violated; and

(d) A statement of the action required to
be taken to correct the violation and a date or
time by which correction is to be completed;
and

(e) A statement that failure to respond to
the order to correct violation within 30 calen-
dar days will result in the issuance of a notice
of infraction and the commencement of a mon-
etary penalty in an amount per day for each
violation assessed against the person(s) to
whom the order to correct violation is directed
for each and every day, or portion thereof, on
which the violation continues following the
date set for correction; and

(f) The signature of the authorized offi-
cial who issues the order to correct violation.

(3) The order to correct violation is issued
to the property owner or to any person causing,
allowing, or participating in the alleged viola-
tion. The order to correct violation shall be
served upon the person to whom it is directed
by mailing a copy of the order by certified
mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested,
to such person at his or her last known address
and, where possible, posting a copy of the
order conspicuously on the affected property
or structure. Proof of service shall be made at
the time of service by a written declaration
under penalty of perjury executed by the per-
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son effecting the service, declaring the loca-
tion, time, and date of service and the manner
in which service was made.

(4) Upon written agreement between an
authorized official and the party allegedly in
violation, the parties may agree to an extension
of time to correct the violation.

(a) The extension of time shall include a
date certain in the future upon which correc-
tion of the violation is to be complete.

(b) The extension of time shall be
granted only upon a showing of good cause as
demonstrated in the written agreement. Fac-
tors to be considered for good cause include,
without limitation:

(i) Substantial completion of the nec-
essary correction;

(ii) Unforeseeable circumstances
which render completion of the necessary cor-
rection impossible by the date established;

(iii) A proposed phased removal plan
that extends beyond the established correction
date.

(5) When an order to correct violation has
been previously issued for the same offense to
the same person at the same location, the
authorized official is not required to issue an
order to correct violation and may immedi-
ately issue a notice of infraction. (Ord. 423 § 5,
2000).

8.05.075 Abatement by town – Costs – 
Lien.

(1) Abatement by Town. The town §may
perform any abatement required to eliminate
any nuisance where a violator has been found
to have committed a violation or infraction
under this chapter, has failed to comply with
any agreement to abate under this chapter, or
has otherwise found to be maintaining a nui-
sance. The town may utilize town employees
or a private contractor under town direction to
accomplish the abatement. The town, its
employees and agents using lawful means are
expressly authorized to enter upon the prop-
erty of the violator for such purposes. Nothing
in this chapter shall prohibit the town from
pursuing abatement of a violation pursuant to
any other laws of the state of Washington or
the town.

(2) Summary Abatement. Whenever any
violation causes a condition, the continued
existence of which constitutes an immediate
threat to the public health, safety or welfare or
to the environment, the town may summarily
and without prior notice abate the condition.
Notice of such abatement, including the reason
for it, shall be given to the person responsible
for the violation as soon as reasonably possible
after the abatement. No right of action shall lie
against the town or its agents, officers, or
employees for actions reasonably taken to pre-
vent or cure any such immediate threats, but
neither shall the town be entitled to recover
any costs incurred for summary abatement,
prior to the time that actual notice of same is
provided to the person responsible for the vio-
lation.

(3) Obstruction with Work Prohibited. No
person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with
the town, its employees or agents, or any per-
son who owns or holds any interest or estate in
any property in the performance of any neces-
sary act preliminary or incidental to carrying
out an abatement. 

(4) Recovery of Costs. The town shall bill
its costs, including incidental expenses, of pur-
suing code compliance and/or of abating a vio-
lation to the person responsible for the
violation, and/or against the subject property.
Such costs shall become due and payable 30
days after the date of the bill. The term “inci-
dental expenses” shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, personnel costs, both direct and
indirect, including attorneys’ fees incurred by
the town; costs incurred in documenting the
violation; the actual expenses and costs to the
town in the preparation of notices, specifica-
tions and contracts, and in inspecting the work;
hauling, storage and disposal expenses; the
cost of any required printing and mailing; and
interest. The town manager or designee, or the
hearing examiner, may in his or her discretion
waive in whole or part the assessment of any
costs upon a showing that abatement has
occurred or is no longer necessary, or that the
costs would cause a significant financial hard-
ship for the responsible party. Any challenge
to the amount of the abatement costs must be
made within 14 days of issuance of the bill and
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shall be heard by the mayor in an informal
hearing. The mayor shall make a written deter-
mination as to whether or not the town’s costs
were accurate and necessary for accomplish-
ing the abatement. 

(5) Payment of Monetary Penalties and
Costs. Any monetary penalties or costs
assessed pursuant to this chapter constitute a
personal obligation of the person responsible
for the violation. In addition, the monetary
penalties or costs assessed pursuant to this
chapter may be assessed against the property
that is the subject of the enforcement action.
The town attorney is authorized to collect the
monetary penalty or costs by use of appropri-
ate legal remedies, the seeking or granting of
which shall neither stay nor terminate the
accrual of additional per diem monetary penal-
ties so long as the violation continues. The
town may incorporate any outstanding penalty
or cost into an assessment lien if the town
incurs costs of abating the violation. Any mon-
etary penalty assessed must be paid in full to
the town within 30 days from the date of ser-
vice of an uncontested notice of violation or
any order of the hearing examiner that assesses
monetary penalties. 

(6) Use of Collection Agency. Pursuant to
Chapter 19.16 RCW, as currently enacted or
hereafter amended, the town may, at its discre-
tion, use a collection agency for the purposes
of collecting penalties and costs assessed pur-
suant to this chapter. The collection agency
may add fees or interest charges to the original
amount assigned to collections as allowed by
law. No debt may be assigned to a collection
agency until at least 30 calendar days have
elapsed from the time that the town attempts to
notify the person responsible for the debt of the
existence of the debt and that the debt may be
assigned to a collection agency for collection if
the debt is not paid. Notice of potential assign-
ment to collections shall be made by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to the last
known address of the person responsible for
the violation; provided, inability to ascertain a
current mailing address shall not prohibit the
debt from being assigned to collections.

 (7) Assessment Lien. If penalties or costs
assessed against a property are not paid within
30 days, the town clerk shall certify to the
county treasurer the confirmed amount for
assessment on the tax rolls. The county trea-
surer shall enter the amount of such assess-
ment upon the tax rolls against the property for
the current year and the same shall become a
part of the general taxes for that year to be col-
lected at the same time and with interest at
such rates as provided in RCW 84.56.020, as
now or hereafter amended, for delinquent
taxes, and when collected to be deposited to
the credit of the general fund of the town. The
lien shall be of equal rank with the state,
county and municipal taxes. The validity of
any assessment made under the provisions of
this chapter shall not be contested in any action
or proceeding unless the same is commenced
within 15 calendar days after the assessment is
placed upon the assessment roll. The town
attorney may also file a lien for such costs
against the real property.

(8) Continuing Duty to Abate Violations.
Payment of a monetary penalty or costs pursu-
ant to this chapter does not relieve the person
responsible for the violation of the duty to cor-
rect or abate the violation. Additional notices
of violation may be issued and/or criminal
charges filed for continuing failure to correct
or abate a violation. (Ord. 561 § 4, 2015; Ord.
425 § 1, 2000).

8.05.080 Notice of infraction.
An authorized official may issue a notice of

infraction where that official reasonably
believes that a violation has occurred or is
occurring and where the time for correction
has expired.

(1) A notice of infraction shall contain the
following:

(a) A statement indicating a determina-
tion has been made that the civil infraction has
been committed by the person named in the
notice and that the determination shall be final
unless contested as provided in this title;

(b) A statement of the specific civil
infraction(s) alleged to have been committed
for which the notice of infraction was issued;
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(c) A statement that the civil infraction
is a noncriminal offense for which imprison-
ment shall not be imposed as a sanction;

(d) A list of options provided in this
chapter for responding to the notice of infrac-
tion and the procedures necessary to exercise
these options;

(e) A statement that at any hearing to
contest the determination of infraction, the
burden is on the town to establish that the
infraction was committed by a preponderance
of the evidence and that the person may pro-
duce witnesses, including the authorized offi-
cial who issued and/or served the notice of
infraction;

(f) A statement that the person alleged to
have committed the infraction promises to
respond to the notice of infraction in a manner
consistent with this title, and a space for the
alleged violator’s signature;

(g) A statement that refusal to sign the
notice of infraction as directed in subsection
(1)(f) of this section shall constitute a determi-
nation that the person to whom the notice was
issued committed the infraction;

(h) The amount of the penalty for the
alleged infraction; and

(i) The name and signature of the autho-
rized official issuing the notice of infraction as
well as the time and place the notice was
issued.

(2) An authorized official may issue a
notice of infraction if that official reasonably
believes the provisions of this chapter have
been violated and good cause for extension has
not been provided by the person to whom the
order to correct was issued. A notice of infrac-
tion may be served by:

(a) An authorized official delivering the
notice of infraction to the person named on the
notice of infraction; or

(b) An authorized official filing the
notice of infraction with the district court, in
which case the court shall have the notice
served either personally or by mail, postage
prepaid on the person named in the notice of
infraction at his or her last known address.

(3) A notice of infraction shall be filed in
district court within 48 hours of issuance,
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.

Upper Kittitas County District Court shall
have jurisdiction to hear and determine these
matters.

(4) A notice of infraction represents a
determination that the person to whom the
notice was issued committed the infraction
unless contested under the provisions of this
title.
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(5) A person who has been served with a
notice of infraction shall respond to the notice
as provided within this section within 15 days
of the date the notice was served.

(6) If the person named in the notice of
infraction does not contest the determination,
the person shall respond by completing the
appropriate portion of the notice of infraction
and submitting it, either by mail or in person,
to the court specified in the notice. A check or
money order in the amount of the penalty pre-
scribed for the infraction must be submitted
with the response. When a response which
does not contest the determination is received,
an appropriate order shall be entered in the
court’s records, and a record of the response
order shall be furnished to the town clerk.

(7) If the person named in the notice of
infraction wishes to contest the determination,
the person shall respond by completing the
portion of the notice requesting a hearing and
submitting it, either by mail or in person, to the
court specified in the notice. The court shall
notify the person in writing of the time, place
and date of the hearing. The date of the hearing
shall not be earlier than seven days nor more
than 90 days from the date of the notice of the
hearing, except by agreement.

(8) If the person determined to have com-
mitted the civil infraction does not contest the
determination, but wishes to explain mitigat-
ing circumstances surrounding the infraction,
the person shall respond by completing the
portion of the notice of infraction requesting a
hearing for that purpose and submitting it,
either by mail or in person, to the court speci-
fied on the notice. The court shall notify the
person in writing of the time, place, and date of
the hearing, and that date shall not be earlier
than seven days nor more than 90 days from
the date of the notice of the hearing, except by
agreement.

(9) If the person named on the notice of
infraction is found by the court to have com-
mitted the infraction the court shall assess a
monetary penalty for the violation.

(10) The court may notify the town attor-
ney of a failure to respond to the notice of
infraction if the person named on the notice
fails to respond to the notice of infraction pro-

vided in subsection (6) of this section or fails
to appear at a hearing requested pursuant to
subsection (7) or (8) of this section. The court
shall notify the town clerk of any judgment
entered and the reasons therefor. (Ord. 423 § 6,
2000).

8.05.090 Failure to comply.
(1) Delinquent accounts with the court may

be referred to an agency for collection.
(2) An authorized official may, but need

not, appear in any proceedings under this title,
notwithstanding any statute or court rule to the
contrary. (Ord. 423 § 7, 2000).

8.05.100 Contested hearing.
(1) A hearing held to contest the determina-

tion that an infraction has been committed
shall be without a jury.

(2) The court may consider the notice of
infraction and any sworn statements submitted
by the authorized official who issued and
served the notice in lieu of his or her personal
appearance at the hearing. The person named
in the notice may produce witnesses, including
the authorized official who has issued and
served the notice, and has the right to present
and examine witnesses in court.

(3) The burden of proof is on the town to
establish the commission of the infraction by a
preponderance of the evidence.

(4) After consideration of the evidence and
argument, the court shall determine whether
the infraction was committed. If it has not been
established that the infraction was committed,
an order dismissing the notice shall be entered
in the court’s records. If it has been established
that a civil infraction has been committed, an
appropriate order shall be entered in the
court’s records.

(5) An appeal from the court’s determina-
tion or order shall be appealable to the superior
court in the manner provided by the Rules for
Appeal of Decisions of Courts of Limited
Jurisdiction (RALJ). The decision of the dis-
trict court is subject only to discretionary
review by the superior court. (Ord. 423 § 8,
2000).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 8.05.130

8-3.4 (Revised 8/01)

8.05.110 Mitigation hearing.
(1) A hearing held for the purpose of allow-

ing a person to explain mitigating circum-
stances surrounding the commission of an
infraction shall be an informal proceeding. The
determination that a civil infraction has been
committed may not be contested at a hearing
held for the purpose of explaining mitigating
circumstances.

(2) After the court has heard the explana-
tion of the circumstances surrounding the
commission of the civil infraction, an appro-
priate order shall be entered in the court’s
records.

(3) There shall be no appeal from the
court’s determination and order at a hearing
for the purpose of explaining mitigating cir-
cumstances. (Ord. 423 § 9, 2000).

8.05.120 Penalties.
(1) A person found to have committed a

civil infraction shall be assessed a monetary
penalty. The maximum penalty and default
amount for civil infraction under this title shall
be $250.00, not including statutory assess-
ments.

(2) Any monetary penalties imposed for a
second violation for the same offense by the
same person at the same location shall be dou-
ble that of the initial offense penalty as set
forth in subsection (1) of this section. Subse-
quent violations under this subsection shall
also be at a rate of twice that imposed under
subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Whenever a monetary penalty is
imposed by a court under this title, it is imme-
diately payable to the court. If the person is
unable to pay at that time, the court may grant
an extension of the period in which the penalty
may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or
before the time established for payment, the
court may proceed to collect the penalty in the
same manner as other civil judgments and may
notify the prosecuting attorney of the failure to
pay. The court shall also notify the town clerk
of the failure to pay the penalty, and the town
shall not issue the person any future permits
for any activities and/or work until the mone-
tary penalty has been paid in full. (Ord. 423
§ 10, 2000).

8.05.130 Nature of proceedings.
Any findings or order that an infraction has

been committed under the provisions of this
title is civil in nature. (Ord. 423 § 11, 2000).
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Chapter 8.10

JUNK VEHICLES

Sections:
8.10.010 Purpose.
8.10.020 Definitions.
8.10.030 Enforcement authority.
8.10.040 Certification and notification.
8.10.050 Determination of responsibility.
8.10.060 Abatement.
8.10.070 Cost of abatement.
8.10.080 Exceptions.
8.10.090 Determination abatement notice.
8.10.100 Public nuisance violation.
8.10.110 Penalty.

8.10.010 Purpose.
It is the purpose of this chapter to establish

procedures for the abatement and removal of
junk vehicles as public nuisances and to
enhance the aesthetic qualities of the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 377 § 3, 1995).

8.10.020 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the follow-

ing definitions shall be applicable:
(1) “Junk vehicle” means a vehicle meeting

at least three of the following requirements:
(a) Is three years old or older;
(b) Is extensively damaged, such dam-

age including, but not limited to any of the fol-
lowing: a broken window or windshield or
missing wheels, tires, motor or transmission;

(c) Is apparently inoperable;
(d) Is without a valid registration plate;
(e) Has a fair market value equal only to

the value of the scrap in it.
(2) “Vehicle” means every device capable

of being moved upon a roadway and in, upon
or by which any person or property is or may
be transported or drawn upon a roadway,
excepting devices moved by humans or animal
power or used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks. (Ord. 377 § 4, 1995).
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8.10.030 Enforcement authority.
The mayor or designated official shall

enforce this chapter and shall be responsible
for the abatement and removal of any vehicle
or part thereof declared by this chapter to be a
public nuisance. (Ord. 377 § 5, 1995).

8.10.040 Certification and notification.
(1) The mayor or designated official may

inspect and certify that a vehicle meets the
requirements of a junk vehicle. The official
making the certification shall record the make
and vehicle identification number or license
number of the vehicle if available, and shall
also describe in detail the damage or missing
equipment to verify that the value of the junk
vehicle is equivalent only to the value of the
scrap in it.

(2) The mayor or designated official shall
provide notice to the last registered owner of
record as shown on the records of the Wash-
ington State Department of Licensing and the
property owner of record upon which the vehi-
cle is located, by regular mail, that a hearing
may be requested and that if no hearing is
requested within 30 days of the date of mailing
of the notice, the vehicle will be removed.

(3) If a written request for a hearing is
received within the time frame specified
above, a notice giving the time, location and
date of the hearing on the question of abate-
ment and removal of the vehicle, or part
thereof, as a public nuisance shall be mailed,
by certified mail with a five-day return receipt
requested, to the owner of the land as shown on
the last equalized assessment roll and to the
last registered and legal owner of record unless
a vehicle is in such condition that identifica-
tion numbers are not available to determine
ownership. (Ord. 377 § 6, 1995).

8.10.050 Determination of responsibility. 
The owner of the property on which the

vehicle is located may appear in person at the
hearing or present a written statement in time
for consideration at the hearing and deny
responsibility for the presence of the vehicle
on the land, with his or her reasons for the
denial. If it is determined at the hearing that the
vehicle was placed on the land without consent

of the landowner, and that he or she has not
subsequently acquiesced in its presence, then
cost of administration or removal of the vehi-
cle shall not be assessed against the property
upon which the vehicle is located, nor can the
cost be collected from the property owner.
(Ord. 377 § 7, 1995).

8.10.060 Abatement.
After notice has been given of the town of

South Cle Elum’s intent to abate, remove or
dispose of the vehicle and after a hearing, if
requested, has been held, the vehicle or part
thereof shall be removed at the request of the
mayor or designated official and disposed of
by a licensed vehicle wrecker, hulk hauler, or
scrap processor with notice to the Washington
State Patrol and Washington State Department
of Licensing that the vehicle has been
wrecked. (Ord. 377 § 8, 1995).

8.10.070 Cost of abatement. 
Subject to the provisions of SCEMC

8.10.050, the cost of abatement and removal of
a vehicle or part thereof under this chapter
including the cost of administration and hear-
ing shall be assessed against the last registered
owner of the vehicle if the identity of the
owner can be determined, unless the owner in
the transfer of ownership of the vehicle has
complied with RCW 46.12.101, or the cost
may be assessed against the owner of the prop-
erty on which the vehicle is stored. (Ord. 377 §
9, 1995).

8.10.080 Exceptions.
This chapter shall not apply to:
(1) Any vehicle or hulk or part thereof

which is completely enclosed within a build-
ing in a lawful manner and not visible from the
street or other public or private property; or

(2) Any vehicle or hulk or part thereof
stored or parked in a lawful manner on private
property in connection with the legal business
of a licensed dismantled motor vehicle
wrecker located on appropriately zoned prop-
erty and fenced in accordance with the discre-
tion of the town; or
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(3) Any vehicle or hulk or part thereof
stored or parked in a lawful manner on private
property in connection with the business of a
licensed vehicle dealer or licensed repair facil-
ity. (Ord. 377 § 10, 1995).

8.10.090 Determination abatement notice. 
It shall be the duty of the mayor and town

council to determine if a public nuisance exists
within the town of South Cle Elum. Upon
making such determination, the mayor or the
mayor’s designated official shall serve written
notice upon the owner of record, as well as the
occupant of the property where the nuisance is
located that a resolution will be introduced at a
meeting of the town council authorizing the
town to remove or abate the public nuisance.
The notice shall include:

(1) A description of the property involved;
(2) The condition which constitutes the nui-

sance;
(3) An order requiring the abatement or

removal of the nuisance;
(4) The date and time of the presentation of

the hearing on the resolution authorizing the
town to abate or remove the nuisance;

(5) Notice that if the town removes or
abates the nuisance that the cost incurred by
the town shall become a charge against the
owner and a lien against the property. The
notice shall be served in such a manner that the
owner and occupant of the property receive it
not less than five days prior to the town council
meeting at which the resolution will be intro-
duced.

(6) If a nuisance has not been abated or
removed at the time of presentation of the res-
olution to the town council, the town council
may authorize the mayor to cause the nuisance
to be abated and removed to become a charge
against the owner of the property and a lien
against the property.

(7) Provided that where the nuisance is of
such character and is so situated that it can be
abated or removed without the unreasonable
invasion or destruction of private property,
further continuance is likely to result in
expense to the town or injury to any person, the
mayor may cause the nuisance to be sum-
marily abated. (Ord. 377 § 11, 1995).

8.10.100 Public nuisance violation. 
Any person who acts or fails to act or uses

his or her property in such a manner as to cre-
ate a public nuisance as defined in this chapter
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 377 §
12, 1995).

8.10.110 Penalty.
Any person found guilty of a misdemeanor

under the provisions of the above sections
shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $5,000.
Each act herein prohibited of a continuing
nature shall be considered a separate offense.
(Ord. 377 § 13, 1995).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 8.15.050

8-6 (Revised 3/16)

Chapter 8.15

FIREWORKS

Sections:
8.15.010 Purpose.
8.15.020 Definition.
8.15.030 Prohibition against discharge.
8.15.035 Adoption of state statutes.
8.15.040 Sale limits.
8.15.045 Emergencies – Restrictions on sale 

and use.
8.15.050 Penalty.

8.15.010 Purpose.
The town council of the town of South Cle

Elum recognizes that there are inordinately
high risks to public health and safety within the
town due to fire hazards resulting from the sale
and discharge of fireworks.

It is necessary to protect the public health
and safety by limiting the days upon which the
sale of fireworks can occur and in limiting the
time during which fireworks may be ignited.
(Ord. 546 § 1, 2014; Ord. 368 § 1, 1994).

8.15.020 Definition.
“Fireworks” means any composition or

device, in a finished state, containing any com-
bustible or explosive substance for the purpose
of producing a visible or audible effect by
combustion, explosion, deflagration or detona-
tion and classified as common or special fire-
works as defined in Chapter 70.77 RCW. (Ord.
546 § 1, 2014; Ord. 368 § 2, 1994).

8.15.030 Prohibition against discharge.
The town council of the town of South Cle

Elum prohibits the ignition or discharge of
fireworks within the town except pursuant to a
state public display permit. (Ord. 546 § 1,
2014; Ord. 368 § 3, 1994).

8.15.035 Adoption of state statutes.
The following sections of the Revised Code

of Washington, as they now read or as hereaf-
ter amended, are hereby adopted by reference
as if set out in this section in full:

RCW
70.77.126 Definitions – “Fireworks.”
70.77.131 Definitions – “Display 

fireworks.”
70.77.136 Definitions – “Consumer 

fireworks.”
70.77.210 Definitions – “Wholesaler.”
70.77.215 Definitions – “Retailer.”
70.77.410 Public displays not to be 

hazardous.
70.77.415 Supervision of public displays.
70.77.435 Seizure of fireworks.
70.77.440 Seizure of fireworks – 

Proceedings for forfeiture – 
Disposal of confiscated 
fireworks.

70.77.480 Prohibited transfers of fireworks.
70.77.485 Unlawful possession of illegal 

fireworks.
70.77.488 Unlawful discharge or use of 

fireworks – Penalty.
70.77.515 Unlawful sales or transfers of 

consumer fireworks – Penalty.
(Ord. 546 § 1, 2014).

8.15.040 Sale limits.
The town council of the town of South Cle

Elum limits the sale of fireworks within the
town. (Ord. 546 § 1, 2014; Ord. 368 § 4, 1994).

8.15.045 Emergencies – Restrictions on 
sale and use.

The fire chief may prohibit the sale, use, and
discharge of all fireworks during periods of
extreme fire danger. (Ord. 555 § 1, 2015).

8.15.050 Penalty.
Any person violating the provisions of this

chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not
more than $1,000 and by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. (Ord. 546 § 1, 2014; Ord. 368 §
5, 1994).
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Chapter 8.20

GARBAGE AND 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Sections:
8.20.010 Regulation of disposal.
8.20.020 Definitions.
8.20.030 Permit required – License fee.
8.20.040 Deposit of waste.
8.20.050 Penalty for violation.
8.20.060 Adoption of solid waste 

management plan.

8.20.010 Regulation of disposal.
Protection of public health and sanitation

requires a permit system for the for-hire col-
lection, removal and disposal of all garbage
within the corporate limits of the town of
South Cle Elum, and that the town have the
right to regulate disposal of such garbage.
(Ord. 311 § 1, 1985).

8.20.020 Definitions.
(1) “Garbage” means all putrescible and

nonputrescible waste including cans, boxes,
cartons, bottles, paper, refuse, accumulation of
animal, fruit or vegetable matter, liquid or oth-
erwise, waste that attends the preparation, use,
cooking, dealing in or storing of meat, fish,
fowl, fruit and vegetables, waste products of
coal, wood or other fuels used for heating and
cooking.

(2) “Person” means all persons, firms, part-
nerships, associations, incorporations. (Ord.
311 § 2, 1985).

8.20.030 Permit required – License fee.
No person for hire shall collect and/or

remove and/or dispose of any garbage within
the corporate limits of the town of South Cle
Elum without first having made application for
a permit to engage in such activity and without
having paid a license fee in the amount of
$25.00 per year, and further, have received
permission from the town council to engage in
such activity. (Ord. 311 § 3, 1985).

8.20.040 Deposit of waste.
All garbage collected pursuant to this chap-

ter shall be deposited only at a disposal site to
be designated by a joint solid waste manage-
ment plan of Kittitas County and the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 311 § 4, 1985).

8.20.050 Penalty for violation.
Any person convicted of violating any of the

provisions of this chapter shall be fined in any
sum not exceeding $5,000. (Ord. 311 § 5,
1985).

8.20.060 Adoption of solid waste 
management plan.

The solid waste management plan entitled
“A Cooperative Countywide Solid Waste
Management Plan for Kittitas County” and
dated June 1, 1973 is hereby adopted and by
reference made a part of this chapter. (Res.
1973-237).
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Chapter 8.25

PARKS

Sections:
8.25.010 Applicability.
8.25.020 Definitions.
8.25.030 Regulations issued by mayor.
8.25.040 Park scheduling – Permits and fees.
8.25.050 Park hours.
8.25.060 Motor vehicle operation and 

parking.
8.25.070 Bicycle operation.
8.25.080 Aircraft.
8.25.090 Restrictions on animals in parks.
8.25.100 Overnight camping.
8.25.110 Campfires.
8.25.120 Smoking.
8.25.130 Litter in parks.
8.25.140 Sales/rentals.
8.25.150 Signposting and solicitation.
8.25.160 Restricted areas.
8.25.170 Alcoholic beverages and drugs.
8.25.180 Fireworks prohibited in parks.
8.25.190 Certain weapons prohibited in 

parks.
8.25.200 Removal or destruction of park 

property.
8.25.210 Encroachments on park property.
8.25.220 Infraction – Penalty.

8.25.010 Applicability.
This chapter constitutes the general regula-

tions which will be in effect for all town parks
and for all other property under the manage-
ment of the town including, but not limited to,
property commonly known as greenways,
open spaces, trails, boulevards and plazas.
These general regulations are in addition to
other applicable town, state, and federal laws.
(Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.020 Definitions.
Whenever used in this chapter the following

terms shall be defined as herein indicated:
(1) “Aircraft” means any machine or device

designed to travel through the air including but
not limited to airplanes, remotely controlled
aircraft, helicopters and hot air balloons.

(2) “Alcoholic beverages” or “liquor”
includes the four varieties of liquor defined as
alcohol, spirits, wine and beer, all fermented,
spirituous, vinous, or malt liquor, and all other
intoxicating beverages, and every liquor, solid
or semisolid or other substance, patented or
not, containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer;
all drinks or drinkable liquids and all prepara-
tions of mixtures capable of human consump-
tion. Any liquor, semisolid, solid or other
substance which contains more than one per-
cent alcohol by weight shall be conclusively
deemed to be intoxicating.

(3) “Bicycles” shall mean nonmotorized
pedal powered transportation devices includ-
ing but not limited to bicycles, BMX bikes and
mountain bikes.

(4) “Camper” means a motorized vehicle
containing sleeping and/or housekeeping
accommodations, and shall include a pickup
truck with camper, a van-type body, a con-
verted bus, or any similar type vehicle.

(5) “Camping” means erecting a tent or
shelter or arranging bedding or both for the
purpose of, or in such a way as will permit
remaining overnight, or parking a trailer,
camper, or other vehicle for the purpose of
remaining overnight.

(6) “Campsite” means a designated site
used for the purpose of camping.

(7) “Facility” means any building, struc-
ture, park or other area operated by the town.

(8) “Group” means a gathering of 50 or
more people.

(9) “Litter” means garbage, refuse, rubbish,
or any other waste material which, if thrown or
deposited as prohibited in this section, tends to
create a nuisance which annoys, injures, or
endangers the health, safety, or comfort of the
public.

(10) “Mechanical trapping device” shall be
defined as any device, including but not lim-
ited to snares or machines that shut suddenly
upon contact by an animal, or a device that
kills or inflicts physical pain and injury upon a
captured animal.

(11) “Motor vehicle” means any self-pro-
pelled device capable of being moved upon a
road, and in, upon, or by which any persons or
property may be transported or drawn, and
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shall include, but not be limited to, automo-
biles, trucks, all-terrain vehicles, motorcycles,
motor scooters, jeeps or similar type four-
wheel-drive vehicles, and snowmobiles,
whether or not they can be legally operated
upon the public highways.

(12) “Person” means all persons, groups,
firms, partnerships, corporations, clubs, and all
associations or combination of persons when-
ever acting for themselves or as an agent, ser-
vant, or employee.

(13) “Picnic” means an outing with food,
usually provided by members of the group and
eaten in the open.

(14) “Rocket” means any device containing
a combustible substance which when ignited
propels the device forward.

(15) “Special event” means any parade,
fair, show, festival, carnival, rally, party, film-
ing of a movie, video or television show,
motorcade, run, street dance, bike-a-thon,
race, walk, athletic event or other attended
entertainment or celebration that is to be held
in whole or in part upon publicly owned prop-
erty and/or public rights-of-way, or if held
wholly upon private property, but will never-
theless affect or impact the ordinary and nor-
mal use by the general public of public
property or public rights-of-way within the
vicinity of the event.

(16) “Skateboard” means any means of
travel with toy wheels.

(17) “Trailer” means a towed vehicle.
(18) “Travel” means all forms of move-

ment or transportation on a trail, including but
not limited to foot, bicycle, horse and skate-
boards. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.030 Regulations issued by mayor.
(1) The mayor is authorized to issue regula-

tions for the use of park property, facilities,
and equipment and, with the written agreement
of the property owner, regulations which shall
apply to the use by the public of private prop-
erty which is open to public access pursuant to
a condition of an open space agreement with
the town or other agency. To be effective, the
regulations must be made part of the town’s

policies and procedures manual and copies
must be made available to the general public
through the town clerk.

(2) All agreements between the town and
private owners granting access to open space
shall authorize entry upon the land by police
officers and other town employees to enforce
regulations.

(3) The town assumes no liability for the
condition of park property subject to the regu-
lations, for the adequacy of the regulations on
park property, or for claims for damages aris-
ing from the failure to enforce them. (Ord. 503
§ 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.040 Park scheduling – Permits and 
fees.

(1) Park facilities are available for public
use whenever possible during normal park
hours. Reservations or scheduling for use of
park facilities is required for any community,
special or private event involving more than
routine use of a park and is done by contacting
the town clerk.

(2) A special event permit is required for
those certain uses listed in the town’s policies
and procedures manual. Permit applications
may be obtained from the town clerk. 

(3) User fees and completion of a facility
reservation form are required for specific park
facilities reservations such as park shelters.
The fees shall be set by council resolution.

(4) Persons using facilities by permit will
be required to protect, save and hold the town,
its elected and appointed officials and employ-
ees while acting within the scope of their
duties, harmless from and against all claims,
demands, and causes of action of any kind or
character, including the cost of defense
thereof, arising in favor of a person or group’s
members or employees or third parties on
account of any action including but not limited
to personal injuries, death or damage to prop-
erty arising out of the use of premises, or in
any way arising out of the acts or omissions of
the person, group and/or its agents, employees
or representatives. 

(5) The misuse of a park facility or the fail-
ure to conform to the regulations, the instruc-
tions of town employees, or the conditions of a
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permit will be sufficient reason for denying
any future permits or reservations. (Ord. 503
§ 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.050 Park hours.
(1) No person shall enter or be present in a

town park area during hours the park is closed
except persons using park facilities as part of
an event authorized by the town. Park areas are
open at 8:00 a.m. and closed at dusk except for
activities authorized by the town and unless
another opening and/or closing time is estab-
lished for a particular park, or area of a park,
by the town.

(2) No person shall enter a closed park
without a special use permit.

(3) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.060 Motor vehicle operation and 
parking.

(1) No operator of any motor vehicle shall
park such vehicle in any town park area,
except where the operator is using the area for
the designated recreational purpose and the
vehicle is parked either in the designated park-
ing area, or in another area with an approved
special event permit. No person shall park,
leave standing, or abandon a vehicle in any
town park area after park hours except persons
using park facilities as part of an event autho-
rized by a special event permit. In addition to
the penalties in this section, any vehicle found
parked in violation of this section may be
towed away at the owner’s expense.

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle
within the boundaries of a town park area
except on roads, streets, highways, parking
lots, parking areas, or where otherwise permit-
ted by proper posting. Through traffic is not
permitted within the boundaries of any town
park area or open space.

(3) This section shall not apply to emer-
gency vehicles, town and county maintenance
vehicles, or construction vehicles authorized
by the town.

(4) No person shall drive a motor vehicle
within any town park area at a speed greater
than five miles per hour or as otherwise posted,
having due regard for traffic on, and the sur-

face and width of the road, and in no event at a
speed which endangers the safety of persons,
property, or wildlife; provided, however, that
in no event shall a vehicle be driven at a speed
greater than five miles per hour in camping,
picnic, or utility areas, or in areas of general
public assemblage.

(5) No person shall clean, wax, polish, ser-
vice or wash any automobile or other vehicle
in any town park area.

(6) No person shall cause a truck or other
vehicle while doing commercial business to
enter upon, use, or traverse any portion of any
town park area or any park road except in the
service of the town, at the request of the
employees of the town, or by express permis-
sion of the town for a special activity not
inconsistent with town park use; provided, that
the provisions of this section shall not apply to
cross streets or state highways.

(7) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.070 Bicycle operation.
(1) Bicycles may be operated only on

paved and graveled areas and/or designated
areas within town park property.

(2) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.080 Aircraft.
(1) Launching, takeoff and landing of air-

craft is prohibited in all town parks, except: 
(a) Aircraft used to transport injured

persons, evacuees, medical personnel or public
officials in the event of an accident, disaster or
emergency;

(b) Aircraft may be landed in town parks
when emergency circumstances prevent land-
ing at other safe locations; provided, that the
owner submits a written statement explaining
the circumstances of the emergency to the
town clerk within 72 hours following the
emergency landing; 

(c) During a town-sponsored event or
with an approved special event permit.

(2) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).
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8.25.090 Restrictions on animals in parks.
(1) Dogs shall not be permitted on any park

property.
(2) Horses shall not be permitted on any

park property. No person shall allow a horse or
other animal to stand unattended or insecurely
tied.

(3) No person shall hunt, catch, or injure
any wild animal or bird on park property.

(4) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.100 Overnight camping.
(1) Overnight camping is prohibited on

park property except at places set aside for
such purposes or by special event permit.

(2) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.110 Campfires.
(1) Campfires are prohibited on park prop-

erty. 
(2) A violation of this section is a civil

infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.120 Smoking.
(1) Smoking and use of tobacco products

are prohibited on park property except in des-
ignated areas.

(2) A violation of this section is a misde-
meanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.130 Litter in parks.
(1) No person shall throw or deposit litter

on any park property, except in public recepta-
cles and in such a manner that the litter will be
prevented from being carried or deposited by
the elements upon any part of the park, or upon
any street or other public place. Where public
receptacles are not provided, all litter shall be
carried away and properly disposed of.

(2) No person shall use the town’s litter
receptacles to deposit leaves, clippings, prun-
ings or any gardening refuse in any litter recep-
tacle. No person shall deposit household
garbage in any litter receptacle; provided, that
this subsection shall not be construed to mean
that wastes of food consumed on park property
may not be deposited in litter receptacles.

(3) Whenever litter dumped in violation of
this chapter contains three or more items bear-
ing the name of one individual, there shall be a
rebuttable presumption that the individual
whose name appears on such items committed
the unlawful act of littering.

(4) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.140 Sales/rentals.
(1) The sale of food, drink, other merchan-

dise, or any services on park property is pro-
hibited, unless the seller has either written
permission from the town or a concession sales
contract with the town.

(2) The rental of any merchandise or mate-
rials on park property is prohibited, unless the
renter has written permission from the town or
a concession contract with the town.

(3) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.150 Signposting and solicitation.
(1) It is unlawful to distribute or post any

handbills, circulars or place or erect any sign-
board, sign, advertising, decoration, or similar
structure on any park property, without the
written permission of the town.

(2) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.160 Restricted areas.
(1) It is unlawful for any person except a

duly authorized town employee in the perfor-
mance of his or her duties, or other person
authorized by law, to enter or go upon any area
which has been designated and posted by the
town as a “no admittance” or “closed to use” or
“no trespassing” area for the purpose of pro-
tecting park property or for protecting the pub-
lic from conditions which constitute a
potential hazard.

(2) It is unlawful for any person to engage
in any activity that has been deemed poten-
tially hazardous to public safety or park prop-
erty, or incompatible with park property usage
as designated by the town.

(3) A violation of this section is a misde-
meanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).
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8.25.170 Alcoholic beverages and drugs.
(1) The possessing, opening or consuming

of any alcoholic beverage on park property is
prohibited, except in those areas, or at those
events that:

(a) Have appropriate licensing from the
state of Washington; and

(b) Have written permission of the town
and an approved special event permit.

(2) A violation of this section is a civil
infraction. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.180 Fireworks prohibited in parks.
(1) No person shall possess, discharge, set

off, or cause to be discharged, in or into any
town park area, any firecracker, torpedo, fire-
work, explosive, or substance harmful to the
life or safety of persons or property, unless so
authorized by a special event permit.

(2) A violation of this section is a gross
misdemeanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.190 Certain weapons prohibited in 
parks.

(1) No person shall possess a bow and
arrow, crossbow, or air, spring or gas weapon
in a town park. No person shall discharge
across, in, or into any town park area a firearm,
bow and arrow, crossbow, or air, spring or gas
weapon, or any device capable of injuring or
killing any person or animal or damaging or
destroying any public or private property.

(2) A violation of this section is a gross
misdemeanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.200 Removal or destruction of park 
property.

(1) It is unlawful for any person to remove,
injure, deface, damage, or destroy park prop-
erty. This prohibition applies to all aspects of
the natural or landscaped environment and to
any structure, object, equipment, improve-
ment, or other park property.

(2) It is unlawful to collect, gather, or har-
vest natural resources or other materials on
park property except by written permission of
the town.

(3) A violation of this section is a misde-
meanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.210 Encroachments on park 
property.

(1) It is unlawful for any person other than
a duly authorized employee or agent of the
town to do any of the following acts without
the written permission of the town:

(a) Place, erect, or maintain any struc-
ture or obstruction of any kind on park prop-
erty; 

(b) Deposit or store any refuse, debris,
vegetation, personal property, litter, or any
other material on park property; 

(c) Mow, prune, cut, clear, plant on, or
otherwise alter or disturb any park property.

(2) A violation of this section is a misde-
meanor. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).

8.25.220 Infraction – Penalty.
(1) Any violation of the provisions of this

chapter that are designated civil infractions
shall subject the violator to the penalties as
provided by town ordinance.

(2) The court may also order a person found
to have committed a civil infraction to make
restitution. (Ord. 503 § 1 (Att. A), 2010).
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Chapter 8.30

CAMPING

Sections:
8.30.010 Findings.
8.30.030 Definitions.
8.30.040 Unlawful camping.
8.30.050 Unlawful storage of personal 

property in public places.
8.30.060 Penalty for violations.
8.30.070 Permit.
8.30.080 Camping on private property.

8.30.010 Findings.
People camping on public property and on

public rights-of-way create a public health and
safety hazard due to the lack of proper electri-
cal and/or sanitary facilities for these people.
People without proper sanitary facilities have
openly urinated, defecated, and littered on
public property on the public rights-of-way.
Use of public property for camping purposes
or storage of personal property interferes with
the rights of others to use the areas for which
they were intended.

It is the purpose of this chapter to prevent
harm to the health or safety of the public and to
promote the public health, safety and general
welfare by making public streets and other
areas readily accessible to the public and to
prevent use of public property for camping
purposes or storage of personal property which
interferes with the rights of others to use the
areas for which they were intended.

It is expressly the purpose of this chapter to
provide for and promote the health, safety and
welfare of the general public and not to create
or otherwise establish or designate any partic-
ular class or group of persons or individual
who will or should be especially protected or
benefited by the terms of this chapter.

Nothing contained in this chapter is
intended nor shall be construed to create or
form the basis of any liability on the part of the
town, or its officers, employees or agents, for
any injury or damage resulting from any action
or inaction on the part of the town related in

any manner to the enforcement of this chapter
by its officers, employees or agents. (Ord. 566
§ 2, 2016).

8.30.030 Definitions.
The following definitions are applicable in

this chapter unless the context otherwise
requires:

“Camp” or “camping” means to pitch, cre-
ate, use, or occupy camp facilities for the pur-
poses of habitation, as evidenced by the use of
camp paraphernalia.

“Camp facilities” include, but are not lim-
ited to, tents, huts, temporary shelters, or vehi-
cles.

“Camp paraphernalia” includes, but is not
limited to, tarpaulins, cots, beds, sleeping
bags, blankets, mattresses, hammocks, or non-
town designated cooking facilities and similar
equipment.

“Store” means to put aside or accumulate
for use when needed, to put for safekeeping, to
place or leave in a location.

“Street” means any highway, lane, road,
street, right-of-way, boulevard, alley, and
every way or place in the town that is publicly
owned or maintained for public vehicular
travel.

“Vehicle” means the same as defined in
RCW 46.04.670. (Ord. 566 § 2, 2016).

8.30.040 Unlawful camping.
During the hours of 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.,

it shall be unlawful for any person to camp,
occupy camp facilities for purposes of habita-
tion, occupy a vehicle for the purpose of camp-
ing, or use camp paraphernalia in the following
areas, except as otherwise provided by ordi-
nance or permit: any park; any street; or any
publicly owned or maintained parking lot or
other publicly owned or maintained area,
improved or unimproved. (Ord. 566 § 2,
2016).

8.30.050 Unlawful storage of personal 
property in public places.

During the hours of 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.,
it shall be unlawful for any person to store per-
sonal property, including camp facilities (other
than vehicles) and camp paraphernalia, in the
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following areas, except as otherwise provided
by ordinance or permit: any park; any street; or
any publicly owned or maintained parking lot
or publicly owned or maintained area,
improved or unimproved. (Ord. 566 § 2,
2016).

8.30.060 Penalty for violations.
Violation of any of the provisions of this

chapter is a misdemeanor. Any person violat-
ing any of the provisions of this chapter shall,
upon conviction of such violation, be punished
by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by impris-
onment not to exceed 90 days, or by both such
fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 566 § 2, 2016).

8.30.070 Permit.
The mayor, or his/her designee, is autho-

rized to permit persons to camp, occupy camp
facilities, use camp paraphernalia, or store per-
sonal property in parks, streets, or any publicly
owned parking lot or publicly owned area,
improved or unimproved, in the town of South
Cle Elum, in consultation with the appropriate
officials.

The mayor, or his/her designee, may
approve a permit as provided under this sec-
tion when, he or she finds that:

(1) Adequate sanitary facilities are pro-
vided and accessible at or near the proposed
camp site;

(2) Adequate trash receptacles and trash
collection are provided; and

(3) The camping activity will not unreason-
ably disturb or interfere with the safety, peace,
comfort repose of private property owners.

The mayor, or his/her designee, is autho-
rized to revoke a permit that has been issued if
he or she finds lack of compliance with any
requirement of the permit, or of any other rule
or regulation. The mayor or designee may set
a reasonable fee to issue the permit. If the
applicant is indigent or has no other reasonable
place to stay, any fee is waived. (Ord. 566 § 2,
2016).

8.30.080 Camping on private property.
(1) Camping is prohibited on private prop-

erty without the owner’s express consent.

(2) Camping is prohibited on private prop-
erty if there are no sanitation facilities pro-
vided by the property owner or lawful tenant.
Sanitation facilities can include access to the
indoor facilities of the primary residence.

(3) Camping is prohibited on private prop-
erty for more than seven days in a 12-month
period without a permit. (Ord. 566 § 2, 2016).
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Title 9

PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE

Chapters:
9.05 Parental Responsibility
9.10 Firearms
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Chapter 9.05

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

Sections:
9.05.010 Purpose.
9.05.020 Definitions.
9.05.030 General prohibition.
9.05.040 Exemptions.
9.05.050 Authority to enforce.
9.05.060 Violation – Penalty.

9.05.010 Purpose.
The town council has determined that

responsibility for the actions of certain juve-
niles shall be imposed upon the parents.

(1) The town council of the town of South
Cle Elum, Washington, has determined that it
is generally contrary to the well-being of juve-
niles to be outside their residences in the late
night and early morning hours unsupervised
and with no specific purpose.

(2) In order to protect those juveniles who
are not subject to adequate parental control
from harm to themselves or others or the prop-
erty of others and to foster better parental
responsibility among the parents and guard-
ians of juveniles found within the town of
South Cle Elum, some regulation of parental
control of juvenile children is appropriate.

(3) Control of parents and guardians of
juveniles who are in danger of harm to them-
selves and others based on certain proscribed
conduct is to be accomplished to achieve better
protection of the community and the juveniles.

(4) The town council has received informa-
tion from the police department that juveniles
who are not adequately supervised by their
parents and/or guardians have become
engaged in criminal activity at certain times
and within certain areas of the town. It is the
intent of this chapter to impose control upon
the parents and/or guardians of juveniles who
are present at certain times and certain places
within the town to protect those juveniles and
the community. (Ord. 376 § 1.a, 1995).

9.05.020 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the follow-

ing words shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Child” or “juvenile” means any une-
mancipated person, male or female, under the
age of 18 years.

(2) “Parent” means the mother, father or
both (both being referred to in singular as “par-
ent”), guardian or other adult person having
the legal care, custody or control of a child.

(3) “Returning home” shall mean traveling,
walking, biking or otherwise moving from the
point of departure to a child’s home or the res-
idence of the person having the care, custody
or control of said child for that evening. Said
movement shall be directly from the point of
departure to the destination to be accom-
plished within a reasonable period of time.

(4) “School nights” shall mean any night or
early morning hours immediately preceding a
regular school day as scheduled by the Cle
Elum-Roslyn School District.

(5) “Allow” shall include those situations
where the parent has failed to monitor or
account for the child’s location between the
hours of 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. on school
nights and between 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m.
other nights. (Ord. 376 § 1.b, 1995).

9.05.030 General prohibition.
No parent or custodian shall allow or permit

any child he or she is responsible for to remain
in or upon the public streets, roadways, alleys,
parks, playgrounds or cemeteries, or in or upon
private property, other than the child’s usual
place of residence, which is unoccupied,
vacant, abandoned, or is not otherwise super-
vised by a reasonable adult between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. on school nights and
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.
on non-school nights, except as otherwise per-
mitted under the provisions of this chapter.
(Ord. 385 § 1, 1996; Ord. 376 § 1.c, 1995).

9.05.040 Exemptions.
A parent or guardian of the following juve-

niles shall be exempt from the enforcement
provision of this chapter:

(1) Juvenile accompanied by his or her par-
ent or guardian;

(2) A juvenile engaged in lawful employ-
ment;
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(3) A juvenile on an errand or on legitimate
business pursuant to instructions from his or
her parent or guardian;

(4) A juvenile involved in an emergency
concerning the person or property of himself,
herself or another;

(5) A juvenile returning home from school
or church sponsored activities or from other
activities supervised by an adult. The term
“returning home” means immediately and
directly after participation in such activity,
without a broken chain of sequences and time
between the end of such event and the time
such juvenile returns to his or her residence or
such other place as shall be authorized by his
or her parent. (Ord. 376 § 1.d, 1995).

9.05.050 Authority to enforce.
Law enforcement officers of the town shall

have authority to reasonably stop and momen-
tarily detain a juvenile to obtain his or her
name, age, and address, as well as the name
and address of his or her parent or guardian
whenever said law enforcement officer shall
reasonably suspect that the parent of such
juvenile is in violation of this chapter. Upon
determination that the parent or guardian of
such juvenile is in fact in violation of this
chapter, the law enforcement officer shall
direct or deliver the juvenile to the residence of
his or her parent or guardian. (Ord. 376 § 1.e,
1995).

9.05.060 Violation – Penalty.
(1) Upon a parent or guardian’s first viola-

tion per child, notice thereof shall be given to
the parent or guardian and a record of the vio-
lation shall be recorded with the police depart-
ment. Upon the second violation involving the
same child, a notice of infraction shall be
served on the parent or guardian requiring the
parent or guardian to appear for a hearing to be
held in the municipal court, at which time the
parent shall appear and answer to the charge of
violating this chapter. Upon determination by
the court that a second violation has occurred
involving the same child, a $50.00 penalty
shall be imposed upon the parent with all
required surcharges and assessments. Upon a
third violation involving the same child, the

parent or guardian shall be subject to a $100.00
penalty together with all required surcharges
and assessments. Upon a fourth or subsequent
violation involving the same child, the parent
or guardian shall be subject to a $250.00 pen-
alty together with all required surcharges and
assessments.

(a) Enrollment in, and successful com-
pletion of a parenting improvement course,
and or family counseling course approved by
the municipal court may be imposed by the
court in lieu of one penalty for violation per
child. The costs of said course shall be the
responsibility of the parent or guardian elect-
ing for this alternative. A certificate of suc-
cessful completion of said course shall be
provided to the court on completion of said
course and the time limit for said course shall
be set by the court upon recommendation of
the counselor or instructor for the course.

(2) The police department shall maintain a
record of all juveniles found in those locations
and at those times prohibited by this chapter.
Such a record shall be conclusive proof that a
juvenile has previously been the subject of
inquiry pursuant to this chapter.

The police department shall maintain a
record of all parents or custodians contacted
and determined to have violated this chapter.
Such list shall be made available to any juve-
nile court or child welfare or child protective
agency upon request.

(3) Any parent or guardian unable to con-
trol the whereabouts and activities of a juve-
nile in their care, custody or control shall
contact the police department and report such
juvenile as possibly appearing in locations and
at times that violate this chapter. In such case,
the parent or guardian shall not be responsible
for actions of the juvenile for the purposes of
this chapter, but the police department may
consider reporting such juvenile to the Depart-
ment of Social and Health Services as a depen-
dent or runaway child.

(4) At the time the police department issues
a warning or notice of infraction to any parent
or guardian for violation of this chapter, the
police department may consider reporting the
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circumstances of such juvenile as needing the
intervention of child protective services. (Ord.
376 § 1.f, 1995).

Chapter 9.10

FIREARMS

Sections:
9.10.010 Definition.
9.10.020 Discharge within town limits 

unlawful.
9.10.030 Violation – Penalty.
9.10.040 Carrying firearms – Exemption.

9.10.010 Definition.
The word “firearm”, as used herein, means

any rifle, pistol, revolver, air gun, firearm, air
pistol, BB gun, long bow, crossbow or any
other weapon forcibly propelling a hard or
metallic missle of any type or size. (Ord. 343 §
1, 1989).

9.10.020 Discharge within town limits 
unlawful.

The discharge of any weapon within the
town of South Cle Elum and the discharge of
any weapon without the limits of said town in
such manner that the missal from such weapon
falls within the limits of the town of South Cle
Elum is hereby declared to be unlawful. (Ord.
343 § 2, 1989).

9.10.030 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions

of this chapter shall be fined in a sum not
exceeding $5,000. (Ord. 343 § 3, 1989).

9.10.040 Carrying firearms – Exemption.
(1) The Washington State Legislature in its

First Extraordinary Session enacted Chapter 7,
Section 405(4), which establishes new restric-
tions with respect to the carrying of firearms.
The town council has reviewed the prohibi-
tions of Chapter 7, Section 405(4) First
Extraordinary Session and chooses to exempt
itself from the prohibition of said subsection.

(2) Pursuant to the authority granted in
Chapter 7, Section 405(6) the town of South
Cle Elum is and shall be exempt from the pro-
hibitions set forth in Chapter 7, Section 405(4)
Laws of the State of Washington 1994 First
Extraordinary Session which shall be codified
as RCW 9.41.050(4). (Ord. 370 §§ 1, 2, 1994).
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Title 10

TRAFFIC

Chapters:
10.05 Model Traffic Ordinance
10.10 Winter Regulations
10.15 Weight Limits and Truck Routes
10.20 Snowmobiles
10.25 Motorized Foot Scooters
10.30 Wheeled All-Terrain Vehicles
10.35 Parking
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Chapter 10.05

MODEL TRAFFIC ORDINANCE*

Sections:
10.05.010 Adoption by reference.
10.05.020 Collection of fines.
10.05.030 Copies on file.

* Prior legislation: Ord. 253.

10.05.010 Adoption by reference.
The model traffic ordinance as set forth in

Chapter 308-330 WAC is hereby adopted by
reference, as and for the traffic ordinance of
the town of South Cle Elum as is set forth in
full herein. (Ord. 369 § 1, 1994).

10.05.020 Collection of fines.
All fines, forfeitures and penalties assessed

and collected with respect to any violation of
the provisions of this chapter shall be paid to
the general fund of the city of Cle Elum, as per
agreement with the city for police services.
(Ord. 369 § 2, 1994).

10.05.030 Copies on file.
Incident to the adoption of the model traffic

ordinance by reference, by this chapter, copies
of the test of the adopted model traffic ordi-
nance, Chapter 308-330 WAC shall be filed as
required by RCW 35.21.180. (Ord. 369 § 4,
1994).

Chapter 10.10

WINTER REGULATIONS

Sections:
10.10.010 Regulation of winter parking.
10.10.020 Towing and impounding of 

vehicles.
10.10.030 Penalty for violation.
10.10.040 Regulation of snow deposit on 

streets, alleys, sidewalks or rights-
of-way.

10.10.050 Penalty for unlawful placement of 
snow or ice.

10.10.010 Regulation of winter parking.
To facilitate the plowing of snow and

orderly movement of traffic in the town of
South Cle Elum, during the winter months, the
parking of all vehicles on streets and alleys,
between November 1st and April 15th, inclu-
sive, shall be as follows:

(1) No vehicle shall be parked on any street
or alley of the town of South Cle Elum in
excess of 24 continuous hours, or in a location
in the right-of-way that interferes with snow
removal or the use of the right-of-way.

(2) During the November 1st through April
15th period set forth in subsection (1) of this
section, no recreational vehicles shall be
parked on any street or alley of the town inside
of any utility poles or anywhere in the right-of-
way that interferes with snow removal or the
use of the right-of-way. (Ord. 598 § 1, 2019;
Ord. 585 § 1, 2018; Ord. 420, 1999; Ord. 294
§ 1, 1982).

10.10.020 Towing and impounding of 
vehicles.

Vehicles parked in violation of the provi-
sions of this chapter shall be towed from the
street and impounded, until the owner or per-
son in charge of the vehicle pays to the tow
operator the towing charge plus all accumu-
lated storage charges for the vehicle. All tow-
ing and storage of vehicles shall be done at the
direction of the town marshal and shall be by
licensed commercial tow truck operators. All
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such tow truck operators must be licensed and
bonded, as required by the laws of the state of
Washington. (Ord. 294 § 2, 1982).

10.10.030 Penalty for violation.
Any person convicted of violating SCEMC

10.10.010 or 10.10.020 shall be fined in an
amount not to exceed $500.00. (Ord. 424 § 1,
2000; Ord. 294 § 3, 1982).

10.10.040 Regulation of snow deposit on 
streets, alleys, sidewalks or 
rights-of-way.

No person, firm, company or corporation,
nor the agent, representative or employee of
any person, firm, company or corporation,
shall plow or otherwise clear a parking lot,
sidewalk, or any other private property of
snow or ice and thereafter place, throw or
deposit that snow or ice on any street, alley, or
sidewalk. Snow may be piled in the travelled
portion of the paved parking right-of-way by a
person, firm, company or corporation during
snowfalls as long as it is removed with 48
hours of deposit. Snow and ice may also be
piled by a person, firm, company or corpora-
tion on gravel parking rights-of-way abutting
that person, firm, company or corporation’s
property as long as the snow or ice does not
encroach on paved driving surfaces or create a
sight-distance safety problem, as determined
by the town superintendent. Any person, firm,
company or corporation may be asked at any
time to remove some or all snow or ice it
caused to have placed on any public right-of
way after the passage of 48 hours or the town
will remove such snow or ice and bill the per-
son, firm, company or corporations for the
town’s costs and expenses incurred. (Ord. 424
§ 2, 2000).

10.10.050 Penalty for unlawful placement 
of snow or ice.

A violation of SCEMC 10.10.040 shall be a
civil infraction pursuant to RCW
7.80.120(1)(a). The maximum penalty and the
default amount for a Class 1 civil infraction is
$250.00, plus statutory assessments. A viola-
tor may also be required to pay restitution.
(Ord. 424 § 3, 2000).
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Chapter 10.15

WEIGHT LIMITS
AND TRUCK ROUTES

Sections:
10.15.010 Local access vehicles only – 

Vehicles exceeding 80,000 pounds 
prohibited – Truck route 
designated.

10.15.020 Notice.
10.15.030 Penalties.
10.15.040 Temporary restrictions and 

limitations.
10.15.050 Designated truck routes.

10.15.010 Local access vehicles only – 
Vehicles exceeding 80,000 
pounds prohibited – Truck route 
designated.

By reason of the construction of the town’s
streets as structural and nonstructural pave-
ments and the detrimental impact of trucks and
vehicles on said streets’ weight-bearing capac-
ity and remaining useful life, all streets within
the town limits are hereby designated for local
access only and no vehicle exceeding 80,000
pounds gross weight shall be operated thereon
until such time as the streets are constructed to
a standard capable of handling greater gross
weights without impact to weight-bearing
capacity and remaining useful life, except for
those streets designated as truck routes for
vehicles with gross weights or greater than the
legal weight limits as defined in Chapter 46.44
RCW as hereafter amended, which truck route
shall be posted as such prior to any enforce-
ment actions taken based hereon; provided,
that the following vehicle types are exempt
from the weight limits established in this chap-
ter:

(1) Public transportation and school buses;
(2) Public and private emergency vehicles;
(3) Public utility companies and associated

contracted services; provided, that the termi-
nation point for the trip made is within the
town limits;

(4) Town vehicles and any other vehicles
providing services for the town;

(5) Retail delivery trucks; provided, that
the termination point for the trip made is
within the town limits;

(6) Moving vans; and
(7) Private residential services including

but not limited to lawn care services, construc-
tion and landscaping material and delivery,
and home improvement services; provided,
that the termination point for the trip made is
within the town limits. New construction
within the town limits necessitating over-
weight vehicles for the completion thereof
shall be undertaken only upon receipt, by the
property owner, of a town building permit pur-
suant to Chapter 17.05 SCEMC. (Ord. 410 § 1,
1999).

10.15.020 Notice.
The town street superintendent shall cause

to have erected signs designating the provi-
sions of this chapter, including local access
restrictions at each end of any town street sub-
ject to the local access, weight limits and truck
routes established by this chapter, as now or
hereafter amended. The town street superin-
tendent shall also cause to be published in one
issue of the newspaper of general circulation
within the town and to be posted at each end of
any street, the notice required by RCW
47.48.020 at least three days before such
weight limits shall take effect. (Ord. 410 § 2,
1999).

10.15.030 Penalties.
The general penalties provided for in RCW

46.44.105 as applicable and as hereafter
amended are hereby incorporated by this refer-
ence, but not less than a $150.00 fine shall
apply to any violation of this chapter, and any
person, firm, corporation, or association fail-
ing to comply with any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord.
410 § 3, 1999).

10.15.040 Temporary restrictions and 
limitations.

Notwithstanding the foregoing and in addi-
tion thereto, the town street superintendent
may prohibit the operation of trucks or vehi-
cles or may impose additional limits as to the
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weight thereof, or any other restriction as may
be deemed necessary, whenever any street by
reason of rain, snow, climatic or other condi-
tions will be seriously damaged or destroyed
unless the operation thereon be prohibited or
restricted or the permissible weights thereof
reduced; provided, that the road supervisor
shall prohibit the use of any street in the town
designated by the State Highway Commission
as forming a part of any restrictions or reduc-
tions in permissible weights be first approved
in writing by the State Highway Commission.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be
construed to limit or reduce the authority of the
town street superintendent or other appropriate
authority authorized by law from closing any
street within the town’s boundaries due to
emergencies. (Ord. 410 § 4, 1999).

10.15.050 Designated truck routes.

Street From To
S. Cle Elum Way N. town limits Madison Ave.
Madison Ave. S. Cle Elum Way Sixth Street
Sixth Street Madison Ave. Marie Ave.
Marie Ave. Sixth Street Westside Road

(to south 
town limits)

S. Cle Elum Way Madison Ave. Lower Peoh
Point Road east
to town limits

Milwaukee Ave. Sixth Street West town
limits

Effective July 1, 1999, no vehicle exceeding
10,000 pounds gross weight shall be operated
on Milwaukee Street until such time as
improvements are made to this portion of Mil-
waukee Street to a standard improving its
weight-bearing capacity and useful life to the
level of the streets designated above as the
town truck route. (Ord. 410 § 5, 1999).

Chapter 10.20

SNOWMOBILES

Sections:
10.20.010 Adoption of Chapter 46.10 RCW.
10.20.020 Additional regulations.
10.20.030 Penalty for violations.

10.20.010 Adoption of Chapter 46.10 
RCW.

Chapter 46.10 RCW is hereby adopted by
reference as the same now exists or in the
future may be amended. Three copies thereof
are on file with the town clerk and shall be kept
available there for inspection. (Ord. 302 § 1,
1984).

10.20.020 Additional regulations.
It is unlawful to drive, operate or park a

snowmobile on any sidewalk in the town.
(Ord. 302 § 2, 1984).

10.20.030 Penalty for violations.
Any person convicted of violating any of the

provisions of this chapter shall, for each viola-
tion, be fined in any sum not exceeding
$250.00 or imprisoned in the county jail for
not more than 90 days, or both so fined and
imprisoned. (Ord. 302 § 4, 1984).
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Chapter 10.25*

MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTERS

Sections:
10.25.005 Applicability.
10.25.010 Definitions – Exemption.
10.25.020 Operation of motorized foot 

scooters.
10.25.030 Helmets required – Nighttime 

operation prohibited.
10.25.040 Noise restrictions – Mufflers.
10.25.050 Violation – Penalty.
10.25.060 General duty.
10.25.070 Savings.
10.25.080 Severability.
10.25.090 Corrections.

*Code reviser’s note: Ord. 457 added this chapter as
Chapter 10.20 SCEMC. It has been renumbered to avoid
duplication of numbering.

10.25.005 Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to

motorized foot scooters and to all other
wheeled recreational devices that are not oth-
erwise regulated by state law. (Ord. 457 § 1,
2005).

10.25.010 Definitions – Exemption.
(1) “City property” includes all city rights-

of-way, as defined in the city of South Cle
Elum zoning code.

(2) “City street” means every public high-
way, as defined in Chapter 46.04 RCW, or part
thereof, located within the city limits of the
city of South Cle Elum.

(3) “Helmet” means a protective covering
for the head consisting of a hard outer shell,
padding adjacent to and inside the outer shell,
and a neck or chinstrap type retention system,
with a label required by the Federal Consumer
Products Safety Commission as adopted by the
Code of Federal Regulations, 16 CFR 1203.

(4) “Motorized foot scooter” means a
device with no more than two 10-inch or
smaller diameter wheels that has handlebars, is
designed to be stood or sat upon by the opera-
tor, and is powered by an internal combustion

engine or electric motor that is capable of pro-
pelling the device with or without human pro-
pulsion.

(5) “Rules of the road” means all rules
applicable to vehicle or pedestrian traffic as set
forth in state statute, rule or regulation.

(6) “Wheeled recreational device” means
any wheeled recreational object designed to
propel the person using that object with an
internal combustion or electric motor, whether
it be stood or sat upon or ridden in, and that is
not required to obtain and display a Washing-
ton State vehicle license (Chapter 46.16
RCW). For purposes of this chapter, “wheeled
recreational device” does not include motorcy-
cles (RCW 46.04.330), motor-driven cycles
(RCW 46.04.332), mopeds (RCW 46.04.304),
electric assisted bicycles (RCW 46.04.169),
electric personal mobility devices (RCW
46.04.1695), or power wheelchairs (RCW
46.04.415).

(7) The regulations of this chapter shall not
apply to any vehicle used by a disabled person
as defined by RCW 46.16.381. (Ord. 457 § 1,
2005).

10.25.020 Operation of motorized foot 
scooters.

(1) It is unlawful for any person to operate
a motorized foot scooter or other wheeled rec-
reational device:

(a) On any city street unless such person
is 16 years of age or older;

(b) With a passenger in addition to the
operator;

(c) On any city street with a maximum
speed limit above 25 miles per hour, unless the
device is operated within a designated bicycle
lane;

(d) On any city property that is not a city
street;

(e) In any park;
(f) Upon any bicycle path or trail that is

not a designated bicycle lane, or upon any
equestrian, hiking or recreational trail;

(g) Upon any sidewalk, except as may
be necessary to enter or leave adjacent prop-
erty; or

(h) On any posted private or public
property.
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(2) Any person operating a motorized foot
scooter or other wheeled recreational device
shall obey all the rules of the road, as well as
the instructions of official traffic control sig-
nals, signs, and other control devices applica-
ble to vehicles, unless otherwise directed by a
police officer.

(3) No motorized foot scooter or other
wheeled recreational device shall be ridden or
operated in a negligent or unsafe manner but
shall be operated with reasonable regard for
the safety of the operator and other persons.
For purposes of this section:

(a) “To operate in a negligent manner”
means the operation of a motorized foot
scooter or other wheeled recreational device in
such a manner as to endanger or be likely to
endanger any person or property.

(b) Operation of a motorized foot
scooter in excess of 15 miles per hour shall be
prima facie evidence of operation in a negli-
gent manner. (Ord. 457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.030 Helmets required – Nighttime 
operation prohibited.

(1) Any person operating a motorized foot
scooter or other wheeled recreational device
upon any city street shall wear a helmet and
shall have the neck or chinstrap of the helmet
fastened securely while the device is in
motion.

(2) Motorized foot scooters and other
wheeled recreational devices may not be oper-
ated at any time from sunset to sunrise. (Ord.
457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.040 Noise restrictions – Mufflers.
(1) No motorized foot scooter or other

wheeled recreational device shall be operated
in a manner that creates continuous sound
associated with a gasoline-powered engine so
as to unreasonably disturb or interfere with the
peace and comfort of owners or occupants of
real property.

(2) It is unlawful to sell or operate a motor-
ized foot scooter that is powered by an internal
combustion engine that is not equipped with a
muffler in good working order and in constant
operation to prevent excessive or unusual
noise. (Ord. 457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.050 Violation – Penalty.
(1) Any person violating the provisions of

this chapter shall be deemed to have commit-
ted a traffic infraction and the penalty shall be
$71.00.

(2) In lieu of the penalty described above,
any South Cle Elum police officer may utilize
the following penalty provision for a person
under 16 years of age found operating a motor-
ized foot scooter or other wheeled recreational
device on city property:

(a) The officer may take custody of the
device. If the officer does not impound the
device, he or she may release it only to an
adult.

(b) The officer must provide the violator
with a written notice setting forth the proce-
dure for reclaiming the device.

(c) The procedure for reclaiming the
device shall be promulgated by the chief of
police.

(d) Only the parent or legal guardian of
a violator or an adult owner can reclaim a
motorized foot scooter or other wheeled recre-
ational device impounded pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(e) A $50.00 fee for costs of impound
and administrative processing shall be paid to
the city clerk prior to the release of any prop-
erty impounded under this alternative penalty.

(f) Any unclaimed devices may be dis-
posed of in accordance with state law.

(3) The parent of any child and the guardian
of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly
permit any such child or ward to violate any
provision of this chapter. (Ord. 457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.060 General duty.
It is expressly the purpose of this chapter to

provide for and promote the health, safety and
welfare of the general public and not to create
or otherwise establish or designate any partic-
ular class or group of persons who will or
should be especially protected or benefited by
the terms of this chapter. It is the specific intent
of this chapter that no provision nor any term
used in this chapter is intended to impose any
duty whatsoever upon the city or any of its
officers or employees. Nothing contained in
this chapter is intended nor shall be construed



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 10.30.010

10-7 (Revised 7/17)

to create or form the basis of any liability on
the part of the city, or its officers, employees or
agents for any injury or damage resulting from
any action or inaction on the part of the city
related in any manner to the enforcement of
this chapter by its officers, employees or
agents. (Ord. 457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.070 Savings.
The enactment of the ordinance codified in

this chapter shall not affect any case, proceed-
ing, appeal or other matter currently pending in
any court or before the city or in any way mod-
ify any obligation, right or liability, civil or
criminal, which may exist by virtue of any of
the ordinances herein amended. (Ord. 457 § 1,
2005).

10.25.080 Severability.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause,

phrase or word of this chapter should be held
to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the
validity or constitutionality of any other sec-
tion, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
word of this chapter. (Ord. 457 § 1, 2005).

10.25.090 Corrections.
The city clerk and the codifiers of the ordi-

nance codified in this chapter are authorized to
make necessary corrections to the ordinance
codified in this chapter, including the correc-
tion of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references,
ordinance numbering, section/subsection
numbers and any references thereto. (Ord. 457
§ 1, 2005).

Chapter 10.30

WHEELED ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES

Sections:
10.30.010 Definitions.
10.30.020 Use of wheeled all-terrain vehicles 

on town streets.
10.30.030 Restrictions on the use of wheeled 

all-terrain vehicles on town streets.
10.30.040 Requirements for wheeled all-

terrain vehicles on town streets.
10.30.050 Operation by children under the 

age of 16.
10.30.060 Registration requirements for 

wheeled all-terrain vehicles on 
town streets.

10.30.070 Duty to obey traffic control signals 
and devices and rules of the road.

10.30.080 Prohibited areas.
10.30.090 Violations, penalties.

10.30.010 Definitions.
“Sidewalk” means that property between

the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway
and the adjacent property, set aside and
intended for the use of pedestrians or such por-
tion of private property parallel and in proxim-
ity to a public highway and dedicated to use by
pedestrians.

“Town street” or “street” means the entire
width between the boundary lines of every
way publicly maintained when any part
thereof is open to the use of the public for pur-
poses of vehicular travel.

“Wheeled all-terrain vehicle” or “WATV”
means (a) any motorized nonhighway vehicle
with handlebars that is 50 inches or less in
width, has a seat height of at least 20 inches,
weighs less than 1,500 pounds, and has four
tires having a diameter of 30 inches or less, or
(b) a utility-type vehicle designed for and
capable of travel over designated roads that
travels on four or more low-pressure tires of 20
psi or less, has a maximum width less than 74
inches, has a maximum weight less than 2,000
pounds, has a wheelbase of 110 inches or less,
and satisfies at least one of the following: (i)
has a minimum width of 50 inches; (ii) has a
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minimum weight of at least 900 pounds; or (iii)
has a wheelbase of over 61 inches. (Ord. 562
§ 1, 2016).

10.30.020 Use of wheeled all-terrain 
vehicles on town streets.

Subject to the restrictions and requirements
of this chapter, a person with a valid driver’s
license may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cle on town streets which have a speed limit of
35 miles per hour or less. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.030 Restrictions on the use of 
wheeled all-terrain vehicles on 
town streets.

(1) A person operating or riding in or on a
wheeled all-terrain vehicle on town streets
must wear a securely fastened motorcycle hel-
met while the WATV is in motion, unless
WATV is equipped with roll bars or an
enclosed passenger compartment, and a seat-
belt is worn.

(2) A person may not operate a WATV on
a town street with a speed limit of more than 35
miles an hour except when crossing such street
at a controlled intersection where the crossing
begins and ends at a street with a speed limit of
35 miles an hour or less and the intersection is
of approximately 90 degrees.

(3) A person may operate a WATV on any
town street when while under the authority or
direction of an agency that engages in emer-
gency management, as defined in RCW
46.09.310, or search and rescue, as defined in
RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement agency
as defined in RCW 16.52.011, within the scope
of the agency’s official duties.

(4) A WATV may not be operated in a neg-
ligent or unsafe manner.

(5) A WATV may not be operated side by
side another WATV in a single lane of traffic.

(6) Operators of WATVs must comply with
RCW 46.37.200 and 46.61.310.

(7) WATVs within the town are subject to
Chapter 46.55 RCW. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.040 Requirements for wheeled all-
terrain vehicles on town streets.

Any w heeled all-terrain vehicle operated on
town streets must comply with the following
requirements:

(1) The WATV must be equipped with
headlights meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.030 and 46.37.040 and must be on at all
times the vehicle is in motion.

(2) The WATV must have at least one tail
lamp meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.525 and must be used at all times the
vehicle is in motion; however, any type vehicle
as described under RCW 46.09.310 must have
at least two tail lamps meeting the require-
ments of RCW 46.37.070(1) and must be used
at all times the vehicle is in motion.

(3) The WATV must have at least one stop
lamp meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.200.

(4) The WATV must have reflectors meet-
ing the requirements of RCW 46.37.060.

(5) The WATV must have turn signals
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.200,
must be used during the hours of darkness as
defined in RCW 46.04.200.

(6) The WATV must have a mirror
attached to a handlebar, which must give the
operator a complete view of the street to at
least a distance of 200 feet to the rear of the
WATV; however, any utility type vehicle as
described under RCW 46.09.310 must have at
least two mirrors meeting the requirements of
RCW 46.37.400.

(7) The WATV must have a windshield
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.430,
unless the operator, at all times the vehicle is in
motion, wears glasses, goggles, or a face shield
which meet Washington State Patrol rules.

(8) The WATV must have a horn or warn-
ing device meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.380.

(9) The WATV must have brakes in work-
ing order.

(10) The WATV must have a spark arrester
and muffler meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.470.

(11) Any WATV of a utility type vehicle as
described under RCW 46.09.310 must have
seatbelts for all passengers and the operator
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meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.510,
which must be used at all times the vehicle is
in motion. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.050 Operation by children under the 
age of 16.

No person under the age of 16 may operate
a WATV on town streets. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.060 Registration requirements for 
wheeled all-terrain vehicles on 
town streets.

WATVs on town streets must comply with
all registration requirements under Chapter
46.09 RCW. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.070 Duty to obey traffic control 
signals and devices and rules of 
the road.

Unless a law enforcement officer directs
otherwise, operators of WATVs on town
streets must obey all rules of the road that
apply to vehicle or pedestrian traffic in the
state and town, and must obey all traffic con-
trol signals and devices applicable to vehicles.
Operators of WATVs on town streets are sub-
ject to all duties under Chapter 46.61 RCW
that apply to any operator of a vehicle, except
those provisions that by their nature can have
no application. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

10.30.080 Prohibited areas.
WATVs may not be operated in the follow-

ing areas:
(1) On sidewalks;
(2) In parks, except on designated park

drives and parking lots;
(3) Trails open to the public. (Ord. 562 § 1,

2016).

10.30.090 Violations, penalties.
Any person who violates a provision of this

chapter shall have committed a traffic infrac-
tion punishable by a maximum monetary pen-
alty of $124.00 plus any statutory costs or
assessments; provided, that any conduct that
constitutes a crime may be charged as such and
is subject to the penalties provided for such
offense. (Ord. 562 § 1, 2016).

Chapter 10.35

PARKING

Sections:
10.35.010 Stopping, standing, or parking 

prohibited in specified places.
10.35.020 Adoption of state statutes.
10.35.030 Inoperable vehicles.
10.35.040 Seventy-two-hour parking.
10.35.050 Angle parking.
10.35.060 Parallel parking.
10.35.070 Penalties.

Code reviser’s note: Ordinance 585 adds the provisions
of this chapter as Chapter 10.30. The chapter has been
editorially renumbered to prevent duplication of num-
bering.

10.35.010 Stopping, standing, or parking 
prohibited in specified places.

(1) Except when necessary to avoid conflict
with other traffic, momentarily to pick up or
discharge a passenger or passengers, or in
compliance with law or the directions of a
police officer or official traffic control device,
no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle,
whether occupied or not:

(a) In the traveled portion of the road-
way or in a manner where any portion of the
vehicle is within five feet of the traveled por-
tion of the roadway;

(b) At any place where official signs or
markings prohibit stopping or parking;

(c) Contrary to posted official signs or
markings allowing parking in a particular area;

(d) In front of a public or private drive-
way or within five feet of the end of the curb
radius leading thereto;

(e) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant;
(f) Within 30 feet upon the approach to

any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or
traffic control signal located at the side of a
roadway;

(g) Within 20 feet of the driveway
entrance to any fire station and on the side of a
street opposite the entrance to any fire station
within 75 feet of said entrance when properly
signposted;
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(h) Within 20 feet of a crosswalk or
intersection;

(i) On any railroad tracks;
(j) On a sidewalk or street planting strip;

or
(k) In an alley, or blocking an alley,

except temporarily for the purpose of and
while engaged in loading or unloading prop-
erty or passengers. (Ord. 585 § 2, 2018).

10.35.020 Adoption of state statutes.
The following sections of the Revised Code

of Washington, as they now read or as hereaf-
ter amended, are hereby adopted by reference
as if set out in this section in full, except to the
extent that they conflict with provisions
herein:

(Ord. 585 § 2, 2018).

10.35.030 Inoperable vehicles. 
Vehicles shall be currently licensed and in

operable condition other than for minor
repairs, completed within the time allowed
under the shorter of the time periods in
SCEMC 10.10.010 or 10.35.040, and that do
not allow discharge of fluids onto the roadway
or interfere with normal traffic flow. Disas-
sembly of motor train, engine, and axle com-
ponents is considered a major repair and not
permitted on public right-of-way. All other
provisions of the town’s parking code shall
remain in full force and effect. (Ord. 585 § 2,
2018).

10.35.040 Seventy-two-hour parking. 
No vehicle shall be parked continuously

more than 72 hours on any public street or ave-
nue in the town. (Ord. 585 § 2, 2018).

10.35.050 Angle parking.
Except as otherwise provided, all vehicles

shall be parked at an angle less than 50 degrees
to the roadway in the direction of lawful traffic
movement. (Ord. 585 § 2, 2018).

10.35.060 Parallel parking.
Any vehicle over 20 feet in length shall only

be parked with the right-hand wheels of the
vehicle parallel to and within 12 inches of the
right-hand curb and headed in the direction of
lawful traffic movement. It shall be unlawful
to park two vehicles adjacent to each other
(double parking) on any town street. (Ord. 585
§ 2, 2018).

10.35.070 Penalties. 
Any person who violates a provision of this

chapter or fails to comply with any of the
requirements thereof shall be subject to penal-
ties as prescribed by this section. Except as
otherwise provided in this title, any violation
of any of the provisions of this title shall con-
stitute an infraction for which the presumptive
penalty shall be $50.00, not including any stat-
utory assessments, for the first violation;
$100.00, not including any statutory assess-
ments, for the second violation; and $250.00,
not including any statutory assessments, for a
third or subsequent violation of similar nature.
In addition to such penalties, law enforcement
officers are empowered in their discretion to
remove and impound or direct the removal and
impoundment of any vehicle in violation of
this chapter subject to the requirements of
Chapter 46.55 RCW. All charges for remov-
ing, impounding and storing of such vehicle
shall be paid by the registered owner, operator,
or other person having control of said vehicle,
before said person may retake possession
thereof. (Ord. 585 § 2, 2018).

RCW 46.61.570 Stopping, standing, or 
parking prohibited in 
specified places – 
Reserving portion of 
highway prohibited.
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Title 11

(Reserved)
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Title 12

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS

Chapters:
12.05 Sidewalks
12.10 Right-of-Way Use
12.15 Excavations



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 12.05.050

12-2

Chapter 12.05

SIDEWALKS

Sections:
12.05.010 Abutting owner’s duty to maintain.
12.05.020 Notification of owner when 

sidewalk unfit.
12.05.030 Service of notice.
12.05.040 Failure to correct – Town action.
12.05.050 Council approval of notice.
12.05.060 Designation of chargeable 

property.

12.05.010 Abutting owner’s duty to 
maintain.

Whenever any street, lane, square, place or
alley in the town of South Cle Elum shall have
been improved by the construction of a side-
walk or sidewalks along any or all sides
thereof, the duty, burden and expense of main-
tenance, repair and renewal of such sidewalk
or sidewalks shall devolve upon the property
directly abutting upon that side of such street
along which such sidewalk has been con-
structed, as hereinafter provided. (Ord. 126 §
1, 1949).

12.05.020 Notification of owner when 
sidewalk unfit.

Whenever in the judgment of that officer or
department of said town, who or which is or
shall be charged with the inspection and care
of the sidewalks along the public streets, lanes,
squares, places and alleys in said town, the
condition of any sidewalk is such as to render
the same unfit or unsafe for purposes of public
travel, the said officer or department shall
thereupon serve a written notice of the condi-
tion thereof on the owner of the property
immediately abutting upon said portion of said
sidewalk, instructing the said owner to clear,
repair, or renew the said portion of the side-
walk, or to appear before the town council at
its next regular meeting if he wishes to protest
said notice. (Ord. 126 § 2, 1949).

12.05.030 Service of notice.
The notice provided for shall be deemed

sufficiently served if delivered in person to the
owner of the property or by leaving a copy at
the home of the owner or his authorized agent,
or, if the owner is a nonresident, by mailing a
copy to his last known address, or if the owner
of the property be unknown or if his address be
unknown then such notice shall be addressed
to the general delivery office of the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 126 § 3, 1949).

12.05.040 Failure to correct – Town action.
Such notice shall specify a reasonable time

within which such cleaning, repairs or renewal
shall be executed by the said owner, said time
not to expire until at least seven days after the
regular meeting of the town council next fol-
lowing the giving of said notice, and shall state
that in case the said owner shall fail to do such
cleaning or to make such repairs or renewal
within the time therein specified then the said
officer or department will proceed to clean
said walk or to make such repairs or renewal
forthwith, and will report to the town council
at its regular meeting next following the mak-
ing of such repairs or renewal, or as soon there-
after as possible, the date to be definitely
stated, an assessment roll showing the lot or
parcel of land immediately abutting on that
portion of the sidewalk so improved, the cost
of such improvement or repair and the name of
the owner, if known, and that the council will
hear any or all protests against the proposed
assessment. (Ord. 126 § 4, 1949).

12.05.050 Council approval of notice.
The town council shall, at its regular meet-

ing next following the giving of said notice,
approve or disapprove said notice. If the coun-
cil disapproves said notice, the officer or
department giving said notice shall proceed no
further in the matter. If the council approves
said notice it shall at the time for assessment in
such notice designated or at an adjourned time
or times assess the cost of such work against
said property in accordance with the benefits
derived therefrom, which said charge shall
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become a lien upon said property and shall be
collected by due process of law. (Ord. 126 § 5,
1949).

12.05.060 Designation of chargeable 
property.

For the purposes of this chapter all property
having a frontage upon the sides or margin of
any street shall be deemed to be abutting prop-
erty and such property shall be chargeable, as
provided by this chapter, for all cost of mainte-
nance, repairs or renewal of any form of side-
walk improvement between the said street
margin and the roadway lying in front of
and/or adjacent to said property, and the term
sidewalk, as intended for the purposes of this
chapter, shall be taken to include any and all
structures or forms of street improvement
included in the space between the street mar-
gin and the roadway. (Ord. 126 § 6, 1949).

Chapter 12.10

RIGHT-OF-WAY USE

Sections:
12.10.010 Applicability.
12.10.020 Rights of grantee.
12.10.030 Bond of grantee.
12.10.040 Approval of plans and 

specifications – Supervision.
12.10.050 Application for permit – Inspection 

and supervision expenses.
12.10.060 Fair compensation for use of public 

right-of-way.
12.10.070 Commencement of work.
12.10.080 Quality of work – Safety 

precautions.
12.10.090 “As-built” plans.
12.10.100 Restoration.
12.10.110 Town held harmless.
12.10.120 Damage to grantee’s installation.
12.10.130 Underground facilities.
12.10.140 Additional ducts or conduits.
12.10.150 Work by town.
12.10.160 Improvement of town road.
12.10.170 Installation of town utilities.
12.10.180 Vacation of streets.
12.10.190 Condemnation.
12.10.200 Nonexclusivity – Work not to 

interfere – Prior utilities’ 
interference.

12.10.210 Successors in interest.
12.10.220 Independent contractors.
12.10.230 Revocation of franchise.
12.10.240 Amendments to chapter.
12.10.250 Acceptance by grantee.

12.10.010 Applicability.
The terms and conditions set out in this

chapter are terms and conditions of any fran-
chise to use the roads, streets, avenues, high-
ways, alleys, rights-of-way or other town
properties hereafter granted by the town to any
individual or municipal or private entity
engaged in the public service or utility busi-
ness, unless and except to the extent that such
ordinance or resolution granting such fran-
chise expressly provides terms or conditions
contrary to those contained in this chapter.
(Ord. 414 § 1, 1999).
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12.10.020 Rights of grantee.
The grantee shall have the right and author-

ity, to the extent expressed in the resolution of
the town council granting such franchise, or in
any supplemental document, to enter upon the
streets, avenues, alleys, roads, highways,
rights-of-way and such public places desig-
nated by such franchise for the purpose of con-
struction work, extension of existing systems,
connection of such systems with consumers’
pipelines, cables, lines or equipment, repairing
of equipment and in all fashions maintaining
and operating the improvements installed
within such town property, and to make rules
and regulations governing the same in confor-
mity with the state and federal statutes and reg-
ulations now in force or hereafter enacted and
adopted by state and/or federal agencies gov-
erning such utilities. (Ord. 414 § 2, 1999).

12.10.030 Bond of grantee.
Before undertaking any of the work or

improvements authorized by the franchise, the
grantee, if other than a municipal corporation,
shall furnish to the town a bond, executed by
grantee and a corporate surety authorized to do
a surety business in the state of Washington, in
a sum to be recommended by the street super-
intendent in consultation with the town engi-
neer if deemed necessary by said street
superintendent and set and approved by the
town council as sufficient to insure perfor-
mance of the grantee’s obligations under such
franchise, and conditioned that the grantee
shall well and truly keep and observe all of the
covenants, terms and conditions and faithfully
perform all of the grantee’s obligations under
said franchise, and reset or replace any defec-
tive work performed or materials installed by
or under the direction of the grantee, its
employees or contractors, discovered in the
maintenance, replacement or repair of the
town’s roads, rights-of-way or other town
properties by the town. The bond requirement
may be met by surety bonds of a continuing
nature in effect as of July 6, 1999, or that there-
after come into effect. (Ord. 414 § 3, 1999).

12.10.040 Approval of plans and 
specifications – Supervision.

The grantee shall install the pipes, poles,
lines, cables or other authorized improvements
in the designated streets, avenues, alleys,
roads, highways, rights-of-way or other public
places pursuant to plans and specifications
approved by the town street superintendent in
consultation with the town engineer and under
supervision provided by the town at the
expense of such grantee, whenever the
grantee’s inspection services are determined
by the town to be inadequate. (Ord. 414 § 4,
1999).

12.10.050 Application for permit – 
Inspection and supervision 
expenses.

(1) Before any work is done by the grantee
under such franchise, it shall first file with the
street superintendent an application for permit
to do such work accompanied by such support-
ing documents and/or field information as the
street superintendent in consultation with the
town engineer may require. The grantee shall
specify the class and type of material to be
used and provide sufficiently detailed plans so
as to adequately show the type and extent of
work to be performed upon the rights-of-way.
All material and equipment shall conform to or
exceed the standards of the industry. When
requested by the street superintendent in con-
sultation with the town engineer, the manner of
excavation, construction, installation, backfill
and the type and size of temporary structures,
including traffic turnouts, road obstructions,
etc., shall be submitted for approval.

(2) The grantee shall pay to the town the
actual cost and expenses incurred in the exam-
ination, necessary inspection and supervision
of such work granted by the permit and done
by the grantee or by an independent contractor
under the franchise of the grantee. The permit
to be issued shall not include any license or
permit required by other laws, ordinances or
rules of the town for the privilege of transact-
ing and carrying on a business within the town,
or for construction, reconstruction, repair or
maintenance on, over or under any public
rights-of way. (Ord. 414 § 5, 1999).
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12.10.060 Fair compensation for use of 
public right-of-way.

The grantee shall negotiate with the town
and the two shall establish an agreed-upon, fair
rate of compensation to be paid annually to the
town for the use of the public right-of-way.
The payment of such agreed-upon compensa-
tion by the grantee, its successors or assigns
shall be a condition to commencement of
installation of the grantee’s improvements and
an on-going condition to the grantee, its suc-
cessors or assigns’ exercise of continued fran-
chise rights under this chapter. (Ord. 414 § 6,
1999).

12.10.070 Commencement of work.
The grantee, its successors or assigns shall

commence construction under such permit
granted by the street superintendent within the
time period stated in such permit and shall
have completed and have in operation such
portion of the system of improvements as may
be specified in such permit or the rights therein
conferred upon the grantee shall cease and ter-
minate insofar as unoccupied streets, roads,
etc., are concerned. (Ord. 414 § 7, 1999).

12.10.080 Quality of work – Safety 
precautions.

All work done under the franchise shall be
done in a thorough and workmanlike manner.
In the laying of underground pipelines and
cables and the construction of other facilities
and the opening of trenches, the tunneling
under town roads, rights-of-way or other town
properties, the grantee shall leave such
trenches, ditches and tunnels in such a way as
to interfere as little as possible with public
travel and shall take all due and necessary pre-
cautions to guard the same so that damage or
injury shall not occur or arise by reason of such
work; and where any of such trenches, ditches
or tunnels are left open at night, the grantee
shall place warning lights and barricades at
such a position as to give adequate warning of
such work. (Ord. 414 § 8, 1999).

12.10.090 “As-built” plans.
Within 30 days of completion of construc-

tion, the applicant shall provide a complete and
detailed set of “as-built” plans to the town’s
street superintendent. (Ord. 414 § 9, 1999).

12.10.100 Restoration.
(1) The grantee shall leave all streets, ave-

nues, alleys, roads, highways, rights-of-way
and other town properties, after laying and
installing mains and cables, and doing con-
struction work, making repairs to equipment,
etc., in as good and safe condition in all
respects as they were before the commence-
ment of such work by the grantee, its agents or
contractors, and all recorded monuments
which have been disturbed or displaced by the
work shall be reset to the specifications and
approval of the street superintendent.

(2) In case of any damage to the streets,
avenues, alleys, roads, highways, rights-of-
way or other town properties, or to paved or
surfaced roadways, turnouts, gutters, ditches,
wood or concrete walls, drain pipes, hand or
embankments rails, bridges, trestles, or monu-
ments by the grantee, the grantee agrees to
immediately repair the damage at its sole cost
and expense.

(3) When the street superintendent deter-
mines that an emergency situation does exist,
he may order and have done any and all work
considered necessary to restore to a safe condi-
tion any such street, avenue, alley, road, high-
way, right-of-way or other town property left
by the grantee or agents in a condition danger-
ous to life or property. He may cause to be
replaced or reset recorded monuments if a
grantee fails to replace or reset the same within
a reasonable time after completion of con-
struction. The grantee, upon demand, shall pay
to the town all costs of such construction or
repair and of doing such work. (Ord. 414 § 10,
1999).

12.10.110 Town held harmless.
The grantee, its successors or assigns shall

protect, indemnify and hold harmless the
town, its agents and employees from all
claims, actions or damages of every kind and
description which may accrue to or be suffered
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by any person or persons, corporation or prop-
erty by reason of any construction, the pres-
ence of any material or equipment, the
operation of or the occupation of the rights-of-
way or other town properties by the grantee or
for any claims on account of the existence of
any excavation, temporary turnouts or the
operation by the grantee of its lines, mains,
valves, pipes, poles or cables over or under the
streets, avenues, alleys, roads, highways,
rights-of-way or other county properties as
hereinafter designated, or for any other acts or
omission on the part of the grantee, and in case
that suit or action is brought against the town,
its agents or employees, for damages arising
out of or by reason of any of the above-men-
tioned causes, the grantee, its successors or
assigns will, upon notice to it of the com-
mencement of said action, defend the same at
its sole cost and expense and in case judgment
shall be rendered against the town of South Cle
Elum, its agents or employees in such suit or
action, the grantee will fully satisfy the judg-
ment within 90 days after the suit or action has
been finally determined, if determined
adversely to the town, its agents or employees.
Acceptance by the town of any work per-
formed by the grantee at the time of comple-
tion shall not be a ground for avoidance of this
hold harmless agreement. (Ord. 414 § 11,
1999).

12.10.120 Damage to grantee’s installation.
In consideration of the granting of such

franchise by the grantor to the grantee, the
grantee, for itself and its assigns, shall contract
and agree to save the town harmless from any
liability of whatsoever nature arising out of
any damage and/or destruction done or suf-
fered to be done to grantee’s mains, valves,
pipes, poles, cables, lines or other fittings or
appurtenances of whatsoever nature placed
upon, along, across, over and/or under the
town road right-of-way or other town property.
This section shall be construed to mean that the
grantee accepts such franchise and any rights
conferred thereunder for the use and occupa-
tion of any portion of the right-of-way at its
own risk, and agrees to assume responsibility
for any damage occasioned to grantee or third

parties by grantor in the maintenance and/or
construction work performed by grantor upon
the roadways described herein and which
would not have occurred but for the presence
on the roadways of the grantee’s pipes, poles,
lines, cables, fittings or other appurtenances
mentioned above, except to the extent any such
damage or loss is caused by the sole negli-
gence of the grantor. (Ord. 414 § 12, 1999).

12.10.130 Underground facilities.
The grantee, as far as practicable, shall con-

struct all new utility facilities underground.
Extension of overhead facilities following
streets, avenues, roadways, boulevards or thor-
oughfares shall be undertaken only with the
approval of the street superintendent; pro-
vided, however, that approval shall not be
unreasonably withheld. Grantee recognizes the
desirability of underground facilities rather
than overhead facilities and shall convert
existing overhead facilities to underground
facilities as and when equipment replacement
is undertaken, or when other existing overhead
utilities are placed underground, unless such
replacement is unsafe, impractical, or econom-
ically unreasonable. Line extension policies
and procedures established by the grantee, and
uniformly applied through its service area,
shall be the standard in determining what is
“practical, impractical or economically unrea-
sonable” under this chapter; provided, that no
new overhead utility facilities shall be con-
structed or established in any area set aside for
public park, school playground or athletic pur-
poses. In the event the grantee’s improvements
proposed for installation cross any improve-
ments or infrastructure owned or administered
by the town, then the grantee shall cause to
have its own improvements installed below the
town’s improvements. (Ord. 414 § 13, 1999).

12.10.140 Additional ducts or conduits.
Any grantee constructing or installing,

under the authority of this chapter and any
ordinances amendatory thereto, any under-
ground ducts or conduits shall:

(1) Upon request, when the number of con-
duits or ducts to be installed by a franchisee
exceeds five, provide the town with additional
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duct or conduit space over and above the duct
or conduits planned to be constructed for the
franchise grantee at a ratio of not greater than
one additional duct or conduit for each five
installed by the grantee. Such additional ducts
or conduits shall be of a size and configuration
specified by the town in conjunction with the
plans and specifications being utilized by the
grantee and said additional ducts or conduits
shall be dedicated to the town. The town shall
have the right to use the ducts and conduits for
any purpose, including but not limited to leas-
ing them to other entities. The incremental
costs of adding the specified ducts and con-
duits for the town shall be borne by the town,
and any and all revenues or lease payments
negotiated with and paid by any subsequent
lessees shall be the sole and exclusive property
of the town.

(2) In the event the town utilizes such addi-
tional dedicated duct or conduit, or enters into
a lease for its use with another entity, then the
town and/or its lessee shall notify the grantee
of the pending use of said duct or conduit, and
shall only undertake construction, connection
to or other work on such duct or conduit in the
presence of a representative, inspector or des-
ignee of the franchise grantee or grantees, as
the case may be.

(3) All prospective lessees/franchisees
seeking to utilize any duct or conduit dedicated
to the town’s use under this chapter shall be
subject to the same requirements set forth in
this chapter for initial franchisees, and shall
comply with all rules, regulations and obliga-
tions set forth herein, as amended from time to
time. (Ord. 414 § 14, 1999).

12.10.150 Work by town.
The laying, construction, maintenance and

operation of the system of improvements
granted under the franchise shall not preclude
the town, its employees, agents or contractors
from blasting, grading or doing other neces-
sary road work in a reasonably careful and pru-
dent manner contiguous to the grantee’s
improvement; provided, that the grantee shall
be given a minimum of two business days’
prior notice, in a writing signed by the street

superintendent, of the blasting or excavating in
order that the grantee may protect its line and
property. (Ord. 414 § 15, 1999).

12.10.160 Improvement of town road.
If at any time the town deems it is advisable

to improve any of its streets, avenues, alleys,
roads, highways, rights-of-way or other town
properties as hereinbefore designated, by grad-
ing, regrading, surfacing or paving the same,
or altering, changing, repairing or improving
the same, the grantee, upon written notice by
the town, shall, at its own expense and as soon
as reasonably practicable, so raise, lower or
move its lines or improvements to conform to
such new grades as may be established, or
place the property in such locations or posi-
tions as shall cause the least interference with
any such improvements or work thereon as
contemplated by the town and the town shall in
no way be held liable for any damage to the
grantee that may occur by reason of the town
improvements, repairs or maintenance per-
formed in a reasonably careful and prudent
manner, or by the exercise of any rights so
reserved in this section or grant. If the town
shall improve such streets, avenues, alleys,
roads, highways, rights-of-way or other town
properties, the grantee shall on written notice
by town officials, at its own expense, replace
such pipes, lines or system as may be in or
through the improved subgrade of such
improvement, with such materials as shall con-
form to or exceed the applicable standards of
the industry for use in such streets, avenues,
roads, highways, rights-of-way or other town
properties. (Ord. 414 § 16, 1999).

12.10.170 Installation of town utilities.
If at any time the town installs a line of pipes

for sewage and/or drainage upon any of the
streets, avenues, alleys, roads, highways,
rights-of-way or other town properties herein
described, wherein a grantee’s facilities unrea-
sonably interfere with the construction project,
the grantee, upon written notice by the street
superintendent, shall temporarily remove or
relocate its line of pipes or improvements at its
own expense during the installation and
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replace the same it its own sole cost and
expense under the supervision of the town.
(Ord. 414 § 17, 1999).

12.10.180 Vacation of streets.
If at any time the town vacates any town

street, avenue, alley, road, highway, right-of-
way or other town property interest in the road,
right-of-way or other town property for the use
of the town, in either its proprietary or govern-
mental capacity, then the town council may, at
its option, by giving 90 days’ written notice to
the grantee and after granting an alternate
route, terminate this franchise with reference
to such town road, right-of-way or other town
property so vacated, and the town shall not be
liable for any damages or losses to the grantee
by reason of such termination and the grantee
shall move its franchise improvements at its
own cost. (Ord. 414 § 18, 1999).

12.10.190 Condemnation.
The granting of any franchise shall not pre-

clude the town from acquiring by purchase or
condemnation any or all of the improvements
installed by the grantee within the franchises.
(Ord. 414 § 19, 1999).

12.10.200 Nonexclusivity – Work not to 
interfere – Prior utilities’ 
interference.

(1) The grants and privileges herein enu-
merated shall not be deemed or held to be an
exclusive franchise. It shall in no manner pro-
hibit the town from granting other franchises
of a like nature or franchises for other public or
private utilities over, along, across, under and
upon any of the streets, avenues, alleys, roads,
highways, rights-of-way or other town proper-
ties as herein enumerated, and shall in no way
prevent or prohibit the town from using any of
the streets, avenues, alleys, roads, highways,
rights-of-way or other town properties or
affect its jurisdiction over them or any part of
them.

(2) All construction or installation of
mains, valves, pipes, poles, cables, lines, fit-
tings and facilities, service, repair, or reloca-
tion of the same, performing along, over
and/or under the town roads, rights-of-way or

other town properties subject to the franchise
shall be done in such a manner as not to inter-
fere with the construction and maintenance of
other utilities, public or private, drains, drain-
age ditches and structures located therein, nor
with the grading or improvement of such town
roads, rights-of-way or other town properties.

(3) The owners of all other utilities, public
or private, installed in such town roads, rights-
of-way or other town properties prior in time to
the lines and facilities of the grantee, shall
have preference as to the positioning and loca-
tion of such utilities so installed with respect to
the grantee. Such preference shall continue in
the event of the necessity of relocating or
changing the grade of any such town road or
right-of-way. (Ord. 414 § 20, 1999).

12.10.210 Successors in interest.
(1) All the provisions, conditions, require-

ments, and regulations herein contained shall
be binding upon the successors, assigns and
independent contractors of the grantee, and all
rights and privileges of the grantee shall inure
to its successors, assigns and such contractors
equally as if they were specifically mentioned
herein whenever the grantee is mentioned.

(2) The grantee, its successors and assigns
shall have the right to sell, transfer or assign
the franchise upon giving written notice to the
South Cle Elum town clerk of its intention to
do so not less than 60 days in advance of the
date of any proposed transfer. (Ord. 414 § 21,
1999).

12.10.220 Independent contractors.
The obligations imposed upon the grantee

by the express terms of the resolution granting
such franchise, or implied by the terms of this
chapter or any other ordinance affecting the
same, include every employee, nominee or
independent contractor of the grantee perform-
ing work in the town streets, avenues, alleys,
roads, highways, rights-of-way or other town
properties under contract, direction, request or
authority of the grantee under this franchise,
and the grantee, its agents, employees or inde-
pendent contractors, severally, shall be respon-
sible to the town for any injury or damage to
town property or the expense incurred or suf-
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fered by the town in correcting defects in work
replacing town roads or other improvements
damaged by the acts or neglect of such ser-
vants, agents or independent contractors of
grantee. (Ord. 414 § 22, 1999).

12.10.230 Revocation of franchise.
If the grantee, its successors or assigns,

through wilful or unreasonable neglect, fail to
heed or comply with any notice given to or
obligation of the grantee established under the
provisions of such grant, then the grantee, its
successors or assigns, shall forfeit all rights
conferred thereunder and such franchise may
be revoked or annulled by the town council
upon 30 days’ written notice thereof to the
grantee. (Ord. 414 § 23, 1999).

12.10.240 Amendments to chapter.
(1) The town reserves for itself the right at

any time to change, amend, modify or amplify
any of the provisions or conditions herein enu-
merated to conform to any state statute or
county regulation or to protect the public wel-
fare, health or safety as the town may deem
appropriate, and such franchise may thereafter
be terminated as provided in SCEMC
12.10.230 if such change, amendment, modifi-
cation or amplification of this chapter is not
complied with.

(2) The grantee, notwithstanding any other
terms of such franchise appearing to the con-
trary, shall be subject to the police power of the
town to adopt and enforce general ordinances
necessary to protect the safety and welfare of
the general public in relation to the rights
granted in such franchise. (Ord. 414 § 24,
1999).

12.10.250 Acceptance by grantee.
If within 30 days of the granting of such

franchise, the grantee shall have failed to sign
its written acceptance of the same, then the
granted rights and privileges therein shall be
deemed forfeited and declared null and void.
(Ord. 414 § 25, 1999).

Chapter 12.15

EXCAVATIONS

Sections:
12.15.010 Permits required.
12.15.020 Permit application requirements – 

Fee.
12.15.030 Length of permit validity.
12.15.040 Notification of superintendent.
12.15.050 Standard utility locations.
12.15.060 Safety standards.
12.15.070 Traffic control.
12.15.080 Construction methods and 

restrictions.
12.15.090 Standards for restoration of 

surfaces.
12.15.100 Clean-up.
12.15.110 Nonperformance by applicant – 

Town to perform work when – 
Costs.

12.15.120 Inspection.
12.15.130 “As-built” plans.
12.15.140 Violations – Penalties.
12.15.150 Indemnification.

12.15.010 Permits required.
It is unlawful for any person, firm, partner-

ship, corporation or other entity to make any
excavation in a public right-of-way, including
town roads, streets, avenues, highways and
alleys, without first having obtained a permit
from the town. All parties shall apply for a per-
mit from the town clerk-treasurer to work
within the public right-of-way at least seven
working days prior to commencement of work,
unless otherwise approved in advance and in
writing by the town superintendent (“superin-
tendent” herein). (Ord. 415 § 1, 1999).

12.15.020 Permit application requirements 
– Fee.

(1) When applying for a right-of-way exca-
vation permit, the applicant shall provide to the
superintendent the following:

(a) A detailed sketch showing the pro-
posed work in relation to the public right-of-
way, other existing utilities and street
improvements;
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(b) A certificate of liability insurance
naming the town of South Cle Elum as an addi-
tional insured with minimum limits of liability
as stated in the most recent edition of Standard
Specifications for Municipal Public Works
Construction, published by the Washington
chapter of the American Public Works Associ-
ation (APWA); provided, however, that a self-
insured public utility may submit a letter of
responsibility in lieu of a certificate of liability
insurance. Such letter of responsibility or cer-
tificate of liability insurance shall be approved
as to form by the town attorney prior to accep-
tance by the town; and

(c) A statement regarding coordination
with other utilities as to location of work so as
not to interfere with those utilities.

(2) No opening shall be made until all nec-
essary fittings and materials are available and
on hand to complete all work.

(3) Franchised utilities shall utilize the
standard locations for their facilities wherever
practicable.

(4) An administrative fee of $20.00 shall be
charged for the review and issuance of each
permit. (Ord. 415 § 2, 1999).

12.15.030 Length of permit validity.
A right-of-way excavation permit shall be

valid for a time period not to exceed 120 days
from the date of issuance; provided, however,
that a public utility may request one extension
of time, not to exceed 60 days in duration.
Such request shall be written and received by
the town clerk-treasurer at least seven days
prior to the expiration date of the original per-
mit. (Ord. 415 § 3, 1999).

12.15.040 Notification of superintendent.
The applicant shall notify the superinten-

dent and town clerk-treasurer at least 48 hours
prior to starting work. (Ord. 415 § 4, 1999).

12.15.050 Standard utility locations.
(1) Standard minimum depth requirements

for underground utility services are as follows:
(a) Electricity, 36 inches;
(b) Telephone, 30 inches;
(c) Natural gas, 30 inches;
(d) Fiber optic, 42 inches.

(2) Any deviation from these standards
must have written approval from the town
engineer. (Ord. 415 § 5, 1999).

12.15.060 Safety standards.
The applicant is responsible for complying

with all applicable local, state and federal
health and safety codes, standards, regulations
and/or accepted industry standards. It is the
responsibility of the applicant to insure that its
work force and the public are guarded against
any hazards arising from activities of the appli-
cant or its agents. (Ord. 415 § 6, 1999).

12.15.070 Traffic control.
(1) The applicant shall furnish, place and

maintain all required traffic-control devices
(both vehicular and pedestrian) as required in
the most recent edition of the Manual on Uni-
form Traffic Control Devices, published by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

(2) Any traffic restriction shall be approved
by the town superintendent. (Ord. 415 § 7,
1999).

12.15.080 Construction methods and 
restrictions.

(1) The applicant shall not interfere with or
obstruct the drainage of the town’s under-
ground fixtures for the conveyance of water or
sewage, or the town’s streets, lanes, alleys,
highways or other public properties.

(2) No facilities shall be installed within
five feet of any water main or other pipe or
conduit or other utility without prior approval
of the town engineer. This separation distance
is for parallel facilities and not facility cross-
ings.

(3) The applicant shall leave all trenches,
ditches and tunnels in such a way as to inter-
fere as little as possible with public travel and
shall take all due and necessary precautions to
guard the same so that damage or injury shall
not occur or arise by reason of such work.

(4) The applicant, to the extent practicable,
shall backfill all open trenches, ditches and
tunnels at the conclusion of each day’s work.
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(5) Where any of the applicant’s trenches,
ditches or tunnels are left open at night, the
applicant shall place warning lights and barri-
cades at such a position as to give adequate
warning of such work.

(6) Whenever practical, applicant shall
jack, bore or auger lines under streets when a
street crossing is required; otherwise, streets
must be cut. (Ord. 415 § 8, 1999).

12.15.090 Standards for restoration of 
surfaces.

(1) The applicant shall, with reasonable
promptness and no later than 20 days after the
work is finished, restore the surface of such
streets, avenues, lanes, highways and public
places.

(2) The applicant shall satisfactorily restore
all areas disturbed by construction activities to
an equal or better condition than existed prior
to construction. The following shall be consid-
ered the minimum acceptable depths of surfac-
ing materials to be replaced dependent upon
existing surfacing type:

(a) Asphalt concrete pavement and/or
bituminous surface treatment surfacing:

(i) Three inches compacted depth
asphalt concrete pavement, Class G, placed in
two lifts;

(ii) Three inches compacted depth
crushed surface top course (5/8"-0);

(iii) Eight inches compacted depth
ballast (2-1/2"-0).

(b) Cement concrete sidewalk:
(i) Four inches thickness in pedes-

trian areas, 3,000 psi 28-day minimum com-
pressive strength cement concrete;

(ii) Six inches thickness in vehicle
areas, 3,000 psi 28-day minimum compression
strength cement concrete;

(iii) Two inches compacted depth
crushed surfacing top course (5/8"-0) under all
cement concrete areas;

(iv) Refer to town sidewalk specifi-
cations as adopted.

(c) Gravel street:
(i) Three inches compacted depth

crushed surfacing top course (5/8"-0);
(ii) Nine inches compacted depth bal-

last (2-1/2"-0);

(iii) Replace all ballast if mud or
clay.

(d) Gravel street shoulder:
(i) Four inches compacted depth

crushed surfacing top course (5/8"-0).
(3) Cement concrete curbs and gutters shall

be replaced, where disturbed, with new cement
concrete curbs and gutters as shown on any
standard driveway detail and APWA specifi-
cations and standard plans as adopted by the
town.

(4) Temporary crushed-rock trench restora-
tion will be permitted for a maximum of two
weeks following installation of facilities.

(5) If adverse weather conditions exist,
temporary asphalt concrete cold-mix patch
will be permitted until weather conditions per-
mit the required permanent restoration speci-
fied above.

(6) All restoration materials and workman-
ship shall be in accordance with the most
recent edition of the referenced APWA speci-
fication.

(7) All trench backfill and restoration mate-
rials must be compacted to 95 percent of max-
imum density at a maximum of six-inch lifts.

(8) All restoration work must be approved
by the town superintendent.

(9) A cash deposit or bond in an amount to
be determined by the town engineer may be
required prior to commencing work in order
guarantee materials and workmanship; pro-
vided, however, that self-insured public utili-
ties shall be excluded from this requirement
provided they have complied with SCEMC
12.15.020.

(10) All restoration materials and work-
manship must be guaranteed for a one-year
period following formal acceptance of the
same by the town. Any remedial work required
by the town during this guarantee period must
be provided and performed by the applicant at
the applicant’s sole cost and expense when
demanded by the town. (Ord. 415 § 9, 1999).

12.15.100 Clean-up.
The applicant is to restore all areas worked

to equal or better condition than found within
20 days of completing the installation, weather
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permitting. Any extension of time shall be
approved in writing by the town superinten-
dent. (Ord. 415 § 10, 1999).

12.15.110 Nonperformance by applicant – 
Town to perform work when – 
Costs.

The town may, upon 20 days’ written notice
to the applicant, at any time do, or order to
have done, any and all work that it considers
necessary to restore any area left in an unsatis-
factory condition or in a condition, in the opin-
ion of the town superintendent, dangerous to
life or property; and the applicant, upon
demand, shall pay to the town all costs of such
work plus 10 percent. (Ord. 415 § 11, 1999).

12.15.120 Inspection.
The applicant shall pay, upon completion of

the project and inspection by the appropriate
city official, an inspection fee covering the
actual cost of said inspection. A statement of
costs shall be rendered to the applicant at the
completion of the project (minimum of one
hour). (Ord. 415 § 12, 1999).

12.15.130 “As-built” plans.
Within 30 days of completion of construc-

tion, the applicant shall provide a complete and
detailed set of “as-built” plans to the town’s
street superintendent. (Ord. 415 § 14, 1999).

12.15.140 Violations – Penalties.
Any person, firm, partnership, corporation

or other entity violating any of the provisions
of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by
a fine not to exceed $5,000. (Ord. 415 § 15,
1999).

12.15.150 Indemnification.
The applicant shall fully indemnify and hold

the town harmless from any and all liability
which might arise as a result of the actions of
the applicant, its agents, servants or employ-
ees. The town shall notify the applicant
promptly of any action filed against the town,
its agents or employees for damages arising
out of or by reason of the excavation per-
formed by the applicant, its agents or employ-

ees. In the event judgment shall be rendered
against the town of South Cle Elum, its agents
or employees, then in such suit or action the
applicant will fully satisfy the judgment within
90 days after the suit or action has been finally
determined. Acceptance by the town of any
work performed by the applicant at the time of
completion thereof shall not be a ground for
avoidance of this hold harmless agreement.
(Ord. 415 § 16, 1999).
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Title 13

PUBLIC UTILITIES

Chapters:
13.05 Water
13.10 Sewers
13.11 Water/Sewer Construction Standards
13.12 Sewer System Connection Charges
13.15 Cross-Connections
13.20 Water Supply
13.25 Electricity
13.30 Telecommunications, Cable, Right-of-Way Permits
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Chapter 13.05

WATER

Sections:
13.05.010 Definitions.
13.05.015 Mandatory water service.
13.05.020 Applications.
13.05.025 Connection fees and procedures.
13.05.030 Service pipes – Arrangement.
13.05.040 Service pipes – Placement and size.
13.05.050 Premises to be kept open to 

inspection.
13.05.060 Defacing service equipment.
13.05.070 Construction within town rights-

of-way.
13.05.080 Repealed.
13.05.090 Repair of service pipes – Owner’s 

responsibility.
13.05.100 Defective equipment.
13.05.110 Turning off water and making 

connections – Written permission.
13.05.120 Opening fire hydrant.
13.05.130 Access for purpose of inspection.
13.05.140 Water accounts kept in property 

owner’s name.
13.05.150 Shutting water off.
13.05.160 Water shortages – Town’s rights in 

event of.
13.05.170 Water use during fires.
13.05.180 Amendment of rules and 

regulations.
13.05.190 Open hoses and sprinkler head 

provisions.
13.05.200 Extension of water mains.
13.05.210 Collection of charges.
13.05.220 Liens – Additional remedy.
13.05.230 Rates and charges.
13.05.231 Water reserve fund.
13.05.232 Water utility tax.
13.05.240 Reinstitution charge.
13.05.250 Prohibition on hookups in 

floodplain.
13.05.260 Violation – Penalty.
13.05.270 Water leakage adjustments.
13.05.280 Termination of water service for 

nonpayment.
13.05.290 Conditions for providing utility 

service outside the town.

13.05.300 Hookup fees, connection charges 
and other conditions.

13.05.010 Definitions.
The following words, as used in this chap-

ter, shall have the following meanings:
(1) “Outside the town limits” means and

relates to territories situated beyond the corpo-
rate limits of the town of South Cle Elum.

(2) “Person” means and includes natural
persons of either sex, associations, partner-
ships, corporations or other entities whether
acting by themselves or by a servant, agent or
employee. The single number shall be read to
include the plural and the masculine pronoun
to include the feminine.

(3) “Premises” when used in reference to
residence means a single-dwelling unit.

(4) “Superintendent” shall mean the water
and sewer superintendent of the town of South
Cle Elum. (Ord. 416 § 1, 1999).

13.05.015 Mandatory water service.
(1) The town municipal water system is the

water system for the town and connection to
the system for all water service is mandatory
for all water provision. No other water service,
potable or otherwise, shall be permitted to pro-
vide water service within the town unless spe-
cifically authorized, prior to the adoption of
the ordinance codified in this section. 

(2) The owner of lands located in the town
who makes application for a short plat or pre-
liminary plat that requires water availability
from the town shall extend, at the owner’s cost,
the municipal water system to serve the devel-
opment, provided the town permits such exten-
sion.

(3) The owner of lands located in the town
undertaking the new construction of a building
shall connect to the municipal water system
when the town permits such construction,
unless an alternative water source exists and is
in use prior to the adoption of the ordinance
codified in this section.

(4) The owner of lands located in the town
on which a private well or wells are located,
and who applies to connect to a municipal
water system, shall work with the town to seek
authorization from the Washington State
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Department of Ecology to transfer any water
rights associated with the well or wells from
the owner to the water service provider, or to
the town if the provider does not accept the
water rights. The owner of permitted water
rights may seek compensation from the trans-
feree under mutually agreed upon terms. Any
such compensation paid by the town shall be
based upon the value of the water, as deter-
mined by the town, made available to the town
under such a transfer. Regardless of whether
the Department of Ecology allows such a
transfer of water rights, the well or wells shall
be decommissioned in accordance with Wash-
ington State Department of Ecology require-
ments prior to connection to a municipal water
system.

(5) The owner of lands located within the
town’s water service area that apply to connect
to the water system shall sign a service agree-
ment prohibiting the installation of an irriga-
tion well or wells on their lands for which
service is provided. (Ord. 553 § 1, 2015).

13.05.020 Applications.
An application for a service installation for

the use of water must be made on printed
forms to be furnished at Town Hall by the
town clerk-treasurer for each water service.
The application must state fully all purposes
for which town water is to be used, the location
of the property to be served and the signature
of the applicant agreeing to conform to all
rules and regulations pertaining to the use of
town water. Application may be made by the
property owner or his duly authorized agent
who, at the time of application, shall pay to the
town clerk-treasurer a connection charge in the
amount now existing or as hereafter estab-
lished by the town council.

No user of water is entitled to use water
other than for the purposes stated in the appli-
cation form. (Ord. 522 § 1, 2011, Ord. 416 § 2,
1999).

13.05.025 Connection fees and procedures.
(1) Applications for initial water service or

requests to reconnect water service shall not be
approved unless payment is received for the
water hookup fee, presently set at $2, 910, for

water service three-fourths of an inch in diam-
eter or smaller, or $3,910, for a service larger
than three-fourths of an inch in diameter, plus
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actual cost for meter box, lid, ring and other
materials necessary to complete installation
for service.

(2) The initial hookup fee for water service
shall be reviewed and modified, if deemed
appropriate by the town council, not less than
annually. The fee may include costs of provid-
ing a connection as well as an equitable share
of the cost of the system, including construc-
tion costs and interest thereon, and anticipated
major rehabilitation and improvement costs.

(3) When water has been shut off for any
cause, and is turned on again or allowed or
caused to be turned on by the owner, no refund
of rates will be made on account of its having
been shut off, and the town may then shut off
the water at the main, or remove a portion of
the service connection in the street, and shall
charge the actual cost of cutting out and rein-
stating the water supply, in addition to any out-
standing utility charges or other balances, and
the standard connection fees and costs.

(4) All service connections shall be
metered. Water shall be furnished at meter
rates, which will be no less than the established
minimum charge per month. The meters,
meter boxes, valves, stopcocks, and service
lines from the main to the meter shall remain
the property of the town and remain under its
exclusive control.

(5) When new buildings are to be erected
on the site of old ones and it is desired to
increase the size or change the location of the
old service connection, or where a service con-
nection to any premises is abandoned or no
longer used, the town may cut out or remove
such service connection, after which, should a
service connection be required to said pre-
mises, a new service shall be placed only upon
the owner making an application for a new tap
in the regular manner.

(6) Water for construction purposes may be
furnished by meter, at a rate set by the town.
All water for building of construction purposes
shall be charged against the property upon
which it is used, and the owner thereof. (Ord.
522 § 2, 2011)

13.05.030 Service pipes – Arrangement.
(1) Service pipes must be arranged such

that the water supply to each separate house,
dwelling unit, or premises is separately
metered, so that no multi-unit dwelling is
served by a single meter.

(2) Where water is now supplied through
one service to several houses, families or per-
sons, the town may, at its discretion, either
decline to furnish water until separate services
are provided, or in case any one of the owners
or occupants becomes delinquent or violates
any of the provisions of this chapter, the town
may shut off the original or main service until
all delinquent and unpaid charges and other
charges are paid, and the premises supplied by
the main service shall be held responsible for
all delinquent and unpaid charges against any
one or all of the separate owners or users.

(3) When the water utility has been
requested to attach a meter to pipes within a
building or buildings occupied by several ten-
ants, and it is divided without alteration being
made in the plumbing that is divided, written
notice and request to make such necessary
alterations shall be given by the water depart-
ment to the owner or occupant. In the event of
failure to comply with said notice within 10
days after its date, the supply may be with-
drawn until the alteration shall have been
made. (Ord. 522 § 3, 2011; Ord. 416 § 3,
1999).

13.05.040 Service pipes – Placement and 
size.

(1) When an application for water service is
approved, service pipes and connections from
the main line to and including the stopcock and
meter will be installed and maintained by the
town water department.

(2) No premises shall be allowed more than
one service connection except for industrial or
commercial usage, in which case each service
shall be metered and paid for separately at
commercial rates now existing or hereafter
adopted by the town council. Fire mains are
not subject to this subsection. (Ord. 522 § 4,
2011; Ord. 453 § 1, 2004; Ord. 417, 1999; Ord.
416 § 4, 1999).
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13.05.050 Premises to be kept open to 
inspection.

The superintendent or his agents shall have
access at all reasonable hours of the day for the
purpose of inspecting the condition of the
pipes and fixtures, the manner of water usage
and reading water meters. Water users shall
keep their premises adjacent to the water meter
free of any material that would prevent meter
access. In the event that the water meter is not
accessible due to the accumulation of debris or
causes other than force of nature such as accu-
mulations of snow, water service may be dis-
connected and not reconnected until inspection
is permitted. (Ord. 416 § 5, 1999).

13.05.060 Defacing service equipment.
It is unlawful for any person to break, deface

or damage any water meters, gates, pipes or
water fixtures or interfere with proper opera-
tion of any portion of the town water system. It
is unlawful for any person to disconnect or
remove any meter after installation unless the
removal or disconnection is approved by the
town. (Ord. 416 § 6, 1999).

13.05.070 Construction within town rights-
of-way.

No person shall perform any construction or
place structures of any kind within the roads,
avenues, alleys, rights-of-way or other proper-
ties owned by the town without first obtaining
a franchise and/or right-of-way permit, as the
case may be, from the town of South Cle Elum.
An applicant shall meet with the superinten-
dent to review construction plans, who may, in
his discretion, refer the same to the town engi-
neer for review. Thereafter, the town council
shall review and may approve plans to con-
struct and install facilities within the town
road, avenue, alley, right-of-way or other town
property and issue a permit for such construc-
tion. The proponent of the construction or
placement of structure upon such town road,
avenue, alley, right-of-way or other town
property shall be responsible for payment of
all costs incurred by the town in processing
and reviewing the proponent’s submitted
plans. Upon completion of any such construc-
tion, the person performing the construction

shall provide as-built drawings of such con-
struction to the town of South Cle Elum. (Ord.
416 § 7, 1999).

13.05.080 Meters property of town.
Repealed by Ord. 522. (Ord. 416 § 8, 1999).

13.05.090 Repair of service pipes – 
Owner’s responsibility.

The maintenance and repair of the service
pipe on the user side of the water meter is the
responsibility of the owner of the premises
being served. The owner shall keep the service
pipe in good working order and protect it from
freezing at the expense of the owner of the pre-
mises. The owner shall be responsible for dam-
ages resulting from leaks or breaks. (Ord. 416
§ 9, 1999).

13.05.100 Defective equipment.
(1) Water will not be furnished where there

are defective or leaking faucets or other water
fixtures, and when such may be discovered,
the supply will be withdrawn until proper
repairs are made at property owner’s sole
expense.

(2) If any person allows any faucet or pipe
to run open, not irrigating or sprinkling, he
shall be in violation of this chapter. In addition
to other penalties prescribed by this chapter,
water shall be immediately turned off from the
premises and will not be restored until the pen-
alties are paid. (Ord. 416 § 10, 1999).

13.05.110 Turning off water and making 
connections – Written 
permission.

No person will be allowed to make any con-
nection with the town main, to connect pipes
when they have been disconnected, make
alterations in any pipe, or to turn on or off the
water on any premises without written permis-
sion from the superintendent. Violation of this
section shall result in an immediate termina-
tion of service. (Ord. 522 § 6, 2011; Ord. 416
§ 11, 1999).
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13.05.120 Opening fire hydrant.
(1) It is unlawful for any person, except

when duly authorized by the superintendent or
who is a member of the fire department, to
open, operate, close, turn on, turn off, interfere
with, attach any pipe or hose to, or connect
anything to any fire hydrant, stop valve or
stopcock belonging to the town.

(2) Any person other than the superinten-
dent or members of the fire department requir-
ing the use of any hydrant, stopcock or valve
belonging to the town must make written
application for the same in advance to the
superintendent. (Ord. 416 § 12, 1999).

13.05.130 Access for purpose of inspection.
The superintendent and his agents shall

have free access at reasonable hours of the day
to all parts of buildings in which water may be
delivered from the town mains, for the purpose
of inspecting the condition of pipes and fix-
tures, and the manner in which the water is
used. It is unlawful for any person to fail,
neglect or refuse to give the superintendent
and his duly authorized representatives free
access at all reasonable times to all parts of
buildings or premises supplied with town
water for the purpose of making assessments,
inspecting the condition of the pipes and fix-
tures, evaluating the amount of water used and
the manner of use. If such access is not
granted, the superintendent may shut off the
service and the owner shall be required to pay
any and all delinquent and unpaid charges
against the premises, together with the shutoff
and turn-on charges provided for in this chap-
ter, as hereafter amended, before water service
is restored. (Ord. 416 § 13, 1999).

13.05.140 Water accounts kept in property 
owner’s name.

All accounts for water shall be kept in the
name of the owner of the property, not in the
name of the tenant, if any, and the owner shall
be responsible for timely payment of all water
charges. (Ord. 416 § 14, 1999).

13.05.150 Shutting water off.
The town reserves the right at any time,

without notice, to shut off the water supply for
repairs, extensions, nonpayment of rates or
any other reason, including nonpayment of
water, sewer, or other town utility bills, and the
town shall not be responsible for any damages
resulting therefrom; provided, however, that
the town shall attempt to give advance notice
to the owner of record whenever practicable.
(Ord. 522 § 7, 2011; Ord. 416 § 15, 1999).

13.05.160 Water shortages – Town’s rights 
in event of.

The town reserves the right in case of short-
age of water, or for any other just cause, to
make any order forbidding the use of water for
irrigation or sprinkling, and the use thereof in
contravention of the order shall be a violation
of this chapter. (Ord. 416 § 16, 1999).

13.05.170 Water use during fires.
No person shall use any water for irrigation

or sprinkling during the progress of any fire in
the town and all irrigation and sprinkling shall
be immediately stopped when an alarm of fire
is sounded in the town, and such irrigation or
sprinkling shall not begin again until the fire
has been extinguished. Use of water in viola-
tion of this section is a violation of this chapter.
(Ord. 416 § 17, 1999).

13.05.180 Amendment of rules and 
regulations.

The right is reserved to the town to amend or
add to these rules and regulations or to change
the water rates as may be necessary or as oth-
erwise provided for elsewhere in this chapter.
(Ord. 416 § 18, 1999).

13.05.190 Open hoses and sprinkler head 
provisions.

No water user shall permit open hoses to be
allowed to run at any time. No sprinkler head
shall apply water through an orifice larger than
three-eighths of an inch and no water user shall
utilize more than two sprinkler heads at any
one time. (Ord. 416 § 19, 1999).
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13.05.200 Extension of water mains.
All persons with premises located within the

town of South Cle Elum who desire that water
maintained by the town be extended to their
premises shall be charged the actual cost of
materials, labor, equipment, benefits and over-
head costs incurred in the extension thereof
plus 10 percent. Alternatively, any person
wishing to extend water service to their prem-
ises may, at their sole expense, employ a duly
licensed and bonded contractor to perform said
work. In the event a person does so employ
their own contractor to perform such work, the
contractor shall provide the town street super-
intendent with a copy of its contractor registra-
tion and bond, and shall fully comply with all
provisions of any right-of-way excavation or
other permit requirements before work may
commence on the proposed extension of water
service. (Ord. 416 § 20, 1999).

13.05.210 Collection of charges.
All town utilities shall be considered as one

utility for purposes of provision of services
and collection of fees. The town may provide
services and collect fees separately in its dis-
cretion. Water rates will be charged to property
owners on a monthly basis, and bills shall be
payable upon receipt. Charges unpaid after 30
days shall incur a penalty equivalent to 10 per-
cent of the base rate for water service.
Accounts remaining unpaid in subsequent bill-
ing cycles shall continue to incur the same pen-
alty for each cycle. (Ord. 522 § 8, 2011; Ord.
416 § 21, 1999).

13.05.220 Liens – Additional remedy.
Not withstanding the foregoing and in addi-

tion thereto, the town shall have a lien on
delinquent and unpaid charges for water for
charges up to four months past due, which
shall be enforceable as provided by law. All of
the liens and collection enforcements con-
tained in this chapter are additional and con-
current methods and are not to be construed as
excluding any other remedies available to the
town by law. (Ord. 522 § 9, 2011; Ord. 416
§ 22, 1999).

13.05.230 Rates and charges.
(1) The town council may at any time alter

water rates and charges as set forth in this sec-
tion. Changes shall be made by amendment in
the manner provided by law; provided, how-
ever, that the following monthly meter rates
shall be increased annually beginning
January 1, 2024, by three percent each year
and such increases shall be made without town
council action. The monthly rates and charges
effective January 1, 2023, shall be as follows:

(2) Meter Rates – Within Town Limits.
All rates in cubic feet (cf).
One cubic foot equals seven and one-half

gallons.
Monthly base charge includes first 1,000 cf.

(3) Meter Rates – Outside Town Limits.
All rates in cubic feet (cf).
One cubic foot equals seven and one-half

gallons.
Monthly base charge includes first 1,000 cf.

Size of Service Base Charge

5/8- and 3/4-inch meter $94.30

1.0-inch meter $115.57

1.5-inch meter $168.76

2.0-inch meter $222.01

3.0-inch meter $327.71

4.0-inch meter $433.41

6.0-inch meter $645.58

Additional usage, rate per cubic foot:

1,001 to 2,000 cf $0.013

2,001 to 4,000 cf $0.015

Over 4,000 cf $0.018

Size of Service Base Charge

5/8- and 3/4-inch meter $103.90

1.0-inch meter $124.43

1.5-inch meter $181.02

2.0-inch meter $237.89

3.0-inch meter $350.73

4.0-inch meter $463.63

6.0-inch meter $690.24
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(4) There shall be no water line hookups
outside the town limits of the town of South
Cle Elum without authorization by the town
council in accordance with the South Cle Elum
Municipal Code water policies set forth herein.
(Ord. 632 § 1 (Att. A), 2022; Ord. 619 § 1 (Att.
A), 2021; Ord. 607 § 1 (Att. A), 2021; Ord.
599 § 1 (Att. A), 2020; Ord. 586 § 1 (Att. A),
2018; Ord. 576 § 1 (Att. A), 2017; Ord. 571
§ 1 (Att. A), 2017; Ord. 559 § 1, 2015; Ord.
550 § 1, 2014; Ord. 538 § 1, 2013; Ord. 530
§ 1, 2012; Ord. 522 § 1, 2012; Ord. 485 § 1,
2007; Ord. 477 § 1, 2007; Ord. 449 § 1, 2003;
Ord. 436 § 1, 2001; Ord. 416 § 23, 1999).

13.05.231 Water reserve fund.
(1) Creation. There is created for the town a

separate fund to be known as the “reserve fund
for water and sewer utilities.”

(2) Additional Monthly Charge. Any and
all firms, persons, or other legal entities con-
nected to or using the water utilities of the
town of South Cle Elum shall pay an additional
monthly assessment equal to five percent of
the monthly water bill calculated under
SCEMC 13.05.230. The monthly billing will
identify this as the water reserve charge and
the money collected will be deposited into the
reserve fund for water and sewer utilities.

(3) Use. This assessment shall be levied
against the customer exclusively for the sup-
port and maintenance of the utility. The mon-
eys in this fund shall be used exclusively to
provide a reserve fund for the capital costs of
the water and sewer systems for the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 530 § 2, 2012; Ord. 510
§ 1, 2011; Ord. 478 § 1, 2007).

13.05.232 Water utility tax.
(1) Imposed. There is hereby imposed upon

any and all firms, persons, or other legal enti-
ties connected to or using the water utilities of
the town of South Cle Elum a utility tax which

shall be an additional monthly assessment
equal to six percent of the monthly water bill
amount calculated under SCEMC 13.05.230
and 13.05.231.

(2) Collection. The town clerk of the town
of South Cle Elum is hereby authorized and
directed to bill and collect the utility tax for the
period commencing with the month of June,
2007, and each month thereafter. The monthly
billing will identify this as the water utility tax.

(3) Disposition and Expenditure of Funds.
The funds generated by this utility tax shall be
deposited to and expended from the funds
under the town of South Cle Elum budget
heading “Current Fund.” (Ord. 479 § 1, 2007).

13.05.240 Reinstitution charge.
(1) As used in this section, “existing water

connection” means any premises having a con-
nection to the town water system, whether or
not water is currently being furnished to such
premises.

(2) There may be existing water connec-
tions for which the owner or a predecessor in
interest to the owner has paid a connection
charge, but for which premises no service
charges have been paid as a result of the prem-
ises having voluntarily not utilized town water
service. Town water service will be reinsti-
tuted to the premises only upon payment of all
the following amounts:

(a) Monthly town water service charges
from the date of interruption of water service
or from September 1, 1999, whichever amount
is less, together with a late fee of 15 percent of
that amount;

(b) Actual costs incurred in reestablish-
ing service, including but not limited to town
crew, backhoe, and other expenses actually
incurred in reestablishing service, together
with 15 percent of that amount representing
town overhead;

(c) Charges for acquisition and installa-
tion of a water meter to the premises, if the
premises does not already have a water meter,
together with 15 percent representing town
overhead;

(d) A reinstitution charge of $100.00
shall be paid to the town in order to reestablish

Additional usage, rate per cubic foot:

1,001 to 2,000 cf $0.015

Over 2,000 cf $0.018

Size of Service Base Charge
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service each time service to a location is dis-
connected and later reinstituted;

(e) Repealed by Ord. 477.
(3) The applicant must pay to the town, at

the time of application for renewed service, an
estimate of the amounts set forth above, which
estimate shall be determined by the town
superintendent. Any amounts deposited in
excess of actual costs of installation and recon-
nection together with town overhead shall be
refunded to the applicant. In the event that
actual cost of reconnection exceeds the esti-
mate, the applicant will be required to pay the
difference prior to initiation of water service.
(Ord. 477 § 2, 2007; Ord. 417, 1999; Ord. 416
§ 24, 1999).
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13.05.250 Prohibition on hookups in 
floodplain.

The town shall not provide any hookups in
the floodplain zone when said hookups are for-
bidden by federal, state or county regulation or
contracts with subdivisions or agencies of the
federal or state government. (Ord. 416 § 25,
1999).

13.05.260 Violation – Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions

of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00. Any
person violating the provisions of this chapter
is liable to the town for all damages proxi-
mately caused by said violation, irrespective of
whether said damages are compensatory, con-
sequential or special damages. When the
offense is one that relates to plumbing, leakage
or other illegal use or waste of water, the
superintendent may stop the supply of water to
the offender. When the water has been turned
off for a violation of provisions of this chapter,
the town may withhold water usage and supply
until all penalties have been paid. (Ord. 416
§ 26, 1999).

13.05.270 Water leakage adjustments.
An water customer may request an adjust-

ment to the customer’s water bill due to a
water leak within 15 days of the postmark on
said bill by submitting a written request to the
town council. Upon receipt of such a petition,
the town clerk may administratively adjust the
bill if the relief sought is under $10.00. Such
adjustments shall be reviewed with and bear
the signature of the mayor as evidence of
approval of the adjusted bill. Where a request
is not administratively adjusted, the town clerk
shall notify the town council and the petitioner
of a scheduled appearance before the town
council at its next regularly scheduled council
meeting. At that scheduled meeting, the peti-
tioner may present information regarding the
leak in the water line orally or in writing;
including the nature and cause of the leak, evi-
dence of repair, and the amount of adjustment
requested. The town council may, upon delib-
eration and passage of an oral motion recorded

in the official town minutes, grant a downward
adjustment in a reasonable and equitable
amount only upon good cause shown. No rate-
payer may petition the town council more than
one time per calendar year for such a down-
ward adjustment. (Ord. 520 § 1, 2011; Ord.
468, 2006; Ord. 432, 2001; Ord. 416 § 27,
1999).

13.05.280 Termination of water service for 
nonpayment.

Upon any charges for water service becom-
ing delinquent for over 30 days, the town may
turn off the water, sewer, or other town utility
service to the premises until all town utility
charges, penalties, and interest are paid. At any
such time as any town water customer is over
60 days delinquent in payment of its water bill,
charges, or assessments, then the town shall
undertake all acts necessary to disconnect ser-
vice to that customer. The 60 days provided for
herein shall be calculated from the date the
bill, charges or assessments are due; provided,
however, that at least 10 calendar days prior to
the date on which the town intends to discon-
nect service, the town shall forward to the cus-
tomer a notice advising of the town’s intent to
disconnect service for nonpayment. Any
notice sent to a customer advising of the intent
to disconnect service shall inform the cus-
tomer that in addition to the outstanding fees or
assessments that would have to be paid in
order to restore water service following dis-
connection, it shall also advise the customer
that the customer will be charged the custom-
ary connection fee in order to reconnect ser-
vice. The same notice shall also advise the
customer of the right to contest the validity of
the bill, charge or invoice, as well as the date
on which payment must be made in order to
avoid disconnection of service. Any writing
which is forwarded to the customer shall con-
tain a copy of the delinquent billing, charge or
assessment. (Ord. 522 § 10, 2011; Ord. 417,
1999; Ord. 416 § 30, 1999).
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13.05.290 Conditions for providing utility 
service outside the town.

For purposes of any application for annex-
ation into the town or any application for water
or sewer services or other municipal utility ser-
vice, the town may extend service only upon
satisfaction of the town’s engineer and town
council that the following standards have been
met:

(1) Except as provided herein, no applica-
tion or request for water utility or sewer ser-
vices, annexation, or other urban services shall
be permitted for any parcel, lot, or combina-
tion thereof in excess of two acres, whether
contiguous or not, whether owned by a single
entity or person or not, if such lot/parcel does
not already and lawfully possess sufficient and
perfected water rights capable of serving the
proposed area to be annexed into the town or
served by the town’s water and sewer systems.
Such water rights must be capable of being
quantified and have received any required
review and approval by the Department of
Ecology for transfer and acceptance by the
town council into the town’s water supply sys-
tem. Such supplies shall at a minimum have
been conditionally approved under ongoing
proceedings in DOE v. James J. Acquevella,
Yakima County Cause No. 77-2-01484-5.
Such supplies shall be an equivalent or approx-
imate amount to supply such property as deter-
mined by the town engineer for use in the
town’s water supply system which is capable
of providing adequate supply for initial or
phased development of the property. The town
reserves its rights to deny an application, grant
approval with conditions, and permit hookup
to serve only a portion of the property sought
by an applicant to be annexed into or served by
town utility systems which can be adequately
served by the applicant’s actual and available
water resources within the operational con-
straints of the town’s water and sewer system.
Similarly, the town further reserves its right to
deny, approve, approve for a portion of the
property, or condition approval of an applica-
tion for annexation or for town utility services
based upon the capacity, operating condition
and capability of the town’s wastewater treat-
ment facility. The town engineer may require

participation in utility local improvement dis-
trict upgrades for the town’s water and sewer
system, and may establish water conservation
standards consistent with the town’s water
code, as may hereinafter be amended. These
conditions and standards may establish maxi-
mum average daily use of gallons per day in an
amount less than the presently approved GPD
for ERUs, and may further include but not be
limited to: the conversion or required installa-
tion of water-saving devices, low-flush toilets,
flow head restrictors, peak demand charges,
time-of-use restrictions, limitation on irriga-
tion, installation of drought-resistant landscap-
ing, and on-site storage of captured storm
water for treatment and controlled releases
consistent with the town’s storm water stan-
dards as may hereafter be amended.

(2) With the approval of the town engineer
and the town council, the town may accept
water supplies from water reuse and exempt
residential wells or other exempt wells not
requiring an appropriative permit for ground-
water or surface water rights as approved
under applicable Department of Ecology regu-
lations which permit potable water supplies for
limited residential uses or reuse of treated
waste water to the extent that the Department
of Ecology approves the lawful transfer of
such water supplies into the town’s water sup-
ply system.

(3) No connection shall be made to any
applicant’s qualifying property or improve-
ments, its heirs, successors, and assigns, until
and unless adequate safeguards have been
made and accepted by the town to adequately
defend, indemnify, and hold the town harmless
from and against any liability, appeals, judicial
review, complaints, writs of review and other
extraordinary or equitable relief, including
reimbursement for any costs, fees, expert fees,
expenses for any related legal, judicial,
agency, administrative or appellate action(s)
related to or arising out of such application or
attempted transfer of water rights to the town
of South Cle Elum.

(4) Any transfer to the town of such water
rights shall be permitted only upon the execu-
tion on forms prepared by the town requiring,
without limitation: the execution of a perpetual
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and appurtenant no protest annexation agree-
ment, a no protest local improvement agree-
ment, a no protest utility local improvement
district agreement, and/or developer’s exten-
sion agreement. The town expressly reserves
its right to condition utility service upon the
execution of any or all of these agreements
upon terms and conditions as are determined to
be necessary by the town council and town
engineer.

(5) Any transfer to the town may be further
conditioned by development or permit condi-
tions reasonably related to project impacts,
including the payment of impact fees, fees
under Chapter 82.02 RCW, or mitigation fees
or conditions imposed under the State Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, implementing SEPA
regulations, SCEMC Titles 16, 17 and 18, as
may now exist or which may hereinafter be
amended, adopted SEPA policies, developer
agreements under RCW 36.70B.170, the
requirements of interlocal agreements with
Kittitas County, special purpose districts, or
municipalities, or landowner agreements
entered into under Chapters 35.91 and 35.92
RCW.

(6) Agreements with landowners and the
town for purposes of siting or acquisition of
properties for municipal facilities under Chap-
ters 35.91 and 35.92 RCW may contain differ-
ent terms and conditions than provided in
subsections (1) through (5) of this section.
(Ord. 436 § 2, 2001).

13.05.300 Hookup fees, connection charges 
and other conditions.

Connection to properties outside of the
town’s municipal boundaries is discretionary.
No water connection to any lot or parcel con-
taining an improved structure may be made to
person or property outside the town limits or
current service boundaries without first having
been executed either a developer’s extension
agreement, annexation agreement or no protest
annexation agreement as determined by the
town of South Cle Elum. Fees and charges
shall be no less than fees and charges or other
conditions for applicable hookup and service
within the town as currently exist or as may
hereinafter exist in the future. The town may

provide for different terms and conditions for
the owners of any properties upon which it
located or seeks to locate any municipal utility
facilities for the purposes of SCEMC Title 13
and this section for purposes of acceptance of
water supplies into the town’s supply system
through utility/landowner agreements, devel-
opment agreements, interlocal agreements
with Kittitas County and other jurisdictions, no
protest annexation agreements, or developer
extension agreements. To the extent permitted
by law, the town may impose surcharges and
rates different from those charged within its
classes of customers located within the town’s
boundaries; provided, that these rates, condi-
tions, and charges are reasonably related to the
cost and system impact of extending service
requested by the owner of real property or law-
ful occupant, maintain system capacity and
operational reliability, maintenance, improve-
ments, repairs, storage, pressure zone require-
ments, and fire flow capability, and other
factors determined to be reasonable and neces-
sary by the town council. Any customer
granted water under these terms and condi-
tions shall also be subject to mandatory town
water conservation programs, including but
not limited to conservation surcharges, conser-
vation devices and equipment, time-of-use
restrictions, and increased rates for usage
above adopted rates by the town. (Ord. 436
§ 3, 2001).
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Chapter 13.10

SEWERS

Sections:

Article I. Definitions

13.10.005 Context.
13.10.010 Applicant.
13.10.020 BOD.
13.10.030 Building drain.
13.10.040 Building sewer.
13.10.050 Combined sewer.
13.10.060 Domestic water or domestic water 

system.
13.10.070 Garbage.
13.10.080 Industrial wastes.
13.10.090 Inspector.
13.10.100 Natural outlet.
13.10.110 Person.
13.10.120 pH.
13.10.130 Properly shredded garbage.
13.10.140 Public sewer.
13.10.150 Sanitary sewer.
13.10.160 Sewage.
13.10.170 Sewage treatment plant.
13.10.180 Sewage works.
13.10.190 Sewer.
13.10.200 Shall.
13.10.210 Slug.
13.10.220 Storm drain.
13.10.230 Suspended solids.
13.10.240 Town clerk-treasurer.
13.10.250 Watercourse.

Article II. Sewer Department 
and Superintendent Duties

13.10.260 Department established.
13.10.270 Appointment of superintendent and 

other personnel.
13.10.280 Superintendent – Duties.

Article III. Sewage Disposal

13.10.290 Unsanitary deposit prohibited.
13.10.300 Unlawful discharge.
13.10.310 Construction of sewage disposal 

facility unlawful.

13.10.320 Connection to town sewer system 
required.

13.10.325 Connection to town sewer system – 
Exception.

13.10.330 Connection of private systems to 
public sewer.

13.10.340 Connection to public sewer – 
Cleaning and filling.

13.10.350 Connection to public sewer – 
Failure to connect.

Article IV. Building Sewers and Connection

13.10.360 Permit required.
13.10.370 Permit application – Inspection fee.
13.10.380 Costs borne by owner.
13.10.390 Separate building sewer required.
13.10.400 Use of old building sewers.
13.10.410 Construction standards.
13.10.420 Building sewer elevation.
13.10.430 Connection to surface runoff and 

ground water prohibited.
13.10.440 Connection requirements.
13.10.450 Building sewer – Inspection and 

connection.
13.10.460 Excavations – Barricades required 

– Restoration.
13.10.470 Repealed.

Article V. (Reserved)

Article VI. Use of the Public Sewers

13.10.480 Prohibited discharges to sanitary 
sewers.

13.10.490 Unpolluted drainage discharges.
13.10.500 Waters and wastes prohibited from 

discharge.
13.10.510 Substances prohibited from 

discharge.
13.10.520 Discharge of prohibited substances 

– Actions of superintendent.
13.10.530 Grease, oil and sand interceptors.
13.10.540 Maintenance of preliminary 

treatment facilities.
13.10.550 Control manhole.
13.10.560 Analysis of waters and wastes.
13.10.570 Industrial concern and town 

agreement.
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Article VII. User Charges

13.10.580 Public sewer charges.
13.10.581 Sewer reserve fund.
13.10.582 Sewer utility tax.
13.10.590 Vacant or unoccupied premises 

charges.
13.10.600 Sewer charges – When due.
13.10.610 Sewer charges lien upon property.
13.10.620 Enforcement of lien – Cutting off 

of water service.

Article VIII. Protection from Damage

13.10.630 Damage to sewage works 
prohibited.

Article IX. Powers and Authority of Inspectors

13.10.640 Permission to enter properties.
13.10.650 Indemnification against damage by 

town employees.

Article X. Penalties

13.10.660 Violation – Notice.
13.10.670 Violation – Penalty.
13.10.680 Violation – Termination of service.

Article I. Definitions

13.10.005 Context.
Unless the context specifically indicates

otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this
chapter shall be as follows. (Ord. 362 Art. I,
1992).

13.10.010 Applicant.
“Applicant” shall mean the owners, or

authorized agent of the property to be served,
and the applicant shall be the responsible per-
son for payment of bills for sanitary sewer
and/or domestic water service. (Ord. 362 Art. I
§ 1, 1992).

13.10.020 BOD.
“BOD” (denoting biochemical oxygen

demand) shall mean the quantity of oxygen
utilized in the biochemical oxidation of
organic matter under standard laboratory pro-

cedure in five days at 20 degrees Celsius,
expressed in milligrams per liter. (Ord. 362
Art. I § 2, 1992).
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13.10.030 Building drain.
“Building drain” shall mean that part of the

lowest horizontal piping of a discharge system
which receives the discharge from soil, waste
and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the
building and conveys it to the building sewer,
beginning five feet (1.5 meters) outside the
inner face of the building wall. (Ord. 362 Art.
I § 3, 1992).

13.10.040 Building sewer.
“Building sewer” shall mean the extension

from the building drain to the public sewer or
other place of disposal. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 4,
1992).

13.10.050 Combined sewer.
“Combined sewer” shall mean a sewer

receiving both surface drainage and sewage.
(Ord. 362 Art. I § 5, 1992).

13.10.060 Domestic water or domestic 
water system.

“Domestic water” or “domestic water sys-
tem” shall mean that water and water system in
which it is carried, which is for human con-
sumption and normal household and business
or industrial uses provided from the town’s
supply. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 6, 1992).

13.10.070 Garbage.
“Garbage” shall mean solid wastes from the

domestic and commercial preparation, cook-
ing and dispensing of food and from the han-
dling, storage and sale of produce. (Ord. 362
Art. I § 7, 1992).

13.10.080 Industrial wastes.
“Industrial wastes” shall mean the liquid

wastes from industrial manufacturing pro-
cesses, trade or business as distinct from sani-
tary sewage. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 8, 1992).

13.10.090 Inspector.
“Inspector” shall mean the appointed

inspector for the town or his authorized dep-
uty, agent or representative. (Ord. 362 Art. I §
9, 1992).

13.10.100 Natural outlet.
“Natural outlet” shall mean any outlet into a

watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of
surface or ground water. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 10,
1992).

13.10.110 Person.
“Person” shall mean any individual, firm,

company, association, society, corporation or
group. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 11, 1992).

13.10.120 pH.
“pH” shall mean the logarithm of the recip-

rocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams
per liter of solution. “pH” is an expression of
the intensity of the basic or acid condition of a
liquid. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 12, 1992).

13.10.130 Properly shredded garbage.
“Properly shredded garbage” shall mean the

wastes from the preparation, cooking and dis-
pensing of food that has been shredded to such
a degree that all particles will be carried freely
under the flow conditions normally prevailing
in public sewers, with no particle greater than
one-half inch (1.27 centimeters) in any dimen-
sion. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 13, 1992).

13.10.140 Public sewer.
“Public sewer” shall mean a sewer in which

all owners of abutting properties have equal
rights and is controlled by public authority.
(Ord. 362 Art. I § 14, 1992).

13.10.150 Sanitary sewer.
“Sanitary sewer” shall mean a sewer which

carries sewage and to which storm, surface and
ground waters are not intentionally admitted.
(Ord. 362 Art. I § 15, 1992).

13.10.160 Sewage.
“Sewage” shall mean a combination of the

water-carried wastes from residences, business
buildings, institutions and industrial establish-
ments, together with such ground, surface and
storm waters as may be present. (Ord. 362 Art.
I § 16, 1992).
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13.10.170 Sewage treatment plant.
“Sewage treatment plant” shall mean any

arrangement of devices and structures used for
treating sewage. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 17, 1992).

13.10.180 Sewage works.
“Sewage works” shall mean all facilities for

collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of
sewage. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 18, 1992).

13.10.190 Sewer.
“Sewer” shall mean a pipe or conduit for

carrying sewage. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 19, 1992).

13.10.200 Shall.
“Shall” is mandatory; “may” is permissive.

(Ord. 362 Art. I § 20, 1992).

13.10.210 Slug.
“Slug” shall mean any discharge of water,

sewage or industrial waste which in concentra-
tion of any given constituent or in quantity of
flow exceeds for any period of duration longer
than 15 minutes more than five times the aver-
age 24-hour concentration of flows during nor-
mal operation. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 21, 1992).

13.10.220 Storm drain.
“Storm drain” (sometimes termed “storm

sewer”) shall mean a sewer which carries
storm and surface waters and drainage, but
excludes sewage and industrial wastes other
than unpolluted cooling water. (Ord. 362 Art. I
§ 22, 1992).

13.10.230 Suspended solids.
“Suspended solids” shall mean solids that

either float on the surface of or are in suspen-
sion in water, sewage or other liquids and
which are removable by laboratory filtering.
(Ord. 362 Art. I § 23, 1992).

13.10.240 Town clerk-treasurer.
“Town clerk-treasurer” shall mean the

appointed town clerk-treasurer of the town or
his authorized deputy, agent or representative.
(Ord. 362 Art. I § 24, 1992).

13.10.250 Watercourse.
“Watercourse” shall mean a channel in

which a flow of water occurs, either continu-
ously or intermittently. (Ord. 362 Art. I § 25,
1992).

Article II. Sewer Department
and Superintendent Duties

13.10.260 Department established.
A water and sewer department of the town

of South Cle Elum is established. The officers
and other employees shall consist of a superin-
tendent and such other personnel as the town
council may from time to time deem necessary
for the efficient administration of the depart-
ment. (Ord. 362 Art. II § 1, 1992).

13.10.270 Appointment of superintendent 
and other personnel.

The superintendent of the sewer department
and such other personnel as the town council
may from time to time authorize shall be
appointed by the mayor and shall hold such
appointment during the pleasure of the mayor.
The superintendent and such other personnel
as may be authorized shall receive such salary
as the town council may determine. (Ord. 362
Art. II § 2, 1992).

13.10.280 Superintendent – Duties.
The duties of the superintendent shall be to

oversee and superintend the operation and
maintenance of the sewer system, the making
of repairs of all kinds, the construction of all
extensions and additions and all construction
work of whatever nature whatsoever in con-
nection with the present sewer and any new
systems that may be established. The superin-
tendent shall at all times be subject to the
direction and authority of the mayor. (Ord. 362
Art. II § 3, 1992).

Article III. Sewage Disposal

13.10.290 Unsanitary deposit prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any person to place,

deposit or permit to be deposited in any unsan-
itary manner on public or private property
within the town of South Cle Elum, or in any



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 13.10.350

13-6 (Revised 7/11)

area under the jurisdiction of said town, any
human or animal excrement, garbage or other
objectionable waste. (Ord. 362 Art. III § 1,
1992).

13.10.300 Unlawful discharge.
It shall be unlawful to discharge to any nat-

ural outlet within the town of South Cle Elum,
or in any area under the jurisdiction of said
town, any sewage or other polluted waters,
except where suitable treatment has been pro-
vided in accordance with subsequent provi-
sions of this chapter. (Ord. 362 Art. III § 2,
1992).

13.10.310 Construction of sewage disposal 
facility unlawful.

It shall be unlawful to construct or maintain
any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or
other facility intended or used for the disposal
of sewage. (Ord. 362 Art. III § 3, 1992).

13.10.320 Connection to town sewer system 
required.

The owner of each lot or parcel of real prop-
erty within the town, not already connected to
public sewer system of the town, upon which
lot or parcel of property there is situated any
building or structure for human occupation or
use for any other purpose, shall install suitable
toilet facilities therein, and shall connect such
facilities together with all other facilities
therein the use of which results in the existence
of sewage as defined herein, with the public
sewer system, at his own expense (within 30
days after publication in the official newspaper
of the town of a notice to do so, signed by the
town clerk-treasurer. Such installation and
connection shall be commenced within 30
days following such notice.) (Ord. 362 Art. III
§ 4, 1992).

13.10.325 Connection to town sewer system 
– Exception.

Notwithstanding the requirements of
SCEMC 13.10.320, whenever the town coun-
cil determines, after consultation with the town
engineer and town superintendent, that it is
impractical by reason of the topography of the
land and/or the distance of the property from

any existing sewer lines for new development
to connect to the town’s public sewer system,
a private sewage disposal and treatment sys-
tem may be installed subject to the require-
ments and in accordance with the provisions of
the Kittitas County health authority. The prop-
erty owner shall operate and maintain the pri-
vate sewage disposal and treatment system
facilities in a sanitary manner at all times and
at no expense to the town. No sewage shall be
permitted to discharge to any natural outlet or
to the ground surface. (Ord. 467 § 1, 2006).

13.10.330 Connection of private systems to 
public sewer.

At such time as a public sewer becomes
available to a property served by a private sew-
age disposal system, a direct connection shall
be made to the public sewer in compliance
with this chapter, and any septic tanks, cess-
pools and similar private sewage disposal
facilities shall be removed or decommissioned
in a sanitary manner, according to the Kittitas
County health department requirements, at no
expense to the town. (Ord. 362 Art. III § 5,
1992).

13.10.340 Connection to public sewer – 
Cleaning and filling.

When a public sewer becomes available, the
building sewer shall be connected to said
sewer within 60 days and the private sewage
disposal system shall be cleaned of sludge and
filled with clean bankrun gravel or dirt. (Ord.
362 Art. III § 6, 1992).

13.10.350 Connection to public sewer – 
Failure to connect.

In the event the building sewer and connec-
tion are not made within the time herein pro-
vided for following notice, the superintendent
is hereby authorized and directed to cause the
same to be made and to file a statement of the
cost thereof with the town clerk-treasurer and
thereupon a warrant shall be issued under the
direction of the town council against the sewer
reserve fund for the payment of such cost.
Such amount, together with a penalty of 10
percent thereof, plus interest at the rate of eight
percent per annum upon the total amount of the



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 13.10.360

13-6.1 (Revised 7/11)

cost and penalty, shall be assessed against the
property upon which such building sewer and
connection has not been placed as required,
and shall become a lien thereon as herein pro-
vided. Such total amount, when collected,
shall be paid into the sewer reserve fund. (Ord.
510 § 2, 2011; Ord. 362 Art. III § 7, 1992).

Article IV. Building Sewers and Connection

13.10.360 Permit required.
No unauthorized person shall uncover,

make any connections with or opening into,
use, alter or disturb any public sewer or appur-
tenance thereof without first obtaining a writ-
ten permit from the superintendent. No
unauthorized person shall open, alter or disturb
the streets or alleys of the town of South Cle
Elum for the purpose of making connection
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with the public sewer system without first
obtaining a written permit therefor from the
superintendent. (Ord. 362 Art. IV § 1, 1992).

13.10.370 Permit application – Inspection 
fee.

There shall be two classes of building sewer
permits: (1) for residential and commercial
services, and (2) for service to establishments
producing industrial wastes. In either case, the
owner or his agent shall make application on a
form furnished by the town. The permit appli-
cation shall be supplemented by any plans,
specifications or other information considered
pertinent in the judgment of the superinten-
dent. A permit and inspection fee of $975.00
for a single-family residential, commercial or
industrial building sewer permit shall be paid
to the town at the time the application is filed.
(Ord. 362 Art. IV § 2, 1992).

13.10.380 Costs borne by owner.
All cost and expense incident to the installa-

tion and connection and maintenance of the
building sewer shall be borne by the owner.
The owner shall indemnify the town from any
loss or damage that may directly or indirectly
be occasioned by the installation of the build-
ing sewer. The correction charge set out in the
schedule of rates and charges shall be paid in
addition to the foregoing costs and expenses
and shall represent a contribution toward the
expense of construction of the town sewerage
system and sewage disposal facilities. (Ord.
362 Art. IV § 3, 1992).

13.10.390 Separate building sewer 
required.

A separate and independent building sewer
shall be provided for every building requiring
a sewerage connection; except where one
building stands at the rear of another on an
interior lot and no private sewer is available or
can be constructed to the rear building through
an adjoining alley, court, yard or driveway, the
building sewer from the front building may be
extended to the rear building and the whole
considered as one building sewer, but in such
event, each such building shall pay the same

sewerage and connection charges as if it were
separately connected to the town sewerage
system. (Ord. 362 Art. IV § 4, 1992).

13.10.400 Use of old building sewers.
Old building sewers may be used in connec-

tion with new buildings only when they are
found, on examination and test by the inspec-
tor, to meet all requirements of this chapter.
(Ord. 362 Art. IV § 5, 1992).

13.10.410 Construction standards.
The size, slope, alignment and materials of

construction of a building sewer and the meth-
ods to be used in excavating, placing of the
pipe, jointing, testing and backfilling the
trench shall all conform to the requirements of
the building and plumbing code or other appli-
cable rules and regulations of the town. In the
absence of code provisions or in amplification
thereof, the materials and procedures set forth
in appropriate specifications of the ASTM and
WPCF Manual of Practice No. 9 shall apply.
(Ord. 362 Art. IV § 6, 1992).

13.10.420 Building sewer elevation.
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall

be brought to the building at an elevation
below the basement floor. In all buildings in
which any building drain is too low to permit
gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary sew-
age carried by such building drain shall be
lifted by an approved means and discharged to
the building sewer. (Ord. 362 Art. IV § 7,
1992).

13.10.430 Connection to surface runoff and 
ground water prohibited.

No person shall make connections of roof
downspouts, exterior foundation drains, area-
way drains, sump pumps or other sources of
surface runoff or ground water to a building
sewer or building drain which in turn is con-
nected directly or indirectly to a public sani-
tary sewer. (Ord. 362 Art. IV § 8, 1992).

13.10.440 Connection requirements.
The connection of the building sewer into

the public sewer shall conform to the require-
ments of the building and plumbing code or
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other applicable rules and regulations of the
town or the procedures set forth in appropriate
specifications of the ASTM and WPCF Man-
ual of Practice No. 9. All such connections
shall be made gastight and watertight. Any
deviation from the prescribed procedures and
materials must be approved by the superinten-
dent before installation. (Ord. 362 Art. IV § 9,
1992).

13.10.450 Building sewer – Inspection and 
connection.

The applicant for the building sewer permit
shall notify the superintendent when the build-
ing sewer is ready for inspection and connec-
tion to the public sewer. The connection shall
be made under the supervision of the superin-
tendent or his representative. (Ord. 362 Art. IV
§ 10, 1992).

13.10.460 Excavations – Barricades 
required – Restoration.

All excavations for building sewer installa-
tion shall be adequately guarded with barri-
cades and lights so as to protect the public
from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and
other public property disturbed in the course of
the work shall be restored in a manner satisfac-
tory to the town. The owner and his contractor
shall comply with all applicable OSHA and
WISHA rules and regulations. (Ord. 362 Art.
IV § 11, 1992).

13.10.470 Connection fee.
Repealed by Ord. 434. (Ord. 362 Art. IV §

12, 1992).

Article V. (Reserved)

Article VI. Use of the Public Sewers

13.10.480 Prohibited discharges to sanitary 
sewers.

No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-
charged any storm water, surface water,
ground water, roof runoff, subsurface drain-
age, uncontaminated cooling water or unpol-
luted industrial process waters to any sanitary
sewer. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 1, 1992).

13.10.490 Unpolluted drainage discharges.
Storm water and all other unpolluted drain-

age shall be discharged to such sewers as are
specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a
natural outlet approved by the superintendent.
Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process
waters may be discharged, on approval of the
superintendent, to a storm sewer or natural out-
let. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 2, 1992).

13.10.500 Waters and wastes prohibited 
from discharge.

No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-
charged any of the following described waters
or wastes to any public sewers:

(1) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil
or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid,
gas or used motor oil.

(2) Any waters or wastes containing toxic
or poisonous solids, liquids or gases in suffi-
cient quantity, either single or by interaction
with other wastes, to injure or interfere with
any sewage treatment process, constitute a
hazard to humans or animals, create a public
nuisance or create any hazard in the receiving
waters of the sewage treatment plant, includ-
ing but not limited to cyanides in excess of two
mg/l as CN in the wastes as discharged to the
public sewer.

(3) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower
than 5.5 or having any other corrosive property
capable of causing damage or hazard to struc-
tures, equipment and personnel of the sewage
works.

(4) Solid or viscous substances in quantities
or of such size capable of causing obstruction
to the flow in sewers or other interference with
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the proper operation of the sewage works such
as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand,
mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feath-
ers, tar, plastics, wood, unground garbage,
whole blood, paunch manure, hair and flesh-
ings, entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk con-
tainers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage
grinders. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 3, 1992).

13.10.510 Substances prohibited from 
discharge.

No person shall discharge or cause to be dis-
charged the following described substances,
materials, waters or wastes if it appears likely
in the opinion of the superintendent that such
wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage
treatment process or equipment, have an
adverse effect on the receiving stream, or can
otherwise endanger life, limb, public property
or constitute a nuisance. In forming his opinion
as to the acceptability of these wastes, the
superintendent will give consideration to such
factors as quantities of subject wastes in rela-
tion to flows and velocities in the sewers,
materials or construction of the sewers, nature
of the sewage treatment process, capacity of
the sewage treatment plant and other pertinent
factors. The substances prohibited are:

(1) Any liquid or vapor having a tempera-
ture higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit (65
degrees Celsius).

(2) Any water or waste containing fats,
waste-activated sludge, grease or oils, whether
emulsified or not, in excess of 100 mg/l or con-
taining substances which may solidify or
become viscous at temperatures between 32
degrees Fahrenheit and 150 degrees Fahren-
heit (one degree and 65 degrees Celsius).

(3) Any garbage that has not been properly
shredded. The installation and operation of any
garbage grinder equipped with a motor of
three-fourths horsepower (0.76 hp metric) or
greater shall be subject to the review and
approval of the superintendent.

(4) Any waters or wastes containing strong
acid iron pickling wastes or concentrated plat-
ing solutions whether neutralized or not.

(5) Any waters or wastes containing iron,
chromium, copper, zinc and similar objection-
able or toxic substances; or wastes exerting an

excessive chlorine requirement, to such degree
that any such material received in the compos-
ite sewage at the sewage treatment works
exceeds the limit established by the superin-
tendent for such materials.

(6) Any waters or wastes containing phe-
nols or other taste or odor-producing sub-
stances, in such concentrations exceeding
limits which may be established by the super-
intendent as necessary, after treatment of the
composite sewage, to meet the requirements of
the state federal or other public agencies or
jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving
waters.

(7) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of
such half-life or concentration as may exceed
limits established by the superintendent in
compliance with applicable state or federal
regulations.

(8) Any waters or wastes having a pH in
excess of 9.5.

(9) Materials which exert or cause:
(a) Unusual concentrations of inert sus-

pended solids (such as, but not limited to, Full-
ers earth, lime slurries and lime residues) or of
dissolved solids (such as, but not limited to,
sodium chloride and sodium sulfate).

(b) Excessive discoloration (such as, but
not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tan-
ning solutions).

(c) Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen
demand or chlorine requirements in such
quantities as to constitute a significant load on
the sewage treatment works.

(d) Unusual volume of flow or concen-
tration of wastes constituting “slugs” as
defined herein.

(10) Waters or wastes containing sub-
stances which are not amenable to treatment or
reduction by the sewage treatment processes
employed, or are amenable to treatment only to
such degree that the sewage treatment plant
effluent cannot meet the requirements of other
agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to
the receiving waters. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 4,
1992).
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13.10.520 Discharge of prohibited 
substances – Actions of 
superintendent.

If any waters or wastes are discharged, or
are proposed to be discharged to the public
sewers, which waters contain the substances or
possess the characteristics enumerated in
SCEMC 13.10.510 and which in the judgment
of the superintendent may have a deleterious
effect upon the sewage works, processes,
equipment or receiving waters or which other-
wise create a hazard to life or constitute a pub-
lic nuisance, the superintendent may:

(1) Reject the wastes;
(2) Require pretreatment to an acceptable

condition for discharge to the public sewers;
(3) Require control over the quantities and

rates of discharge; and/or
(4) Require payment to cover the added

cost of handling and treating the wastes not
covered by existing taxes or sewer charges
under the provisions of SCEMC 13.10.570.

If the superintendent permits the pretreat-
ment or equalization of waste flows, the design
and installation of the plants and equipment
shall be subject to the review and approval of
the superintendent and subject to the require-
ments of all applicable codes, ordinances and
laws. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 5, 1992).

13.10.530 Grease, oil and sand 
interceptors.

Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be
provided when, in the opinion of the superin-
tendent, they are necessary for the proper han-
dling of liquid wastes containing grease in
excessive amounts or any flammable wastes,
sand or other harmful ingredients; except that
such interceptors shall not be required for pri-
vate living quarters or dwelling units. All inter-
ceptors shall be of a type and capacity
approved by the superintendent and shall be
located as to be readily and easily accessible
for cleaning and inspection. (Ord. 362 Art. VI
§ 6, 1992).

13.10.540 Maintenance of preliminary 
treatment facilities.

Where preliminary treatment or flow-equal-
izing facilities are provided for any waters or
wastes, they shall be maintained continuously
in satisfactory and effective operation by the
owner or at his expense. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 7,
1992).

13.10.550 Control manhole.
When required by the superintendent, the

owner of any property serviced by a building
sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a
suitable control manhole together with such
necessary meters and other appurtenances in
the building to facilitate observation, sampling
and measurement of the wastes. Such man-
hole, when required, shall be accessible and
safely located and shall be constructed in
accordance with plans approved by the super-
intendent. The manhole shall be installed by
the owner at his expense and shall be main-
tained by him so as to be safe and accessible at
all times. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 8, 1992).

13.10.560 Analysis of waters and wastes.
All measurements, tests and analyses of the

characteristics of waters and wastes to which
reference is made in this chapter shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the latest edition of
“Standard Methods for the Examination of
Water and Wastewater,” published by the
American Public Health Association and shall
be determined at the control manhole pro-
vided, or upon suitable samples taken at said
control manhole. In the event that no special
manhole has been required, the control man-
hole shall be considered to be the nearest
downstream manhole in the public sewer to the
point at which the building sewer is connected.

Sampling shall be carried out by customar-
ily accepted methods to reflect the effect of
constituents upon the sewer works and to
determine the existence of hazards to life, limb
and property. The particular analyses involved
will determine whether a 24-hour composite of
all outfalls of a premise is appropriate or
whether a grab sample or samples shall be
taken. Normally, but not always, BOD and
suspended solids analyses are obtained from
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24-hour composites of all outfalls, whereas
pHs are determined from periodic grab sam-
ples. (Ord. 362 Art. VI § 9, 1992).

13.10.570 Industrial concern and town 
agreement.

No statement contained in this article shall
be construed as preventing any special agree-
ment or arrangement between the town and
any industrial concern whereby an industrial
waste of unusual strength or character may be
accepted by the town for treatment, subject to
payment therefor, by the industrial concern.
(Ord. 362 Art. VI § 10, 1992).

Article VII. User Charges

13.10.580 Public sewer charges.
The town council may at any time alter

sewer rates and charges as set forth in this sec-
tion. Changes shall be made by amendment in
the manner provided by law; provided, how-
ever, that the following monthly rates shall be
increased annually beginning January 1, 2024,
by three percent each year and such increases
shall be made without town council action.
The monthly rates and charges effective Janu-
ary 1, 2023, for public sewer service inside the
corporate limits of the town of South Cle Elum
shall be upon the following monthly schedule: 

In the case of sewer service to customers
outside the corporate limits of the town of
South Cle Elum, those customers shall be
charged the same rate as those customers
receiving equivalent services inside the corpo-
rate limits of the town of South Cle Elum.
(Ord. 632 § 1 (Att. A), 2022; Ord. 619 § 1 (Att.
A), 2021; Ord. 607 § 1 (Att. A), 2021; Ord.
599 § 1 (Att. A), 2020; Ord. 586 § 1 (Att. A),
2018; Ord. 576 § 1 (Att. A), 2017; Ord. 571
§ 1 (Att. A), 2017; Ord. 559 § 2, 2015; Ord.
550 § 2, 2014; Ord. 538 § 2, 2013; Ord. 463
§ 1, 2005; Ord. 450 § 1, 2003; Ord. 383 § 1,
1996; Ord. 362 Art. VII § 1, 1992).

13.10.581 Sewer reserve fund.
(1) Creation. There is created for the town a

separate fund to be known as the “reserve fund
for water and sewer utilities.”

(2) Additional Monthly Charge. Any and
all firms, persons, or other legal entities con-
nected to or using the sewer utilities of the
town of South Cle Elum shall pay an additional
monthly charge equal to five percent of the
monthly sewer bill calculated under SCEMC
13.10.580. The monthly billing will identify
this as the sewer reserve charge and the money
collected will be deposited into the reserve
fund for water and sewer utilities.

(3) Use. This assessment shall be levied
against the customer exclusively for the sup-
port and maintenance of the utility. The mon-
eys in this fund shall be used exclusively to
provide a reserve fund for the capital costs of
the water and sewer systems for the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 530 § 3, 2012; Ord. 510
§ 3, 2011; Ord. 478 § 2, 2007).

Residences $45.13
Cabins, apartments, cabooses $45.13

 per cabin,
apt. or

caboose
General stores and offices with 
private facilities $45.13
Churches and halls $59.23
Barber, beauty shops, 
groceries, meat markets, 
drugstores with fountain and 
similar facilities $59.23
Commercial and self-service 
laundries $59.23
Taverns, cafes, theaters, depots $59.23
Garages or service stations $59.23

Fruit warehousing and 
processing plants $59.23
Schools – Per student and 
operating $0.102

 per person
Commercial office buildings – 
Approximately 75 personnel $0.102

 per person
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13.10.582 Sewer utility tax.
(1) Imposed. There is hereby imposed upon

any and all firms, persons, or other legal enti-
ties connected to or using the sewer utilities of
the town of South Cle Elum a utility tax which
shall be an additional monthly assessment 
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equal to six percent of the monthly sewer bill
amount calculated under SCEMC 13.10.580
and 13.10.581.

(2) Collection. The town clerk of the town
of South Cle Elum is hereby authorized and
directed to bill and collect the utility tax for the
period commencing with the month of June,
2007, and each month thereafter. The monthly
billing will identify this as the sewer utility tax.

(3) Disposition and Expenditure of Funds.
The funds generated by this utility tax shall be
deposited to and expended from the funds
under the town of South Cle Elum budget
heading “Current Fund.” (Ord. 479 § 2, 2007).

13.10.590 Vacant or unoccupied premises 
charges.

There shall be no credit for vacant or unoc-
cupied premises as to public sewer services.
(Ord. 477 § 3, 2007; Ord. 362 Art. VII § 2,
1992).

13.10.600 Sewer charges – When due.
All charges for sewerage service shall be

due and payable at the office of the town clerk-
treasurer on or before the tenth day after the
bill has been issued therefor and shall become
delinquent after said tenth day. Sewerage bills
shall be issued together and with the monthly
water collection charges upon a single state-
ment where feasible. All payments and collec-
tions for sewerage service shall be paid into the
sewer fund. (Ord. 510 § 4, 2011; Ord. 362 Art.
VII § 3, 1992).

13.10.610 Sewer charges lien upon 
property.

All charges for sewer connections and ser-
vice and all service charges provided in this
chapter, or as may be hereafter amended,
together with penalties and interest thereon,
shall be a lien upon the property with which
such connections are made or to which such
sewerage service is rendered, superior to all
other liens and encumbrances whatsoever,
except for general taxes and local special
assessments. Enforcement of such lien or liens
shall be in the manner provided by law. (Ord.
362 Art. VII § 4, 1992).

13.10.620 Enforcement of lien – Cutting off 
of water service.

All town utilities shall be considered as one
utility for purposes of provision of services
and collection of fees. The town may provide
services and collect fees separately in its dis-
cretion. As an additional and concurrent
method of enforcing the lien of said town for
sewerage charges, the superintendent is hereby
authorized and directed at the end of 60 days
after the date of first delinquency of any of
such sewerage charges to cut off the water ser-
vice from the premises where such services are
provided until such time as all town utility
charges, plus penalties in the sum of 10 percent
of the unpaid charges, plus interest at the rate
of eight percent per annum upon such unpaid
charges and penalties, together with an addi-
tional sum as provided in Chapter 13.05
SCEMC for turning the domestic water on,
shall have been paid. (Ord. 522 § 11, 2011;
Ord. 362 Art. VII § 5, 1992).

Article VIII. Protection from Damage

13.10.630 Damage to sewage works 
prohibited.

No unauthorized person shall maliciously,
willfully or negligently break, damage,
destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any
structure, appurtenance or equipment which is
a part of the sewage works. Any person violat-
ing this provision shall be subject to immediate
arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.
(Ord. 362 Art. VIII § 1, 1992).

Article IX. Powers and 
Authority of Inspectors

13.10.640 Permission to enter properties.
The superintendent and other duly autho-

rized employees of the town of South Cle
Elum bearing proper credentials and identifi-
cation shall be permitted to enter all properties
for the purposes of inspection, observation,
measurement, sampling and testing in accor-
dance with the provisions of this chapter. The
superintendent or his representative shall have
no authority to inquire into any processes,
including metallurgical, chemical oil, refining,
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ceramic, paper or other industries beyond that
point having a direct bearing on the kind and
source of discharge to the sewers or waterways
or facilities for waste treatment. (Ord. 362 Art.
IX § 1, 1992).

13.10.650 Indemnification against damage 
by town employees.

While performing the necessary work on
private properties referred to in SCEMC
13.10.640, the superintendent or duly autho-
rized employees of the town shall observe all
safety rules applicable to the premises estab-
lished by the company and the company shall
be held harmless for injury or death to the town
employees and the town shall indemnify the
company against loss or damage to its property
by town employees and against liability claims
and demands for personal injury or property
damage asserted against the company and
growing out of the gauging and sampling oper-
ation, except as such may be caused by negli-
gence or failure of the company to maintain
safe conditions as required in SCEMC
13.10.550. (Ord. 362 Art. IX § 2, 1992).

Article X. Penalties

13.10.660 Violation – Notice.
Any person found to be violating any provi-

sion of this chapter except Article VIII shall be
served by the town with written notice stating
the nature of the violation and providing a rea-
sonable time limit for the satisfactory correc-
tion thereof. The offender shall, within the
period of time stated in such notice, perma-
nently cease all violations. (Ord. 362 Art. X §
1, 1992).

13.10.670 Violation – Penalty.
Any person who shall continue any viola-

tion beyond the time limits provided for in
SCEMC 13.10.660, and not provide proof of
correction, shall be guilty of a civil offense and
on conviction thereof shall be fined in the
amount not exceeding $5,000 for each viola-
tion. Each day in which any such violation
occurs shall be deemed a separate offense. In
addition to, or in lieu of, any civil offense the
town may separately assess a fine of $50.00 for

each day a person continues in violation
beyond the time limits in SCEMC 13.10.660.
Such fine shall be assessed as a service charge
against the person’s account. (Ord. 572 § 1,
2017; Ord. 362 Art. X § 2, 1992).

13.10.680 Violation – Termination of 
service.

If a person violates Article IV or VI of this
chapter and does not provide proof of all
required or necessary corrections, the town
may terminate water service for the premises
until such proof is provided. (Ord. 572 § 2,
2017).
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Chapter 13.11

WATER/SEWER 
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

Sections:
13.11.010 Construction standards adopted.
13.11.020 Available where.

13.11.010 Construction standards adopted.
The following standards are hereby adopted

by reference: City of Cle Elum Construction
Standards for the Private Construction of Pub-
lic Facilities dated February, 2002, pages 171
through 172, and as included in and amended,
from time to time, by that City of Cle
Elum/Town of South Cle Elum Comprehen-
sive Water Plan dated December, 2006, and
including Appendices A and B thereto. (Ord.
476 § 1, 2007).

13.11.020 Available where.
Copies of the current Construction Stan-

dards for the Private Construction of Public
Facilities shall be kept at Town Hall and made
available to the public during regular business
hours. (Ord. 476 § 1, 2007).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 13.12.050

13-12.1 (Revised 1/14)

Chapter 13.12

SEWER SYSTEM 
CONNECTION CHARGES

Sections:
13.12.010 Purpose and intent.
13.12.020 Sewer connection fees and charges 

required.
13.12.030 System connection charge.
13.12.040 Capital reimbursement charge.
13.12.050 Schedule of equivalent residential 

units (ERUs).
13.12.060 Responsibility of customer to 

install.
13.12.070 Low-income housing facilities 

schedule of charges.
13.12.080 Collection of sewer charges.

13.12.010 Purpose and intent.
The system of sewer connection charges

and fees established in this section is intended
to accomplish the following purposes:

(1) Establish a charge which brings new
customers into an equity position with current,
long-term customers, regarding the present
value of the interceptor collection system. 

(2) Establish a charge which proportion-
ately allocates the cost of new system treat-
ment capacity to those new customers which
use that capacity.

(3) Establish a schedule of ERUs which
sets the buy-in and new capacity connection
charges on the basis of total strength and vol-
ume of wastewater generated.

(4) Assign the responsibility for installation
of approved new customer hookups to the cus-
tomer, and provide for town inspection and
approval of the work, along with accompany-
ing administrative fee.

(5) Establish modified charges and rates for
low-income housing facilities. (Ord. 434 § 2,
2001).

13.12.020 Sewer connection fees and 
charges required.

As provided in this section, all new sewer
customers shall be required to pay a connec-
tion charge which shall include a system con-

nection charge and a capital reimbursement
charge. (Ord. 434 § 2, 2001).

13.12.030 System connection charge.
All connections to the public sewer shall be

made by a licensed contractor and inspected by
the town superintendent. The fee for connec-
tion to the public sewer is $1,975. (Ord. 452
§ 1, 2004; Ord. 434 § 2, 2001).

13.12.040 Capital reimbursement charge.
The capital reimbursement charge is based

on the cost of providing new treatment capac-
ity. The capital reimbursement charge is set at
$3,938/ERU. (Ord. 533 § 1, 2013; Ord. 459B
§ 1, 2005; Ord. 434 § 2, 2001).

13.12.050 Schedule of equivalent 
residential units (ERUs).

The following list of ERU values shall serve
as the basis for calculating buy-in and new
capacity charges. This list is derived from
Table G2-1, page G2-6, Criteria for Sewage
Works Design, Washington Department of
Ecology.

Single-family residence 1.00 ERU
Townhouse 0.85 ERU
Apartment 0.70 ERU
Motels and hotels 0.40 ERU per unit with 

kitchenette
0.20 ERU per unit 
without kitchenette

Restaurants and bars 0.25 ERU per seat
Shopping center 0.60 ERU per 1,000 

square feet
Church 0.02 ERU per seat
Country club 0.30 ERU per member
Bowling alley 0.45 ERU per lane
Nursing home 1.15 ERU per bed
Home for aged 0.60 ERU per bed
Theater (all types) 0.03 ERU per seat
Swimming pool 0.06 ERU per person 

capacity
Doctor and dentist office 1.40 ERU per chair or 

examining room 
Factories – sanitary use only 0.10 ERU per employee
Grocery store 0.10 ERU per employee
Grocery store 1.30 ERU add-on per 

sink disposal unit
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(Ord. 434 § 2, 2001).

13.12.060 Responsibility of customer to 
install.

The customer shall be responsible for instal-
lation of the sanitary sewer service line from
the property boundary to the town main. This
work shall be done by a licensed and bonded
contractor, subject to town inspection and
acceptance and shall include installation of the
line, street cutting, backfill, compaction, bal-
last, patching and traffic control. (Ord. 434 § 2,
2001).

13.12.070 Low-income housing facilities 
schedule of charges.

For development proposals designed to
serve low-income recipients, with a qualifying
income level at or below 40 percent of the
county median income level, the sewer con-
nection charges for one- and two-bedroom
units shall be as follows:

(Ord. 434 § 2, 2001).

13.12.080 Collection of sewer charges.
All charges for sewer connection and capital

reimbursement shall be collected at the time of
issuance of the building permit. (Ord. 434 § 2,
2001).

Laundromat 0.90 ERU per machine 

Service stations – no service 
bays

0.10 ERU per pumping 
station

Service stations – with service 
bays

1.05 ERU add-on per 
service bay

Service stations – with wash 
bays

0.35 ERU add-on per 
car wash bay 

Service stations – with wash 
bays

0.60 ERU add-on per 
truck wash bay

By custom facility (not fitting into any above type of 
facility):

Washing machine 0.20 ERU per machine 
(3 or more, use 0.90 
ERU)

Dishwasher 0.03 ERU (home style – 
less than 2 machines) 

Bathtub 0.10 ERU per tub

Garbage disposal 1.30 ERU per sink add-
on

Shower 0.15 ERU per 
showerhead

Washbasin 0.01 ERU per sink

Water closet (toilet) 0.03 ERU per toilet

Note: The minimum ERU value, for purposes of deter-
mining connection charges and fees, shall be one ERU.

Connection
Capital 
Reimb. Total

1-bedroom: $975.00 $1,606.50 $2,581.50

2-bedroom: 975.00 1,701.00 2,676.00
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Chapter 13.15

CROSS-CONNECTIONS

Sections:
13.15.010 Definitions.
13.15.020 Cross-connections regulated.
13.15.030 Back flow prevention device 

requirement.
13.15.040 Back flow prevention device 

installation requirements.
13.15.050 Annual testing and repairs.
13.15.060 Variances.
13.15.070 Cost of compliance.
13.15.080 Termination of service.
13.15.090 Collection of unpaid expenses.

13.15.010 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the follow-

ing words or phrases have the meaning set
forth herein, unless the context indicates other-
wise:

(1) “Approved back flow prevention
device” means a device to counteract back
pressures or to prevent back siphonage. This
device must appear on the list of approved
devices issued by the Washington State
Department of Health.

(2) “Back flow” means the flow in the
direction opposite to the normal flow or the
introduction of any foreign liquids, gases or
substances into the water system of the town.

(3) “Cross-connection” means any physical
arrangement where a public water system is
connected, directly or indirectly, with any
other nondrinkable water system or auxiliary
system, sewer, drain conduit, swimming pool,
storage reservoir, plumbing fixture, swamp
coolers or any other device which contains, or
may contain, contaminated water, sewage or
other liquid of unknown or unsafe quality
which may be capable of imparting contami-
nation to the public water system as a result of
back flow. Bypass arrangements, jumper con-
nections, removable sections, swivel, or
changeover devices or other temporary or per-
manent devices through which, or because of
which, back flow may occur, are considered to
be cross-connections. (Ord. 391 § 1, 1997).

13.15.020 Cross-connections regulated.
No cross-connections shall be created,

installed, used or maintained within the town’s
water system or any public or private premises
within the territory served by the town of
South Cle Elum, except in accordance with
these provisions. (Ord. 391 § 2, 1997).

13.15.030 Back flow prevention device 
requirement.

Approved back flow prevention devices
shall be installed at the expense of the user,
either at the service connection or within the
premises, as determined by a certified cross-
connection inspector employed by the town in
each of the following circumstances:

(1) If the nature and extent of any activity
on the premises, or the materials used in con-
nection with any activity of the premises, or
materials stored on the premises, could con-
taminate or pollute the drinking water supply;

(2) On premises having any one or more
cross-connections as that term is defined;

(3) Internal cross-connections that are not
correctable, or intricate plumbing arrange-
ments which make it impractical to ascertain
whether or not cross-connections exist;

(4) A repeated history of cross-connections
being established or reestablished;

(5) Unduly restricted entry so that inspec-
tions for cross-connections cannot be made
with sufficient frequency or with sufficient
notice to assure that cross-connections do not
exist;

(6) Materials of a toxic or hazardous nature
being used such that, if back siphonage should
occur, a health hazard could result;

(7) Any mobile apparatus which uses the
town’s system or water from any premises
within the town;

(8) On any premises where installation of
an approved back flow prevention device is
deemed to be necessary to accomplish the pur-
pose of these regulations in the judgment of a
certified cross-connection specialist employed
by the town;

(9) On any premises where an appropriate
cross-connection report form has not been
filed with the town. (Ord. 391 § 3, 1997).
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13.15.040 Back flow prevention device 
installation requirements.

To ensure proper operation and accessibility
of all back flow prevention devices, the fol-
lowing requirements shall apply to the installa-
tion of these devices:

(1) No part of the back flow prevention
device shall be submerged in water or installed
in a location subject to flooding. If installed in
a vault or basement, adequate drainage shall be
provided.

(2) Devices must be installed at the point of
delivery of the water supply before any branch
in the line, on property located just inside of
the property line. Alternate location must be
approved in writing by the town prior to instal-
lation.

(3) The device must be protected from
freezing and other severe weather conditions.

(4) All back flow prevention device assem-
blies shall be of a type and model approved (or
incorporated by reference as a standard) by the
Washington State Department of Health and
the town.

(5) Only devices specifically approved by
the Washington State Department of Health
for vertical installation may be installed verti-
cally.

(6) The device shall be readily accessible
with adequate room for maintenance and test-
ing. Devices two inches and smaller shall have
at least six inches clearance on all sides of the
device. All devices larger than two inches shall
have a minimum clearance of 12 inches on the
back side, 24 inches on the test cock side, 12
inches below the device and 36 inches above
the device.

(7) The property owner assumes all respon-
sibility for all maintenance and annual testing
the device.

(8) If written permission is granted to
install the back flow prevention device inside
of the building, the device shall be readily
accessible during regular working hours of
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. (Ord. 391 § 4, 1997).

13.15.050 Annual testing and repairs.
All back flow prevention devices installed

within the area served by the town water sys-
tem shall be tested immediately upon installa-
tion and annually thereafter by a state certified
tester. Results of all testing shall be supplied in
writing to the town. All such devices found not
functioning properly shall be promptly
repaired or replaced by the water user. If any
such device is not promptly repaired or
replaced, the town may deny or discontinue
water to the premises. All testing, inspection
and repairs are the financial responsibility of
the water user. (Ord. 391 § 5, 1997).

13.15.060 Variances.
Any variance from these requirements must

be requested in writing and approved in writ-
ing by the town prior to the installation of any
such device or variance from the requirements
set forth herein. (Ord. 391 § 6, 1997).

13.15.070 Cost of compliance.
All costs associated with purchase, installa-

tion, inspections, testing, replacements, main-
tenance, parts and repairs of the back flow
prevention device are the financial responsibil-
ity of the water user. (Ord. 391 § 7, 1997).

13.15.080 Termination of service.
Failure on the part of any customer to dis-

continue the use of all cross-connections and
to physically separate cross-connections is suf-
ficient cause for the immediate discontinuance
of public water service to the premises. (Ord.
391 § 8, 1997).

13.15.090 Collection of unpaid expenses.
Unpaid expenses shall be collected by the

town clerk-treasurer in the same manner as on
unpaid utility bills, waiving the imposition and
foreclosure of liens for nonpayment. (Ord. 391
§ 9, 1997).
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Chapter 13.20

WATER SUPPLY

Sections:
13.20.010 Watershed limits defined.
13.20.020 Water supply system defined.
13.20.030 Trespass prohibited.
13.20.040 Pollution prohibited, and declared 

to be a nuisance.
13.20.050 Penalties.

13.20.010 Watershed limits defined.
The watershed of the town of South Cle

Elum is hereby defined in limits to include the
following:

Those parts of the East Half (E 1/2) of
the East Half (E 1/2) of the Southwest
Quarter (SW 1/4) of the Northeast
Quarter (NE 1/4), the West Half (W
1/2) of the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4)
of the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4), and
the West Half (W 1/2) of the East Half
(E 1/2) of the Southeast Quarter (SE
1/4) of the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4),
all in Section Five (5), Township Nine-
teen (19) North, Range Fifteen (15)
East of the Willamette Meridian, in Kit-
titas County, State of Washington, ly-
ing northerly of the northerly right of
way line of the main canal of the Kitti-
tas Irrigation District, Yakima Recla-
mation Project. 

(Ord. 168 § 1, 1958).

13.20.020 Water supply system defined.
The water supply system of the town of

South Cle Elum is hereby defined in limits to
include the following: The watershed of said
town; also, the water tank and chlorinator
house and the land surrounding the same, con-
sisting of a circular parcel of land, 100 feet in
diameter, whose center is located as follows: 

Starting at the center of Section Thirty
four (34), Township Twenty (20) North,
Range Fifteen (15) E.W.M., in Kittitas
County, Washington; thence south

along the North-South 1/4th line of said
Section 34 a distance of 330 feet to the
south corporate limits of the Town of
South Cle Elum, Washington; thence
south 89°55′ east along said south cor-
porate line a distance of 639.01 feet;
thence north, and parallel to the afore-
said North-South 1/4th line, a distance
of 189.17 feet to a point which is the
center of the said circular parcel of
land, whose diameter is 100 feet. Also,
the water supply pipeline running from
the said watershed to said water tank,
thence to the south corporate limits of
the town of South Cle Elum. 

(Ord. 168 § 2, 1958).

13.20.030 Trespass prohibited.
No person except a duly authorized officer,

councilman or employee of the town of South
Cle Elum shall enter in or upon the watershed
and water supply system of the town, as herein
defined, nor meddle, tamper with or change any
part or parts of the water supply collection sys-
tem, water supply line, chlorination system or
water tank of the town, and any such meddling,
tampering or changing is hereby declared to be
a misdemeanor. (Ord. 168 § 3, 1958).

13.20.040 Pollution prohibited, and 
declared to be a nuisance.

The water collected in the water system of
the town of South Cle Elum is to be used for
drinking purposes, as well as other purposes.
No person shall deposit or suffer to be depos-
ited in or near any of the waters in the water-
shed or water supply system of the town, or in
or on the watershed or water supply system as
hereinabove defined, any matter or thing dan-
gerous or deleterious to health, or any matter
or thing which may or could corrupt, pollute,
or impair the quality of the water or water sys-
tem; and any such action, or the conduct of any
business or occupation, or the allowing of any
condition in or upon or sufficiently near the
watershed or water supply system of the town,
so that such water would be or could be pol-
luted or rendered impure, is prohibited and
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declared to be unlawful, and is declared to con-
stitute a nuisance, and may be abated. (Ord.
168 § 4, 1958).

13.20.050 Penalties.
Any person convicted of violating this chap-

ter may be fined in any sum not exceeding
$100.00 or imprisoned for not to exceed 30
days, or both so fined and imprisoned, for each
violation hereof. (Ord. 168 § 5, 1958).

Chapter 13.25

ELECTRICITY

Sections:
13.25.010 Deposit required.
13.25.020 Connection charge.
13.25.030 Return of deposit.
13.25.040 Deposit refund – Notice.

13.25.010 Deposit required.
Every person purchasing electric power

from the town of South Cle Elum shall be
required to deposit $10.00 as a guarantee
before his meter shall be connected. (Ord. 131
§ 1, 1953).

13.25.020 Connection charge.
The light clerk shall collect said $10.00 plus

a connection charge of $1.00 before connect-
ing any meter. (Ord. 131 § 2, 1953).

13.25.030 Return of deposit.
The deposit or that part of it required to

cover any money due the town shall be
retained when the service is discontinued. The
user will be repaid the $10.00 if his electric bill
is paid in full. The $1.00 connection fee will
not be returned. (Ord. 131 § 3, 1953).

13.25.040 Deposit refund – Notice.
The refund of the deposit, or that part of it

which is due, will be made by the clerk-trea-
surer upon proper notice by the light clerk.
(Ord. 131 § 4, 1953).
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Chapter 13.30

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, CABLE, 
RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMITS

Sections:
13.30.010 Definitions.
13.30.020 Objectives.
13.30.030 Permission required – General 

permit, use permit.
13.30.040 Master permit application – 

Contents.
13.30.050 Permit procedures.
13.30.060 Use permit, expedited 

consideration.
13.30.070 Use permit, advance notice, 

restrictions on denials.
13.30.080 Conditions of occupancy or use of 

the right-of-way.
13.30.090 Exemption, preemption.
13.30.100 State law provisions.
13.30.110 Restriction on moratoria.
13.30.120 Relocation.
13.30.130 Facilities for town use.
13.30.140 Fees and charges.
13.30.150 Authority of administering officer.
13.30.160 Appeals.
13.30.170 Users, occupants other than service 

providers.

13.30.010 Definitions.
The definitions in this section apply

throughout this chapter unless otherwise stated
or the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) “Town” means the town of South Cle
Elum and its legal successors.

(2) “Administering officer” means the
mayor or mayor’s designee [cross reference –
SCEMC 13.30.150].

(3) “Cable television service” means the
one-way transmission to subscribers of video
programming and other programming service
and subscriber interaction, if any, that is
required for the selection or use of the video
programming or other programming service.

(4) “Facilities” of a service provider means
all of the plant, equipment, fixtures, appurte-
nances, antennas, and other facilities necessary
to furnish and deliver telecommunications ser-
vices and cable television services, including

but not limited to poles with crossarms, poles
without crossarms, wires, lines, conduits,
cables, communication and signal lines and
equipment, braces, anchors, vaults, and all
attachments, appurtenances, and appliances
necessary or incidental to the distribution and
use of telecommunications services and cable
television services.

(5) “Municipal infrastructure” means any
municipal physical plant or facilities located in
or near the right-of-way or areas reserved for
public travel, municipal utilities, or other
municipal needs, including, without limitation,
public paving, streets, sidewalks and curbing,
roadwork and road bed, and any other public
construction in the vicinity, whether originally
put in by the town or accepted for municipal
management after initial construction by
another; municipal street lighting facilities,
municipal communications facilities, munici-
pal water and sewer facilities, and skywalks;
and street trees, plants, shrubs, lawn, and orna-
mental or beautification installations, where
owned by the town.

(6) “Permit” refers to a grant of municipal
permission or authority to an applicant for use
of the right-of-way to locate facilities and per-
form related activities therein. This chapter
identifies two levels of permits: a master per-
mit and a use permit.

(a) A “master permit” confers general
permission to enter, use, and occupy the right-
of-way to locate facilities. A master permit
may be granted in the form of a negotiated
franchise and may include additional terms
and conditions. A master permit does not
include a cable franchise, which is issued pur-
suant to applicable local, state and federal law.

(b) A “use permit” conveys more lim-
ited permission to enter and use a specified
area or location in the right-of-way for a spe-
cific purpose such as installing, maintaining,
repairing, or removing identified facilities.

(7) “Personal wireless services” means
commercial mobile services, unlicensed wire-
less services, and common carrier wireless
exchange access services, as defined by fed-
eral laws and regulations.
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(8) “Right-of-way” means land acquired by
or dedicated to the town for public roads and
streets, and such areas as may be otherwise
permitted by the town or subject to municipal
jurisdiction or control in the traditional sense
of the public right-of-way or related utility
easement areas, but does not include:

(a) State highways;
(b) Structures, including poles and con-

duits, located within the right-of-way;
(c) Federally granted trust lands or for-

est board trust lands;
(d) Federally granted railroad rights-of-

way acquired under 43 U.S.C. Section 912 and
related provisions of federal law that are not
open for motor vehicle use;

(e) Municipal assets, property, pre-
mises, or buildings the town holds in a propri-
etary capacity. Use of or access to such assets
must be addressed by separate arrangement.

(9) “Service provider” means every corpo-
ration, company, association, joint stock asso-
ciation, firm, partnership, person, city, or town
owning, operating, or managing any facilities
used to provide and providing telecommunica-
tions service or cable television service for
hire, sale, or resale to the general public. “Ser-
vice provider” includes the legal successor to
any such corporation, company, association,
joint stock association, firm, partnership, per-
son, city, or town.

(10) “Telecommunications service” means
the transmission of information by wire, radio,
optical cable, electromagnetic, or other similar
means for hire, sale, or resale to the general
public. For the purpose of this subsection,
“information” means knowledge or intelli-
gence represented by any form of writing,
signs, signals, pictures, sounds, or any other
symbols. For the purpose of this chapter, tele-
communications service excludes the over-
the-air transmission of broadcast television or
broadcast radio signals [cross reference – Ch.
83, Laws of 2000, Section 1 (part)]. (Ord. 430
§ 1, 2001).

13.30.020 Objectives.
(1) The objectives of this chapter are:

(a) To protect the general public health
and safety;

(b) To preserve and maintain the pri-
mary purpose of the right-of-way as a means of
public travel and emergency vehicle access;

(c) To respond to requirements estab-
lished by federal or state laws, particularly as
relating to service providers and reflected in
Chapter 83, Laws of 2000 State Legislature;

(d) To preserve the value of the public
investment in the right-of-way and useful life
of street, curbing, and sidewalk paving, and
maintain the integrity and quality of the pav-
ing;

(e) To preserve the value of the right-of-
way to support municipal infrastructure needs
as a priority use, and the value of municipal
infrastructure investment; and

(f) To promote the public convenience
and aesthetics.

(2) The first two objectives are of primary
importance. The objectives govern questions
of interpretation and enforcement. Notwith-
standing any other provision, nothing done
relating to this chapter is intended to create or
expand any specific municipal duty or liability
to any particular person or group or otherwise
create or expand municipal tort liability for
any purpose. This section shall control all oth-
ers in the event of conflict or ambiguity. (Ord.
430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.030 Permission required – General 
permit, use permit.

(1) A service provider must obtain a master
permit to enter, use and occupy the right-of-
way to locate facilities therein. If this require-
ment is preempted by state law because of a
preexisting state-wide grant, it applies as a
request, but no municipal action or inaction
may be regarded as a waiver of any provisions
of this chapter.

(2) Parties installing secondary facilities in
or on existing facilities must accept all town
conditions on the existing as well as secondary
facilities. Providers of cable television ser-
vices for hire need not obtain a master permit
to provide such service where a cable franchise
has been granted under federal or other law
[cross reference – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Sec-
tion 3(1) (part)].
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(3) The approving authority for a master
permit is the town council by ordinance,
except master permits five years or less in
duration or for limited areas may be granted by
council resolution on recommendation of the
administering officer. In addition, the adminis-
tering officer may grant a temporary master
permit, up to 90 days, renewable once for up to
an additional 90 days. The administering
officer may grant revocable permission for
incidental or temporary uses of the right-of-
way not involving permanent installations or
for other minor purposes, but the provisions in
SCEMC 13.30.080 apply, except insurance
requirements may be adjusted on recommen-
dation of the town risk management advisor.

(4) In addition to a master permit, a service
provider must obtain permission to enter and
use a specified right-of-way area to install,
maintain, repair or remove identified facilities
by means of a use permit. Utilities or agencies
of the town of South Cle Elum are exempt
from master permit or use permit require-
ments, but the administering officer may spec-
ify conditions of right-of-way use or occu-
pancy, including the condition that town
departments coordinate work in the right-of-
way by giving appropriate notice to the munic-
ipal office issuing use permits. (Ord. 430 § 1,
2001).

13.30.040 Master permit application – 
Contents.

(1) To obtain a master permit, a written
application is filed with the administering
officer, in such form as may be required by
said official. General information requested
may include, but is not limited to:

(a) Applicant’s true name, address, tele-
phone, fax, and e-mail, together with an iden-
tification of the true ownership of the
applicant, including the names and addresses
of all persons with 10 percent or more owner-
ship interest therein. For a corporation or other
business organization, the state of incorpora-
tion or organization, the name and address of
the corporation or organization’s registered
agent, and a certificate of incorporation or
other proof of legal status should be included;

(b) A statement of whether the appli-
cant, or any entity controlling the applicant,
has voluntarily filed for relief under any provi-
sion of the bankruptcy laws of the United
States, Title 11 of the United States Code; had
an involuntary petition against it pursuant to
the Bankruptcy Code; or been the subject of
any state law insolvency proceeding such as a
transfer for the benefit of creditors;

(c) A statement of whether the applicant
or any entity controlling the applicant has had
a master permit, franchise, or similar right-of-
way use or occupancy permission ever sus-
pended or revoked in any other jurisdiction;

(d) A statement of whether the applicant
or any entity controlling the applicant has been
found guilty, by any federal, state or municipal
court or administrative agency in the United
States of:

(i) A violation of a security, antitrust
or tax laws; or

(ii) A felony or any other crime
involving fraud or theft. If so, the application
shall identify any such person and fully
explain the circumstances;

(e) A demonstration of the applicant’s
technical, legal and financial ability to con-
struct and operate the proposed telecommuni-
cations services facility;

(f) A description of the physical facility
proposed, including capacity, the area to be
served, a description of technical characteris-
tics, and a map of the proposed system service
area and distribution scheme;

(g) A description of how any construc-
tion will be implemented, identification of
areas having above ground or below ground
facilities, the proposed construction schedule,
and a description (if applicable) of how service
will be converted from any existing facility to
a new facility. The construction plan shall be
coordinated with the town water, sewer, street,
and other improvement plans and municipal
infrastructure needs;

(h) A description of the services to be
provided over the system;

(i) The proposed rates to be charged,
including rates for each service offered to the
public, as appropriate, and charges for installa-
tion, equipment, and other services, and
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whether such rates are subject to regulatory
tariff or other rate regulation requirements
from any other jurisdictional agency;

(j) A demonstration and assurance that
the proposal is designed to be consistent with
all federal and state requirements;

(k) In the case of an application by an
existing service provider for a renewal, a dem-
onstration and assurance that said service pro-
vider has complied with all terms of the
existing master permit or franchise and with
applicable law;

(l) Other information that the adminis-
tering officer may reasonably request of the
applicant;

(m) The signature, under penalty of per-
jury, by the applicant or duly authorized agent
thereof, certifying, in a form acceptable to the
town, the truth and accuracy of the information
contained in the application and acknowledg-
ing the enforceability of this chapter; and

(n) Payment of a $2,000 application fee.
(2) Requests for confidentiality will be nar-

rowly construed within the confines of state
law. (Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.050 Permit procedures.
(1) Master Permits.

(a) Upon receipt of an application and
application fee, the administering officer shall
notify the applicant of any additional adminis-
trative costs, fees or expenses reasonably
expected to be incurred as a result of process-
ing the application, including costs of publica-
tion as may be required by state or local law.
An applicant must deposit such estimated
costs within 10 days of notification as a condi-
tion of further consideration of an application.
Any unexpended monies after the application
process shall be refunded within 30 days of
completion of the application process. Addi-
tional costs billed by the administering officer
shall be paid within 30 days of billing. If an
applicant fails to file a completed application,
furnish other requested information, or pay
required amounts, the administering officer
shall cancel the application process, and no
refund of the application fee will be made.

(b) Within 90 days of the filing of a
complete application, the administering officer

shall negotiate a master permit with the appli-
cant or make the determination that it should
be denied. If the parties cannot agree on the
terms of the master permit or the administering
officer determines it should otherwise be
denied, said official shall create a written
record, supported by substantial evidence, to
explain the reasons why the master permit is
recommended for denial. If the administering
officer approves the application, the master
permit shall be forwarded for final approval by
the town council. The town council shall take
final action on the recommendation of the
administering officer within 120 days of the
date the applicant filed a complete application.

(c) The administering officer may
require the service provider to attend and par-
ticipate in any hearing or other fact finding
process to determine whether to grant the per-
mit; provided, that extensions of time for the
hearing and final action by the town beyond
120 days of the date the applicant filed a com-
plete application may require the applicant’s
consent unless legislative approval of the town
council cannot reasonably be obtained within
such period. In such event, the administering
officer shall notify the applicant of the time
needed to obtain final action.

(d) In the event time otherwise expires,
the administering officer may also act by
granting a temporary master permit, upon con-
ditions as may be specified by said official,
pending further proceedings.

(e) A service provider adversely
affected by a final action denying a master per-
mit, or by an unreasonable failure to act on a
master permit application in accordance with
this section, may commence an action within
30 days to seek relief in a court of competent
jurisdiction, which shall be limited to injunc-
tive relief. Venue of such a proceeding shall be
in Kittitas County. Upon timely appeal, the
administering officer shall certify the record
and deliver the same to the court where filed.
Said official may require a deposit of funds by
the appealing party in an amount estimated
necessary to prepare the record as a condition
of certifying the record [cross reference – Ch.
83, Laws of 2000, Section 3(1)(b) (part)].
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(2) Use Permits.
(a) The town must act upon a request for

a use permit made within the scope of this
chapter within 30 days of receipt of a com-
pleted application and a $100.00 application
fee by the official designated to issue such per-
mits, unless a service provider consents to a
different time period or the service provider
has not obtained a master permit or franchise
from the town. A use permit may not be denied
to a service provider with an existing state-
wide grant to occupy the right-of-way for
wireline facilities on the basis of failure to
obtain a master permit.

(b) When applying for a use permit, the
applicant shall provide, in its application, the
following:

(i) A demonstration of the applicant’s
technical, legal and financial ability to con-
struct and operate the proposed telecommuni-
cations services facility;

(ii) A description of the physical
facility proposed, including capacity, the area
to be served, a description of technical charac-
teristics, and a map of the proposed system ser-
vice area and distribution scheme;

(iii) A description of how any con-
struction will be implemented, identification
of areas having above ground or below ground
facilities, the proposed construction schedule,
and a description (if applicable) of how service
will be converted from any existing facility to
a new facility. The construction plan shall be
coordinated with the town water, sewer, street,
and other improvement plans and municipal
infrastructure needs;

(c) For purposes of this section, “act”
means that the town makes the decision to
grant, condition, or deny the use permit, or
notifies the applicant in writing of the amount
of time that will be required to make the deci-
sion and the reasons for the required time
period.

(d) A service provider adversely
affected by a final action denying a use permit
may commence an action within 30 days in a
court of competent jurisdiction to seek relief,
which shall be limited to injunctive relief. In
any appeal of the final action denying a use

permit, the standard for review and burden of
proof shall be as set forth in RCW 36.70C.130.

(3) In addition to any other applicable rea-
sons, a master or use permit for placement of
facilities of personal wireless services may
further be denied consistent with the provi-
sions of RCW 35.21.860(1)(e) [cross reference
– Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Section 8]. (Ord. 430
§ 1, 2001).

13.30.060 Use permit, expedited 
consideration.

Where a service provider does not have a
master permit containing procedures to expe-
dite use permit approvals and the service pro-
vider requires action in fewer than 30 days, the
service provider shall advise the administering
officer in writing of the reasons why a short-
ened time period is necessary and the time
period within which action by the town is
requested. The town shall reasonably cooper-
ate to meet the request where practicable
[cross reference – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Sec-
tion 3(2)(c)]. (Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.070 Use permit, advance notice, 
restrictions on denials.

(1) In order to facilitate the scheduling and
coordination of work in the right-of-way, the
administering officer shall provide as much
advance notice, as is reasonable, of plans to
open the right-of-way to those service provid-
ers who are current users of the right-of-way or
who have filed notice with the town clerk
within the past 12 months of their intent to
place facilities in the town. This obligation
may be satisfied by listing such projects in the
Upper Kittitas County Tribune, which is the
newspaper of general circulation in Upper Kit-
titas County, or any other reasonable means as
ordered by the administering officer, including
posting notice at Town Hall.

(2) Service providers are responsible for
subscribing to the Upper Kittitas County Tri-
bune at their expense and are further responsi-
ble for contacting Town Hall for notices
relating to this chapter. Service providers are
further responsible to maintain on file with the
administering officer, the name of a current
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contact person and that individual’s address,
telephone number, fax number and e-mail
address.

(3) The town is not liable for damages for
failure to provide notice under this section.
Where the town has failed to provide notice of
plans to open the right-of-way to a service pro-
vider consistent with this section, a use permit
to such service provider may not be denied on
the basis that the service provider failed to
coordinate with another project [cross refer-
ence – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Section 3(5)].
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.080 Conditions of occupancy or use 
of the right-of-way.

The following requirements apply as mini-
mum conditions of installing, locating, using,
maintaining, abandoning or removing facili-
ties in the right-of-way or other permitted
areas. They are also a basis of negotiation of
any franchise or master permit. Service pro-
viders or others must accept the following
requirements, so long as any use or occupancy
continues and regardless of whether a master
or use permit or franchise has been issued,
revoked or expired:

(1) Service providers must comply with all
applicable federal, state, and local laws and
ordinances relating to operations in the town of
South Cle Elum, including safety laws and
standards, as well as policies and standards of
the town, construction codes, regulations, and
orders of the administering officer, compli-
ance therewith being subject to audit or verifi-
cation by the town at the parties’ expense.

(2) Service providers must obtain all per-
mits required by the town for the installation,
maintenance, repair, or removal of facilities in
the right-of-way and pay all permit and filing
fees, costs, charges and penalties within 30
days of billing or as otherwise specified by the
administering officer.

(3) Compliance with the policies of this
chapter.

(4) Service providers must cooperate with
the town in ensuring that facilities are
installed, maintained, repaired, and removed
within the right-of-way in such a manner and

at such points so as not to inconvenience the
public use of the right-of-way or to adversely
affect the public health, safety, and welfare.

(5) Service providers must provide infor-
mation and plans as reasonably necessary to
enable the town to comply with and enforce
this chapter, including, when notified by the
town directly, through the Upper Kittitas
County Tribune or any other means, the provi-
sion of advance planning information pursuant
to the procedures established by the adminis-
tering officer, and keep the administering
officer fully informed of any changes to infor-
mation required to be supplied with any master
permit or franchise or any use permit.

(6) Service providers must provide advance
notice of long and short range needs for access
to the right-of-way as may be ordered by the
administering officer, and otherwise, as much
advance notice as reasonable in order to facili-
tate the scheduling and coordination of work in
the right-of-way.

(7) Service providers must obtain the writ-
ten approval of the facility or structure owner,
if the service provider does not own it, prior to
attaching to or otherwise using a facility or
structure in the right-of-way, and construct,
install, operate, and maintain their facilities at
their sole expense and liability except as other-
wise provided by law or agreement.

(8) Execution of an indemnification agree-
ment providing that the town must not be
exposed to risks, claims, or costs because of a
service provider, its successor, assignee or
other’s use or occupancy of the right-of-way or
related areas for the location or use of facili-
ties. Such agreement must provide that the ser-
vice providers fully indemnify and hold the
town, its officers, agents and employees,
harmless from all loss or liability in connection
with their use or occupancy of such areas.
Operations in or near the right-of-way should
be conducted to minimize or avoid hazard to
the public or to prevent interference with the
priority of municipal infrastructure needs. Said
parties must further pay for loss or damage to
municipal assets or injury to municipal person-
nel, and waive any second party claims from
the user or occupant. If the town nonetheless is
exposed to risk or loss, the service provider,
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successor, assignee or other will protect and
defend the town to the maximum extent per-
mitted by law. Minimum insurance require-
ments are $500,000 per occurrence and
$1,000,000 aggregate, with the town of South
Cle Elum as an additional named insured, or as
ordered by the administering officer.

(9) The town is not responsible for con-
struction or operation of service provider’s
facilities and has no duty to modify the right-
of-way to accommodate such facilities. Per-
mitted areas are accepted for use “as is”, and
must be accepted along with any risks now or
hereafter arising because of lack of municipal
resources to maintain the right-of-way in its
current or better condition; loss or liability
arising from acts or omissions of other users,
occupants or the public, unstable earth or road-
bed, natural or artificial conditions rendering
the right-of-way unsuitable for use for facili-
ties placed; or any other problem. There are no
express or implied assurances of suitability of
any area for placement of the service pro-
vider’s facilities.

(10) There is no warranty of any municipal
title or interest to confer permission to use or
access any area. Permission is in the nature of
a quitclaim authorization, subject to any other
underlying interests as may be established.
The town further reserves the right to vacate or
abandon as allowed by law any permitted area
at no cost or liability to the town. Except and
unless shown to be otherwise required by a
preemptive right, municipal infrastructure
needs have first priority in all cases.

(11) There is no duty or liability of the town
to any third-party user of a permittee’s facili-
ties in the right-of-way, or to any direct or indi-
rect customers or third-party beneficiaries of a
permitted user, and the town expressly dis-
claims any such duty or responsibility. Parties
using or occupying the right-of-way must
accept sole responsibility for claims of their
direct or indirect third-party users, customers
or third-party beneficiaries.

(12) Nothing in this chapter limits or
restricts any requirement, duty or obligation
heretofore arising to the benefit of the town as
a result of any municipal contract, permit, or
franchise, but such provisions are supplemen-

tal and in addition to this chapter. The provi-
sions of this chapter are supplemental and in
addition to other applicable municipal ordi-
nances, standards, and requirements. Nothing
in this chapter impairs any obligation of con-
tract in violation of the constitution of the state
of Washington or the United States.

(13) Any damage or disturbance to the
right-of-way or surrounding areas caused by
the activities of a service provider must be
promptly restored thereby, and any patch must
be thereafter maintained by the responsible
party until the area is repaved. The administer-
ing officer may require the responsible party to
repave an entire lane within a cut or disturbed
location if deemed affected as a result of the
service provider’s activity; provided, however,
that this does not create any right of the town
to receive recompense for degradation of the
useful life of said right-of-way. Common
trenching and coordination of access needs by
the user is required to avoid unnecessary cuts
or damage to the right-of-way.

(14) Access may be limited by the adminis-
tering officer at a specific location, consider-
ing the policies of this chapter, where there is
inadequate space or other special limitations in
an area. Minimum underground vertical sepa-
ration is two feet and minimum underground
horizontal separation is five feet from town
water and sewer facilities and 10 feet horizon-
tal and vertical separation from above ground
town water and sewer facilities.

(15) Any assignment of use or occupancy
privileges requires consent of the town in the
same manner as right of use or occupancy orig-
inally granted, excepting minor stock transfers
[cross references – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Sec-
tions 3(6) (part) and Section 9]. (Ord. 430 § 1,
2001).

13.30.090 Exemption, preemption.
Any service provider or other party assert-

ing a claim for preemption or exemption from
a requirement of this chapter, permit, fran-
chise, or order shall first present the same to
the administering officer, with any supporting
factual and/or legal arguments. The adminis-
tering officer shall render a decision thereon
within 30 days of receipt of written assertion of
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preemption or exemption. Said decision shall
be made in consultation with the town’s legal
staff, and appealable to the full council for
review de novo. The intent of this provision is
to provide a quick and efficient means of
understanding and resolving problems arising
with respect to any permit or use or occupancy
of the right-of-way, consistent with the objec-
tives of this chapter and other applicable laws.
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.100 State law provisions.
(1) This section recites certain restrictions

on municipal authority from Chapter 35.99
RCW, as amended from time to time. For com-
plete text, the reader is referred to Chapter
35.99 RCW, which provides, inter alia, restric-
tions (which do not apply to preexisting fran-
chises or permits) that the town may not adopt
or enforce regulations specifically relating to
the use of the right-of-way which:

(a) Impose requirements that regulate
the services or business operations of the ser-
vice provider, except where otherwise autho-
rized in state or federal law;

(b) Conflict with federal or state laws,
rules, or regulations that specifically apply to
the design, construction, and operation of
facilities or with federal or state worker safety
or public safety laws, rules, or regulations;

(c) Regulate the services provided based
upon the content or kind of signals that are car-
ried or are capable of being carried over the
facilities, except where otherwise authorized
in state or federal law; or

(d) Unreasonably deny the use of the
right-of-way by a service provider for install-
ing, maintaining, repairing, or removing facil-
ities for telecommunications services or cable
television services.

(2) In addition, RCW 35.99.040(2), as
amended from time to time, preserves certain
areas of municipal authority. Consistent there-
with, nothing in this chapter limits the author-
ity of the town or its officials to regulate the
placement of facilities through its local zoning
or police power, if the regulations do not oth-
erwise:

(a) Prohibit the placement of all wireless
or of all wireline facilities within the town;

(b) Prohibit the placement of all wire-
less or of all wireline facilities within town
rights-of-way; or

(c) Violate Section 253 of the Telecom-
munications Act of 1996, P.L.104-104 (110
Stat. 56).

(3) This section does not amend, limit,
repeal, or otherwise modify the authority of the
town to regulate cable television services pur-
suant to federal law [cross reference – Ch. 83,
Laws of 2000, Section 4]. (Ord. 430 § 1,
2001).

13.30.110 Restriction on moratoria.
(1) To the extent required by state law, the

town shall not place or extend a moratorium on
the acceptance and processing of applications,
permitting, construction, maintenance, repair,
replacement, extension, operation, or use of
any facilities for personal wireless services,
except as consistent with the guidelines for
facilities siting implementation, as agreed to
on August 5, 1998, by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission’s Local and State Gov-
ernment Advisory Committee, the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry Association, the
Personal Communications Industry Associa-
tion, and the American Mobile Telecommuni-
cations Association.

(2) Should such a moratorium be imple-
mented, the administering officer shall, on
receipt of a written request of a service pro-
vider impacted by the moratorium, participate
with the service provider in the informal dis-
pute resolution process included with the
guidelines for facilities siting implementation.
Any costs of municipal participation shall be
payable to the town in advance by the service
provider [cross reference – Ch. 83, Laws of
2000, Section 5; SCEMC 13.30.080(14)].
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.120 Relocation.
(1) The administering officer may require

service providers to relocate authorized facili-
ties within the right-of-way when reasonably
necessary for construction, alteration, repair,
or improvement of the right-of-way for pur-
poses of public welfare, health, or safety.
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(2) The administering officer shall coordi-
nate with town planning and development per-
sonnel to ensure that relocation costs of
authorized facilities within the right-of-way
made necessary exclusively for private bene-
fit, including but not limited to private devel-
opment activities, are reimbursed exclusively
by the proponent of the private activity neces-
sitating the relocation.

(3) The administering officer shall notify
service providers as soon as practicable of the
need for relocation and shall specify the date
by which relocation shall be completed. Notice
may be given by posting the same at Town
Hall, publication in the Upper Kittitas County
Tribune, or any other means reasonably calcu-
lated to impart notice. In calculating the date
that relocation must be completed, the admin-
istering officer shall consult with affected ser-
vice providers and consider the extent of
facilities to be relocated, the service require-
ments, and the construction sequence for the
relocation, within the town’s overall project
construction sequence and constraints, to
safely complete the relocation.

(4) Service providers shall complete the
relocation by the date specified, unless the
administering officer, or a reviewing court,
establishes a later date for completion, after a
showing by the service provider that the relo-
cation cannot be completed by the date speci-
fied using best efforts and meeting safety and
service requirements.

(5) Service providers may not seek reim-
bursement for their relocation expenses from
the town requesting relocation under subsec-
tion (1) of this section except:

(a) Where the service provider had paid
for the relocation cost of the same facilities at
the request of the town within the past five
years, the service provider’s share of the cost
of relocation will be paid by the town when it
is requesting the relocation;

(b) Where aerial to underground reloca-
tion of authorized facilities is required by the
town under subsection (1) of this section, for
service providers with an ownership share of
the aerial supporting structures, the additional
incremental cost of underground compared to
aerial relocation, or as provided for in the

approved tariff if less, will be paid by the town
requiring relocation; and

(c) Where the town requests relocation
under subsection (1) of this section solely for
aesthetic purposes, unless otherwise agreed to
by the parties.

(6) Where a project in subsection (1) of this
section is determined by the administering
officer to be primarily for private benefit, the
private party or parties shall reimburse the cost
of relocation in the same proportion to their
contribution to the costs of the project. Service
providers will not be precluded from recover-
ing their costs associated with relocation
required under subsection (1) of this section,
provided that the recovery is consistent with
subsection (3) of this section and other appli-
cable laws.

(7) The administering officer may require
the relocation of facilities at the service pro-
vider’s expense in the event of an unforeseen
emergency that creates an immediate threat to
the public safety, health, or welfare [cross ref-
erence – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Section 6].
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.130 Facilities for town use.
The administering officer may require that a

service provider that is constructing, relocat-
ing, or placing ducts or conduits in public
rights-of-way provide the town with additional
duct or conduit and related structures neces-
sary to access the conduit, provided that:

(1) The town enters into a contract with the
service provider consistent with RCW
80.36.150. The contract rates to be charged
should recover the incremental costs of the ser-
vice provider. If the town makes the additional
duct or conduit and related access structures
available to any other entity for the purposes of
providing telecommunications or cable televi-
sion service for hire, sale, or resale to the gen-
eral public, the rates to be charged, as set forth
in the contract with the entity that constructed
the conduit or duct, shall recover at least the
fully allocated costs of the service provider.
The service provider shall state both contract
rates in the contract. The administering officer
shall inform the service provider of the use,
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and any change in use, of the requested duct or
conduit and related access structures to deter-
mine the applicable rate to be paid by the town.

(2) Except as otherwise agreed by the ser-
vice provider and the town, the town agrees
that the requested additional duct or conduit
space and related access structures will not be
used by the town to provide telecommunica-
tions or cable television service for hire, sale,
or resale to the general public.

(3) The town shall not require that the addi-
tional duct or conduit space be connected to
the access structures and vaults of the service
provider.

(4) The value of the additional duct or con-
duit requested by the town shall not be consid-
ered a public works construction contract.

(5) This section shall not affect the provi-
sion of an institutional network by a cable tele-
vision provider under federal law [cross
reference – Ch. 83, Laws of 2000, Section 7].
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.140 Fees and charges.
RCW 35.21.860 addresses limitations on

the town’s power to impose franchise or other
fees on some service providers and other enti-
ties specified, including site-specific charges
pursuant to agreements with a service provider
of personal wireless services as provided
therein, which state law is expressly incorpo-
rated herein [cross reference – Ch. 83, Laws of
2000, Section 8]. (Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.150 Authority of administering 
officer.

(1) The administering officer interprets and
enforces this chapter, and has authority to issue
specific orders in specific cases or circum-
stances as may be deemed necessary. In such
event, reasonable effort shall be made to notify
affected parties. Specific orders may be issued
on application of an affected service provider
or providers.

(2) Orders and decisions of the administer-
ing officer are guided by the intent of this
chapter. Prior to issuance of an order, the
administering officer may give such advance
notice and opportunity for hearing as deemed
proper, or may provide for a hearing upon

request to review an order or specific applica-
tion of a party arising after issuance. The
officer may establish a filing fee not to exceed
$50.00 for consideration of any petition for
action or determination by a regulated party or
other person.

(3) An administrative order may include
provision for penalty of not more than $500.00
dollars per violation. In case of a continuing
violation, each day may be specified to be an
additional and separate violation. No penalty
for failure to comply with any administrative
order may be assessed except after notice and
opportunity for hearing for the affected party.
Failure to pay a penalty is a breach of permit
conditions and grounds for permit revocation
by the administering officer after notice and
opportunity for hearing for the permittee.
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.160 Appeals.
(1) Any party aggrieved by an order or

decision of the administering officer relating
to this chapter may appeal the same by filing
notice of appeal with the town council within
30 days of the date of mailing or transmittal to
said party of such order or decision appealed
from. Included with the notice of appeal must
be a statement of reasons for the appeal and
copies of any pertinent documents or informa-
tion and proof of delivery in such time limit of
such submittal to the administrative officer
and town attorney. A filing fee of $100.00
must also be paid to the town clerk at the time
of filing.

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of appeal,
where any penalty or charge is concerned, the
administrative officer shall determine the
amount of any accrued penalty or charge and
notify the appealing party of such determina-
tion. The appealing party must post with the
town clerk a bond, cash deposit or other suit-
able form of security as ordered by the admin-
istrative officer within 10 days of notification
as a condition of further prosecuting any
appeal. If the appeal is sustained, the security
shall be returned. If the appeal is denied, the
security shall be applied to any accrued pen-
alty or charge. No appeal shall stay the accrual
of any continuing penalty except upon a show-
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ing the appeal has substantial merit and was
taken in good faith, and not for purposes of
delay.

(3) The town council shall conduct a hear-
ing on the appeal within 30 days of filing of the
notice of appeal, and enter written findings,
conclusions and decision thereafter within 30
days of the hearing. The town council’s deci-
sion is final, subject to appeal in a court of
competent jurisdiction by either party with a
notice of appeal filed and served within 30
days. If a town official is the responding party,
a copy shall also be served on the town attor-
ney within such time limit.

(4) An order or decision of the administer-
ing officer shall be sustained by the town coun-
cil or a reviewing court unless found to be
arbitrary and capricious. Upon timely appeal
to a reviewing court, the town clerk shall cer-
tify the record and deliver the same to the court
where filed. The town clerk may require a
deposit of funds by the appealing party in an
amount estimated necessary to prepare the
record as a condition of certifying the record.
(Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).

13.30.170 Users, occupants other than 
service providers.

Chapter 35.99 RCW does not apply to par-
ties other than service providers. Except where
stated, the provisions of this chapter do not
apply to parties other than service providers.
Such other parties must, however, obtain a
franchise or similar permission to enter and
use the right-of-way to place facilities as may
be negotiated by the administering officer,
consistent with SCEMC 13.30.020 and
13.30.080. (Ord. 430 § 1, 2001).
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Title 14
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Title 15

BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION

Chapters:
15.05 Building Codes
15.10 Flood Damage Prevention
15.15 Factory-Built Housing
15.20 Permits
15.25 Grading, Excavation and Land Filling
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Chapter 15.05

BUILDING CODES

Sections:
15.05.010 Adoption by reference.
15.05.020 General requirements.

15.05.010 Adoption by reference.
South Cle Elum hereby adopts the following

codes, as amended by the Washington State
Building Code Council pursuant to Chapter
19.27 RCW for the purpose of establishing
rules and regulations for the construction,
alteration, removal, demolition, equipment,
use and occupancy, location and maintenance
of buildings and structures:

(1) The International Building Code (IBC),
2015 Edition, published by the International
Code Council as adopted and amended by the
state of Washington in Chapter 51-50 WAC;
with the following adopted appendices and
amendments:

(a) Appendices.
(i) Appendix C: Agricultural Build-

ings.
(b) Amendments.

(i) Section 105.2, Work Exempt from
Building Permit.

1. One-story detached accessory
structures used as tool and storage
sheds, playhouses and similar uses,
provided the floor area does not ex-
ceed 120 square feet and is not used
as habitable space and does not con-
tain plumbing or mechanical. All ac-
cessory structures must meet all
zoning and building setbacks, and
must comply with the requirements of
SCEMC Title 16.10 (Critical Areas)
and Chapter 15.10 SCEMC (Flood
Damage Prevention).

2. Other exemptions as specified in
Section 105.2.

(ii) Section 105.3.2, Expiration of
Application.

1. If, after a plan review has been initi-
ated, an application for building permit
requires corrections, a letter will be
sent notifying the applicant of those
items necessary to complete the re-
view of the application and that the ap-
plication will expire 180 days from the
date of notification if the corrections
are not submitted or are not adequate
to resolve the corrections items listed.
The building official is authorized to
grant one extension, not to exceed 365
days. The extension shall be request-
ed in writing, prior to permit application
expiration, and justifiable cause shall
be demonstrated. If expired, the appli-
cation becomes null and void and the
deposit is forfeited.

2. After a plan review has been com-
pleted, a letter will be sent notifying the
applicant that the permit is ready for is-
suance and that if not purchased 180
days from the date of notification, the
application will expire. The building of-
ficial is authorized to grant one exten-
sion, not to exceed 365 days. The
extension shall be requested in writing,
prior to permit expiration, and justifi-
able cause shall be demonstrated. If
expired, the application becomes null
and void and the deposit is forfeited. If
a completed application expires and
the deposit is less than the plan review
fee, the applicant is responsible for any
outstanding balance and an invoice
will be sent to the property owner of re-
cord.

(2) The International Residential Code
(IRC), 2015 Edition, published by the Interna-
tional Code Council as adopted and amended
by the state of Washington in Chapter 51-51
WAC; with the following adopted amend-
ments:

(a) Amendments.
(i) Section R105.2, Work Exempt

from Building Permit.
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1. One-story detached accessory
structures, provided the floor area
does not exceed 200 square feet, is
not used for habitable space and does
not contain plumbing or mechanical.
All accessory structures must meet all
zoning and building setbacks and must
comply with the requirements of
SCEMC Title 16.10 (Critical Areas)
and Chapter 15.10 SCEMC (Flood
Damage Prevention).

2. Platforms, sidewalks and driveways
not more than 30 inches above adja-
cent grade and not over any basement
or story below.

3. Other exemptions as specified in
Section 105.2.

(ii) Section R105.3.2, Expiration of
Application.

1. If, after a plan review has been initi-
ated, an application for building permit
requires corrections, a letter will be
sent notifying the applicant of those
items necessary to complete the re-
view of the application and that the ap-
plication will expire 180 days from the
date of notification if the corrections
are not submitted or are not adequate
to resolve the corrections items listed.
The building official is authorized to
grant one extension, not to exceed 365
days. The extension shall be request-
ed in writing, prior to permit application
expiration, and justifiable cause shall
be demonstrated. If expired, the appli-
cation becomes null and void and the
deposit is forfeited.

2. After a plan review has been com-
pleted, a letter will be sent notifying the
applicant that the permit is ready for is-
suance and that if not purchased 180
days from the date of notification, the
application will expire. The building of-
ficial is authorized to grant one exten-
sion, not to exceed 365 days. The
extension shall be requested in writing,
prior to permit expiration, and justifi-

able cause shall be demonstrated. If
expired, the application becomes null
and void and the deposit is forfeited. If
a completed application expires and
the deposit is less than the plan review
fee, the applicant is responsible for any
outstanding balance and an invoice
will be sent.

(3) The International Mechanical Code
(IMC), 2015 Edition, published by the Interna-
tional Code Council as adopted and amended
by the state of Washington in Chapter 51-52
WAC; including the adoption of and amend-
ments to the 2015 International Fuel Gas Code
(IFGC), the 2015 National Fuel Gas Code
(NFPA 54) and the 2015 Liquefied Petroleum
Gas Code (NFPA 58).

(4) The International Fire Code (IFC), 2015
Edition, published by the International Code
Council as adopted and amended by the state
of Washington in Chapter 51-54A WAC;
including those standards of the National Fire
Protection Association specifically referenced
in the International Fire Code; provided, that,
notwithstanding any wording in this code, par-
ticipants in religious ceremonies shall not be
precluded from carrying hand-held candles.
The following appendices and amendments
are specifically adopted:

(a) Appendices.
(i) Appendix B: Fire Flow for Build-

ings.
(ii) Appendix C: Fire Hydrant Loca-

tions and Distribution.
(iii) Appendix D: Fire Apparatus

Access Roads.
(iv) Appendix E: Hazard Categories.
(v) Appendix F: Hazard Ranking.
(vi) Appendix G: Cryogenic Fluids –

Weight and Volume Equivalents.
In case of conflict among the codes enu-

merated in subsections (4)(a)(i), (ii), (iii) and
(iv) of this section, the first named code shall
govern over those following.

(b) Amendments.
(i) Chapter 45: Referenced Stan-

dards.
(A) NFPA standard reference

numbers as follows:
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1. NFPA 13-16: “Installation of Sprin-
kler Systems” to replace prior edition
NFPA 13-07.

2. NFPA 13D-16: “Installation of
Sprinkler Systems in One and Two-
Family Dwellings and Manufactured
Homes” to replace prior edition NFPA
13D-07.

3. NFPA 13R-16: “Installation of
Sprinkler Systems in Residential Oc-
cupancies up to and Including Four
Stories in Height” to replace prior edi-
tion NFPA 13R-07.

4. NFPA 72-16: “National Fire Alarm
Code” to replace prior edition NFPA
72-07.

(ii) Appendix B: Fire Flow for Build-
ings, to be amended as follows:

1. Agricultural buildings used for the
sole purpose of agricultural processing
may be exempt from fire flow require-
ments if the following conditions are
met:

1. A monitored early detection
system in compliance with current
codes is installed and maintained;
2. The separation from other
buildings and combustible materi-
als, including hay piles, by a mini-
mum of 60 feet shall be
continuously maintained;
3. Building size shall be limited to
SEPA threshold requirements;
4. Occupancy shall be limited to a
maximum of five persons; and
5. Compliance with all applicable
codes.

(5) The Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC),
2015 Edition, published by the International
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Offi-
cials, as adopted and amended by the state of
Washington in Chapters 51-56 and 51-57
WAC.

(6) The Washington State Energy Code,
2015 Edition, as set forth in Chapters 51-11
and 51-11C WAC (Commercial) and Chapter
51-11R (Residential).

(7) The International Property Maintenance
Code (IPMC), 2015 Edition, as published by
the International Code Council.

(8) The International Swimming Pool and
Spa Code (ISPSC), 2015 Edition, as published
by the International Code Council. (Ord. 591
§ 1 (Att. A), 2019; Ord. 351 § 1, 1991).

15.05.020 General requirements.
(1) Conflict between Codes. Whenever

there is a conflict between a referenced code in
SCEMC 15.05.010 and the general require-
ments contained in this section, the general
requirements shall apply.

(2) Table R301.2(1), Climatic and Geo-
graphic Design Criteria, of the International
Residential Code, is amended as follows:



1. All snow loads are site specific and shall be determined by the building official.
2. The seismic design category will be determined on a site-specific basis.
For SI: 1 pound per square foot = 0.0479 kPa; 1 mile per hour = 0.447 m/s.
a) Weathering may require a higher strength concrete or grade of masonry than necessary to satisfy the structural requirements of this code. The
weathering column shall be filled in with the weathering index, “negligible,” “moderate” or “severe” for concrete as determined from Figure R301.2(3).
The grade of masonry units shall be determined from ASTM C 34, C 55, C 62, C 73, C 90, C 129, C 145, C 216 or C 652.
b) The frost line depth may require deeper footings than indicated in Figure R403.1(1). The jurisdiction shall fill in the frost line depth column with the
minimum depth of footing below finish grade.
c) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table to indicate the need for protection depending on whether there has been a history of local subter-
ranean termite damage.
d) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with the wind speed from the basic wind speed map [Figure R301.2(4)A]. Wind exposure category
shall be determined on a site-specific basis in accordance with Section R301.2.1.4.
e) The outdoor design dry-bulb temperature shall be selected from the columns of 971/2 percent values for winter from Appendix D of the Interna-
tional Plumbing Code. Deviations from the Appendix D temperatures shall be permitted to reflect local climates or local weather experience as deter-
mined by the building official.
f) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with the seismic design category determined from Section R301.2.2.1.
g) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with (a) the date of the jurisdiction’s entry into the National Flood Insurance Program (date of adop-
tion of the first code or ordinance for management of flood hazard areas), (b) the date(s) of the Flood Insurance Study and (c) the panel numbers and
dates of the currently effective FIRMs and FBFMs or other flood hazard map adopted by the authority having jurisdiction, as amended.
h) In accordance with Sections R905.1.2, R905.4.3.1, R905.5.3.1, R905.6.3.1, R905.7.3.1 and R905.8.3.1, where there has been a history of local
damage from the effects of ice damming, the jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with “YES.” Otherwise, the jurisdiction shall fill in this part of
the table with “NO.”
i) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with the 100-year return period air freezing index (BF-days) from Figure R403.3(2) or from the 100-
year (99 percent) value on the National Climatic Data Center data table “Air Freezing Index – USA Method (Base 32°F).”
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j) The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table
with the mean annual temperature from the
National Climatic Data Center data table “Air
Freezing Index – USA Method (Base 32°F).”
k) In accordance with Section R301.2.1.5, where
there is local historical data documenting structural
damage to buildings due to topographic wind
speed-up effects, the jurisdiction shall fill in this part
of the table with “YES.” Otherwise, the jurisdiction
shall indicate “NO” in this part of the table.
l) In accordance with Figure R301.2(4)A, where
there is local historical data documenting unusual
wind conditions, the jurisdiction shall fill in this part
of the table with “YES” and identify any specific
requirements. Otherwise, the jurisdiction shall indi-
cate “NO” in this part of the table.
m) In accordance with Section R301.2.1.2.1, the
jurisdiction shall indicate the wind-borne debris
wind zone(s). Otherwise, the jurisdiction shall indi-
cate “NO” in this part of the table.
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(3) Professional Preparation of Plans.
South Cle Elum shall require a Washington
State licensed design professional, licensed
under the provisions of Chapter 18.08 RCW,
Chapter 308-12 WAC (for architects) or Chap-
ter 18.43 RCW (for engineers), to stamp, pre-
pare or oversee the preparation of plans and
calculations for buildings or structures when
any of the following criteria are met, but are
not limited to the following:

(a) A building of any occupancy over
4,000 square feet.

Exception: residential buildings that do
not contain more than four dwelling units;
farm buildings of any size associated with
commercial agriculture; buildings such as
garages, sheds, barn or shelters for animals and
machinery that are used in connection with or
auxiliary to farm buildings, or in connection
with or accessory to residential buildings of
four dwelling units or less.

(b) Buildings containing five or more
residential dwelling units.

Exception: buildings less than 4,000
square feet.

(c) All log and timber frame structures
and log and timber frame structural compo-
nents. This includes any log or beam style
trusses used in stick framed buildings.

(d) All structures located above 70-psf
ground snow load that are regulated by the
International Residential Code.

(e) All structures located above 50-psf
ground snow load that are regulated by the
International Building Code.

(4) Permit Application and Construction
Plan Submittal. All submitted construction
documents must be of sufficient detail and
clarity to indicate the nature and extent of the
work proposed. The amount of detail required
will vary, depending on the nature and com-
plexity of the project. Buildings and structures
require site plans, floor plans, foundation
plans, roof framing plans, elevations, cross
sections and construction details at a mini-
mum. Additional documentation such as truss
engineering, lateral and gravity calculations,
energy code information, etc., may also be
required. Building permit applications and
drawings deemed incomplete by the town of

South Cle Elum will not be accepted. The fol-
lowing are minimum submittal standards for
construction drawings:

(a) Plans drawn to a minimum of one-
fourth inch scale on minimum page size of 11
by 17 inches.

(b) Plans must have clear and readable
text.

(c) Permit application in compliance
with RCW 19.27.095 and 19.27.097.

(5) Recorded Easements. The applicant
shall identify all recorded easements on the
construction documents submitted with the
permit application. The permit application
shall also include a copy of recorded ease-
ments along with the site plan as required by
Section R106.2 of the IRC. All existing ease-
ments, rights-of-way, well protection zones,
etc., shall be identified on the site plan and
considered for the placement of buildings, sep-
tic systems, roadways, and other infrastruc-
ture. The location of all easements on the site
plan shall be the responsibility of the applicant.

Without these minimum standards, an appli-
cation cannot be accepted. (Ord. 591 § 1 (Att.
A), 2019).
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Chapter 15.10

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION

Sections:
15.10.010 Statutory authorization.
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15.10.150 Variance procedure.
15.10.160 Provisions for flood hazard 

reduction.
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areas (AO) zones.

15.10.010 Statutory authorization.
The Legislature of the state of Washington

has delegated responsibility to local govern-
mental units to adopt regulations designed to
promote the public health, safety and general
welfare of its citizenry. (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021; Ord. 331 § 1.1, 1987).

15.10.020 Findings of fact.
(1) The flood hazard areas of the town of

South Cle Elum are subject to periodic inunda-
tion which results in loss of life and property,
health and safety hazards, disruption of com-
merce and governmental services, extraordi-

nary public expenditures for flood protection
and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all
of which adversely affect the public health,
safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood losses are caused by the
cumulative effect of obstructions in areas of
special flood hazards which increase flood
heights and velocities, and when inadequately
anchored, damage uses in other areas. Uses
that are inadequately floodproofed, elevated or
otherwise protected from flood damage also
contribute to the flood loss. (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021; Ord. 331 § 1.2, 1987).

15.10.030 Statement of purpose.
It is the purpose of this chapter to promote

the public health, safety, and general welfare,
and to minimize public and private losses due
to flood conditions in specific areas by provi-
sions designed:

(1) To protect human life and health;
(2) To minimize expenditure of public

money and costly flood control projects;
(3) To minimize the need for rescue and

relief efforts associated with flooding and gen-
erally undertaken at the expense of the general
public;

(4) To minimize prolonged business inter-
ruptions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities
and utilities such as water and gas mains, elec-
tric, telephone and sewer lines, streets, and
bridges located in areas of special flood haz-
ard;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by
providing for the sound use and development
of areas of special flood hazard so as to mini-
mize future flood blight areas;

(7) To ensure that potential buyers are noti-
fied that property is in an area of special flood
hazard;

(8) To ensure that those who occupy the
areas of special flood hazard assume responsi-
bility for their actions; and

(9) To participate in and maintain eligibil-
ity for flood insurance and disaster relief. (Ord.
611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 1.3, 1987).
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15.10.040 Methods of reducing flood losses.
In order to accomplish its purposes, this

chapter includes methods and provisions for:
(1) Restricting or prohibiting uses which

are dangerous to health, safety, and property
due to water or erosion hazards, or which
result in damaging increases in erosion or in
flood heights or velocities;

(2) Requiring that uses vulnerable to
floods, including facilities which serve such
uses, be protected against flood damage at the
time of initial construction;

(3) Controlling the alteration of natural
floodplains, stream channels, and natural pro-
tective barriers, which help accommodate or
channel floodwaters;

(4) Controlling filling, grading, dredging,
and other development which may increase
flood damage; and

(5) Preventing or regulating the construc-
tion of flood barriers which will unnaturally
divert floodwaters or may increase flood haz-
ards in other areas. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021;
Ord. 331 § 1.4, 1987).

15.10.050 Definitions.
Unless specifically defined below, words or

phrases used in this chapter shall be interpreted
so as to give them the meaning they have in
common usage and to give this chapter its most
reasonable application.

(1) “Alteration of watercourse” means any
action that will change the location of the
channel occupied by water within the banks of
any portion of a riverine waterbody.

(2) “Appeal” means a request for a review
of the interpretation of any provision of this
chapter or a request for a variance.

(3) “Area of shallow flooding” means a
designated zone AO, AH, AR/AO or AR/AH
(or VO) on a community’s Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM) with a one percent or greater
annual chance of flooding to an average depth
of one to three feet; where a clearly defined
channel does not exist; the path of flooding is
unpredictable and indeterminate; and velocity
flow may be evident. AO is characterized as
sheet flow and AH indicates ponding.

(4) “Area of special flood hazard” means
the land in the floodplain within a community
subject to a one percent or greater chance of
flooding in any given year. It is shown on the
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) as zone A,
AO, AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR. “Special flood
hazard area” is synonymous in meaning with
the phrase “area of special flood hazard.”

(5) “ASCE 24” means the most recently
published version of ASCE 24, Flood Resis-
tant Design and Construction, published by the
American Society of Civil Engineers.

(6) “Base flood” means the flood having a
one percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year.

(7) “Base flood elevation (BFE)” means the
elevation to which floodwater is anticipated to
rise during the base flood.

(8) “Basement” means any area of the
building having its floor sub-grade (below
ground level) on all sides.

(9) Building. see “Structure.”
(10) “Building code” means the currently

effective versions of the International Building
Code and the International Residential Code
adopted by the state of Washington Building
Code Council.

(11) “Critical facility” means a facility for
which even a slight chance of flooding might
be too great. Critical facilities include (but are
not limited to) schools, nursing homes, hospi-
tals, police, fire and emergency response
installations, and installations which produce,
use, or store hazardous materials or hazardous
waste.

(12) “Development” means any manmade
change to improved or unimproved real estate,
including but not limited to buildings or other
structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading,
paving, excavation or drilling operations or
storage of equipment or materials located
within the area of special flood hazard.

(13) “Elevation certificate” is an adminis-
trative tool of the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) that can be used to provide
elevation information, to determine the proper
insurance premium rate, and to support a
request for a letter of map amendment
(LOMA) or letter of map revision based on fill
(LOMR-F).
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(14) “Elevated building,” for insurance
purposes, is a non-basement building that has
its lowest elevated floor raised above ground
level by foundation walls, shear walls, posts,
piers, pilings, or columns.

(15) “Essential facility” has the same
meaning as “essential facility” defined in
ASCE 24. Table 1-1 in ASCE 24-14 further
identifies building occupancies that are essen-
tial facilities.

(16) “Flood” or “flooding” means:
(a) A general and temporary condition

of partial or complete inundation of normally
dry land areas from:

(i) The overflow of inland waters
from streams, rivers, and other watercourses.

(ii) The unusual and rapid accumula-
tion or runoff of surface waters from any
source.

(iii) Mudslides (i.e., mudflows)
which are proximately caused by flooding as
defined in subsection (16)(a)(ii) of this section
and are akin to a river of liquid and flowing
mud on the surface of normally dry land areas,
as when earth is carried by a current of water
and deposited along the path of the current.

(b) The collapse or subsidence of land
along the shore of a lake or other body of water
as a result of erosion or undermining caused by
waves or currents of water exceeding antici-
pated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an
unusually high water level in a natural body of
water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by
an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash
flood or an abnormal tidal surge, or by some
similarly unusual and unforeseeable event
which results in flooding as defined in subsec-
tion (16)(a)(i) of this section.

(17) “Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)”
means the official map on which the Federal
Insurance Administrator has delineated both
the areas of special flood hazards and the risk
premium zones applicable to the community.
A FIRM that has been made available digitally
is called a Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map
(DFIRM).

(18) “Flood elevation study” means an
examination, evaluation and determination of
flood hazards and, if appropriate, correspond-
ing water surface elevations, or an examina-

tion, evaluation and determination of mudslide
(i.e., mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion
hazards. Also known as a flood insurance
study (FIS).

(19) Flood Insurance Study (FIS). See
“Flood elevation study.”

(20) “Floodplain or flood prone area”
means any land area susceptible to being inun-
dated by water from any source. See “Flood or
flooding.”

(21) “Floodplain administrator” means the
community official designated by title to
administer and enforce the floodplain manage-
ment regulations.

(22) “Floodproofing” means any combina-
tion of structural and nonstructural additions,
changes, or adjustments to structures which
reduce or eliminate risk of flood damage to
real estate or improved real property, water
and sanitary facilities, structures, and their
contents. Floodproofed structures are those
that have the structural integrity and design to
be impervious to floodwater below the base
flood elevation.

(23) “Floodway” means the channel of a
river or other watercourse and the adjacent
land areas that must be reserved in order to dis-
charge the base flood without cumulatively
increasing the water surface elevation more
than a designated height. Also referred to as
“regulatory floodway.”

(24) “Functionally dependent use” means a
use which cannot perform its intended purpose
unless it is located or carried out in close prox-
imity to water. The term includes only docking
facilities, port facilities that are necessary for
the loading and unloading of cargo or passen-
gers, and ship building and ship repair facili-
ties, and does not include long term storage or
related manufacturing facilities.

(25) “Highest adjacent grade” means the
highest natural elevation of the ground surface
prior to construction next to the proposed walls
of a structure.

(26) “Historic structure” means any struc-
ture that is:

(a) Listed individually in the National
Register of Historic Places (a listing main-
tained by the Department of the Interior) or
preliminarily determined by the Secretary of
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the Interior as meeting the requirements for
individual listing on the National Register;

(b) Certified or preliminarily deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Interior as con-
tributing to the historical significance of a
registered historic district or a district prelimi-
narily determined by the Secretary to qualify
as a registered historic district;

(c) Individually listed on a state inven-
tory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been
approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

(d) Individually listed on a local inven-
tory of historic places in communities with his-
toric preservation programs that have been
certified either:

(i) By an approved state program as
determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or

(ii) Directly by the Secretary of the
Interior in states without approved programs.

(27) “Lowest floor” means the lowest floor
of the lowest enclosed area including base-
ment. An unfinished or flood resistant enclo-
sure, usable solely for parking of vehicles,
building access or storage, in an area other
than a basement area, is not considered a build-
ing’s lowest floor; provided, that such enclo-
sure is not built so as to render the structure in
violation of the applicable nonelevation design
requirements of this chapter found at SCEMC
15.10.170(2), provided there are adequate
flood ventilation openings.

(28) “Manufactured home” means a struc-
ture, transportable in one or more sections,
which is built on a permanent chassis and is
designed for use with or without a permanent
foundation when connected to the required
utilities. For floodplain management purposes
the term “manufactured home” also includes
park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar
vehicles placed on a site for greater than 180
consecutive days. For insurance purposes the
term “manufactured home” does not include
park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar
vehicles.

(29) “Manufactured home park or subdivi-
sion” means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of
land divided into two or more manufactured
home lots for rent or sale.

(30) “Mean sea level” means, for purposes
of the National Flood Insurance Program, the
vertical datum to which base flood elevations
shown on a community’s Flood Insurance
Rate Map are referenced.

(31) “New construction” means, for the
purposes of determining insurance rates, struc-
tures for which the “start of construction”
commenced on or after the effective date of an
initial Flood Insurance Rate Map or after
December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and
includes any subsequent improvements to such
structures. For floodplain management pur-
poses, “new construction” means structures
for which the “start of construction” com-
menced on or after the effective date of a
floodplain management regulation adopted by
a community and includes any subsequent
improvements to such structures.

(32) One-Hundred-Year Flood or 100-Year
Flood. See “Base flood.”

(33) “Reasonably safe from flooding”
means development that is designed and built
to be safe from flooding based on consider-
ation of current flood elevation studies, histor-
ical data, high water marks and other reliable
data known to the community. In unnumbered
A zones where flood elevation information is
not available and cannot be obtained by practi-
cable means, “reasonably safe from flooding”
means that the lowest floor is at least two feet
above the highest adjacent grade.

(34) “Recreational vehicle” means a vehi-
cle:

(a) Built on a single chassis;
(b) Four hundred square feet or less

when measured at the largest horizontal pro-
jection;

(c) Designed to be self-propelled or per-
manently towable by a light duty truck; and

(d) Designed primarily not for use as a
permanent dwelling but as temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or
seasonal use.

(35) “Start of construction” includes sub-
stantial improvement, and means the date the
building permit was issued; provided, the
actual start of construction, repair, reconstruc-
tion, placement or other improvement was
within 180 days of the permit date. The actual
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start means either the first placement of perma-
nent construction of a structure on a site, such
as the pouring of slab or footings, the installa-
tion of piles, the construction of columns, or
any work beyond the stage of excavation, or
the placement of a manufactured home on a
foundation. Permanent construction does not
include land preparation, such as clearing,
grading and filling; nor does it include the
installation of streets and/or walkways; nor
does it include excavation for a basement,
footings, piers, or foundation or the erection of
temporary forms; nor does it include the instal-
lation on the property of accessory buildings,
such as garages or sheds not occupied as
dwelling units or not part of the main structure.
For a substantial improvement, the “actual
start of construction” means the first alteration
of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural
part of a building, whether or not that alter-
ation affects the external dimensions of the
building.

(36) “Structure” means a walled and roofed
building including a gas or liquid storage tank
that is principally above ground, as well as a
manufactured home.

(37) “Substantial damage” means damage
of any origin sustained by a structure whereby
the cost of restoring the structure to its before-
damaged condition would equal or exceed 50
percent of the market value of the structure
before the damage occurred.

(38) “Substantial improvement” means any
repair, reconstruction, addition, or improve-
ment of a structure, the cost of which equals or
exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the
structure before the “start of construction” of
the improvement. This term includes struc-
tures which have incurred “substantial dam-
age,” regardless of the actual repair work
performed.

The term does not, however, include either:
(a) Any project for improvement of a

structure to correct previously identified exist-
ing violations of state or local health, sanitary,
or safety code specifications that have been
identified by the local code enforcement and
that are the minimum necessary to assure safe
living conditions; or

(b) Any alteration of a “historic struc-
ture”; provided, that the alteration will not pre-
clude the structure's continued designation as a
“historic structure.”

(39) “Variance” means a grant of relief
from the terms of floodplain management reg-
ulation.

(40) “Violation” means the failure of a
structure or other development to be fully
compliant with the community’s floodplain
management regulations. A structure or other
development without the elevation certificate,
other certifications, or other evidence of com-
pliance required in this chapter is presumed to
be in violation until such time as that docu-
mentation is provided.

(41) “Water surface elevation” means the
height, in relation to the vertical datum utilized
in the applicable flood insurance study, of
floods of various magnitudes and frequencies
in the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas.

(42) “Water dependent” means a structure
for commerce or industry that cannot exist in
any other location and is dependent on the
water by reason of the intrinsic nature of its
operation. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 481
§ 1, 2007; Ord. 331 § 2.0, 1987).

15.10.060 Lands to which this chapter 
applies.

This chapter shall apply to all areas of spe-
cial flood hazards within the jurisdiction of the
town of South Cle Elum. (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021; Ord. 331 § 3.1, 1987).

15.10.070 Basis for establishing the areas of 
special flood hazard.

The areas of special flood hazard identified
by the Federal Insurance Administrator in the
scientific and engineering report entitled “The
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Kittitas
County, Washington and Incorporated Areas,”
dated September 24, 2021, and any revisions
thereto, with accompanying Flood Insurance
Rate Maps (FIRMs), and any revisions thereto,
are hereby adopted by reference and declared
to be part of this chapter. The FIS and FIRM
are on file at the South Cle Elum Town Hall,
South Cle Elum, WA. The best available infor-
mation for flood hazard area identification as
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outlined in SCLMC 15.10.140(2) shall be the
basis for regulation until a new FIRM is issued
that incorporates data utilized under SCLMC
15.10.140(2). (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord.
481 § 1, 2007; Ord. 331 § 3.2, 1987).

15.10.075 Compliance.
All development within special flood hazard

areas is subject to the terms of this chapter and
other applicable regulations. (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021).

15.10.080 Penalties for noncompliance.
No structure or land shall hereafter be con-

structed, located, extended, converted, or
altered without full compliance with the terms
of this chapter and other applicable regula-
tions. Violation of the provisions of this chap-
ter by failure to comply with any of its
requirements (including violations of condi-
tions and safeguards established in connection
with conditions) shall constitute a misde-
meanor. Any person who violates this chapter
or fails to comply with any of its requirements
shall upon conviction be fined not more than
$5,000 for each violation or imprisoned not
more than 90 days, or both, for each violation,
and in addition shall pay all costs and expenses
involved in the case. Nothing herein contained
shall prevent the town of South Cle Elum from
taking such other lawful action as is necessary
to prevent or remedy any violation. (Ord. 611
Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 3.3, 1987).

15.10.090 Abrogation and greater 
restrictions.

This chapter is not intended to repeal, abro-
gate, or impair any existing easements, cove-
nants, or deed restrictions. However, where
this chapter and another ordinance, easement,
covenant or deed restriction conflict or over-
lap, whichever imposes the more stringent
restrictions shall prevail. (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021; Ord. 331 § 3.4, 1987).

15.10.100 Interpretation.
In the interpretation and application of this

chapter, all provisions shall be:
(1) Considered as minimum requirements;

(2) Liberally construed in favor of the gov-
erning body; and

(3) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any
other powers granted under state statutes.
(Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 3.5, 1987).

15.10.110 Warning and disclaimer of 
liability.

The degree of flood protection required by
this chapter is considered reasonable for regu-
latory purposes and is based on scientific and
engineering considerations. Larger floods can
and will occur on rare occasions. Flood heights
may be increased by manmade or natural
causes. This chapter does not imply that land
outside the areas of special flood hazards or
uses permitted within such areas will be free
from flooding or flood damages. This chapter
shall not create liability on the part of the town
of South Cle Elum, any officer or employee
thereof, or the Federal Insurance Administra-
tor, for any flood damages that result from reli-
ance on this chapter or any administrative
decision lawfully made hereunder. (Ord. 611
Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 3.6, 1987).

15.10.115 Severability.
This chapter and the various parts thereof

are hereby declared to be severable. Should
any section of this chapter be declared by the
courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the
chapter as a whole, or any portion thereof other
than the section so declared to be unconstitu-
tional or invalid. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021).

15.10.120 Establishment of development 
permit.

(1) Development Permit Required. A
development permit shall be obtained before
construction or development begins within any
area of special flood hazard established in
SCEMC 15.10.070. The permit shall be for all
structures including manufactured homes, as
set forth in SCEMC 15.10.050, and for all
development including fill and other activities,
also as set forth in SCEMC 15.10.050.

(2) Application for Development Permit.
Application for a development permit shall be
made on forms furnished by the floodplain
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administrator and may include, but not be lim-
ited to, plans in duplicate drawn to scale show-
ing the nature, location, dimensions, and
elevations of the area in question, existing or
proposed structures, fill, storage of materials,
drainage facilities, and the location of the fore-
going. Specifically, the following information
is required:

(a) Elevation in relation to mean sea
level of the lowest floor (including basement)
of all structures;

(b) Elevation in relation to mean sea
level to which any structure has been flood-
proofed;

(c) Certification by a registered profes-
sional engineer or architect that the flood-
proofing methods for any nonresidential
structure meet the floodproofing criteria in
SCEMC 15.10.170(2);

(d) Description of the extent to which a
watercourse will be altered or relocated as a
result of proposed development;

(e) Where development is proposed in a
floodway, an engineering analysis indicating
no rise of the base flood elevation; and

(f) Any other such information that may
be reasonably required by the floodplain
administrator in order to review the applica-
tion. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 4.1,
1987).

15.10.130 Designation of the floodplain 
administrator.

The town clerk-treasurer is hereby
appointed to administer and implement this
chapter by granting or denying development
permit applications in accordance with its pro-
visions. The floodplain administrator may del-
egate authority to implement these provisions.
(Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 4.2, 1987).

15.10.140 Duties and responsibilities of the 
floodplain administrator.

Duties of the floodplain administrator shall
include, but not be limited to:

(1) Permit Review.
(a) Review all development permits to

determine that the permit requirements of this
chapter have been satisfied;

(b) Review all development permits to
determine that all necessary permits have been
obtained from those federal, state, or local
governmental agencies from which prior
approval is required;

(c) Review all development permits to
determine if the proposed development is
located in the floodway. If located in the flood-
way, assure that the encroachment provisions
of SCEMC 15.10.180(1) are met;

(d) Review all development permits to
ensure that the site is reasonably safe from
flooding;

(e) Notify FEMA when annexations
occur in the special flood hazard area;

(f) Notify FEMA of changes to the base
flood elevation within six months of when
technical information of such changes
becomes available. Such notification shall
include technical or scientific information.

(2) Use of Other Base Flood Data. When
base flood elevation data has not been pro-
vided in accordance with SCEMC 15.10.070,
the floodplain administrator shall obtain,
review, and reasonably utilize any base flood
elevation and floodway data available from a
federal, state or other source, in order to
administer SCEMC 15.10.170 and 15.10.180.

(3) Information to Be Obtained and Main-
tained.

(a) Where base flood elevation data is
provided through the flood insurance study,
FIRM, or required as in subsection (2) of this
section, obtain and maintain a record of the
actual elevation (in relation to mean sea level)
of the lowest floor (including basement) of all
new or substantially improved structures, and
whether or not the structure contains a base-
ment.

(b) For all new or substantially
improved floodproofed nonresidential struc-
tures where base flood elevation data is pro-
vided through the FIS, FIRM, or as required in
subsection (2) of this section:

(i) Obtain and maintain a record of
the actual elevation (in relation to mean sea
level) to which the structure was floodproofed;
and

(ii) Maintain the floodproofing certi-
fications required in SCEMC 15.10.120(2)(c).
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(c) Maintain for public inspection all
records pertaining to the provisions of this
chapter.

(d) Records of all variance actions,
including justification for their issuance.

(e) Improvement and damage calcula-
tions.

(f) Certification required by SCEMC
15.10.180(1) (floodway encroachments).

(4) Alteration of Watercourses. Whenever
a watercourse is to be altered or relocated:

(a) Notify adjacent communities and the
State of Washington Department of Ecology
prior to any alteration or relocation of a water-
course, and submit evidence of such notifica-
tion to the Federal Insurance Administrator
through appropriate notification means; and

(b) Require that maintenance is pro-
vided within the altered or relocated portion of
said watercourse so that the flood carrying
capacity is not diminished.

(5) Interpretation of FIRM Boundaries.
Make interpretations where needed, as to exact
location of the boundaries of the areas of spe-
cial flood hazards (for example, where there
appears to be a conflict between a mapped
boundary and actual field conditions). The per-
son contesting the location of the boundary
shall be given a reasonable opportunity to
appeal the interpretation as provided in
SCEMC 15.10.150. Such appeals shall be
granted consistent with the standards of Sec-
tion 60.6 of the Rules and Regulations of the
NFIP. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 4.3,
1987).

15.10.150 Variance procedure.
(1) Appeal Board.

(a) The appeal board as established by
the town of South Cle Elum shall hear and
decide appeals and requests for variances from
the requirements of this chapter.

(b) The appeal board shall hear and
decide appeals when it is alleged there is an
error in any requirement, decision, or determi-
nation made by the town clerk-treasurer in the
enforcement or administration of this chapter.

(c) Those aggrieved by the decision of
the appeal board, or any taxpayer, may appeal

such decision to the superior court of Kittitas
County.

(d) In passing upon such applications,
the appeal board shall consider all technical
evaluations, all relevant factors, standards
specified in other sections of this chapter, and:

(i) The danger that materials may be
swept onto other lands to the injury of others;

(ii) The danger to life and property
due to flooding or erosion damage;

(iii) The susceptibility of the pro-
posed facility and its contents to flood damage
and the effect of such damage on the individual
owner;

(iv) The importance of the services
provided by the proposed facility to the com-
munity;

(v) The necessity to the facility of a
waterfront location, where applicable;

(vi) The availability of alternative
locations for the proposed use which are not
subject to flooding or erosion damage;

(vii) The compatibility of the pro-
posed use with existing and anticipated devel-
opment;

(viii) The relationship of the pro-
posed use to the comprehensive plan and
floodplain management program for that area;

(ix) The safety of access to the prop-
erty in times of flood for ordinary and emer-
gency vehicles;

(x) The expected heights, velocity,
duration, rate of rise, and sediment transport of
the floodwaters and the effects of wave action,
if applicable, expected at the site; and

(xi) The costs of providing govern-
mental services during and after flood condi-
tions, including maintenance and repair of
public utilities and facilities such as sewer,
gas, electrical, and water systems, and streets
and bridges.

(e) Upon consideration of the factors of
subsection (1)(d) of this section and the pur-
poses of this chapter, the appeal board may
attach such conditions to the granting of vari-
ances as it deems necessary to further the pur-
poses of this chapter.

(f) The town clerk-treasurer shall main-
tain the records of all appeal and variance
actions, including justification for their issu-
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ance and report any variances to the Federal
Insurance Administration upon request.

(2)  Conditions for Variances.
(a) Generally, the only condition under

which a variance from the elevation standard
may be issued is for new construction and sub-
stantial improvements to be erected on a lot of
one-half acre or less in size contiguous to and
surrounded by lots with existing structures
constructed below the base flood level, provid-
ing subsections (1)(d)(i) through (xi) of this
section have been fully considered. As the lot
size increases the technical justification
required for issuing the variance increases.

(b) Variances may be issued for the
repair, rehabilitation, or restoration of historic
structures, upon a determination that the pro-
posed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude
the structure’s continued designation as a his-
toric structure and the variance is the minimum
necessary to preserve the historic character and
design of the structure.

(c) Variances shall not be issued within
a designated floodway if any increase in flood
levels during the base flood discharge would
result.

(d) Variances shall only be issued upon
a determination that the variance is the mini-
mum necessary, considering the flood hazard,
to afford relief.

(e) Variances shall only be issued upon:
(i) A showing of good and sufficient

cause;
(ii) A determination that failure to

grant the variance would result in exceptional
hardship to the applicant;

(iii) A determination that the granting
of a variance will not result in increased flood
heights, additional threats to public safety,
extraordinary public expense, create nui-
sances, cause fraud on or victimization of the
public as identified in subsection (1)(d) of this
section, or conflict with existing local laws or
ordinances.

(f) Variances as interpreted in the
National Flood Insurance Program are based
on the general zoning law principle that they
pertain to a physical piece of property; they are
not personal in nature and do not pertain to the
structure, its inhabitants, economic or financial

circumstances. They primarily address small
lots in densely populated residential neighbor-
hoods. As such, variances from the flood ele-
vations should be quite rare.

(g) Variances may be issued for nonres-
idential buildings in very limited circum-
stances to allow a lesser degree of
floodproofing than watertight or dry-flood-
proofing, where it can be determined that such
action will have low damage potential, com-
plies with all other variance criteria except
subsection (2)(a) of this section, and otherwise
complies with SCEMC 15.10.160(1) and (2).

(h) Any applicant to whom a variance is
granted shall be given written notice that the
structure will be permitted to be built with a
lowest floor elevation below the base flood
elevation and that the cost of flood insurance
will be commensurate with the increased risk
resulting from the reduced lowest floor eleva-
tion. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 4.4,
1987).

15.10.160 Provisions for flood hazard 
reduction.

In all areas of special flood hazards the fol-
lowing standards are required:

(1) Anchoring.
(a) All new construction and substantial

improvements, including those related to man-
ufactured homes, shall be anchored to prevent
flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the
structure resulting from hydrodynamic and
hydrostatic loads, including the effects of
buoyancy.

(b) All manufactured homes must like-
wise be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse
or lateral movement, and shall be installed
using methods and practices that minimize
flood damage. Anchoring methods may
include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-
top or frame ties to ground anchors (reference
FEMA’s “Manufactured Home Installation in
Flood Hazard Areas” guidebook for additional
techniques).

(2) Construction Materials and Methods.
(a) All new construction and substantial

improvements shall be constructed with mate-
rials and utility equipment resistant to flood
damage. 
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(b) All new construction and substantial
improvements shall be constructed using
methods and practices that minimize flood
damage.

(c) Electrical, heating, ventilation,
plumbing and air conditioning equipment and
other service facilities shall be designed and/or
otherwise elevated or located so as to prevent
water from entering or accumulating within
the components during conditions of flooding.

(3) Utilities.
(a) All new and replacement water sys-

tems shall be designed to minimize or elimi-
nate infiltration of floodwaters into the system;

(b) New and replacement sanitary sew-
age systems shall be designed to minimize or
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the
systems and discharge from the systems into
floodwaters;

(c) On-site waste disposal systems shall
be located to avoid impairment to them or con-
tamination from them during flooding; and

(d) Water wells shall be located on high
ground that is not in the floodway.

(4) Subdivision Proposals and Develop-
ment.

(a) All subdivision proposals as well as
new development shall be consistent with the
need to minimize flood damage;

(b) All subdivision proposals as well as
new development shall have public utilities
and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and
water systems located and constructed to min-
imize flood damage;

(c) All subdivision proposals as well as
new development shall have adequate drain-
age provided to reduce exposure to flood dam-
age; and

(d) Where base flood elevation data has
not been provided or is not available from
another authoritative source, it shall be gener-
ated for subdivision proposals and other pro-
posed developments which contain at least 50
lots or five acres (whichever is less).

(5) Review of Building Permits. Where ele-
vation data is not available either through the
Flood Insurance Study, FIRM, or from another
authoritative source (SCEMC 15.10.140(2)),
applications for floodplain development shall
be reviewed to assure that proposed construc-

tion will be reasonably safe from flooding. The
test of reasonableness is a local judgment and
includes use of historical data, high water
marks, photographs of past flooding, etc.,
where available. Failure to elevate at least two
feet above grade in these zones may result in
higher insurance rates.

(6) Storage of Materials and Equipment.
(1) The storage or processing of materi-

als that could be injurious to human, animal, or
plant life if released due to damage from flood-
ing is prohibited in special flood hazard areas.

(2) Storage of other material or equip-
ment may be allowed if not subject to damage
by floods and if firmly anchored to prevent flo-
tation, or if readily removable from the area
within the time available after flood warning.
(Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 331 § 5.1, 1987).

15.10.170 Specific standards.
In all areas of special flood hazards where

base flood elevation data has been provided as
set forth in SCEMC 15.10.070 or
15.10.140(2), the following provisions are
required:

(1) Residential Construction.
(a) In AE and A1-30 zones or other A

zoned areas where the BFE has been deter-
mined or can be reasonably obtained, new con-
struction and substantial improvement of any
residential structure shall have the lowest
floor, including basement, elevated one foot or
more above base flood elevation. Mechanical
equipment and utilities shall be waterproofed
or elevated at least one foot above the BFE.

(b) Fully enclosed areas below the low-
est floor that are subject to flooding are prohib-
ited, or shall be designed to automatically
equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior
walls by allowing for the entry and exit of
floodwaters. Designs for meeting this require-
ment must either be certified by a registered
professional engineer or architect or must meet
or exceed the following minimum criteria:

(i) A minimum of two openings hav-
ing a total net area of not less than one square
inch for every square foot of enclosed area
subject to flooding shall be provided.

(ii) The bottom of all openings shall
be no higher than one foot above grade.
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(iii) Openings may be equipped with
screens, louvers, or other coverings or devices;
provided, that they permit the automatic entry
and exit of floodwaters.

(iv) A garage attached to a residential
structure, constructed with the garage floor
slab below the BFE, must be designed to allow
for the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters.

(c) Interior grades below the lowest
exterior grade are prohibited unless the interior
grade is above the base flood elevation.
Below-grade crawlspaces are permitted sub-
ject to the town of South Cle Elum’s clerk/trea-
surer and/or the town’s planning agent’s
approval upon application and a showing of
good cause and subject to the following crite-
ria and compliance with FEMA TB-11 titled
Crawlspace Construction:

(i) The interior grade is not more than
two feet below the lowest exterior grade.

(ii) The height of the below-grade
crawlspace, as measured from the interior
grade to the top of the crawlspace foundation
wall, must not exceed four feet at any point.

(iii) There must be an adequate drain-
age system that removes interior floodwaters.

(iv) The velocity of floodwaters at
the site should not exceed five feet per second
for any crawlspace.

(v) The building must be designed
and adequately anchored to resist flotation,
collapse, and lateral movement of the structure
resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic
loads, including the effects of buoyancy.

(vi) The crawlspace is an enclosed
area below the BFE and, as such, must have
openings that equalize hydrostatic pressures
by allowing for the automatic entry and exit of
floodwaters. The bottom of each flood vent
opening can be no more than one foot above
the lowest adjacent exterior grade.

(vii) Portions of the building below
the BFE must be constructed with materials
resistant to flood damage. This includes not
only the foundation walls of the crawlspace
used to elevate the building, but also any joists,
insulation, or other materials that extend below
the BFE.

(viii) Any building utility systems
within the crawlspace must be elevated above

BFE or designed so that floodwaters cannot
enter or accumulate within the system compo-
nents during flood conditions. Ductwork, in
particular, must either be placed above the
BFE or sealed from floodwaters.

(Buildings that have below-grade crawl-
space may have higher flood insurance premi-
ums than buildings that have the preferred
crawlspace construction, with the interior ele-
vation at or above the lowest adjacent grade.)

Interpretation and application of these
requirements shall be consistent with official
FEMA technical bulletin 11-01 guidance on
crawlspace construction.

(d) New construction and substantial
improvement of any residential structure in an
AO zone shall meet the requirements in
Appendix A.

(e) New construction and substantial
improvement of any residential structure in an
unnumbered A zone for which a BFE is not
available and cannot be reasonably obtained
shall be reasonably safe from flooding, but in
all cases the lowest floor shall be at least two
feet above the highest adjacent grade.

(2) Nonresidential Construction. New con-
struction and substantial improvement of any
commercial, industrial or other nonresidential
structure shall meet the following require-
ments:

(a) Meet the standards in SLEMC
15.10.170(1); or

(b) If the requirements of subsection
(2)(a) of this section are not met, then new con-
struction and substantial improvement of any
commercial, industrial or nonresidential struc-
ture shall meet all of the following require-
ments:

(i) Be dry floodproofed so that below
one foot or more above the base flood level the
structure is watertight with walls substantially
impermeable to the passage of water or dry
floodproofed to the elevation required by
ASCE 24, whichever is greater.

(ii) Have structural components
capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrody-
namic loads and effects of buoyancy.

(iii) Be certified by a registered pro-
fessional engineer or architect that the design
and methods of construction are in accordance
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with accepted standards of practice for meet-
ing provisions of this subsection based on their
development and/or review of the structural
design, specifications and plans. Such certifi-
cations shall be provided to the official as set
forth in SCEMC 15.10.140(3)(b).

(iv) Nonresidential structures that are
elevated, not floodproofed, must meet the
same standards for space below the lowest
floor as described in subsection (1) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Applicants floodproofing nonresi-
dential buildings shall be notified that flood
insurance premiums will be based on rates that
are one foot below the floodproofed level (e.g.,
a building constructed to the base flood level
will be rated as one foot below that level).

(3) Manufactured Homes. All manufac-
tured homes to be placed or substantially
improved on sites shall be elevated on a perma-
nent foundation such that the lowest floor of the
manufactured home is elevated one foot or
more above the base flood elevation and be
securely anchored to an adequately anchored
foundation system in accordance with the pro-
visions of SCEMC 15.10.160(1)(b).

(4) Critical Facilities. Construction of new
critical facilities shall be, to the extent possi-
ble, located outside the limits of the base
floodplain. Construction of new critical facili-
ties shall be permissible within the base flood-
plain if no feasible alternative site is available.
Critical facilities constructed within the base
floodplain shall have the lowest floor elevated
to three feet or more above the level of the base
flood elevation at the site. Floodproofing and
sealing measures must be taken to ensure that
toxic substances will not be displaced by or
released into floodwaters. Access routes ele-
vated to or above the level of the base flood-
plain shall be provided to all critical facilities
to the extent possible.

(5) Recreational Vehicles. Recreational
vehicles placed on sites are required to either:

(a) Be on the site for fewer than 180
consecutive days; or

(b) Be fully licensed and ready for high-
way use, on wheels or jacking system, attached
to the site only by quick disconnect type utili-

ties and security devices and have no perma-
nently attached additions; or

(c) Meet the requirements of subsection
(3) of this section and the elevation and
anchoring requirements for manufactured
homes.

(6) AE and A1-30 Zones With Base Flood
Elevations but No Floodways. In areas with
BFEs (when a regulatory floodway has not
been designated), no new construction, sub-
stantial improvements, or other development
(including fill) shall be permitted within zones
A1-30 and AE on the community’s FIRM,
unless it is demonstrated that the cumulative
effect of the proposed development, when
combined with all other existing and antici-
pated development, will not increase the water
surface elevation of the base flood more than
one foot at any point within the community.

(7) Enclosed Area Below the Lowest Floor.
If buildings or manufactured homes are con-
structed or substantially improved with fully
enclosed areas below the lowest floor, the
areas shall be used solely for parking of vehi-
cles, building access, or storage.

(8) Small Accessory Structures (Detached
Garages and Small Storage Structures). For A
zones (A, AE, A1-30, AH, AO):

(a) Appurtenant structures used solely
for parking of vehicles or limited storage may
be constructed such that the floor is below the
BFE, provided the structure is designed and
constructed in accordance with the following
requirements:

(i) Use of the appurtenant structure
must be limited to parking of vehicles or lim-
ited storage;

(ii) The portions of the appurtenant
structure located below the BFE must be built
using flood resistant materials;

(iii) The appurtenant structure must
be adequately anchored to prevent flotation,
collapse, and lateral movement;

(iv) Any machinery or equipment
servicing the appurtenant structure must be
elevated or floodproofed to or above the BFE;

(v) The appurtenant structure must
comply with floodway encroachment provi-
sions in SCLMC 15.10.180(1);
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(vi) The appurtenant structure must
be designed to allow for the automatic entry
and exit of floodwaters in accordance with
subsection (1) of this section;

(vii) The structure shall have low
damage potential; and

(viii) If the structure is converted to
another use, it must be brought into full com-
pliance with the standards governing such use;

(ix) The structure shall not be used
for human habitation.

(b) Detached garages, storage struc-
tures, and other appurtenant structures not
meeting the above standards must be con-
structed in accordance with all applicable stan-
dards in subsection (1) of this section.

(c) Upon completion of the structure,
certification that the requirements of this sec-
tion have been satisfied shall be provided to
the floodplain administrator for verification.

(9) Critical Facility. Construction of new
critical facilities shall be, to the extent possi-
ble, located outside the limits of the SFHA
(100-year floodplain). Construction of new
critical facilities shall be permissible within
the SFHA if no feasible alternative site is
available. Critical facilities constructed within
the SFHA shall have the lowest floor elevated
three feet above BFE or to the height of the
500-year flood, whichever is higher. Access to
and from the critical facility should also be
protected to the height utilized above. Flood-
proofing and sealing measures must be taken
to ensure that toxic substances will not be dis-
placed by or released into floodwaters. Access
routes elevated to or above the level of the
BFE shall be provided to all critical facilities to
the extent possible.

(10) Livestock Sanctuary Areas. Elevated
areas for the for the purpose of creating a flood
sanctuary for livestock are allowed on farm
units where livestock is allowed. Livestock
flood sanctuaries shall be sized appropriately
for the expected number of livestock and be
elevated sufficiently to protect livestock. Pro-
posals for livestock flood sanctuaries shall
meet all procedural and substantive require-
ments of this chapter. (Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021;
Ord. 482 § 1, 2007; Ord. 481 § 1, 2007; Ord.
344 § 1, 1989; Ord. 331 § 5.2, 1987).

15.10.180 Floodways.
Located within areas of special flood hazard

established in SCEMC 15.10.070 are areas
designated as floodways. Since the floodway
is an extremely hazardous area due to the
velocity of floodwaters which carry debris,
potential projectiles, and erosion potential, the
following provisions apply:

(1) Prohibit encroachments, including fill,
new construction, substantial improvements,
and other development unless certification by
a registered professional engineer is provided
demonstrating through hydrologic and hydrau-
lic analyses performed in accordance with
standard engineering practice that the pro-
posed encroachment would not result in any
increase in flood levels during the occurrence
of the base flood discharge.

(2) If subsection (1) of this section is satis-
fied or construction is allowed pursuant to sub-
section (3) of this section, all new construction
and substantial improvements shall comply
with all applicable flood hazard reduction pro-
visions of SCEMC 15.10.160, 15.10.170, and
this section.

(3) Construction or reconstruction of resi-
dential structures is prohibited within desig-
nated floodways, except for:

(a) Repairs, reconstruction, or improve-
ments to a structure which do not increase the
ground floor area; and

(b) Repairs, reconstruction or improve-
ments to a structure, the cost of which does not
exceed 50 percent of the market value of the
structure either:

(i) Before the repair, reconstruction,
or improvement is started; or

(ii) If the structure has been dam-
aged, or is being restored, before the damage
has occurred. Work done on structures to com-
ply with existing violations of state or local
health, sanitary, or safety code specifications
which have been identified by the local code
enforcement officer and which are the mini-
mum necessary to assure safe living condi-
tions, or to structures identified as historic
places may be excluded from the 50 percent.
(Ord. 611 Exh. A, 2021; Ord. 481 § 1, 2007;
Ord. 347 § 1, 1989; Ord. 331 § 5.3, 1987).
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15.10.185 Standards for shallow flooding 
areas (AO) zones.

Shallow flooding areas appear on FIRMs as
AO zones with depth designations. The base
flood depths in these zones range from one to
three feet above ground where a clearly
defined channel does not exist, or where the
path of flooding is unpredictable and where
velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is
usually characterized as sheet flow. In addition
to other provisions in this code, the following
additional provisions also apply in AO zones:

(1) New construction and substantial
improvements of residential structures and
manufactured homes within AO zones shall
have the lowest floor (including basement and
mechanical equipment) elevated above the
highest adjacent grade to the structure, one
foot or more above the depth number specified
in feet on the community’s FIRM (at least two
feet above the highest adjacent grade to the
structure if no depth number is specified).

(2) New construction and substantial
improvements of nonresidential structures
within AO zones shall either:

(a) Have the lowest floor (including
basement) elevated above the highest adjacent
grade of the building site, one foot or more
above the depth number specified on the FIRM
(at least two feet if no depth number is speci-
fied); or

(b) Together with attendant utility and
sanitary facilities, be completely floodproofed
to or above that level so that any space below
that level is watertight with walls substantially
impermeable to the passage of water and with
structural components having the capability of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads
and effects of buoyancy. If this method is used,
compliance shall be certified by a registered
professional engineer, or architect as in
SCEMC 15.10.170(2)(b).

(3) Require adequate drainage paths around
structures on slopes to guide floodwaters
around and away from proposed structures.

(4) Recreational vehicles placed on sites
within AO zones on the community’s FIRM
either:

(a) Be on the site for fewer than 180
consecutive days; or

(b) Be fully licensed and ready for high-
way use, on its wheels or jacking system, is
attached to the site only by quick disconnect
type utilities and security devices, and has no
permanently attached additions; or

(c) Meet the requirements of subsec-
tions (1) and (3) of this section and the anchor-
ing requirements for manufactured homes
(SCLMC 15.10.170(3)). (Ord. 611 Exh. A,
2021).
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Chapter 15.15

FACTORY-BUILT HOUSING

Sections:
15.15.010 Purpose.
15.15.020 Definitions.
15.15.030 Application procedure.
15.15.040 Siting requirements.
15.15.050 Conditional use procedure.
15.15.060 Enforcement and penalty.
15.15.070 Fee schedule.

15.15.010 Purpose.
This chapter regulates the placement and

occupancy of factory-built housing and sub-
jects noncomplying factory-built homes and
the use of recreational vehicles as temporary
dwellings to a temporary placement permit
procedure. The goal of this chapter is to insure
the safety and welfare of the residents of the
town of South Cle Elum. (Ord. 318 § 1, 1986).

15.15.020 Definitions.
(1) “Factory-built home” includes “mobile

homes” and means manufactured, portable
structures mounted on or designed for mount-
ing on wheels or transported by trailer, used
for residential purposes and having at least
1,000 square feet of enclosed living area.

(2) “Recreational vehicle” means a licens-
able vehicle, self-propelled or otherwise,
designed to temporarily shelter persons, which
vehicle is not more than eight feet in width.
This definition includes but is not limited to,
travel trailers, motor homes, campers, and
buses. (Ord. 365 § 1, 1993; Ord. 318 § 2,
1986).

15.15.030 Application procedure.
(1) Factory-built Home. Such home must

have attached Washington Department of
Labor and Industries tags as per Chapter 296-
150B WAC, as the same now exists or may in
the future be amended, and must be certified to
90 pounds per square foot live roof-load, or be
protected by a roof approved by the town
building inspector, which roof meets the live
load requirement.

(2) Recreational Vehicles. These vehicles
are subject to conditional use conditions of this
chapter.

The town building inspector may be con-
sulted as to appropriate certification and may
be consulted in an advisory capacity on any
conditional use application. (Ord. 318 § 3,
1986).

15.15.040 Siting requirements.
Each factory-built home placed in the town

of South Cle Elum shall:
(1) Be placed on the parcel according to

presubmitted and approved plot plan described
in the permit information form.

(2) All vegetation beneath home must be
permanently removed.

(3) Be secured by one of the following
methods:

(a) Footings. Be supported and
anchored in a manner approved by the town
building inspector. Support shall be of con-
crete footing on eight-foot centers, which are
no less than 24 inches square by 12 inches in
depth placed on undisturbed soil bearing mate-
rial. 

(b) Blocking. Minimum support block-
ing shall consist of concrete blocks placed in a
manner approved by the building inspector.
Shimming shall be of a material not suscepti-
ble to compression. All units shall be anchored
according to current manufacturer’s specifica-
tions. Units with support blocking higher than
three feet above grade shall have adequate
bracing to prevent horizontal movement.

(4) Have the tongue removed or camou-
flaged by landscaping to such an extent that it
is unrecognizable.

(5) Maintain a minimum of 18-inch crawl
space under entire structure.

(6) Have permanent steps affixed to all
exits.

(7) Have certification seals affixed to the
outer skin as required by the Washington State
Department of Labor and Industries.

(8) Have all running gear, including axles,
removed when placed on a full foundation
with basement.
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(9) Have approved fire resistant skirting
securely installed around the entire outer base
portion of the structure.

(10) Be served by the town of South Cle
Elum water and sewer utility system. (Ord.
318 § 4, 1986).

15.15.050 Conditional use procedure. 
All noncomplying structures, including

noncode factory-built homes and recreational
vehicles must obtain a conditional use permit
procedure as follows:

(1) The petitioner must bring to regular
council session proposal stating the nature of
the proposed shelter and the reasons why he or
she seeks temporary permit.

(2) A permanent committee of the council
will review each case and make nonbinding
recommendations to the council as a whole at
the next regular council session.

(3) Any conditional use permit must spec-
ify in detail the conditions to be met, which
permit will include specified time limitations.

(4) In order to expedite the application pro-
cedure, the council shall vote to grant or deny
the temporary use or conditional use permit at
the first regular council session following orig-
inal appearance by the petitioner. (Ord. 318 §
5, 1986).

15.15.060 Enforcement and penalty.
(1) Town clerk-treasurer shall issue a build-

ing permit for dwellings that are in compliance
with this chapter upon formal notification by
the town building inspector.

(2) Noncompliance with this chapter shall
result in the issuance of a stop-work order by
the town building inspector and the assessment
of a fine not less than $50.00 and not more than
$500.00 per day. (Ord. 318 § 6, 1986).

15.15.070 Fee schedule.
(1) Minimum building or installation fee

for factory-built home shall be $0.10 per
square foot.

(2) Conditional use fee shall be $50.00 per
application. (Ord. 318 § 7, 1986).

Chapter 15.20

PERMITS

Sections:
15.20.010 Demolition permits.
15.20.020 Building permit application 

deposits.

15.20.010 Demolition permits.
There shall be collected the amount of

$100.00 for issuance of a demolition permit to
any individual, organization, or agency for the
proposed demolition of any structure within
the town of South Cle Elum. Upon certifica-
tion by the town superintendent or the mayor’s
designee of satisfactory completion of the
demolition, the town shall refund to the demo-
lition permit holder $50.00 of the funds col-
lected at the time of issuance of the demolition
permit. (Ord. 459A § 1, 2005).

15.20.020 Building permit application 
deposits.

A nonrefundable deposit payable to the
town of South Cle Elum is required for every
building permit application as follows:

(1) Residential: $600.00;
(2) Accessory structure: $200.00;
(3) Commercial: $600.00;
(4) Modular home: $200.00;
(5) All other: $100.00.
The balance of the permit fees are payable at

the time of permit issuance. Approved plans
will not be held for more than 180 days from
the date plans are approved. Plans over 180
days will expire and the balance of plan review
fees, if any, will be due. (Ord. 445, 2003).
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Chapter 15.25

GRADING, EXCAVATION AND 
LAND FILLING

Sections:
15.25.010 Purpose.
15.25.020 Definitions.
15.25.030 Permit required.
15.25.040 Exemptions.
15.25.050 Prohibited excavation, grading, 

and filling.
15.25.060 Permit application.
15.25.070 Standards.
15.25.080 Responsibility to have permit.
15.25.090 Stop work orders and corrective 

action.
15.25.100 Application review.
15.25.110 Sureties.
15.25.120 Expiration of permit.
15.25.130 Permit revocation.
15.25.140 Grading, excavation and land 

filling permit fee.

15.25.010 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter includes but is

not limited to regulating the grading, excava-
tion and filling of land in order to minimize
erosion and sedimentation of watercourses and
wetlands; minimize the need for and mainte-
nance of drainage facilities; minimize adverse
effects on ground and surface waters; mini-
mize their potential for earth slides and slip-
page; and maintain the maximum natural
vegetation. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.020 Definitions.
“Town plans examiner” means any person

designated, hired or otherwise contracted by
the town of South Cle Elum to perform plan-
ning services for the town of South Cle Elum.
(Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.030 Permit required.
A grading permit is required for grading,

excavation or filling of land except as
exempted in SCEMC 15.25.040. (Ord. 480,
2007).

15.25.040 Exemptions.
A grading permit is not required for:
(1) Excavation and grading in association

with a building permit;
(2) Excavations required for installation of

public improvements;
(3) Excavations for the study of soil and

groundwater conditions;
(4) Landscape installation which does not

result in a fill more than one foot in depth
placed on natural terrain with a gradient less
than 20 percent or an earth berm not more than
four feet in height and which does not exceed
50 cubic yards on any one lot;

(5) Excavations, grading or filling when
required as a condition of a preliminary plat,
short plat, or binding plan;

(6) Work needed to correct an immediate
danger to life or property in an emergency sit-
uation as declared by the mayor or his/her des-
ignee; or

(7) Roadway repairs and overlays within
public street right-of-way for the purpose of
maintaining the pavement on existing paved
roadways. This exemption does not apply to
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, utilities, new road-
ways or the widening of the paved surface of
existing roadways.

An exemption from a clearing and grading
permit does not exempt the person doing the
work from meeting all applicable town codes.
(Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.050 Prohibited excavation, grading, 
and filling.

Excavation, grading, or filling is prohibited
in the following area and situations:

(1) If the work would result in the deposit
of materials or otherwise have effects on pub-
lic rights-of-way, easements and property; or

(2) If the work is inconsistent with the
town’s critical areas regulations in Chapter
16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C), 2013;
Ord. 480, 2007).
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15.25.060 Permit application.
The permit application shall be provided by

the town clerk and include the following:
(1) The name, address, and telephone num-

ber of the owner of the property on which the
work is to be performed;

(2) The name, address, and telephone num-
ber of the person doing the work;

(3) A map of the site which includes:
topography, vegetation, wetlands and water-
courses, public improvements, structures and
rights-of-way or other easements and such fea-
tures within 300 feet of the work site;

(4) The names and addresses of all property
owners and residents within 300 feet of the
work site;

(5) A grading plan indicating the area to be
filled or excavated, the contours of the land
after filling or excavating and the amount of
material to be moved;

(6) An engineered soil compaction plan for
all fills;

(7) If material is to be moved from or to
another lot or parcel of property, the applica-
tion shall include the location of the site, the
route to be followed, and evidence of compli-
ance with the regulations of the government
with jurisdiction over the site to borrow from
or receive material;

(8) A plan for the control of erosion and
water quality during and after the site work;

(9) A plan for drainage of the site;
(10) A plan for restoration of vegetation or

landscaping on the site;
(11) An estimate of the cost of the work to

be undertaken;
(12) A SEPA environmental checklist if

excavation or fill is over 500 cubic yards. If
environmental review (SEPA) is required, the
clearing and grading permit shall not be issued
until the land use approval is received and
SEPA determination made, any town appeal
period has passed, and if a town appeal is filed,
until the town has made a final decision on any
appeal;

(13) Other such information as may be
required by the city planner, including engi-
neering geological study, soils, and hydrologi-
cal studies; and

(14) A plan for dust control during grading,
excavating, or filling. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.070 Standards.
The following standards must be met to the

satisfaction of town plans examiner prior to
permit issuance:

(1) Cut slopes shall be no steeper than is
safe for the intended use and shall not be
steeper than two horizontal to one vertical, or
as recommended by a soils engineer.

(2) Fills that are intended for building sites
shall be constructed in conformance with the
requirements of the latest edition of the IBC as
adopted by the town.

(3) Except as permitted by the city, no
material other than earth material shall be bur-
ied or placed in fills. Placement of other than
earth material is regulated by state statutes or
federal laws and additional permits may be
required.

(4) Fills shall be constructed using earth
materials, compaction methods and construc-
tion techniques, so that stable fills are created.

(5) Grading, filling, or clearing in or within
the vicinity of a wetland shall comply with
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC.

(6) Grading, filling or clearing in an area of
special flood hazard shall be done in accor-
dance with the latest version of the town flood-
plain management ordinance (Chapter 15.10
SCEMC) or this chapter, whichever has the
more stringent development regulations.

(7) Grading, filling or clearing of archaeo-
logical sites shall be done in accordance with
Chapter 25-48 WAC, as now adopted or as
may be amended, or other applicable state and
federal law. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.080 Responsibility to have permit.
Every contractor or other person working or

directing work that requires a permit under this
chapter must:

(1) Have a copy of the permit before start-
ing and during all phases of the work. The per-
mit, approved plans and applicable terms and
conditions of approval shall be kept on site at
all times.
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(2) Be familiar with and comply with the
terms and conditions of the permit. (Ord. 480,
2007).

15.25.090 Stop work orders and corrective 
action.

(1) The town plans examiner shall notify
the permittee, or person doing the work, when-
ever the town plans examiner determines that:

(a) During the life of the permit, the
project is causing problems related to earth and
water resources, such as sediment leaving the
site or entering the drainage system; or

(b) The act or intended act of clearing or
grading has become or will constitute a hazard
to life and limb, or endangers property, or
adversely affects the safety, use or stability of
a public way, drainage channel, street or sur-
face water; or

(c) Clearing and grading is occurring
without a required permit; or

(d) The project is otherwise violating
this chapter or the provisions of a permit issued
under this chapter.

(2) Initial notice per subsection (1) of this
section may be verbal. If verbal notice is given,
it shall be followed by a written correction
notice if compliance is not readily achieved.
When issuing a written correction notice, the
town plans examiner shall serve it to the per-
sons doing the work or causing the work to be
done or by posting notice on the site.

(3) A written correction notice per subsec-
tion (2) of this section may include a stop work
order, or a stop work order may be indepen-
dently issued, whenever the continuation of
work is likely to harm or pose a hazard to prop-
erty, safety or the downstream drainage sys-
tem. In addition, a stop work order shall also
be issued as specified in subsection (4) of this
section.

(4) The cost of measures needed to correct
damage caused by the project clearing and
grading, including impacts to downstream
drainage system, shall be borne by the permit-
tee. The permittee is required to correct on-site
or off-site damages that are caused by the
project per the direction of the town plans
examiner and within the time specified in the
town plans examiner’s written correction

notice. Otherwise, the town, or a contractor
working under the direction of the town, shall
do so using the abatement security device, if a
device was provided for the site. (Ord. 480,
2007).

15.25.100 Application review.
The town superintendent is hereby

appointed to administer and implement this
chapter with the assistance of the town plans
examiner and/or the town clerk as noted
herein, by granting or denying grading permit
applications in accordance with its provisions.
(Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.110 Sureties.
The town plans examiner may require, as a

condition of the permit, a surety to be posted to
secure the applicant’s obligation to comply
with the conditions of the permit. The surety
may be up to 125 percent of the estimated cost
of the work. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.120 Expiration of permit.
A grading permit shall expire six months

from the date of issuance. The town plans
examiner may grant one extension of time for
an additional six months. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.130 Permit revocation.
The town may revoke or suspend the clear-

ing and grading permit whenever:
(1) The permittee requests such revocation

or suspension;
(2) The work does not proceed in accor-

dance with the plans, as approved, or is not in
compliance with the requirements of this chap-
ter or other town ordinances;

(3) Entry upon the property for purposes of
investigation or inspection has been denied;

(4) The permittee has made a misrepresen-
tation of material fact in applying for such per-
mit;

(5) The progress of work indicates that the
plan is or will be inadequate to protect the pub-
lic, the adjoining property, the street, protected
areas, the drainage system, or other utilities; or
the work endangers or will endanger the pub-
lic, the adjoining property, the street, protected
areas, the drainage system or other utilities;
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(6) The permit has not been acted upon or
extended within the time allowed pursuant to
SCEMC 15.25.120. (Ord. 480, 2007).

15.25.140 Grading, excavation and land 
filling permit fee.

A permit fee shall be paid for each grading
permit in accordance with fees set by resolu-
tion adopted by the town of South Cle Elum
council. (Ord. 480, 2007).
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Title 16

ENVIRONMENT

Chapters:
16.05 SEPA
16.10 Critical Areas
16.15 Shorelines
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Chapter 16.05

SEPA

Sections:
16.05.010 Authority.
16.05.020 Adoption by reference.
16.05.030 Additional definitions.
16.05.040 Responsible official designated.
16.05.050 Determination of categorical 

exemption.
16.05.060 Environmental checklist required.
16.05.070 Environmental impact statement 

(EIS).
16.05.080 Preparation and review of 

environmental impact statement – 
Responsibilities and process.

16.05.090 Public notice.
16.05.100 Internal circulation of 

environmental documents.
16.05.110 Timing of a decision on nonexempt 

action.
16.05.120 Authority to condition or deny 

proposals.
16.05.130 Substantive authority.
16.05.140 Town responsibilities as consulted 

agency.
16.05.150 Environmental appeals.
16.05.160 Time limitation on appeals.
16.05.170 Fee to accompany notice of appeal.
16.05.180 Notice of hearing.
16.05.190 Public hearing.
16.05.200 Testimony – Recording.
16.05.210 Substantial weight – Burden of 

proof.
16.05.220 Decision of the town council.
16.05.230 Dismissal of appeal.
16.05.240 Superior court review – 

Limitations for appeal.
16.05.250 SEPA review policy and procedure 

for town of South Cle Elum growth 
management products.

16.05.260 Overall growth management 
environmental goals, policies and 
objectives.

16.05.270 SEPA procedures for growth 
management products.

16.05.280 Expanded environmental checklist.
16.05.290 Mitigated determination of 

nonsignificance – Management.

16.05.300 Determination of significance – 
Growth management.

16.05.310 Appeals on threshold 
determinations for growth 
management products.

16.05.320 Copies to be available.

16.05.010 Authority.
These procedures are adopted under author-

ity of the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA), RCW 43.21C.120, and the SEPA
Rules, WAC 197-11-904. (Ord. 371 § 2,
1994).

16.05.020 Adoption by reference.
The following sections of Chapter 197-11 of

the Washington Administrative Code (WAC),
as presently existing and as may subsequently
be amended, hereby, are adopted by reference,
as if fully set forth herein: 
WAC
197-11-040 Definitions. 
197-11-050 Lead agency. 
197-11-055 Timing of the SEPA process.
197-11-060 Content of environmental 

review.
197-11-070 Limitations on actions during 

SEPA process.
197-11-080 Incomplete or unavailable 

information.
197-11-090 Supporting documents.
197-11-100 Information required of 

applicants.
197-11-300 Purpose of this part.
197-11-305 Categorical exemptions.
197-11-310 Threshold determination 

required.
197-11-315 Environmental checklist.
197-11-330 Threshold determination process.
197-11-335 Additional information.
197-11-340 Determination of 

nonsignificance (DNS).
197-11-350 Mitigated DNS.
197-11-360 Determination of significance 

(DS)/Initiation of scoping.
197-11-390 Effect of threshold 

determination.
197-11-400 Purpose of EIS.
197-11-402 General requirements.
197-11-405 EIS types.
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197-11-406 EIS timing.
197-11-408 Scoping.
197-11-410 Expanded scoping.
197-11-420 EIS preparation.
197-11-425 Style and size.
197-11-430 Format.
197-11-435 Cover letter or memo.
197-11-440 EIS contents.
197-11-442 Contents of EIS on nonproject 

proposals.
197-11-443 EIS contents when prior 

nonproject EIS.
197-11-444 Elements of the environment.
197-11-448 Relationship of EIS to other 

considerations.
197-11-450 Cost-benefits analysis.
197-11-455 Issuance of DEIS.
197-11-460 Issuance of FEIS.
197-11-500 Purpose of this part.
197-11-502 Inviting comment.
197-11-504 Availability and cost of 

environmental documents.
197-11-508 SEPA register.
197-11-510 Public notice.
197-11-535 Public hearings and meetings.
197-11-545 Effect of no comment.
197-11-550 Specificity of comments.
197-11-560 FEIS response to comments.
197-11-570 Consulted agency costs to assist 

lead agency.
197-11-600 When to use existing 

environmental documents.
197-11-610 Use of NEPA documents.
197-11-620 Supplemental environmental 

impact statement – Procedures.
197-11-625 Addenda – Procedures.
197-11-630 Adoption – Procedures.
197-11-635 Incorporation by reference – 

Procedures.
197-11-640 Combining documents.
197-11-650 Purpose of this part.
197-11-655 Implementation.
197-11-660 Substantive authority and 

mitigation.
197-11-680 Appeals.
197-11-700 Definitions.
197-11-702 Act.
197-11-704 Actions.
197-11-706 Addendum.
197-11-708 Adoption.

197-11-710 Affected tribe.
197-11-712 Affecting.
197-11-714 Agency.
197-11-716 Applicant.
197-11-718 Built environment.
197-11-720 Categorical exemptions.
197-11-722 Consolidated appeal.
197-11-724 Consulted agency.
197-11-726 Cost-benefits analysis.
197-11-728 County/city.
197-11-730 Decision maker.
197-11-732 Department.
197-11-734 Determination of 

nonsignificance (DNS).
197-11-736 Determination of significance 

(DS).
197-11-738 EIS.
197-11-740 Environment.
197-11-742 Environmental checklist.
197-11-744 Environmental document.
197-11-746 Environmental review.
197-11-748 Environmentally sensitive area.
197-11-750 Expanded scoping.
197-11-752 Impacts.
197-11-754 Incorporation by reference.
197-11-756 Lands covered by water.
197-11-758 Lead agency.
197-11-760 License.
197-11-762 Local agency.
197-11-764 Major action.
197-11-766 Mitigated DNS.
197-11-768 Mitigation.
197-11-770 Natural environment.
197-11-772 NEPA.
197-11-774 Nonproject.
197-11-776 Phased review.
197-11-778 Preparation.
197-11-780 Private project.
197-11-782 Probable.
197-11-784 Proposal.
197-11-786 Reasonable alternative.
197-11-788 Responsible official.
197-11-790 SEPA.
197-11-792 Scope.
197-11-793 Scoping.
197-11-794 Significant.
197-11-796 State agency.
197-11-797 Threshold determination.
197-11-799 Underlying governmental action.
197-11-800 Categorical exemptions.
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197-11-880 Emergencies.
197-11-890 Petitioning DOE to change 

exemptions.
197-11-900 Purpose of this part.
197-11-902 Agency SEPA policies.
197-11-908 Environmentally sensitive areas.
197-11-916 Application to ongoing actions.
197-11-920 Agencies with environmental 

expertise.
197-11-924 Lead agency.
197-11-926 Lead agency for government 

proposals.
197-11-928 Lead agency for public and 

private proposals.
197-11-930 Lead agency for private projects 

with one agency with 
jurisdiction.

197-11-932 Lead agency for private projects 
requiring licenses from more 
than one agency, when one of the 
agencies is county/city.

197-11-934 Lead agency for private projects 
requiring licenses from a local 
agency, not a county/city, and 
one or more state agencies.

197-11-936 Lead agency for private projects 
requiring licenses from more 
than one state agency.

197-11-938 Lead agencies for specific 
proposals.

197-11-940 Transfer of lead agency status to 
a state agency.

197-11-942 Agreements on lead agency 
status.

197-11-944 Agreements on division of lead 
agency duties.

197-11-946 DOE resolution of lead agency 
disputes.

197-11-948 Assumption of lead agency 
status.

197-11-950 Severability.
197-11-960 Environmental checklist.
197-11-965 Adoption notice.
197-11-970 Determination of 

nonsignificance (DNS).
197-11-980 Determination of significance 

and scoping notice (DS).
197-11-985 Notice of assumption of lead 

agency status.

197-11-990 Notice of action. 
(Ord. 371 § 3, 1994).

16.05.030 Additional definitions. 
In addition to those definitions set forth in

SCEMC 16.05.020, the following words and
terms shall have the following meanings,
unless the context indicates otherwise.

(1) “Advisory body” means any body,
established by the town council, the responsi-
bilities of which include review of develop-
ment proposals for the purpose of making
recommendations to the council.

(2) “Development” means the rezoning of
property, the subdivision of land, the construc-
tion of buildings, or any physical alterations of
the land which is subject to town approval and
to the requirements of SEPA.

(3) “Environmentally sensitive areas”
include the following areas and ecosystems:

(a) Wetlands, which are areas that are
inundated or saturated by surface water or
groundwater at a frequency and duration suffi-
cient to support, and that under normal circum-
stances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil con-
ditions. Wetlands generally include swamps,
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do
not include those artificial wetlands intention-
ally created from nonwetland sites, including,
but not limited to, irrigation and drainage
ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention
facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm
ponds, and landscape amenities. However,
wetlands may include those artificial wetlands
intentionally created from nonwetland areas
for mitigated conversion.

(b) Areas with critical recharging effect
on aquifers used for potable water.

(c) Fish and wildlife habitat conserva-
tion areas.

(d) Frequently flooded areas, which
include those flooded areas in the 100-year
floodplain designations of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the National
Flood Insurance Program and other frequently
flooded areas.

(e) Geologically hazardous areas, which
include those areas that are not suited to com-
mercial, residential, or industrial development
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because of susceptibility to erosion, sliding,
earthquakes, or other geological areas hazard-
ous to public health or safety.

(f) Fish and wildlife habitat conserva-
tion areas, which include:

(i) Areas with which endangered,
threatened, and sensitive species have primary
association;

(ii) Habitats and species of local
importance;

(iii) Naturally occurring ponds under
20 acres and their submerged aquatic beds that
provide fish or wildlife habitat;

(iv) Waters of the state;
(v) Lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers

planted with game fish by a governmental or
tribal entity; and

(vi) State natural area preserves and
natural resource conservation areas.

(4) “SEPA” means Chapter 43.21C RCW,
as now existing or as may subsequently be
amended.

(5) “SEPA rules” means Chapter 197-11
WAC adopted by the Department of Ecology,
as now existing or as may subsequently be
amended. (Ord. 371 § 4, 1994).

16.05.040 Responsible official designated. 
The mayor, or his or her designee, shall be

the SEPA responsible official for the town, and
shall carry out the duties and functions of the
town when it is acting as the lead agency or as
a consulted agency under SEPA and the SEPA
rules. (Ord. 371 § 5, 1994).

16.05.050 Determination of categorical 
exemption.

(1) The town, upon receiving an applica-
tion for a proposal, or upon initiating a pro-
posal which is potentially subject to the
requirements of SEPA, shall make the follow-
ing determinations:

(a) Whether the proposal is an “action”
as defined by WAC 197-11-714; and

(b) If the proposal is an “action,”
whether it is categorically exempt from the
requirements of SEPA; and

(c) If the proposal is a nonexempt
action, whether appropriate environmental

review of the project has been conducted or
commenced.

(2) The responsible official or the responsi-
ble official’s designee shall assist any depart-
ment in making the determinations required by
this section, upon request by the department.

(3) The town of South Cle Elum recognizes
that the list of categorical exemptions included
in the SEPA rules cannot be relied upon as the
final determination of whether a proposed
project, regardless of its environmental
impact, must comply with SEPA and this ordi-
nance. Where the responsible official deter-
mines that a proposal has a reasonable
likelihood of causing more than a moderated
adverse impact on environmental quality,
whether that impact is direct, indirect, or
cumulative, environmental review under
SEPA shall be conducted.

(4) It is recognized that a particular devel-
opment or land use, though otherwise consis-
tent with town regulations and policies, may
create adverse impacts upon facilities, ser-
vices, natural systems or the surrounding area
when aggregated with the impacts of prior or
reasonably anticipated future developments.
The town shall evaluate such cumulative envi-
ronmental determinations and substantive
decisions accordingly. (Ord. 371 § 6, 1994).

16.05.060 Environmental checklist 
required.

(1) Whenever the responsible official
determines that a proposal is a nonexempt
action for which appropriate environmental
review has not been conducted or commenced,
the responsible official shall require the action
proponent to prepare and submit an environ-
mental checklist, including the following:

(a) The original, signed copy of the
environmental checklist;

(b) A copy of any completed application
form in the department’s possession relating to
the proposal;

(c) A copy of any project description,
conceptual plan or plot plan which may have
been prepared or submitted;

(d) Any additional information in the
department’s possession addressing the pro-
posed action’s environmental impacts.
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(2) The environmental review process shall
not begin until a complete application (an
environmental checklist and requested sup-
porting materials) is received by the responsi-
ble official. Incomplete environmental
checklist applications will be returned to the
applicant for completion as directed by the
responsible official.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not
apply when the responsible official and the
proponent of a nonexempt action agree in writ-
ing that the proposal is likely to have signifi-
cant adverse environmental impacts, and
further agree that an environmental impact
statement (EIS) will be prepared. (Ord. 371 §
7, 1994).

16.05.070 Environmental impact statement 
(EIS).

Whenever the responsible official has
issued a determination of significance (DS) for
a nonexempt action, it shall be the responsibil-
ity of the individual, corporation, agency or the
town initiating or proposing the action to pre-
pare a draft EIS and a final EIS under the
supervision of the responsible official. Con-
sultants shall be selected based on their exper-
tise and knowledge related to the scoped
environmental elements to be analyzed in the
EIS documents. Regardless of who prepares an
EIS, it is the EIS of the town and the responsi-
ble official must be satisfied that the EIS com-
plies with this chapter, with SEPA and with the
SEPA rules prior to issuance of the EIS. (Ord.
371 § 8, 1994).

16.05.080 Preparation and review of 
environmental impact statement 
– Responsibilities and process.

(1) Preparation of draft and final environ-
mental impact statement (DEIS and FEIS) and
all supplemental EIS material shall be the
responsibility of the responsible official and
lend agency. Before the town issues an EIS,
the responsible official shall be satisfied that it
complies with this ordinance and Chapter 197-
11 WAC.

(2) The DEIS and FEIS or draft and final
impact statements and any supplemental docu-
ments that are required shall be prepared by

town staff, or by a consultant approved by the
town of South Cle Elum in accordance with the
following system:

(a) The town of South Cle Elum shall
prepare and maintain a list of qualified envi-
ronmental consultants and firms. Any pro-
posed consultant whose name is not on the list
must submit a statement of qualifications
including information on experience in the
preparation of environmental impact state-
ments. Upon approval of the submitted qualifi-
cations, the mayor shall add the name to the list
of qualified consultants.

(b) Any appeal on the selection or denial
of a consultant shall be referred to the town
council whose decision on the matter will be
final.

(3) The town may require the applicant to
provide additional information the town does
not possess, including specific investigations.
However, the applicant is not required to sup-
ply information that is not required under this
chapter or that is being requested from another
agency. This does not apply to information the
town may request under another ordinance or
statute. (Ord. 371 § 9, 1994).

16.05.090 Public notice.
(1) Whenever public notice is required

under the SEPA rules, the responsible official
shall cause notice to be given in the following
manner:

(a) By posting the subject property as
directed by the responsible official (site-spe-
cific proposals only); and

(b) By publishing notice in the official
newspaper of the town.

(2) Additional public notice may be pro-
vided for a proposal having, or potentially hav-
ing, unusually widespread, unique, or
significant adverse impacts, or for other pro-
posals, at the discretion of the responsible offi-
cial.

(3) Where notice is required for an action
which has been proposed or initiated by a party
other than the town, the cost of newspaper
publication of such notice or notices shall be
borne by the applicant. (Ord. 371 § 10, 1994).
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16.05.100 Internal circulation of 
environmental documents.

Relevant environmental documents shall
accompany proposals through existing town
project review processes. The responsible offi-
cial shall ensure that environmental documents
are provided to decision makers. (Ord. 371 §
11, 1994).

16.05.110 Timing of a decision on 
nonexempt action.

(1) For nonexempt actions, the procedural
requirements of SEPA, the SEPA rules and
this chapter shall be completed prior to the
town’s issuance of a license, permit, or other
approval, and prior to the town committing to
a particular course of action, or prior to the
town making a decision which would either
have adverse environmental impacts, or limit
the choice of reasonable alternatives.

(2) A final decision on a nonexempt action
for which a DNS has been issued or an EIS has
been required, shall not be made until after
expiration of the environmental appeal period
or if appealed, shall not be made until the deci-
sion of the appeal becomes final. (Ord. 371 §
12, 1994).

16.05.120 Authority to condition or deny 
proposals.

(1) The policies and goals set forth and ref-
erenced by this chapter are supplementary to
other zoning, land use, and regulatory ordi-
nances of the town.

(2) The town may attach conditions to a
permit or approval so long as:

(a) Such conditions are necessary to
mitigate probable significant adverse environ-
mental impacts identified in environmental
documents prepared pursuant to this ordi-
nance; and

(b) Such conditions are in writing; and
(c) The mitigation measures included in

such conditions are reasonable and capable of
being accomplished; and

(d) The town has considered whether
other local, state, or federal mitigation mea-
sures applicable to the proposal are sufficient
to mitigate the identified impacts; and

(e) Such conditions are based on one or
more policies, plans, rules or regulations des-
ignated in SCEMC 16.05.020 as a basis for the
exercise of substantive SEPA authority, and
cited in the license, permit, ordinance or other
decision document.

(3) All proposals to conduct activities hav-
ing a possible significant impact on environ-
mentally sensitive areas must identify the
environmentally sensitive areas affected and
make an estimate of the probable impact. The
town shall deny all requests for permits which
would result in activities degrading a wetland
or fish and wildlife habitat conservation area,
which would put people or property in posi-
tions of unacceptable risk with respect to
floods or geological hazards, which would
tend to aggravate a geologically hazardous
area, or which would harm critical recharging
areas for aquifers for potable water. The town
may, however, grant permits which include
mitigating measures if the mitigation measures
adequately protect the environmentally sensi-
tive area and people involved.

(4) The town may deny a permit or
approval for a proposal on the basis of SEPA
so long as:

(a) A finding is made that approval
would result in probable significant adverse
environmental impacts which are identified in
a final EIS prepared pursuant to this chapter;
and

(b) A finding is made that there are no
reasonable mitigation measures capable of
being accomplished which are sufficient to
make the identification impacts nonsignifi-
cant; and

(c) The denial is based on one or more
policies, plans, rules or regulations designated
in SCEMC 16.05.020 as a basis for the exer-
cise of substantive SEPA authority, and cited
in the license, permit, ordinance or other deci-
sion document.

(5) If the lead agency determines, after the
initial review of a project, that a proposed
action could not comply with adopted plans,
policies, rules or regulations, and where the
town has authority other than SEPA to deny
the proposal, the project can be denied outright
without making a threshold determination,
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which denial shall be in writing. Proposed
actions which are subsequently modified,
amended or deemed to be consistent with
adopted plans, policies, rules or regulations
shall not receive final approval until the pro-
posed action is in full compliance with SEPA,
the SEPA rules, and this chapter.

(6) Where the responsible official has
issued a mitigated DNS, the decision maker
shall not approve the proposal until:

(a) The proponent has modified the pro-
posal, either through modification of plans and
other application materials or through a sepa-
rate written instrument attached to the applica-
tion, such that the mitigating measures of the
mitigated DNS become part of the proposal; or

(b) The decision maker has incorporated
the mitigating measures of the mitigated DNS
into the license, permit, ordinance or other
approval; or

(c) A combination of subsections (a)
and (b) of this section.

(7) Where mitigating measures are agreed
to, or imposed, and where the proponent fails
to implement such mitigating measures, the
town shall have the authority to revoke any
permit, license, or other approval granted on
the basis of such mitigating measures. (Ord.
371 § 13, 1994).

16.05.130 Substantive authority.
The town adopts by reference the following

policies, plans, rules and regulations, as now
existing or as may subsequently be amended,
as a basis for the exercise of substantive
authority to approve, condition or deny pro-
posed actions under RCW 43.21C.060 of
SEPA:

(1) Town of South Cle Elum comprehen-
sive plan;

(2) Town of South Cle Elum zoning code;
(3) Town of South Cle Elum floodplain

ordinances;
(4) Town of South Cle Elum six-year street

plan; and
(5) State growth management legislation or

initiatives. (Ord. 371 § 14, 1994).

16.05.140 Town responsibilities as 
consulted agency.

In carrying out the town’s duties as a con-
sulted agency, the responsible official shall
request information from any department
potentially affected by or having expertise on
a proposal. Information timely received by the
responsible official in response to such request
shall be transmitted to the lead agency. The
responsible official may transmit such infor-
mation by forwarding copies of any depart-
ment responses, or by consolidating all depart-
ment responses into a single town response.
(Ord. 371 § 15, 1994).

16.05.150 Environmental appeals.
Any person aggrieved by a final threshold

determination of significance, final determina-
tion of nonsignificance, or inadequacy of a
final EIS may file an appeal with the town
council of the town of South Cle Elum. Appeal
of intermediate steps under SEPA (e.g., lead
agency determination, scoping, draft EIS ade-
quacy) shall not be allowed. (Ord. 371 § 16,
1994).

16.05.160 Time limitation on appeals.
A written notice of appeal identifying the

grounds for appeal must be filed with the town
clerk-treasurer within 10 working days of the
date considered final threshold determination
of significance, final determination of nonsig-
nificance, or final EIS. (Ord. 371 § 17, 1994).

16.05.170 Fee to accompany notice of 
appeal.

A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the writ-
ten notice of appeal and be filed within the
appeal period with the town clerk-treasurer.
No notice of appeal shall be accepted unless
accompanied by full payment of the filing fee.
This fee shall be utilized to cover publication
costs, mailing, and other costs directly associ-
ated with the appeal. (Ord. 371 § 18, 1994).

16.05.180 Notice of hearing. 
Notice of appeal, timely filed, shall be trans-

mitted by the town clerk-treasurer to the town
council and the SEPA responsible official. The
council shall determine the date, time, and
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place of a public hearing to consider the
appeal, and shall notify the parties thereof.
(Ord. 371 § 19, 1994).

16.05.190 Public hearing.
A public hearing upon appeal of a threshold

determination shall be conducted by the town
council. (Ord. 371 § 20, 1994).

16.05.200 Testimony – Recording.
All testimony taken at any public hearing

shall be taken under oath. The hearing shall be
recorded electronically. (Ord. 371 § 21, 1994).

16.05.210 Substantial weight – Burden of 
proof.

A threshold determination by the responsi-
ble official is entitled to substantial weight.
The burden shall be on the appellant to estab-
lish that the determination is in error. (Ord. 371
§ 22, 1994).

16.05.220 Decision of the town council.
Upon the basis of all of the information

received in public hearing, and all information
relied upon by the responsible official, the
town council shall prepare a written decision,
including findings of fact and conclusions.
(Ord. 371 § 23, 1994).

16.05.230 Dismissal of appeal.
The town council may summarily dismiss

an appeal without hearing, when such an
appeal is determined by the council to be with-
out merit on its face, frivolous, or brought
merely to impede a process or secure a delay.
(Ord. 371 § 24, 1994).

16.05.240 Superior court review – 
Limitations for appeal.

The decision of the town council on appeal
for a threshold determination may be appealed
to the superior court of Kittitas County within
30 days of the council’s decision. Such supe-
rior court review shall be conducted on the
record compiled by the town council, consis-
tent with other applicable law. (Ord. 371 § 25,
1994).

16.05.250 SEPA review policy and 
procedure for town of South Cle 
Elum growth management 
products. 

The following procedures and internal poli-
cies are hereby instituted for implementing the
State Environmental Policy Act on the various
growth management documents, plans and
other products. (Ord. 371 § 26, 1994).

16.05.260 Overall growth management 
environmental goals, policies and 
objectives.

(1) The Town of South Cle Elum will strive
to maintain the quality of the environment
through implementing the requirements of the
Growth Management Act.

(2) The town of South Cle Elum will meet
all substantive and procedural requirements of
the town’s SEPA ordinance, Chapters 43.21C
RCW and 197-11 WAC.

(3) It is the intent of the town to balance
development needs with preservation of the
town’s unique environment.

(4) The town of South Cle Elum will utilize
a high degree of citizen participation in the
growth management planning process which
shall be accurately conveyed throughout the
SEPA process.

(5) Through the environmental review pro-
cess, the town shall ensure internal consistency
within all comprehensive growth management
plans.

(6) Pursuant to the State Environmental
Policy Act, the town of South Cle Elum shall
review and analyze all potentially significant
adverse environmental impacts of various
growth management documents based on their
cumulative effect on the environment.

(7) All environmental information pro-
duced in the review process shall be as accu-
rate as possible which may create the need for
outside consultation. The town of South Cle
Elum considers accurate environmental infor-
mation essential in ensuring good decision
making.

(8) The environmental review process will
have particular emphasis upon the protection
of individual rights and the customs and cul-
tures of the region. (Ord. 371 § 27, 1994).
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16.05.270 SEPA procedures for growth 
management products.

(1) Through the development of various
growth management documents, the staff shall
facilitate adherence to the established SEPA
goals and objectives. This may be manifested
in direct staff facilitation, policy changes, pro-
cedure adjustments, and amendments to the
adoption process and public review period.

(2) At the completion of the planning pro-
cess for each growth management product, an
environmental checklist will be prepared by
the lead agency. Once the checklist is pre-
pared, it will be sent out for review and com-
ment prior to threshold determination. The
lead agency will allow sufficient time for all
agencies and parties of record to comment and
make suggestions for amendments related to
SEPA.

(3) Once all of the comments are received
according to the specified time period, the lead
agency shall analyze the submitted comments
for their substantive relationship to the town’s
SEPA goals and policies for growth manage-
ment. The lead agency shall change and amend
the checklist if it is decided the scope and
intent of the submitted comments warrant such
changes. These changes may include addi-
tional information in the checklist related to
either the human or physical environment. A
final threshold determination will not be made
until the lead agency can demonstrate that all
of the responding comments have been
addressed.

(4) When the lead agency has made a final
threshold determination, an automatic 15-day
comment period will commence. This com-
ment period is required for all growth manage-
ment documents regardless of whether
additional governmental approvals are neces-
sary. The circulation of the final threshold
determination will be the same as described in
subsection (2) of this section. All public notice
requirements will be met as stipulated in the
town of South Cle Elum SEPA ordinance and
WAC 197-11-510. (Ord. 371 § 28, 1994).

16.05.280 Expanded environmental 
checklist.

(1) The lead agency may determine after
the growth management planning process has
concluded that an expanded environmental
checklist is necessary. The expanded environ-
mental checklist shall be substantially the
same as the checklist described in WAC 197-
11-960 but contains much greater discussion
and a broader range of information. The format
for the expanded checklist will involve the
elaboration, either whole or in part, of certain
subsections of the checklist.

(2) In order to prepare the expanded check-
list, the lead agency shall consult with various
agencies, organizations and individuals having
specific environmental knowledge and exper-
tise. A SEPA review meeting may be con-
vened in order to coordinate and assemble all
available and pertinent environmental data.

(3) The expanded checklist and subsequent
processing of the threshold determination shall
be conducted in accordance with SCEMC
16.05.060. (Ord. 371 § 29, 1994).

16.05.290 Mitigated determination of 
nonsignificance – Management.

(1) A mitigated determination of nonsignif-
icance (MDNS) may be issued if the lead
agency feels specific mitigating measures are
needed to avoid significant adverse environ-
mental impacts, a result of growth manage-
ment actions and recommendations. Mitigat-
ing measures may be prescribed as a direct
response to submitted comments, concerns
and feedback identified through the threshold
determination process. Implementation will
occur through policy or ordinance revisions,
clarifications, text and/or procedure changes in
the record of decision prior to completing the
threshold determination.

(2) The mitigated determination of nonsig-
nificance will be issued and processed in the
same manner as stipulated in WAC 197-11-
350.

(3) Mitigating measures can be used to
commit to further analysis or study on any
given SEPA element. Further analysis may
include preparation of alternatives, additional



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 16.05.320

16-11

review or investigation of potential environ-
mental impacts of any portion of a particular
growth management product.

(4) The mitigation measures may serve as
standards in which subsequent growth man-
agement policies and regulations are created or
established. (Ord. 371 § 30, 1994).

16.05.300 Determination of significance – 
Growth management.

(1) If after completing the growth manage-
ment threshold determination process the lead
agency decides that a determination of signifi-
cance is warranted, a public notice will be
issued pursuant to WAC 197-11-360 and this
chapter.

(2) After the public notice is issued and
prior to scoping, the lead agency shall prepare
substantive findings of fact on why an environ-
mental impact statement (EIS) is needed. The
resulting findings may be used during scoping
to focus or concentrate on specific areas of the
EIS. The developed findings will be used to
substantiate the need for the EIS.

(3) Preparation of any EIS for growth man-
agement purposes may be produced as an inte-
grated programmatic approach to formulating,
completing, or revising any growth manage-
ment document or process. (Ord. 371 § 31,
1994).

16.05.310 Appeals on threshold 
determinations for growth 
management products.

(1) Should a private or public organization
or individual appeal the decision of the lead
agency to issue a determination of nonsignifi-
cance (DNS), the appellant shall also submit
written findings substantiating the need for an
EIS. The required findings shall be submitted
within 30 days of the filing of the appeal. The
appeal procedures on any DNS related to the
adoption of any growth management product
shall be processed and proceed in accordance
with this chapter. Appeals beyond the local
level prescribed in this chapter shall be within
the jurisdiction of the Eastern Washington
Growth Management Hearings Board.

(2) With any appeal of a DNS related to a
growth management product, the appellants
shall clearly and definitively demonstrate that
the adoption of the proposed growth manage-
ment document will have a significant adverse
environmental impact. This demonstration
shall be made to the responsible official of the
lead agency and to the town council and/or the
Eastern Washington Growth Management
Hearing Board. Such demonstration shall be
used to determine the appropriateness of the
appeal itself. (Ord. 371 § 32, 1994).

16.05.320 Copies to be available.
A copy of the Washington Administrative

Code adopted by reference shall be authenti-
cated and recorded by the town clerk-treasurer
and not less than one copy thereof shall be
available in the office of the town clerk-trea-
surer for use and examination by the public.
(Ord. 371 § 34, 1994).
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Chapter 16.10

CRITICAL AREAS

Sections:
16.10.005 Statutory authorization.
16.10.010 Purpose and objectives.
16.10.020 Definitions.
16.10.030 Lands to which this chapter 

applies.
16.10.040 Land use activities to which this 

chapter applies.
16.10.050 Exempt land use activities.
16.10.060 Identification of critical areas – 

Maps and reference materials.
16.10.070 Basis for protection of critical 

areas.
16.10.080 Interpretation of chapter and basis 

for designation of critical area.
16.10.090 Critical area protection permit 

required.
16.10.100 Application for critical area 

protection permits.
16.10.105 Critical areas report requirements.
16.10.110 Administrative agency.
16.10.120 Use of other data.
16.10.130 Appeal of critical area designation 

and other discretionary decisions.
16.10.140 Integration of critical areas 

protection requirements into the 
State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA).

16.10.150 Wetlands.
16.10.160 No net loss of wetland areas.
16.10.170 Buffer width requirements.
16.10.180 Wetland buffer ranges.
16.10.190 Administration of wetland buffer 

requirements.
16.10.200 Natural condition of wetland 

buffer.
16.10.210 Allowed uses in wetlands and 

wetland buffer areas.
16.10.220 Building setback lines from 

wetland buffers.
16.10.230 Wetland replacement ratios.
16.10.240 Conservation moneys.
16.10.250 Frequently flooded areas.
16.10.260 Town of South Cle Elum flood 

prevention ordinance.

16.10.270 No net loss of floodplain 
conveyance.

16.10.280 Geologically hazardous areas.
16.10.290 Town of South Cle Elum Uniform 

Building Code.
16.10.300 Areas requiring specialized 

engineering.
16.10.302 Geologic hazard report.
16.10.305 Uses prohibited in geologically 

hazardous areas.
16.10.310 Repealed.
16.10.320 Siting of structures on mine hazard 

areas.
16.10.330 Disposal of volcanic ash fallout.
16.10.340 Fish and wildlife habitat 

conservation areas.
16.10.350 Riparian habitats.
16.10.360 Priority species.
16.10.370 Habitats of local importance.
16.10.380 Species of local importance.
16.10.390 Conservation moneys.
16.10.400 Aquifer recharge areas.
16.10.410 Hazardous material.
16.10.420 Penalties.
16.10.430 Notice of violation.
16.10.440 Revocation of permits.
16.10.450 Warning and disclaimer of 

liability.

16.10.005 Statutory authorization.
The legislature of the State of Washington

has, in RCW 36.70A.060, mandated local gov-
ernments who plan under 36.70A.040 to adopt
development regulations to ensure the conser-
vation of agricultural, forest, mineral resource
lands and to adopt development regulations
protecting critical areas designated under
RCW 36.70A.170. (Ord. 374 § 1.05, 1995).

16.10.010 Purpose and objectives.
The purposes of this chapter are to protect

ecologically sensitive and hazardous areas as
identified in Chapter 7 of the town comprehen-
sive plan, maintain their functions and values
and allow for reasonable use of private prop-
erty. The regulations of this chapter are
intended to protect critical areas in accordance
with the Growth Management Act and the
application of best available science according
to WAC 365-195-900 through 365-195-925,
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and in consultation with state and federal agen-
cies and other qualified professionals. This
chapter is to be administered with flexibility
and attention to site-specific characteristics. It
is not the intent to make a parcel of property
unusable by denying its owner reasonable eco-
nomic use of the property. This chapter is
intended to promote the public health, safety
and welfare in specific areas by adopting pro-
visions designed to:

(1) Protect human life and health;
(2) Further the public’s interest in the con-

servation and wise use of land;
(3) Assure the long-term conservation of

critical areas;
(4) Protect critical areas;
(5) Classify and designate critical areas;
(6) Develop appropriate regulatory and

nonregulatory actions in response;
(7) Comply with the requirements of the

Growth Management Act, Chapter 36.70A
RCW. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C), 2013; Ord. 374 §
1.10, 1995).

16.10.020 Definitions.
(1) “Agriculture” is the grazing and water-

ing of livestock; plowing, seeding, cultivation,
harvesting for the production of crops and pas-
ture; soil and water conservation practices; the
maintenance of farm or stock ponds, irrigation
ditches, drainage ditches, underground drain-
age systems and farm roads, and the control of
noxious weeds.

(2) “Areas with a critical recharging effect
on aquifers used for potable water” include
areas where an aquifer which is an essential
source of drinking water is vulnerable to con-
tamination that would create a significant haz-
ard to public health.

(3) “Base flood” means the flood having a
one percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year.

(4) “Buffer” means an area which is an
integral part of the stream or wetland ecosys-
tem, or wildlife habitat. Buffers provide shad-
ing, input of organic debris, and other factors
of a successful environment. A natural vegeta-
tive buffer is essential to the protection of these
areas. Buffer also means an area which pro-

vides a margin of safety and necessary to min-
imize risk to public safety, health, welfare or
property.

(5) “Critical areas” include the following
areas and ecosystems: 

(a) Wetlands; 
(b) Areas with a critical recharging effect

on aquifers used for potable water; 
(c) Fish and wildlife habitat conservation

areas; 
(d) Frequently flooded areas; and 
(e) Geologically hazardous areas.

(6) “Development” is considered any
change in land use activity from its existing
use prior to adoption of this chapter, which
necessitates any town of South Cle Elum per-
mit or application.

(7) “Erosion” is the natural action to wear
away by the forces of water, wind, or glacial
ice.

(8) “Erosion hazard areas” are those geo-
logically hazardous areas containing soils
which may experience or have experienced a
severe to very severe surface erosion process.

(9) “Fish and wildlife habitat conservation
areas” include riparian habitat, priority spe-
cies, and habitats or species of local impor-
tance.

(10) “Flood or flooding” means a general
and temporary condition of partial or complete
inundation of normally dry land areas from: 

(a) The overflow of water; and/or
(b) The unusual and rapid accumulation

of runoff or surface water from any source.
(11) The “flood fringe” is the area between

the floodway and the boundary of the 100-year
floodplain. The flood fringe encompasses the
portion of the floodplain that could be com-
pletely obstructed without increasing the
water-surface elevation of the 100-year flood-
plain more than one foot at any point.

(12) The “flood protection elevation” is
considered under Chapter 15.10 SCEMC,
Flood Damage Prevention, to be one foot
above the base flood elevation.

(13) The “floodplain” means those lands or
areas which are subject to a one percent or
greater chance of flooding in any given year or
within the 100-year floodplain.
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(14) The “floodway” means the channel of
a river or other watercourse and the adjacent
land areas that must be reserved in order to dis-
charge the base flood without cumulatively
increasing the water surface elevation more
than one foot.

(15) “Frequently flooded areas” means the
100-year floodplain, which are lands subject to
a one percent or greater chance of flooding in
any given year.

(16) “Geologically hazardous areas” means
areas that because of their susceptibility to ero-
sion, sliding, earthquake, or other geological
event, are not suited to the siting of major com-
mercial, residential, or industrial development
consistent with public health or safety con-
cerns without proper engineering consider-
ation and design. The term commercial should
not be construed to include natural resource
activities.
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(17) “Groundwater” means all water that
exists beneath the land surface or beneath the
bed of any stream, lake or reservoir, or other
body of surface water, whatever may be the
geological formation or structure in which
such water stands, flows, percolates or other-
wise moves.

(18) “Landslide hazard areas” are geologi-
cally hazardous areas subject to severe risk of
landslide based on a combination of geologic,
topographic, and hydrologic factors, including
bedrock, soil, slope gradient, slope aspect,
geologic structure, groundwater, or other fac-
tors.

(19) “Mine hazard areas” are geologically
hazardous areas, directly underlain by, adja-
cent to, or affected by abandoned mine work-
ings such as edits, tunnels, ducts or air shafts
with the potential for creating large under-
ground voids susceptible to collapse.

(20) “Native vegetation” means plant spe-
cies which are indigenous to the area or loca-
tion in question.

(21) “Priority habitats” are fish and wildlife
habitat conservation areas that include a sea-
sonal range or habitat element with which a
priority species has a primary association, and
which, if altered, may reduce the likelihood
that the species will maintain and reproduce
over the long term.

(22) “Priority species” are those species
which the state of Washington, in Chapter 232-
12 WAC, has designated as endangered,
threatened, or sensitive. They are wildlife spe-
cies requiring protective measures for their
perpetuation due to their population status,
their sensitivity to habitat alteration, and/or
their recreational importance.

(23) “Riparian habitat” is an area adjacent
to rivers, streams or lakes that contains ele-
ments of both aquatic and terrestrial ecosys-
tems which mutually influence each other.

(24) “Seismic hazard areas” are geologi-
cally hazardous areas subject to risk of earth-
quake damage.

(25) “Slope” means the natural or graded
ground contour that forms a natural or artificial
incline.

(26) “Species of local importance” are spe-
cies that are of local concern because of their
population status or their sensitivity to habitat
manipulation.

(27) A “stream” is considered any natural
flowing water body which is not an irrigation
ditch or similar structure.

(28) “Volcanic hazard areas” are geologi-
cally hazardous areas that are subject to inun-
dation by pyroclastic flows, lava flows,
inundation by debris flows, mudflows, lahars,
or related flooding resulting from volcanic
activity.

(29) As defined in 36.70A.020 RCW, “wet-
land” or “wetlands” means areas that are inun-
dated or saturated by surface water or
groundwater at a frequency and duration suffi-
cient to support, and that under normal circum-
stances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil con-
ditions. Wetlands generally include swamps,
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do
not include those artificial wetlands intention-
ally created from nonwetland sites, including,
but not limited to, irrigation and drainage
ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention
facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm
ponds, and landscape amenities. However,
wetlands may include those artificial wetlands
intentionally created from nonwetland areas
created to mitigate conversion of wetland, if
permitted by the county or town.

(30) “Wetland replacement ratio” refers to
the act of providing on-site compensation or
mitigation for disturbed wetlands as a result of
development. The replacement ratio is the
amount of new wetland areas required for
those disturbed wetlands. The term is used in
SCEMC 16.10.440 in regards to restoration or
creation of wetlands equivalent to or greater
than those altered in order to compensate for
wetland loss. (Ord. 374 § 2, 1995).

16.10.030 Lands to which this chapter 
applies.

Those lands within the town of South Cle
Elum designated as critical areas according to
the town of South Cle Elum comprehensive
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plan, critical areas development ordinance,
and Chapter 36.70A RCW. (Ord. 374 § 3.05,
1995).

16.10.040 Land use activities to which this 
chapter applies.

The following land use activities shall be
subject to and coordinated with the following
requirements of this chapter:

(1) Any activity which is not exempt from
the a threshold determination under the State
Environmental Policy Act, as subject thresh-
old exemptions established in Chapter 16.05
SCEMC.

(2) Any activity which requires approval
through a public hearing process under local
ordinance.

(3) Building permits.
(4) Clearing, filling, grading, or draining

activities.
(5) Conversion of forest land to nonforest

land uses.
(6) Long plats.
(7) Replats.
(8) Rezones.
(9) Short plats.
(10) Shoreline substantial development

permits.
(11) Shoreline conditional uses.
(12) Shoreline variances.
(13) Zoning conditional use permits. (Ord.

374 § 3.10, 1995).

16.10.050 Exempt land use activities.
The following uses are exempt from the crit-

ical areas protection permit:
(1) Existing and ongoing agricultural activ-

ities.
(2) Existing and ongoing natural resource

activities.
(3) Activities involving artificially created

habitat, including but not limited to grass-lined
swales, irrigation structures and drainage
ditches, farm ponds, detention facilities such
as ponds, and landscape features, except for
wetlands or habitat areas created as mitigation.

(4) Forest practices regulated and con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 76.09 RCW and forest practice regu-

lations Title 222 WAC, and which are exempt
from town of South Cle Elum jurisdiction.

(5) Reconstruction as a result of destruction
by a natural disaster or disintegration over
time, maintenance, or remodeling of structures
provided that reconstruction, maintenance, or
remodeling does not involve an expansion of
facilities when the structures footprint is
located within a critical area and/or its buffer.
All activities shall comply with Chapter 15.10,
Flood Damage Prevention.

(6) Maintenance and repair of public or pri-
vate utility facilities.

(7) Educational activities, scientific re-
search, and outdoor recreational activities.

(8) Emergencies that threaten the public
health, safety and welfare. (Ord. 374 § 3.15,
1995).

16.10.060 Identification of critical areas – 
Maps and reference materials.

(1) Maps.
• Town of South Cle Elum Frequently 

Flooded Areas Map
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) FIRM and Flood-
way Maps*

• Town of South Cle Elum NWI Map
National Wetlands Inventory Maps*

• Town of South Cle Elum 4-Tiered 
Wetlands Rating Map

• Town of South Cle Elum Riparian 
Corridor Map
Washington State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Priority Habitats and 
Species Maps*

• Town of South Cle Elum Geologi-
cally Hazardous Areas Map
Washington State Department of Nat-
ural Resources Geologic Hazard 
Areas Maps*

• Town of South Cle Elum Soils Map
• Town of South Cle Elum Erosion 

Hazard Map
U.S.G.S. Landslide Activity and 
Slope Maps*

* source map
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(2) Manuals and Reference Materials.
• The Federal Manual for Identifying 

and Delineating Jurisdictional Wet-
lands (1989 Edition)

• Washington State Tier Wetlands Rat-
ing System

• U.S. Soil Survey’s National Soils 
Survey Interpretations Handbook

The critical areas maps are used as a general
guide to the location and extent of critical
areas. Critical areas indicated on the maps are
presumed to exist in or near the location shown
and are protected under all the provisions of
this chapter. These maps shall be amended
over time to accurately reflect changes in the
critical areas location. These maps are avail-
able for review in the Town Hall of South Cle
Elum. The critical areas maps are intended to
alert the development community, current and
prospective landowners of the potential
encounter with natural site constraints, which
may limit or cause alterations of development
plans. (Ord. 374 § 3.20, 1995).

16.10.070 Basis for protection of critical 
areas.

The basis for protection of Critical Areas is
contained in 36.70A.060(2) RCW, which
requires all cities to adopt development regula-
tions to protect such lands. These regulations
are to be reviewed when adopting comprehen-
sive plans under 36.70A.040 and 36.70A.120
RCW. (Ord. 374 § 3.25, 1995).

16.10.080 Interpretation of chapter and 
basis for designation of critical 
area.

The basis for interpretation of this chapter
and designation of critical areas shall be the
town of South Cle Elum comprehensive plan,
incorporated by reference. The town of South
Cle Elum comprehensive plan shall be used as
the primary guideline for critical area identifi-
cation. (Ord. 374 § 3.30, 1995).

16.10.090 Critical area protection permit 
required.

Critical area protection permit is required
before commencement of all land use activi-
ties within critical areas and their buffers, as

defined in SCEMC 16.10.040. These permits
shall be processed concurrently and issued
simultaneously with all other development
permits and approvals. The critical area pro-
tection permit approval shall contain the fol-
lowing:

(1) Name of individual or agency request-
ing permit;

(2) Date of approval action;
(3) Mailing address;
(4) Section, township, range and specific

lot location;
(5) Statement of use for the property;
(6) Statement of approval from South Cle

Elum;
(7) Conditions of approval;
(8) Provisions of the ordinance which

apply;
(9) Findings of the administrator;
(10) Statement of appeal procedures;
(11) Signature block for administrator.

(Ord. 374 § 3.35, 1995).

16.10.100 Application for critical area 
protection permits.

Applications for a critical area protection
permit shall be made on forms furnished by
town of South Cle Elum and may include, but
are not limited to, plans in duplicate drawn to
scale showing the nature, location, dimensions
and elevations of the area in question; existing
or proposed structures, amount of fill material,
drainage facilities, all significant natural fea-
tures and the location of the following, if appli-
cable:

As defined herein:
(1) The location of all wetlands;
(2) Erosion hazard areas;
(3) Floodplains, floodways;
(4) Fish and wildlife habitat conservation

areas;
(5) Geologically hazardous areas;
(6) Landslide hazard areas;
(7) Mine hazard areas;
(8) Seismic hazard areas;
(9) Streams, rivers, and other similar fea-

tures. (Ord. 374 § 3.40, 1995).
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16.10.105 Critical areas report 
requirements.

The following requirements shall be met by
a critical area report submitted with any devel-
opment application:

(1) The report must be prepared by a quali-
fied professional who has experience and
training in the pertinent scientific discipline
appropriate for the relevant critical areas sub-
ject in accordance with WAC 365-195-905(4);

(2) The report shall be based on best avail-
able science as defined by Chapter 365-195
WAC;

(3) The area addressed in the report shall
include the project area and all wetlands,
shoreline areas, water features, floodplains,
other critical areas and related buffers within
300 feet of the project area;

(4) Critical areas will be delineated and
their characteristics, quality and extent
defined, using current Eastern Washington rat-
ing system (Department of Ecology) and the
current federal delineation manual (U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers);

(5) Critical areas buffers shall be measured
from the delineated boundary;

(6) Any impacts to critical areas or their
buffers shall be defined and quantified; the
report shall contain a discussion of avoidance
and mitigation, utilizing mitigation sequenc-
ing, and why impacts cannot be avoided;

(7) Compensatory mitigation for impacts
that cannot be avoided shall be addressed in
the report;

(8) Recommendation for long-term moni-
toring of mitigation areas shall also be
included. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C), 2013).
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16.10.110 Administrative agency.
The town of South Cle Elum mayor or

his/her designee shall serve as the administra-
tor for this chapter. (Ord. 374 § 3.45, 1995).

16.10.120 Use of other data.
The administrator may consult with other

state, federal and private information sources,
to determine the presence of critical areas. The
use of other outside data and information
either by the administrator or the applicant to
verify or dispute the designation and existence
of critical areas on any property is permitted.
(Ord. 374 § 3.50, 1995).

16.10.130 Appeal of critical area 
designation and other 
discretionary decisions.

Appeals of the administrator’s decision of a
critical area designation or other acts of discre-
tionary decision making related to this chapter
may be brought to the town of South Cle Elum
council. Appeals must be filed with the town
of South Cle Elum no more than 10 working
days following the date of the written decision
of the administrator. The town council shall
hear appeals to the administrator’s decision at
a public meeting no later than the month fol-
lowing the filing of the appeal and issue a deci-
sion no more than 10 days from the meeting.
The town council’s decision shall be consid-
ered final and binding. (Ord. 374 § 3.55,
1995).

16.10.140 Integration of critical areas 
protection requirements into the 
State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA).

The administrator and the applicant are
encouraged to incorporate all buffers, required
replacement ratios and all other regulatory
requirements of critical areas protection into
the SEPA process. This is to provide a more
coordinated and consistent review of develop-
ment activities within critical areas. All condi-
tions of approval or other performance
standards contained herein may be incorpo-
rated in whole or in part to the project’s SEPA
threshold determination process. (Ord. 374 §
3.60, 1995).

16.10.150 Wetlands.
As described in the town of South Cle Elum

comprehensive plan, wetlands in town of
South Cle Elum are defined in four categories
based on the Washington State 4-Tiered Wet-
land Rating System: Category I (extreme high
value), Category II (high value), Category III
(average value), Category IV (less than aver-
age value). Wetlands have been identified and
are located in the Town of South Cle Elum 4-
Tiered Wetland Rating System Map and the
National Wetlands Inventory Map. (Ord. 374 §
4.00, 1995).

16.10.160 No net loss of wetland areas.
Town of South Cle Elum shall require a zero

net loss of wetlands acreage, functions and val-
ues and, if reasonably possible a gain of those
wetlands in the long term. (Ord. 374 § 4.05,
1995).

16.10.170 Buffer width requirements.
Wetland buffer requirements apply to all

land use activities listed in SCEMC 16.10.040.
All wetland buffers shall be measured from the
wetland boundary.

Category Size of Wetland (sq. ft.) Required Buffer
I any size 100 – 200 feet
II over 2,000 50 – 100 feet
III over 10,000 40 – 80 feet
IV over 10, 000 25 – 50 feet

(Ord. 374 § 4.10, 1995).

16.10.180 Wetland buffer ranges.
The wetland buffer ranges have been estab-

lished to reflect the impact of certain intense
land uses on wetland function and values. The
administrator shall base the buffer size on the
following criteria:

(1) The overall intensity of the proposed
use;

(2) The presence of the threatened, endan-
gered, or sensitive species;

(3) The site’s susceptibility to severe ero-
sion;
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(4) The use of a buffer enhancement plan
by the applicant which uses native vegetation
or other measures which will enhance the
functions and values of the wetland or buffer.
(Ord. 374 § 4.15, 1995).

16.10.190 Administration of wetland 
buffer requirements.

(1) Critical area buffers may be reduced or
expanded based on the findings and recom-
mendations of the critical areas report;

(2) Wetland buffers may be increased
based on the recommendations of the qualified
professional’s report;

(3) Wetland buffers may be reduced by up
to 25 percent in accordance with an approved
critical areas report and the best available sci-
ence on a case-by-case basis when it is deter-
mined that a smaller area is adequate to protect
the resource;

(4) Wetland buffer averaging may be uti-
lized based on the critical areas report where
the total area of the buffer is the same and the
reduction is not more than 50 percent of the
required buffer;

(5) Signs and fencing of wetlands may be
required as specified in the critical areas
report. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C), 2013; Ord. 374
§ 4.20, 1995).

16.10.200 Natural condition of wetland 
buffer.

Wetland buffer areas shall be retained in
their natural condition or may be improved to
enhance buffer functions and values. Where
buffer disturbance has occurred during con-
struction, revegetation with native vegetation
may be required. The town of South Cle Elum
nuisance ordinance shall be adhered to. (Ord.
374 § 4.25, 1995).

16.10.210 Allowed uses in wetlands and 
wetland buffer areas.

The following activities are allowed to
occur on wetland and wetland buffer areas:
nonmotorized outdoor recreational activities;
educational activities; existing and ongoing
agricultural activities; maintenance of existing
facilities, structures, ditches, roads, bridges
and other utility systems. Category III–IV wet-

lands may be used for secondary stormwater
management facilities having no reasonable
alternative on-site location; provided, there is
no significant adverse impact to the functions
and values of those wetlands. (Ord. 374 § 4.30,
1995).

16.10.220 Building setback lines from 
wetland buffers.

A building setback line common to a side
yard setback requirement of the applicable
zoning district is required from the edge of any
wetland buffer. Minor intrusions into the area
of the building setback may be allowed if the
administrator determines that such intrusions
will not negatively impact the wetland. The
setbacks shall be shown on all site plans sub-
mitted with the application. (Ord. 374 § 4.35,
1995).

16.10.230 Wetland replacement ratios.
Wetland replacement ratios are expressed in

gross area required for replacement. The actual
replacement, enhancement or rehabilitation of
wetlands shall be determined by the adminis-
trator and meet all applicable standards for
such. Replacement areas shall be determined
according to function, acreage, type, location,
time factors, ability to be self sustaining and
projected success. Wetland functions and val-
ues shall be calculated using the Washington
4-Tiered Wetland Rating System and by a
qualified wetland biologist. The following
replacement ratios are taken from the Wash-
ington State 4-Tier Wetlands Rating System
(Washington State Department of Ecology,
1990):

Category of Wetland Replacement Ratio
I 6:1
II { Forested 3:1

{ Nonforested 2:1
III 1.5:1
IV 1:1

(Ord. 374 § 4.40, 1995).

16.10.240 Conservation moneys.
Town of South Cle Elum shall examine the

feasibility of enhancement moneys for wet-
lands. These programs at a minimum should
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provide conservation moneys for wetland
enhancement, the exemption and/or a reduc-
tion of wetlands and their buffers from the
usual rate of local property tax, and a penalty
system for withdrawal. (Ord. 374 § 4.45,
1995).

16.10.250 Frequently flooded areas.
Frequently flooded areas means the 100-

year floodplain. These areas are identified on
the Town of South Cle Elum Frequently
Flooded Areas Map and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency FIRM and Flood-
way Maps. (Ord. 374 § 5.00, 1995).

16.10.260 Town of South Cle Elum flood 
prevention ordinance.

Town of South Cle Elum flood prevention
ordinance No. #285 is hereby adopted by ref-
erence as the development regulations for all
uses defined in said ordinance and in the town
of South Cle Elum comprehensive plan. (Ord.
374 § 5.05, 1995).

16.10.270 No net loss of floodplain 
conveyance.

A no net loss of floodplain storage concept
shall be incorporated in all new construction in
the Yakima River 100-year floodplain. A neg-
ligible loss of floodplain storage on these par-
cels should not exceed 10 cubic yards. If parcel
conditions are such that compliance with the
section is unreasonable, the administrator may
determine the extent to which a development
must comply. (Ord. 374 § 5.10, 1995).

16.10.280 Geologically hazardous areas.
Areas that are susceptible to one or more of

the following types of hazards are classified as
geologically hazardous areas: areas suscepti-
ble to erosion, landslide, earthquake, or other
geologic events such as coal mines or volcanic
hazard. These areas are identified on the Town
of South Cle Elum Geologically Hazardous
Areas Map; Washington State Department of
Natural Resources Geologic Hazard Areas
Maps; Washington State Department of Natu-
ral Resources Mine Hazard Area Maps; U.S.
Bureau of Land Management Mine Hazard
Area Maps; Town of South Cle Elum Soils

Map; Town of South Cle Elum Erosion Hazard
Map; U.S.G.S. Landslide Activity and Slope
Maps; Uniform Building Code Seismic Risk
Zone Maps. (Ord. 374 § 6.00, 1995).

16.10.290 Town of South Cle Elum 
Uniform Building Code.

The town of South Cle Elum adopted ver-
sion of the Uniform Building Code containing
provisions for geologically hazardous areas
shall apply to all areas identified as such under
the town of South Cle Elum comprehensive
plan. Those provisions under the adopted Uni-
form Building Code shall apply as develop-
ment regulations required under Chapter
36.70A RCW. (Ord. 374 § 6.05, 1995).

16.10.300 Areas requiring specialized 
engineering.

Areas identified as high risk erosion/land-
slide geologic hazard areas may require spe-
cialized engineering to ascertain the property
is suitable for development purposes. The
administrator of this title is authorized to
require such engineering. (Ord. 374 § 6.10,
1995).

16.10.302 Geologic hazard report.
For any construction within 25 feet of the

top or toe of any slope over 25 percent, a report
will be prepared by a qualified geotechnical
engineer or geologist, licensed in the state of
Washington, defining the extent of the geo-
logic hazard area, required minimum buffers,
and conditions for construction to assure pro-
tection of the critical area. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att.
C), 2013).

16.10.305 Uses prohibited in geologically 
hazardous areas.

(1) All activities such as mining, construc-
tion and logging along the entire length of the
slope.

(2) No building or land shall be used and no
building shall be constructed, altered or
enlarged on slopes in excess of 30 percent.
(Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C), 2013).
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16.10.310 Natural resource based 
activities.

Repealed by Ord. 539. (Ord. 374 § 6.15,
1995).

16.10.320 Siting of structures on mine 
hazard areas. 

Siting of structures on known mine hazard
areas should be avoided. (Ord. 374 § 6.20,
1995).

16.10.330 Disposal of volcanic ash fallout.
Manual disposal of volcanic ash fallout into

any bodies of water shall not be allowed. (Ord.
374 § 6.25, 1995).

16.10.340 Fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas.

Fish and wildlife habitat conservation
means land management for maintaining spe-
cies in stable habitats within natural geo-
graphic distribution so that isolated sub-
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populations are not created. Fish and wildlife
habitat conservation areas in the town of South
Cle Elum are defined as riparian habitats, pri-
ority species, and habitats and species of local
importance. These habitats and species are
identified on the Town of South Cle Elum
Riparian Corridor Map and the Washington
State Department of Wildlife Priority Habitat
and Species Map. (Ord. 374 § 7.00, 1995).

16.10.350 Riparian habitats.
(1) Riparian habitat is the riparian corridor

of the Yakima River. This habitat is identified
on the Town of South Cle Elum Riparian Cor-
ridor Map and the Washington State Depart-
ment of Wildlife Priority Habitat and Species
Map.

(2) Performance Standards for Riparian
Habitats. A 100- to 325-foot buffer from the
ordinary high water mark (OHWM) shall be
maintained to protect riparian vegetation and
travel corridors.

(a) Criteria for Buffer Ranges. The
riparian habitat buffer ranges on the Yakima
River have been established to reflect the
impact of certain intense land uses on riparian
habitat functions and values. The administra-
tor shall base a buffer size on the following cri-
teria:

(i) Overall intensity of the proposed
use;

(ii) The presence of a threatened,
endangered or sensitive species;

(iii) The shoreline’s susceptibility to
severe erosion, channel instability, or aggrad-
ing;

(iv) The presence of multiple chan-
nels or islands;

(v) Use by the applicant of a buffer
enhancement plan.

(b) Criteria for Buffer Averaging. The
administrator may average buffer widths on
riparian habitat buffers. Buffer width averag-
ing shall be allowed only where the applicant
demonstrates the following exist:

(i) That averaging is necessary to
avoid an extraordinary hardship to the appli-
cant caused by circumstances peculiar to the
property;

(ii) That the riparian habitat contains
variations in sensitivity due to existing physi-
cal characteristics;

(iii) That the proposed use would be
located adjacent to areas where buffer width is
reduced, and that such land uses are low in
impact;

(iv) That buffer width averaging will
not adversely impact riparian habitat functions
and values.

(c) Natural Condition of Riparian Habi-
tat Buffer. Riparian habitat buffer areas shall
be retained in their natural condition or may be
improved to enhance buffer functions and val-
ues. Where buffer disturbance has occurred
during construction, revegetation with native
vegetation may be required. Town of South
Cle Elum nuisance ordinance shall be adhered
to.

(d) Allowed Uses in the Riparian Corri-
dor and Buffer. Exempt land use activities;
activities deemed by the administrator to be
consistent with the purpose and function of the
habitat buffer and do not cause a significance
adverse impact to the habitat and its buffer
based on sensitivity of the habitat. (Ord. 374 §
7.05, 1995).

16.10.360 Priority species.
(1) Priority species are those species which

the state of Washington, in Chapter 232-12
WAC, has designated as endangered, threat-
ened, or sensitive. These species are identified
on the Town of South Cle Elum Riparian Cor-
ridor Map and the Washington State Depart-
ment of Wildlife Priority Habitat and Species
Map.

(2) Performance Standards for Areas with
Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Priority
Species – Area of Review. For an occurrence
of a threatened, endangered and sensitive pri-
ority species within a parcel boundary subject
to SCEMC 16.10.040, the applicant shall con-
sult with the Washington State Department of
Fish and Wildlife to determine if a site-specific
habitat management plan is necessary to pro-
tect this species. If necessary, the applicant
shall prepare a habitat management plan which
will protect that species’ habitat requirements.
The habitat management plan shall take guid-
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ance from the most current edition of the
Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife priority habitats and species manage-
ment guidelines. The habitat management plan
shall be subject to approval by the administra-
tor. (Ord. 374 § 7.10, 1995).

16.10.370 Habitats of local importance.
(1) These habitats should be identified and

nominated by residents of the town to the town
of South Cle Elum council.

(2) Performance Standards for Habitats of
Local Importance.

(a) Habitats of Local Importance Nomi-
nation Criteria.

(i) A seasonal range or habitat ele-
ment which if altered may reduce the likeli-
hood that the species will maintain or
reproduce over the long term; or

(ii) Area of high relative density or
species richness, breeding habitat, winter
range and/or movement corridors; or 

(iii) Habitat with limited availability
or high vulnerability to alteration.

(b) At the time of adoption of a habitat
of local importance, the town of South Cle
Elum shall also adopt performance standards
based on recommendation by appropriate state
agencies. (Ord. 374 § 7.15, 1995).

16.10.380 Species of local importance.
(1) These species should be identified and

nominated by residents of the town to the town
of South Cle Elum council.

(2) Performance Standards for Species of
Local Importance.

(a) Species of Local Importance Nomi-
nation Criteria.

(i) Concern due to population status;
or 

(ii) Sensitivity to habitat manipula-
tion.

(b) At the time of adoption of a species
of local importance, the town of South Cle
Elum shall also adopt performance standards
based on recommendation by appropriate state
agencies. (Ord. 374 § 7.20, 1995).

16.10.390 Conservation moneys.
Town of South Cle Elum shall examine the

feasibility of enhancement moneys for fish and
wildlife habitat conservation areas. These pro-
grams at a minimum should provide conserva-
tion moneys for habitat enhancement, the
exemption and/or reduction of habitats and
their buffers from the usual rate of local prop-
erty tax, and a penalty system for withdrawal.
Lastly, the programs should have a an element
for land owners who may volunteer to provide
fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas if
they are not required to do so, and receive ben-
efits as outlined in this proposal. (Ord. 374 §
7.25, 1995).

16.10.400 Aquifer recharge areas.
Most town of South Cle Elum critical aqui-

fer recharge locations are not specifically iden-
tified at this time. Details of the substructure of
aquifers are sometimes either difficult or
expensive to determine. The services of a pro-
fessional hydro-geologist are required to prop-
erly assess specific aquifer recharge risk areas
and design methods to minimize the risks to
potable water sources. Based on the suscepti-
bility and venerability matrix contained in the
town of South Cle Elum comprehensive plan,
aquifers and their susceptibility to contamina-
tion may be determined. Protection standards
may be required by the administrator to protect
from impacts of hazardous materials or con-
tamination. (Ord. 374 § 8.00, 1995).

16.10.410 Hazardous material.
Proposals falling under the provisions of

SCEMC 16.10.040 and which process, stock-
pile, store, receive, transport, discharge, or
produce any chemical or organic product
which may contaminate ground or surface
water shall submit a hazardous materials plan,
in consultation with the Kittitas County health
and solid waste departments. At a minimum,
the hazardous waste plan shall include:

(1) A description of operations and identify
hazardous materials which may be used with
the proposal;

(2) Description of how hazardous materials
will be handled on site;
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(3) Description of containment for hazard-
ous material;

(4) A site map showing the location of the
facility, property boundaries, locations of haz-
ardous materials, and other features of the site;

(5) Secondary containment for waste water,
fuels, and other materials deemed by the Kitti-
tas County health department, solid waste
department, and fire marshal to pose a signifi-
cant adverse impact on ground or surface
water;

(6) The use of monitoring to ensure that the
hazardous materials do not leak or contami-
nate ground or surface water;

(7) The use of settling ponds, restrictions
on off-site discharge, biofiltration or other
methods deemed by the Kittitas County health
and solid waste departments necessary to pre-
vent a significant adverse impact on ground or
surface water;

(8) Setbacks for materials considered by
Kittitas County health and solid waste depart-
ments to pose a significant adverse impact on
ground or surface water. (Ord. 374 § 8.05,
1995).

16.10.420 Penalties.
Any person who engages in work at a

project site within a critical area, and
(1) Fails to obtain critical area protection

permit or any other development permit or
authorization when required pursuant to this
chapter; or

(2) Fails to comply with any permit condi-
tion required pursuant to this chapter; shall be
guilty of a civil offense and may be fined a sum
not to exceed $1,000 for each offense. Each
day of site work in conjunction with any of the
above violations shall constitute a separate
offense. (Ord. 374 § 9.00, 1995).

16.10.430 Notice of violation.
In the event any person violates any of the

provisions of this chapter, the administrator
shall issue a notice of violation to be delivered
to the owner, operator, or to be conspicuously
posted at the site and order all work to cease
until authorized to proceed. Failure to comply
with the order to stop work shall be a gross
misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by a

minimum fine of $500.00 up to a maximum
fine of $1,000 or one year in jail, or both. (Ord.
374 § 9.05, 1995).

16.10.440 Revocation of permits. 
In addition to other penalties provided, the

town of South Cle Elum may suspend or
revoke a permit if it is found that the applicant
or permittee has not complied with any or all
of the conditions and limitations set forth in the
permit, has exceeded the scope of the work set
forth in the permit, or has failed to undertake
the project in the manner set forth in the
approved application. (Ord. 374 § 9.05, 1995).

16.10.450 Warning and disclaimer of 
liability.

The degree of hazard protection required by
this chapter is considered reasonable for man-
datory regulatory purposes under Chapter
36.70A RCW. Natural disasters can, and will,
occur on rare occasions. This title does not
imply that land outside the designated critical
areas or activities permitted within such areas
will be free from exposure or damage. This
chapter shall not create liability on the part of
the town of South Cle Elum, and officers or
employees thereof, for any damages that result
from reliance on this chapter or any adminis-
trative decision lawfully made hereunder.
(Ord. 374 § 10.00, 1995).
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Chapter 16.15

SHORELINES

Sections:
16.15.010 Adopted by reference.

16.15.010 Adopted by reference.
The shoreline master program approved

pursuant to Ordinance No. 620 is hereby
adopted by this reference and incorporated as
though fully set forth herein. A copy of the
shoreline master program, as amended, is on
file in the town offices. (Ord. 620 § 4, 2022;
Ord. 554 § 1, 2015).
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Title 17

ZONING

Chapters:
17.05 General Provisions
17.10 Definitions
17.15 Mixed Residential (MR)
17.20 Downtown Business District (DBD)
17.22 Historic Depot Commercial District (HDCD)
17.25 Light Industrial District (LID)
17.27 Gateway Zone (G)
17.30 One-Half Acre – Urban Residential (UR 1/2)
17.35 One to Five Acres – Urban Residential (UR1-5)
17.40 Over Five Acres – Urban Residential (UR5+)
17.45 Planned Unit Development (PUD)
17.50 Conditional Uses
17.52 Short-Term Residential Rentals
17.55 Variances
17.60 Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots
17.65 Repealed
17.70 Sign Code



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.05.080

17-2 (Revised 5/07)

Chapter 17.05

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:
17.05.010 Purpose.
17.05.020 Interpretation.
17.05.030 Applicability.
17.05.040 Validity.
17.05.050 Appeals to the town council.
17.05.060 Violations and penalties.
17.05.070 Building official.
17.05.080 Compliance with provisions.
17.05.090 Applications.
17.05.100 Permits and fees.
17.05.110 Public participation in 

amendments to comprehensive 
plan or development regulations.

17.05.010 Purpose.
The purpose of this title is to provide a basic

tool needed by the town to implement its com-
prehensive plan for long-range development,
to provide for safety, health and public welfare
and protection of life and property. (Ord. 361
§ 1, 1992).

17.05.020 Interpretation.
The provisions of this title shall be deemed

to be the minimum requirements for the pro-
motion of public health, safety, comfort, con-
venience and the general welfare. To the extent
that this title imposes greater restrictions than
other codes, rules or private agreements, the
provisions of this title shall govern. (Ord. 361
§ 2, 1992).

17.05.030 Applicability.
This title shall apply to all construction and

alteration within the town and to all buildings
and structures moved into or within the town,
on and after the effective date of the ordinance
codified in this title. (Ord. 361 § 4, 1992).

17.05.040 Validity.
If any part of this title be held invalid or

unconstitutional by a court, such decision shall
not affect the validity of the remainder of this
title. (Ord. 361 § 5, 1992).

17.05.050 Appeals to the town council.
Any interested citizen or builder may appeal

to the council pertaining to the granting or
denial of any permit, variance, conditional use
or suspension of any work. (Ord. 361 § 6,
1992).

17.05.060 Violations and penalties.
Any person, firm or corporation judged

guilty of violating, disobeying, omitting,
neglecting or refusing to comply with the pro-
visions of this title shall be fined in a sum not
to exceed $5,000. (Ord. 361 § 7, 1992).

17.05.070 Building official. 
The town building official shall be that per-

son designated by motion or resolution of the
council. The building official shall inspect all
buildings or structures during construction or
moving to see that the provisions of the law
and ordinances are complied with and that
construction is prosecuted safely. Whenever in
his opinion, by reason of defective or illegal
work there is a violation of any code or ordi-
nance contrary to public welfare, he may order
all further work to be stopped and may require
suspension of work until the condition in vio-
lation has been remedied. (Ord. 361 § 8, 1992).

17.05.080 Compliance with provisions.
(1) Compliance. No structure or lot shall

hereafter be used or occupied and no structure
or part thereof shall be erected, moved, recon-
structed, extended, enlarged or altered except
in compliance with the provisions of this title
or with approval, a variance or conditional use
permit from the council.

(2) Maintenance of Minimum Ordinance
Requirements. No lot area, yard or other open
space existing on or after the effective date of
the ordinance codified in this title shall be
reduced in area, dimension or size, nor shall
any lot area, yard or other open space which is
required by this title for one use, be used as the
lot area, yard or other open space requirement
for any other use without approval, a variance
or conditional use permit from the council.
(Ord. 361 § 9, 1992).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.05.100

17-3 (Revised 2/23)

17.05.090 Applications.
The council shall prescribe the form for

applications for variances and conditional use
permits. When an application for rezoning,
variance or conditional use permit has been
rejected, the council shall not be obliged to
hear the same application, or substantially the
same application, more often than once each
six months. (Ord. 361 § 10, 1992).

17.05.100 Permits and fees.
(1) Permits. Any use authorized by permit,

variance or conditional use granted under this
title shall become null and void unless com-
menced within one year of the date issued or
such time period as may be specified by condi-
tions therein. No building or structure shall be
built, enlarged, altered or moved without a per-
mit from the town building official, who may
require a plan of the proposed work, together
with a statement of the materials to be used.
Applications for building permits shall be sub-
mitted, along with the permit fee, to the town
clerk-treasurer. Any permit, variance or condi-
tional use may be revoked on any one or more
of the following grounds:

(a) Approval of the permit, variance or
conditional use was obtained by fraud or mis-
representation.

(b) The use for which such approval was
granted was obtained by fraud or misrepresen-
tation. 

(c) The use for which approval was
granted has ceased for at least six months.

(d) The permit, variance or conditional
use for which approval was granted is being
exercised in violation of the terms or condi-
tions of the permit, variance or conditional use
or in violation of any law or applicable regula-
tions.

(e) The use for which approval is
granted is detrimental to public health.

(2) Revocation of Permits. Permits and
variances may be revoked by the council after
a public hearing or by the building official.

(3) Continuation of Permits. Permits and
variances granted prior to the adoption of this
title shall be continued so long as other appli-
cable code requirements are met.

(4) Conditional Use Permits. Conditional
use permits will be reviewed by the council
yearly before reissuing town business licenses.

(5) Fees. The town council is authorized to
adopt and establish a fee schedule by resolu-
tion for town costs in reviewing and process-
ing all permit applications covered by this
chapter. In addition, all development permit
applicants shall be responsible for reimbursing
the town for consultant costs incurred by the
town in review development permits as stated
in subsection (7) of this section.

(6) Notwithstanding any provisions herein
to the contrary, signs proposed by any local,
state, federal or other governmental agency for
placement within the town for governmental
purposes shall be a use authorized in all zoning
districts within the town by permit issued by
the town council following review and condi-
tioning of any proposed sign on a case-by-case
basis.

(7) Costs for planning, engineering, legal
(including town attorney services) or other
professional services, which services are per-
formed by an independent contractor for the
town for the processing and/or review of a
development permit application, shall be reim-
bursed by the applicant in addition to the basic
permit fee. The applicant shall be responsible
for reimbursement of costs plus a 10 percent
administrative fee. In addition, any consultant
costs incurred in permit inspection services
shall also be borne by the applicant. Consultant
costs shall only be reimbursable to the extent
that they exceed costs already factored into the
basic permit fee.

(a) The applicant may request that the
town clerk or other town staff person desig-
nated by the mayor estimate the costs the town
will incur in the review of the application.

(b) Reimbursements made by the appli-
cant to the town shall be due within 21 days of
the town’s delivery of an invoice to the appli-
cant unless an alternate payment schedule is
agreed to in writing by the town clerk and the
applicant. No permits shall be issued, approv-
als of any type made, or any review conducted
on the application until the fee is paid.

(c) Permit processing shall be sus-
pended during any delinquency period and no
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permits shall be issued until all sums due under
this section are fully paid. (Ord. 631 §§ 1, 2,
2022; Ord. 469 Exh. A, 2006; Ord. 458 § 1,
2005; Ord. 361 § 11, 1992).

17.05.110 Public participation in 
amendments to comprehensive 
plan or development regulations.

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is
to establish an annual process for persons to
propose amendments to the county’s compre-
hensive plan adopted pursuant to the Growth
Management Act, Chapter 36.70A RCW, and
to the town’s development regulations. The
procedures in this chapter are not a substitute
for the town’s land use permitting procedures.

(2) Town Council Determination on
Annual Review. Each year, the town council
will determine whether a review of the com-
prehensive plan, comprehensive plan map,
zoning map and/or development regulations is
necessary and if so, will establish by resolution
a schedule and public participation program to
involve the public in the review and update of
the town’s comprehensive plan and/or devel-
opment regulations. Included in the resolution
will be the town’s proposed comprehensive
plan or development regulation amendments
and the procedure by which the public may
propose amendments. The process shall pro-
vide for broad dissemination of proposals and
alternatives, opportunity for written comment,
public meetings after effective public notice,
open discussion and consideration and
response to public comments. At a minimum,
notice of the resolution shall be given by pub-
lication in the official town newspaper on the
first available date following adoption. If the
council determines not to conduct an annual
review, it will state the reason for its decision.
Nothing in this chapter shall preclude the
council from enacting emergency amendments
to the comprehensive plan or amending the
development regulations more than once per
year.

(3) Concurrent Consideration of Plan
Amendments. All proposed amendments to
the comprehensive plan shall be considered
concurrently so that the cumulative effect of
the amendments can be determined.

(4) Consistency Requirements. All amend-
ments to the comprehensive plan shall be con-
sistent with the Growth Management Act, the
Kittitas County-wide planning policy and the
remaining provisions of the comprehensive
plan. Any amendments to development regula-
tions shall be consistent with the comprehen-
sive plan. (Ord. 469 Exh. A, 2006).
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Chapter 17.10

DEFINITIONS

Sections:
17.10.005 Generally.
17.10.010 Alley.
17.10.020 Apartment.
17.10.030 Apartment hotel.
17.10.040 Area, building.
17.10.050 Area, gross building, or area, gross 

floor.
17.10.060 Boarding house.
17.10.070 Building.
17.10.080 Building, accessory.
17.10.090 Building, nonconforming.
17.10.100 Building, principal.
17.10.110 Carport.
17.10.120 Clinic.
17.10.130 Commission.
17.10.140 Comprehensive plan.
17.10.145 Containers.
17.10.150 Council.
17.10.160 Day care home.
17.10.170 Density.
17.10.175 Drinking establishment. 
17.10.180 Driveway.
17.10.190 Dwelling, duplex.
17.10.200 Dwelling, multiple.
17.10.210 Dwelling unit.
17.10.220 Family.
17.10.230 Floor area ratio.
17.10.240 Garage.
17.10.250 Greenbelt.
17.10.260 Guest house.
17.10.270 Height of building.
17.10.280 Home occupation.
17.10.290 Hotel.
17.10.300 Junkyard.
17.10.310 Kennel.
17.10.320 Lot.
17.10.330 Lot, corner.
17.10.340 Lot coverage.
17.10.350 Lot line, front.
17.10.360 Lot, interior.
17.10.370 Lot line, rear.
17.10.380 Lot line, side.
17.10.390 Lot, through.
17.10.400 Lot width.
17.10.410 Mobile home.

17.10.420 Mobile home park.
17.10.430 Motel.
17.10.440 Parking.
17.10.450 Parking space.
17.10.460 Planned unit development (PUD).
17.10.470 Professional office.
17.10.480 Recreational vehicle.
17.10.490 Street.
17.10.500 Structure.
17.10.510 Trailer.
17.10.520 Trailer park.
17.10.530 Use.
17.10.540 Use, conditional.
17.10.550 Use, nonconforming.
17.10.560 Use, principal.
17.10.570 Variance.
17.10.580 Vehicle.
17.10.590 Vehicle storage.
17.10.600 Yard.
17.10.610 Yard, front.
17.10.620 Yard, rear.
17.10.630 Yard, side.
17.10.640 Zone.
17.10.650 Zoning district.
17.10.660 Zoning map.

17.10.005 Generally.
Certain words and terms used in this title are

defined in this chapter. Words not defined
shall be presumed to have common and uni-
versally accepted dictionary meanings. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.010 Alley.
“Alley” means a public thoroughfare or a

private way which is permanently reserved,
serving as a secondary means of access to
abutting property. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.020 Apartment.
“Apartment” means a room or suite of

rooms comprising part of a building which
contains living, cooking, sleeping and bath-
room facilities and is suitable for occupancy
by one family. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.030 Apartment hotel.
“Apartment hotel” means a hotel intended

for occupancy by nontransient guests and con-
taining apartments which can be occupied with
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or without customary hotel service. (Ord. 361
§ 3, 1992).

17.10.040 Area, building.
“Building area” means the area encom-

passed within the walls of a building. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.050 Area, gross building, or area, 
gross floor.

“Gross building area or gross floor area”
means the total area of all floors within the
walls of a building. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.060 Boarding house.
“Boarding house” means a dwelling in

which sleeping rooms are furnished and meals
are provided for compensation to nontransient
guests. The terms “rooming house” and “lodg-
ing house” are synonymous, for the purposes
of the title, with “boarding house.” (Ord. 361 §
3, 1992).

17.10.070 Building.
“Building” means a structure having walls

and a roof and used to shelter people, animals
or property of any kind. Mobile homes, trailers
and similar structures designed for transporta-
tion, after fabrication, on streets and highways
on its own wheels or on flat bed or other trail-
ers, and arriving at the site where it is to be
occupied, complete and ready for occupancy
except for minor and incidental unpacking and
assembly operations, location on jacks or other
foundations or permanent foundations, con-
nection to utilities and the like are not to be
considered “buildings” within the scope of this
definition. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.080 Building, accessory.
“Accessory building” means a building of

secondary importance on a lot, such as a
garage or shed. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.090 Building, nonconforming.
“Nonconforming building” means a build-

ing which was lawfully designed and con-
structed prior to the adoption of this title, but
which does not conform to present regulations
of this title. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.100 Building, principal.
“Principal building” means a building

which contains the primary use of the lot on
which it is located. There is only one principal
building on any lot. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.110 Carport.
“Carport” means a covered shelter for one

or more automobiles which is open on at least
two sides. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.120 Clinic.
“Clinic” means a building in which medical

or dental services are provided for treatment of
human outpatients. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.130 Commission.
“Commission” means the planning commis-

sion of the town. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.140 Comprehensive plan.
“Comprehensive plan” means the policies

and proposals prepared by a consultant in con-
junction with the commission and adopted by
the council, to guide the physical development
of the town, to facilitate coordination of town
programs and services and to promote general
welfare. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.145 Containers.
“Containers” includes standardized reusable

vessels, referred to and referenced in this chap-
ter, for regulatory purposes, as intermodal
shipping containers, that were designed for
packing, shipping, movement or transportation
of freight, articles, goods; and/or originally
designed for or capable of being mounted or
moved by rail, truck or ship by means of being
mounted on chassis or similar transport device.
(Ord. 627 § 1, 2022).

17.10.150 Council.
“Council” means the council of the town.

(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.160 Day care home.
“Day care home” means a dwelling,

licensed by the Washington State Department
of Social and Health Services, in which care to
children is provided. The provider may have
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on the premises at any one time six children,
birth through 11 years; or when an assistant is
present eight children birth through 11 years of
age. (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.170 Density.
(1) Low density: 20,000 square feet.
(2) Medium density: 10,000 square feet.
(3) High density: 5,000 square feet. (Ord.

379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.175 Drinking establishment.
“Drinking establishment” means an estab-

lishment, other than a restaurant, licensed to
sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on
premises; that limits patronage to adults of
legal age for the consumption of alcohol; in
which limited food service may be accessory
to the service of alcohol. Drinking establish-
ments may include but are not limited to tav-
erns, saloons, bars, pubs, or cocktail lounges.
(Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.10.310

17-6

17.10.180 Driveway.
“Driveway” means that area of any property

designed for vehicular ingress and egress to
and from such property, including any such
area as shall have been prepared for the park-
ing or storage of vehicles or recreational vehi-
cles as defined in this title. (Ord. 361 § 3,
1992).

17.10.190 Dwelling, duplex.
“Duplex dwelling” means a building con-

taining two dwelling units, constructed side by
side or superimposed. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.200 Dwelling, multiple.
“Multiple dwelling” means a building con-

taining three or more dwelling units. See
“Apartment building.” (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.210 Dwelling unit.
“Dwelling unit” means a suite of one or

more rooms containing sleeping, bathing and
kitchen facilities for occupancy by one family.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.220 Family.
“Family” means one or more persons who

live in one dwelling unit and maintain one
household. Any number of such persons,
related by blood or marriage, constitutes a
family. However, not more than five such per-
sons, when not related by blood or marriage,
constitutes a family. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.230 Floor area ratio.
“Floor area ratio” means the gross floor area

of a building divided by the area of its lot.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.240 Garage.
“Garage” means an enclosed shelter for

automobiles. A private garage is an accessory
use reserved to occupants of the principal
building. A public garage is available to the
public for parking, purchase of automotive
products and minor servicing such as lubrica-
tion, washing and tire changing. (Ord. 361 § 3,
1992).

17.10.250 Greenbelt.
“Greenbelt” means a cultivated screen to

create permanent visual separation between
dissimilar land uses. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.260 Guest house.
“Guest house” means a sleeping room with

or without bathroom facilities, but not allow-
ing kitchen facilities. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.270 Height of building.
“Height of building” means the vertical dis-

tance from the grade to:
(1) The highest point of the coping of a flat

roof;
(2) The highest point of a mansard roof;
(3) The ridge of a gabled or tripped roof.

(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.280 Home occupation.
“Home occupation” means a business car-

ried on within a dwelling unit by a member of
the occupying family, which is secondary to
the residential use of the unit and does not
affect its external appearance. The term
includes businesses which generate little traf-
fic or noise. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.290 Hotel.
“Hotel” means a building containing not

less than six sleeping rooms, together with
bathing facilities for paying guests. A hotel
may include rooms for dining, meetings,
shops, recreation and other purposes. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.300 Junkyard.
“Junkyard” means a place where odds and

ends, waste, discarded or salvaged materials
are brought, sold, exchanged or handled. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.310 Kennel.
“Kennel” means a place where three or

more adult dogs or other tamed animals are
kept. A private kennel is maintained by the
owner of the animals for use and enjoyment. A
commercial kennel is maintained to board,
breed or treat the animals for profit. (Ord. 361
§ 3, 1992).
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17.10.320 Lot.
“Lot” means a parcel of land described by

reference to a recorded plat, metes and bounds,
section, township and range. Two or more lots
under one ownership and developed as a single
unit of property are, for the purposes of this
title, one lot. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.330 Lot, corner.
“Corner lot” means a lot which has frontage

on two intersecting streets, other than an alley,
at their intersection. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.340 Lot coverage.
“Lot coverage” means that portion of a lot

covered by buildings, and expressed as a per-
centage of the total area of the lot. (Ord. 361 §
3, 1992).

17.10.350 Lot line, front.
“Front lot line” means the property line sep-

arating the lot from the street other than an
alley. In the case of a corner lot, the shortest
property line along a street, other than an alley.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.360 Lot, interior.
“Interior lot” means any lot other than a cor-

ner lot. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.370 Lot line, rear.
“Rear lot line” means a property line which

is opposite and most distant from the front lot
line. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.380 Lot line, side.
“Side lot line” means any property line not a

front or rear lot line. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.390 Lot, through.
“Through lot” means a lot with frontage on

two streets, parallel or nearly parallel. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.400 Lot width.
“Lot width” means the average horizontal

distance between the side lot lines, ordinarily
measured at the front building line and perpen-
dicular to the lot depth. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.410 Mobile home.
“Mobile home” means a manufactured or

factory-built home, portable structures
mounted on or designed for mounting on
wheels or transported by trailer, or a trailer,
used for residential purposes and having at
least 1,000 square feet of enclosed living area.
(Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.420 Mobile home park.
“Mobile home park” means a tract of lard,

developed and operated as a unit, with lots,
roads, utilities, recreational areas and facili-
ties, to accommodate mobile homes on an
extended rental basis. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.430 Motel.
“Motel” means a hotel designed for automo-

tive transients and providing parking space for
each guest in close proximity to bedroom or
suite. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.440 Parking.
“Parking” means the stationary placement

of any vehicle for a continuous period of less
than 72 hours. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.450 Parking space.
“Parking space” means an off-street, hard-

surfaced area at least eight and one-half feet
wide and 20 feet long and with easy access to
such street for the parking of one automobile.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.460 Planned unit development 
(PUD). 

“Planned unit development (PUD)” means
an orderly grouping of dwellings, open space
and recreational facilities and business uses so
planned as to provide a coordinated living
environment. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.470 Professional office.
“Professional office” means a building in

which services are offered for profit by doc-
tors, dentists, lawyers, architects, engineers,
accountants or persons engaged in other simi-
lar occupations. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).
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17.10.480 Recreational vehicle.
“Recreational vehicle” means a licensable

vehicle, self-propelled or otherwise, designed
to temporarily shelter persons, which vehicle
is not more than eight feet in width. This
includes, but is not limited to, travel trailers,
motor homes, campers and buses. (Ord. 361 §
3, 1992).

17.10.490 Street.
“Street” means a public right-of-way for

roadway, sidewalk and utility installation.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.500 Structure.
“Structure” means anything constructed or

erected with a fixed location on the ground, or
attached to something having a fixed location
on the ground. Structures include buildings,
mobile homes, walls and fences. (Ord. 361 § 3,
1992).

17.10.510 Trailer.
“Trailer” means:
(1) A vehicle designed for short-term living

and small enough to be towed by a standard
automobile. (This term is frequently misused
to denote a mobile home.)

(2) A vehicle designed to transport animals
or property of any kind when towed by an
automobile or truck. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.520 Trailer park.
“Trailer park” means a tract of land with

easy access to highways developed as a unit
with lots, roads and utilities to accommodate
travel trailers, campers and similar vehicles on
a short-term rental basis. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.530 Use.
“Use” means a classification of purpose to

which lands may be put or for which a building
is designed. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.540 Use, conditional.
“Conditional use” means an exceptional use

of land authorized by the council subject to
special conditions of use laid down by the
council. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.550 Use, nonconforming.
“Nonconforming use” means a use of land

or building which was being lawfully con-
ducted prior to the adoption of this title, but
which does not conform to present regulations
of this title in respect to uses now permitted.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.560 Use, principal.
“Principal use” means the primary use of a

lot of which there is only one per lot. (Ord. 361
§ 3, 1992).

17.10.570 Variance.
“Variance” means an exception to the regu-

lations of this title, requested by a property
owner and granted by the council. (Ord. 361 §
3, 1992).

17.10.580 Vehicle.
“Vehicle” means every device capable of

being moved on a public highway and in, upon
or by which any persons or property is or may
be transported or drawn upon a public high-
way. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.590 Vehicle storage.
“Vehicle storage” means the stationary

placement of any vehicle or recreational vehi-
cle for a continuous period in excess of 72
hours. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.600 Yard.
“Yard” means open space on a lot which

surrounds the principal building and is subdi-
vided into front, rear and side yards whose
minimum widths are regulated to prevent
overcrowding of the land. (Ord. 361 § 3,
1992).

17.10.610 Yard, front.
“Front yard” means that part of the yard

which lies between the front lot line, the side
lot lines and the front line of the principal
building. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).
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17.10.620 Yard, rear.
“Rear yard” means that part of the yard

which lies between the rear lot line, the side lot
lines and the rear line of the principal building.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.630 Yard, side.
“Side yard” means that part of the yard

which lies between a side lot line, the rear lot
line of the front yard, the side line of the prin-
cipal building and the front line of the rear
yard. There are two such side yards. (Ord. 361
§ 3, 1992).

17.10.640 Zone.
“Zone” means one of the classifications of

permitted use into which the land area of the
town is divided such as mixed residential, cen-
tral business district and light industrial. (Ord.
361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.650 Zoning district. 
“Zoning district” means a part of a zone,

shown on the zoning map, with specific
boundaries and designation of its zoning clas-
sification. (Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

17.10.660 Zoning map.
“Zoning map” means the official map which

illustrates and delineates boundaries of the
various zoning districts. The zoning map is on
file in the office of the town clerk-treasurer.
(Ord. 361 § 3, 1992).

Chapter 17.15

MIXED RESIDENTIAL (MR)

Sections:
17.15.010 Principal uses.
17.15.020 Secondary uses.
17.15.030 Conditional uses.
17.15.040 Minimum lot size.
17.15.045 Location criteria for duplexes.
17.15.050 Maximum lot coverage.
17.15.060 Minimum open space.
17.15.070 Maximum height.
17.15.080 Setbacks.
17.15.090 Requirement to connect to town 

water and sewer systems.
17.15.100 Parking.
17.15.110 Protection of critical areas.
17.15.120 Shoreline permits.
17.15.130 Outdoor lighting.
17.15.140 Binding site planning.

17.15.010 Principal uses.
(1) Single-family dwelling unit.
(2) Duplex dwelling unit. (Ord. 539 § 1

(Att. A), 2013; Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.020 Secondary uses.
(1) Accessory buildings. (Ord. 361 § 12,

1992).

17.15.030 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the council:
(1) Bed and breakfast rooms and inns.
(2) Boarding houses.
(3) Churches (new churches and additions

exceeding 30 percent of the existing floor
space).

(4) Day care centers.
(5) Factory-built housing in compliance

with Chapter 15.15 SCEMC.
(6) Foster and/or group homes.
(7) Home occupations.
(8) Nursery, greenhouse.
(9) Public facilities.
(10) Radio transmitting and satellite signal

receiving antennas over 3.28 feet in diameter.



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.15.130

17-10 (Revised 2/23)

(11) Containers/units that are located on a
site for more than six months. (Ord. 627 § 2,
2022; Ord. 539 § 1 (Att. A), 2013; Ord. 379,
1995; Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.040 Minimum lot size.
(1) Single-family dwelling lots shall have a

minimum of 6,000 square feet.
(2) Duplex lots shall have a minimum of

10,000 square feet and are subject to location
criteria in SCEMC 17.15.045. (Ord. 539 § 1
(Att. A), 2013; Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.045 Location criteria for duplexes.
No more than one duplex shall be built on a

block face. (Ord. 539 § 1 (Att. A), 2013).

17.15.050 Maximum lot coverage.
Single-family and duplex dwelling units

shall not exceed 35 percent of the lot area.
(Ord. 539 § 1 (Att. A), 2013; Ord. 361 § 12,
1992).

17.15.060 Minimum open space.
Single-family and duplex dwelling units

shall maintain a minimum of 40 percent of the
lot area as open space, free of structures or
buildings. (Ord. 539 § 1 (Att. A), 2013; Ord.
361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.070 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high, and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 361 § 12,
1992).

17.15.080 Setbacks.
(1) Street or front: 20 feet.
(2) Side yard: five feet.
(3) Rear yard: 20 feet.
(4) Corner Lot. Where a property sideline

abuts a street, the building shall be no less than
15 feet distant from such side line.

(5) Accessory buildings in the rear yard
shall not be less than five feet distant from the
rear and side property lines. 

(6) The projection of any structures or
appendages shall be the distance measured
horizontally from the property line to the out-
ermost point of projection. (Ord. 379, 1995;
Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.090 Requirement to connect to town 
water and sewer systems.

All development is required to be served by
the town’s public water system and sewage
system. (Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.100 Parking.
All single-family and duplex dwellings shall

provide two off-street parking spaces per each
residence or dwelling unit. (Ord. 539 § 1 (Att.
A), 2013; Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.110 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.120 Shoreline permits.
Required for development along the

Yakima River within the jurisdictional bound-
aries of the town of South Cle Elum. (Ord. 361
§ 12, 1992).

17.15.130 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property.

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors.
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(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 12, 1992).

17.15.140 Binding site planning.
A binding site plan is required for all resi-

dential development and shall include:
(1) All information required on a prelimi-

nary plat.
(2) The location of all proposed structures,

with detailed plot plan including all setbacks.
(3) Schematic plans and elevations of pro-

posed buildings and accessory structures.
(Ord. 379, 1995).

Chapter 17.20

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
DISTRICT (DBD)

Sections:
17.20.010 Principal uses.
17.20.015 Conditional uses.
17.20.020 Minimum lot size.
17.20.030 Maximum lot coverage.
17.20.040 Maximum height.
17.20.050 Setbacks.
17.20.060 Requirement to connect to town 

water and sewer systems.
17.20.070 Parking.
17.20.080 Loading space requirements.
17.20.090 Parking for the handicapped.
17.20.100 Barrier free access.
17.20.110 Binding site plan.
17.20.120 Protection of critical areas.
17.20.130 Outdoor lighting.

17.20.010 Principal uses.
(1) Bank or similar financial institution.
(2) Bed and breakfast room and inn.
(3) Church.
(4) Club, lodge, fraternal organization,

grange hall or similar use.
(5) Establishment offering personal ser-

vices, such as barber and beauty shops, dress-
making and tailoring, cleaning and pressing,
coin-operated laundry and cleaning.

(6) Home occupation.
(7) Hotel or motel.
(8) Locksmith.
(9) Medical-dental clinic.
(10) Newspaper, printing or lithographing

establishment.
(11) Nursery, greenhouse.
(12) Nursing home, retirement home, rest

home, convalescent home or similar use.
(13) Private library, art gallery, museum or

similar use.
(14) Professional and business office.
(15) Public facilities and public utility use.
(16) Rental agency – home or garden

equipment.
(17) Repair shop for radio, TV, small appli-

ances, shoes, watches or other similar items.
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(18) Restaurant, tavern, cocktail lounge,
except drive-in restaurant.

(19) Retail store or shop.
(20) Single-family and multifamily dwell-

ing unit.
(21) Studio for art, music, photography and

other similar uses.
(22) Upholstery shop.
(23) Veterinary clinic for small animals

(dogs/cats). (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 13,
1992).

17.20.015 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the council:
(1) Containers that are located on a site for

more than six months.
(2) Short-term rentals, subject to the

requirements of Chapter 17.52 SCEMC. (Ord.
635 § 3, 2023; Ord. 627 § 3, 2022).

17.20.020 Minimum lot size. 
Five thousand square feet. (Ord. 361 § 13,

1992).

17.20.030 Maximum lot coverage.
(1) Sixty percent for businesses
(2) Thirty-five percent for single and multi-

family dwelling units. (Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.040 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 361 § 13,
1992).

17.20.050 Setbacks.
(1) Street: a minimum of 10 feet.
(2) Side yard: a minimum of five feet.
(3) Rear yard: a minimum of 10 feet.
(4) On corner lots, the street setback shall

be applicable to the portion of the lot adjacent
to the street that provides the address of the
structure. The side yard setback shall be
applied along the other street front(s), except
in cases where the application of the side yard
setback would adversely affect the sight lines
at the intersection.

(5) For setbacks applicable to single-family
and duplex dwelling units, refer to Chapter
17.15 SCEMC, Mixed Residential (MR).

(6) Development adjacent to existing resi-
dential uses shall provide a fence and a five-
foot-wide landscape buffer along the shared
property line. Landscaping shall be designed,
installed, and maintained according to
“Firewise Landscaping with Native Plants in
Upper Kittitas County,” prepared by Washing-
ton State University Extension Kittitas County
Master Gardener Program, as amended. (Ord.
539 § 1 (Att. A), 2013; Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.060 Requirement to connect to town 
water and sewer systems.

All development is required to be served by
the town’s public water and sewage system.
(Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.070 Parking.
(1) Two parking spaces for each single-

family and multifamily dwelling unit.
(2) Three parking spaces for every 1,000

square feet of gross floor area:
(a) Bank or similar financial institution.
(b) Establishment offering personal ser-

vices.
(c) Home occupation.
(d) Locksmith.
(e) Medical and dental clinic.
(f) Newspaper, printing or lithographing

establishment.
(g) Nursery, greenhouse.
(h) Private library, art gallery, museum

or similar use.
(i) Professional and business office.
(j) Rental agency.
(k) Repair store or shop.
(l) Studio for art, music, photography or

similar uses.
(m) Upholstery shop.
(n) Veterinary clinic for small animal.

(3) One parking space for every five fixed
seats:

(a) Church.
(4) One parking space for every four beds

with a minimum of 10 parking spaces:
(a) Nursing home, retirement home, rest

home, convalescent home or similar use.
(5) One parking space for every 300 square

feet of gross floor area:
(a) Food store and market.
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(6) One parking space for every room or
storage facility:

(a) Bed and breakfast room and inn.
(b) Enclosed mini-storage facility.
(c) Hotel and motel.

(7) One parking space for every four per-
sons based on occupancy load:

(a) Club, lodge, fraternal organization,
grange hall or similar use.

(b) Public facilities.
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(c) Restaurant, tavern, cocktail lounge,
except drive-in restaurant. (Ord. 361 § 13,
1992).

17.20.080 Loading space requirements.
Off-street space for standing, loading and

unloading services shall be provided in such a
manner as not to obstruct freedom of traffic
movement on streets or alleys. For all office,
commercial and industrial uses, each loading
space shall consist of at least a 10-foot by 30-
foot loading space with 14-foot height clear-
ance for small trucks, such as pickup trucks, or
a 12-foot by 65-foot loading space with 14-
foot height clearance for large trucks, includ-
ing tractor-trailers. The following table pre-
scribes the number of spaces required. These
requirements may be reduced by the council
upon appeal and after a hearing, where the
council finds such a reduction will not result in
injury to neighboring property or obstruction
of fire lanes or traffic and will be in harmony
with the purposes and intent of this chapter. 

Loading Space Requirements

Number of Spaces Square Feet
of Gross Floor Area 

1  3,000  to  50,000
2 50,000 to 150,000
3 150,000 to 300,000
4 300,000 to 625,000
5 625,000 to 950,000
6 950,000 to1,250,000
7 1,250,000 to1,550,000
8 1,550,000 to2,225,000
9 2,225,000 to3,125,000
10 3,125,000 to3,550,000

(Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.090 Parking for the handicapped.
(1) Parking for the handicapped shall be

provided in all parking lots with the exceptions
of parking areas accessory to buildings and
portions thereof not customarily occupied by
humans and residences, apartment houses,
boarding and rooming houses with 10 or fewer
dwelling units.

(2) Minimum Requirement. A minimum of
one parking space and not less than one addi-
tional space for every 100 spaces shall meet
the requirements of this section.

(3) Location and Size. The required spaces
shall be those nearest the primary public build-
ing entrance of the building or buildings
served, shall abut the accessible route of travel,
and shall not be less than 12 feet six inches
wide. The surface shall be firm, stable,
smooth, nonslip and shall slope not more than
one in 50.

(4) Curb-cuts. Where any curb occurs
between the accessible route of travel and any
parking space required by this section, curb-
cuts shall be provided for each such parking
space. The curb shall be located so that dis-
abled persons may gain access to the accessi-
ble route of travel directly from the parking
space without entering a vehicular roadway.

(5) Signage. Parking spaces required by
this section shall be identified by a sign cen-
tered from four feet to five feet above grade, at
the head of the required parking space, marked
with the international symbol of access. The
sign shall also indicate that such space is
reserved for disabled persons authorized to
display the Washington State disabled over-
time parking permit on or in their vehicles.
(Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.100 Barrier free access.
All development shall comply with the

Americans with Disabilities Act. (Ord. 361 §
13, 1992).

17.20.110 Binding site plan.
A binding site plan is required for all com-

mercial development and shall include:
(1) All information required on a prelimi-

nary plat.
(2) The location of all proposed structures

including detailed plot plan showing all set-
backs.

(3) A landscape plan indicating the location
of vegetation and landscaping structures to be
installed, including proposed parking require-
ments.

(4) Schematic plans and elevations of pro-
posed buildings.
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(5) Inscriptions or attachments setting forth
the limitations and conditions of development.

(6) The provisions insuring the develop-
ment will be in conformance with the site plan
as approved. (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 13,
1992).

17.20.120 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

17.20.130 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less, provided that spot or flood
lamps on any particular property are aimed at
points within that property.

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors.

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 13, 1992).

Chapter 17.22

HISTORIC DEPOT COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT (HDCD)

Sections:
17.22.010 Principal uses.
17.22.020 Minimum lot size.
17.22.030 Maximum lot coverage.
17.22.040 Maximum height.
17.22.050 Setbacks.
17.22.060 Requirement to connect to town 

water and sewer systems.
17.22.065 Fencing.
17.22.070 Parking.
17.22.080 Loading space requirements.
17.22.090 Parking for the handicapped.
17.22.100 Barrier free access.
17.22.110 Binding site plan.
17.22.120 Protection of critical areas.
17.22.130 Outdoor lighting.
17.22.140 Site design standards.

17.22.010 Principal uses.
The following uses are permitted as princi-

pal uses within the historic depot commercial
district. Uses not listed here are not allowed.

(1) Bank or similar financial institution.
(2) Bed and breakfast room and inn.
(3) Church.
(4) Club, lodge, fraternal organization,

grange hall or similar use.
(5) Establishment offering personal ser-

vices, such as barber and beauty shops, dress-
making and tailoring, cleaning and pressing.

(6) Home occupation.
(7) Hotel or motel.
(8) Locksmith.
(9) Medical-dental clinic.
(10) Newspaper, printing or lithographing

establishment.
(11) Nursery, greenhouse.
(12) Nursing home, retirement home, rest

home, convalescent home or similar use.
(13) Private library, art gallery, museum or

similar use.
(14) Professional and business office.
(15) Public facilities and public utility use.
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(16) Rental agency, provided there shall be
no outdoor storage of heavy machinery or
equipment.

(17) Repair shop for radio, TV, small appli-
ances, shoes, watches or other similar items.

(18) Restaurant, including bakery, coffee
shop, bistro, cafe, and tasting room, but
excluding drive-in restaurants, drinking estab-
lishments, and any adult entertainment use.

(19) Retail store or shop, except for mari-
juana retailers, processors, or producers and all
adult entertainment uses.

(20) Single-family dwelling unit, either as a
detached structure or when located above a
ground floor commercial use.

(21) Studio for art, music, photography and
other similar uses.

(22) Upholstery shop.
(23) Veterinary clinic for small animals

(dogs/cats). (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.020 Minimum lot size.
Six thousand square feet. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att.

1), 2017).

17.22.030 Maximum lot coverage.
(1) Sixty-five percent for businesses.
(2) Thirty-five percent for single- and mul-

tifamily dwelling units. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1),
2017).

17.22.040 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att.
1), 2017).

17.22.050 Setbacks.
(1) Street: a minimum of five feet.
(2) Side yard: a minimum of five feet.
(3) Rear yard: a minimum of 10 feet.
(4) On corner lots, the street setback shall

be applicable to the portion of the lot adjacent
to the street that provides the address of the
structure. The side yard setback shall be
applied along the other street front(s), except
in cases where the application of the side yard
setback would adversely affect the sight lines
at the intersection.

(5) For setbacks applicable to single-family
and duplex dwelling units, refer to Chapter
17.15 SCEMC, Mixed Residential (MR).

(6) Development adjacent to existing resi-
dential uses shall provide a fence and a five-
foot-wide landscape buffer along the shared
property line. Landscaping shall be designed,
installed, and maintained according to
“Firewise Landscaping with Native Plants in
Upper Kittitas County,” prepared by Washing-
ton State University Extension Kittitas County
Master Gardener Program, as amended. (Ord.
582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.060 Requirement to connect to town 
water and sewer systems.

All development is required to be served by
the town’s public water and sewage system.
(Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.065 Fencing.
The maximum height of any fence, wall, or

sight-obscuring objects within 15 feet of the
public right-of-way shall be three feet. Fences
will be allowed in excess of three feet and up
to six feet if constructed out of rigid materials
and are 50 percent or more see-through per lin-
eal foot. All other fences shall not be greater in
height than eight feet unless approved by the
planning and zoning commission.

(1) Fencing Materials and Appearance.
Fences shall consist of period-appropriate
materials, as detailed below:

(a) Acceptable materials include: wood
(slat, picket), wood frame with wire mesh or
grid, post and rail, wrought iron, natural stone,
and brick.

(b) Chain-link or plastic/synthetic fenc-
ing is not allowed.

(c) Fences must be constructed so that
the finished side faces toward the street and
neighboring properties.

(d) Fence color shall be subject to
design review.

(2) Fence Height.
(a) Maximum height is six feet for “see-

through” fencing; provided, that noncorner
side yards may be completely solid to a maxi-
mum of six feet.
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(b) Fences over six feet tall require a
building permit.

(c) Commercial corner-lot fences must
be see-through above 36 inches (the lower
three feet may be solid; for example, three feet
stone base, with “see-through” wrought iron
from the third to the sixth foot within 20 feet of
arterial corner).

(d) Solid fences above three feet in
height must be set back five feet from the prop-
erty line on corner lots, within 20 feet of the
arterial corner. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.070 Parking.
(1) Two off-street parking spaces for each

single-family dwelling unit; provided, that if a
dwelling unit is located above a ground floor
commercial use, then one off-street parking
space is required.

(2) One off-street parking space for every
five fixed seats:

(a) Church.
(3) One off-street parking space for every

four beds, plus one space for every four
employees:

(a) Nursing home, retirement home, rest
home, convalescent home or similar use.

(4) One off-street parking space for every
room or storage facility:

(a) Bed and breakfast room and inn.
(b) Enclosed mini-storage facility.
(c) Hotel and motel.

(5) One off-street parking space for every
four persons based on occupancy load:

(a) Club, lodge, fraternal organization,
grange hall or similar use.

(b) Public facilities.
(6) If not otherwise required in this section,

businesses in the HDCD may utilize shared
angular parking on town right-of-way in lieu
of providing off-street parking. There shall be
no parking in front of a public or private drive-
way, or within five feet of the end of the curb
radius leading therefrom (per RCW
46.61.570). (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.080 Loading space requirements.
Alleys adjacent to businesses may be used

for loading space when off-street parking is
not available for loading and unloading. (Ord.
582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.090 Parking for the handicapped.
(1) Parking for the handicapped shall be

provided in all parking lots with the exceptions
of parking areas accessory to buildings and
portions thereof not customarily occupied by
humans, as well as residences and boarding
and rooming houses with 10 or fewer dwelling
units.

(2) Minimum Requirement. A minimum of
one accessible parking space and not less than
one additional accessible space for every 100
standard parking spaces shall meet the require-
ments of this section.

(3) Location and Size. The required spaces
shall be those nearest the primary public build-
ing entrance of the building or buildings
served, shall abut the accessible route of travel,
and shall not be less than 12 feet, six inches
wide. The surface shall be firm, stable,
smooth, nonslip and shall slope not more than
one in 50.

(4) Curb-Cuts. Where any curb occurs
between the accessible route of travel and any
parking space required by this section, curb-
cuts shall be provided for each such parking
space. The curb shall be located so that dis-
abled persons may gain access to the accessi-
ble route of travel directly from the parking
space without entering a vehicular roadway.

(5) Signage. Parking spaces required by
this section shall be identified by a sign cen-
tered from four feet to five feet above grade, at
the head of the required parking space, marked
with the international symbol of access. The
sign shall also indicate that such space is
reserved for disabled persons authorized to
display the Washington State disabled over-
time parking permit on or in their vehicles.
(Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.100 Barrier free access.
All development shall comply with the

Americans with Disabilities Act. (Ord. 582 § 1
(Att. 1), 2017).
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17.22.110 Binding site plan.
A binding site plan is required for all com-

mercial development and shall include:
(1) All information required on a prelimi-

nary plat.
(2) The location of all proposed structures

including detailed plot plan showing all set-
backs.

(3) A landscape plan indicating the location
of vegetation and landscaping structures to be
installed, including proposed parking require-
ments. Landscaping should be pedestrian-
friendly, and should not obstruct traffic, walk-
ways, and parking. Conservation of existing
stands of trees is encouraged.

(4) A description of the location and depth
of any ground disturbing activities, and plan
for avoiding disturbing any archaeological
resources in the project area.

(5) Schematic plans and elevations of pro-
posed buildings and fences.

(6) Inscriptions or attachments setting forth
the limitations and conditions of development.

(7) The provisions ensuring the develop-
ment will be in conformance with the site plan
as approved. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1), 2017).

17.22.120 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1),
2017).

17.22.130 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property.

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150-watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors.

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting.

(7) Lighting in the historic districts shall be
of appropriate design for early 1900’s struc-
tures and landscape. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1),
2017).

17.22.140 Site design standards.
(1) Development of new buildings in the

area shall be subject to design review and
incorporate specific elements consistent with
the historic structures:

(a) Temporary structures not located on
permanent foundations, and the following
types of structures with or without permanent
foundations, are not allowed: shipping con-
tainers, single-wide manufactured homes and
trailer homes, domed or “bubble” homes,
yurts, Quonset huts, school buses, and con-
verted school bus homes.

(b) Exterior wall materials shall reflect
the period; for example, wood siding (clap-
board, board and batten, shingle); no faux cob-
blestone or plastic siding.

(c) Development should be pedestrian-
oriented with historic-appropriate sitting areas,
lighting, walkways, and signage.

(d) Dish antennas shall be placed as dis-
creetly as possible and shall meet the setback
requirements for accessory structures, and not
distract from the historic atmosphere of the
district.

(e) Signage in the historic district should
be historically appropriate. Feather flag, air
dancer, and inflatable air dancer signs are not
allowed.

(f) In the historic district, mechanical
equipment or other utility hardware must be
screened from view with architecturally com-
patible fences or landscaping and shall be ori-
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ented to maintain vehicular and pedestrian line
of site.

(g) Exterior colors of all structures in the
historic district require design review.

(h) Garbage and household trash shall
be contained in a refuse container with a secure
fitting lid and be screened from view. Refuse
containers for the public shall be secure, main-
tained, and historically appropriate for the
area.

(2) Secretary of Interior Standards. In addi-
tion to the design standards listed in this sec-
tion, any new construction, building additions,
and/or the rehabilitation of buildings or struc-
tures within the historic depot commercial dis-
trict shall be designed to be in accord with the
recommended approaches defined in the Sec-
retary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabili-
tation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings. These documents can be
obtained at the National Parks Service website,
or by requesting a copy from the town clerk.

(3) Deviations. Any and all deviations must
be presented to the South Cle Elum planning
commission for review. (Ord. 582 § 1 (Att. 1),
2017).

Chapter 17.25

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (LID)

Sections:
17.25.010 Principal uses.
17.25.020 Conditional uses.
17.25.030 Minimum lot size.
17.25.040 Maximum lot coverage.
17.25.050 Maximum height.
17.25.060 Setbacks.
17.25.070 Requirement to connect to town 

water and sewer systems.
17.25.080 Parking.
17.25.090 Loading space requirements.
17.25.100 Parking for the handicapped.
17.25.110 Barrier free access.
17.25.120 Binding site plan.
17.25.130 Protection of critical areas.
17.25.140 Outdoor lighting.

17.25.010 Principal uses.
(1) For light industrial uses which can be

operated in a relatively clean, quiet and safe
manner compatible with adjoining residential
areas without serious effect, danger or hazard.

(2) For the manufacture, assembly, fabri-
cating, processing, packing, repairing, ware-
housing, wholesaling or storage of light and
small items made from previously prepared
materials.

(3) Operations which do not create noise,
smoke, odor, vibration or other objectionable
nuisances.

(4) Automobile, boat, truck, trailer, motor-
cycle sales, display, rental, storage or repair.

(5) Carpenter, cabinet or glass shop.
(6) Dwelling for watchmen or caretaker.
(7) Electric, plumbing or heating shop.
(8) Lumber, construction materials sales

and storage.
(9) Governmental structure or use of land.
(10) Machinery, implement, equipment

sales, display, repair, service or storage.
(11) Parking lot or garage.
(12) Railroad facilities.
(13) Sign painting shop.
(14) Tire sales, service, repair.
(15) Welding, sheet metal, machine shop.
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(16) Veterinarian. (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord.
361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.020 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the town council:
(1) Outside storage and display.
(2) Containers that are located on a site for

more than six months.
(3) All other uses. (Ord. 627 § 4, 2022; Ord.

361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.030 Minimum lot size.
Five thousand square feet. (Ord. 361 § 14,

1992).

17.25.040 Maximum lot coverage.
Sixty percent. (Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.050 Maximum height.
No building or structure shall be more than

35 feet in height nor more than two stories in
height at the highest vertical projection. (Ord.
379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.060 Setbacks.
(1) Street: a minimum of 20 feet.
(2) Side yard: a minimum of five feet.
(3) Rear yard: a minimum of 10 feet. (Ord.

361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.070 Requirement to connect to town 
water and sewer systems. 

All development is required to be served by
the town’s public water system and sewage
system. (Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.080 Parking.
(1) Three parking spaces for every 1,000

square feet of gross floor area:
(a) Business and commercial buildings.
(b) Office and professional buildings.

(2) One parking space for every 1,000
square feet of gross floor area:

(a) Industrial buildings. (Ord. 361 § 14,
1992).

17.25.090 Loading space requirements.
Off-street space for standing, loading and

unloading services shall be provided in such a
manner as not to obstruct freedom of traffic

movement on streets or alleys. For all office,
commercial and industrial uses, each loading
space shall consist of at least a 10-foot by 30-
foot loading space with 14-foot height clear-
ance for small trucks, such as pickup trucks, or
a 12-foot by 65-foot loading space with 14-
foot height clearance for large trucks, includ-
ing tractor-trailers. The following table pre-
scribes the number of spaces required. These
requirements may be reduced by the council
upon appeal and after a hearing, where the
council finds such a reduction will not result in
injury to neighboring property or obstruction
of fire lanes or traffic and will be in harmony
with the purposes and intent of this chapter.

LOADING SPACE REQUIREMENTS

Number of Spaces Square Feet
of Gross Floor Area

1 0 to 50,000
2 50,000 to 150,000
3 150,000 to 300,000
4 300,000 to 625,000
5 625,000 to 950,000
6 950,000 to1,250,000
7 1,250,000 to1,550,000
8 1,550,000 to2,225,000
9 2,225,000 to3,125,000
10 3,125,000 to3,550,000

(Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.100 Parking for the handicapped.
(1) Parking for the handicapped shall be

provided in all parking lots with the exceptions
of parking areas accessory to buildings and
portions thereof not customarily occupied by
humans and residences.

(2) Minimum Requirement. A minimum of
one parking space and not less than one addi-
tional space for every 100 spaces shall meet
the requirements of this section.

(3) Location and Size. The required spaces
shall be those nearest the primary public build-
ing entrance of the building or buildings
served, shall abut the accessible route of travel
and shall not be less than 12 feet six inches
wide. The surface shall be firm, stable,
smooth, nonslip and shall slope not more than
one in 50.
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(4) Curb-cuts. Where any curb occurs
between the accessible route of travel and any
parking space required by this section, curb-
cuts shall be provided for each such parking
space. The curb shall be located so that dis-
abled persons may gain access to the accessi-
ble route of travel directly from the parking
space without entering a vehicular roadway.

(5) Signage. Parking spaces required by
this section shall be identified by a sign cen-
tered from four feet to five feet above grade, at
the head of the required parking space, marked
with the international symbol of access. The
sign shall also indicate that such space is
reserved for disabled persons authorized to
display the Washington State disabled over-
time parking permit on or in their vehicles.
(Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.110 Barrier free access.
All development shall comply with the

Americans with Disabilities Act. (Ord. 361 §
14, 1992).

17.25.120 Binding site plan.
A binding site plan is required for all com-

mercial development and shall include:
(1) All information required on a prelimi-

nary plat.
(2) The location of all proposed structures.
(3) A landscape plan indicating the location

of vegetation and landscaping structures to be
installed including proposed parking require-
ments.

(4) Schematic plans and elevations of pro-
posed buildings, type of exterior finish mate-
rial and colors, the type and location of all
exterior lighting, signs and accessory struc-
tures.

(5) Inscriptions or attachments setting forth
the limitations and conditions of development.

(6) The provisions insuring the develop-
ment will be in conformance with the site plan
as approved. (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 14,
1992).

17.25.130 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).

17.25.140 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property.

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any light at least 200 feet from any res-
idence on other property, provided it does not
cause unreasonable interference to adjacent
neighbors.

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 14, 1992).
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Chapter 17.27

GATEWAY ZONE (G)

Sections:
17.27.000 Purpose.
17.27.010 Principal uses.
17.27.020 Secondary uses.
17.27.030 Minimum lot size.
17.27.040 Maximum residential density.
17.27.050 Maximum lot coverage.
17.27.060 Minimum open space.
17.27.070 Maximum height.
17.27.080 Setbacks.
17.27.090 Requirement to connect to town 

water and sewer systems.
17.27.100 Requirement to erect gateway 

signage.
17.27.110 Requirement to provide public 

access to the Yakima River.
17.27.120 Parking.
17.27.130 Loading space requirements.
17.27.140 Parking for people with 

disabilities.
17.27.150 Barrier free access.
17.27.160 Outdoor lighting.
17.27.170 Use of PUD.
17.27.180 Site design standards.
17.27.190 Protection of critical areas.
17.27.200 Shoreline master program.
17.27.210 Provisions for flood hazard 

reduction.
17.27.220 Improvements.
17.27.230 Deviations.

17.27.000 Purpose.
The purpose of the gateway zone is to estab-

lish a welcoming gateway to South Cle Elum,
with residential options that are flood-sensitive
and protective of critical areas and limited
river-dependent economic development. Some
flexibility is allowed in this zone to encourage
clustering of development away from these
sensitive areas. As the gateway to the town, the
residential character of surrounding neighbor-
hoods will be reflected in development in the
gateway zone. Public access to the river will be
maintained, and traffic impacts to South Cle
Elum Way and Grant Avenue will be mini-
mized. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.010 Principal uses.
(1) Single-family dwelling unit, either as a

detached structure or when located above a
ground floor commercial use.

(2) Open space, river access, parks, and
trails.

(3) Public facilities and public utility use.
(4) Water-dependent retail store or shop

(sales or activities oriented to fishing, boating,
swimming, or other water activities only).
(Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.020 Secondary uses.
(1) One garage, attached or detached to a

residence, not to exceed 20 percent of the prin-
cipal residential building.

(2) Off-street parking areas, private auto-
mobile storage, and carports secondary to res-
idences. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.030 Minimum lot size.
One acre. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.040 Maximum residential density.
Maximum residential density is one dwell-

ing unit per acre. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B),
2022).

17.27.050 Maximum lot coverage.
(1) The principal residence and all other

improvements, excluding driveways and walk-
ways, may not exceed 20 percent of the lot
area.

(2) For water-dependent retail stores or
shops outside of the shoreline buffer, improve-
ments, excluding driveways and walkways,
may not exceed 60 percent of the lot area.
(Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.060 Minimum open space.
(1) For residential use, maintain a mini-

mum of 60 percent of the lot area as open
space, free of structures or buildings.

(2) For water-dependent retail stores or
shops outside of the shoreline buffer, maintain
a minimum of 30 percent of the lot area as
open space, free of structures or buildings.
(Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).
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17.27.070 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh.
B), 2022).

17.27.080 Setbacks.
(1) Street: a minimum of 20 feet.
(2) Side yard: a minimum of five feet.
(3) Rear yard: a minimum of 20 feet.
(4) On corner lots, the street setback shall

be applicable to the portion of the lot adjacent
to the street that provides the address of the
structure. The side yard setback shall be
applied along the other street front(s), except
in cases where the application of the side yard
setback would adversely affect the sight lines
at the intersection.

(5) Setbacks must be measured from the
dripline, not the foundation.

(6) Development adjacent to existing resi-
dential uses shall provide a five-foot-wide
landscape buffer along the shared property
line. Landscaping shall be designed, installed,
and maintained according to “Firewise Land-
scaping with Native Plants in Upper Kittitas
County,” prepared by Washington State Uni-
versity Extension Kittitas County Master Gar-
dener Program, as amended.

(7) Development adjacent to the Yakima
River shoreline environment designation shall
comply with the building setback requirements
in Section 5.20, Shoreline bulk and dimen-
sional standards, of the Shoreline Master Pro-
gram. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.090 Requirement to connect to town 
water and sewer systems.

(1) All development is required to be
served by the town’s public water and sewer
system.

(2) The responsibility for improving water
and sewer facilities for appropriate capacity
for the proposed development lies with the
applicant.

(3) All new development must have water,
sewer, and stormwater drainage systems
approved by the town engineer. (Ord. 623 § 3
(Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.100 Requirement to erect gateway 
signage.

Permitted development must include a pro-
vision for one freestanding “Welcome to
South Cle Elum” gateway sign visible to indi-
viduals traveling south on South Cle Elum
Way. Signage shall comply with the commer-
cial sign standards in Chapter 17.40 SCEMC,
Sign Code. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.110 Requirement to provide public 
access to the Yakima River.

(1) All development is required to provide
visual and physical access to the Yakima River
shoreline. Design, construction, and operation
of development in this zone should minimize
interference with the public’s use of the water.

(2) Public access to the Yakima River must
mitigate safety issues regarding pedestrian
crossings over South Cle Elum Way.

(3) Parking for public river access must be
planned for to minimize parking impacts to
Grant Avenue. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.120 Parking.
(1) Two off-street parking spaces for each

single-family and multifamily dwelling unit.
The parking spaces must be accessible to vehi-
cles and may not be fenced off or landscaped
in a way that renders the spaces unusable for
parking.

(2) Three parking spaces for every 1,000
square feet of gross floor area for water-depen-
dent retail store or shop. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh.
B), 2022).

17.27.130 Loading space requirements.
Off-street space for standing, loading and

unloading services shall be provided as estab-
lished in SCEMC 17.22.080, historic depot
commercial district loading space require-
ments. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.140 Parking for people with 
disabilities.

(1) Parking for people with disabilities
shall be provided in all parking lots with the
exceptions of parking areas accessory to build-
ings and portions thereof not customarily
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occupied by humans and residences, apart-
ment houses, boarding and rooming houses
with 10 or fewer dwelling units.

(2) Minimum Requirement. A minimum of
one parking space and not less than one addi-
tional space for every 100 spaces shall meet
the requirements of this section.

(3) Location and Size. The required spaces
shall be those nearest the primary public build-
ing entrance of the building or buildings
served, shall abut the accessible route of travel,
and shall not be less than 12 feet six inches
wide. The surface shall be firm, stable,
smooth, nonslip and shall slope not more than
one in 50.

(4) Curb-Cuts. Where any curb occurs
between the accessible route of travel and any
parking space required by this section, curb-
cuts shall be provided for each such parking
space. The curb shall be located so that people
with disabilities may gain access to the acces-
sible route of travel directly from the parking
space without entering a vehicular roadway.

(5) Signage. Parking spaces required by
this section shall be identified by a sign cen-
tered from four feet to five feet above grade, at
the head of the required parking space, marked
with the international symbol of access. The
sign shall also indicate that such space is
reserved for disabled persons authorized to
display the Washington State disabled over-
time parking permit on or in their vehicles.
(Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.150 Barrier free access.
All development shall comply with the

Americans with Disabilities Act. (Ord. 623 § 3
(Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.160 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property.

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150-watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors.

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.170 Use of PUD.
(1) Lot sizes of 9,000 square feet may be

allowed if a planned unit development process
is used as established in Chapter 17.45
SCEMC, Planned Unit Development (PUD).

(2) To maximize clustering flexibility, the
average size of all lots created in the PUD may
be 9,000 square feet, where some lots may be
smaller and some may be larger, provided no
lot is smaller than 7,000 square feet. (Ord. 623
§ 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.180 Site design standards.
Development of new buildings and infra-

structure are subject to design review and must
incorporate the following specific elements:

(1) Development will be consistent with the
existing bungalow-style residence currently on
the property.

(2) Development will be pedestrian-ori-
ented with sitting areas, lighting, walkways,
and signage that enhances the connection to
the Yakima River.

(3) Development must provide adequate
space for snow removal including the follow-
ing considerations:

(a) Roads over 150 feet in length require
linear storage or periodic designated areas.

(b) Planting strips and traffic buffers
may be utilized for snow storage.

(c) Snow storage areas will not cover
catch basins or eliminate any required parking
stalls.
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(d) If snow storage is not on site, a suit-
able agreement for off-site snow storage must
be approved by the town.

(4) Development must provide for the fol-
lowing street design standards:

(a) Primary access to the site must be
established on South Cle Elum Way in the
vicinity of or at Grant Avenue.

(b) Ingress and egress to the site must
minimize backups onto the bridge or traffic
congestion along South Cle Elum Way.

(c) Traffic impacts to Grant Avenue
must be minimized.

(d) A minimum right-of-way width of
80 feet to accommodate snow removal and
storage.

(e) Utility meters, such as water meters
in a parking strip or off the road, are accessible
for maintenance and reading purposes.

(f) Adequate space for emergency vehi-
cle maneuvering and turnarounds as specified
by the 2021 International Fire Code (IFC)
Chapter 5 and Appendix D, Fire Apparatus
Access Roads.

(g) Private roads, if established, may
deviate from snow removal design require-
ments, but must ensure that the property
owner, or owners, is responsible for snow
removal.

(5) A traffic study assessing impacts to
South Cle Elum Way, Grant Avenue, and the
bridge must be performed and must consider
peak traffic conditions including peak hours
and peak tourist season. Impacts to Grant Ave-
nue must be minimized in the layout of ingress
and egress to the zone.

(6) If a PUD process is used, these criteria
will be reviewed along with the PUD criteria.

(7) All roadway and utility plans must be
approved by the town engineer. (Ord. 623 § 3
(Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.190 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC, Critical Areas. (Ord.
623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.200 Shoreline master program.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the regulations established in the town’s
shoreline master program. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh.
B), 2022).

17.27.210 Provisions for flood hazard 
reduction.

Development in special flood hazard areas
according to the latest FIRM maps shall com-
ply standards and definitions in Chapter 15.10
SCEMC, Flood Damage Prevention. (Ord. 623
§ 3 (Exh. B), 2022).

17.27.220 Improvements.
Prior to any site work or permit approval,

approval of improvements shall be obtained,
and sureties submitted, per Chapter 19.30
SCEMC, Improvements. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh.
B), 2022).

17.27.230 Deviations.
All deviations must be presented to the

South Cle Elum planning commission for
review. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022).
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Chapter 17.30

ONE-HALF ACRE – URBAN 
RESIDENTIAL (UR 1/2)

Sections:
17.30.010 Principal use.
17.30.020 Secondary uses.
17.30.025 Conditional uses.
17.30.030 Minimum lot size.
17.30.040 Maximum lot coverage.
17.30.050 Minimum open space.
17.30.060 Maximum height.
17.30.070 Setbacks.
17.30.080 Protection of critical areas.
17.30.090 Outdoor lighting.

17.30.010 Principal use.
Single-family dwelling unit. (Ord. 361 § 15,

1992).

17.30.020 Secondary uses.
(1) One detached garage, not to exceed 20

percent of the principal residential building.
(2) One greenhouse, not to exceed 20 per-

cent of the principal residential building.
(3) A hobby shop, as a use in any secondary

building, principal residential building or yard,
relating thereto; provided, that any such use of
the yards shall be so screened as to be obscured
from public view.

(4) Care and maintenance of domesticated
animals (not including mink, fox and swine).
Any portion of the yard may be used for the
grazing of such animals. Retailing, wholesal-
ing or the commercial feeding and raising of
animals is prohibited.

(5) Outdoor antennas for radio, television
and other communications are permitted.

(6) One barn not to exceed 500 square feet
in size or 20 percent of the principal residential
building, whichever is greater. Located at least
10 feet from the principal residential building
and at least 20 feet from any lot line. 

(7) General farming operations. (Ord. 379,
1995; Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

17.30.025 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the council:
(1) Containers that are located on a site for

more than six months. (Ord. 627 § 5, 2022).

17.30.030 Minimum lot size.
One-half acre. (Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

17.30.040 Maximum lot coverage.
The principal residence and all other

improvements, excluding driveways and walk-
ways may not exceed 30 percent of the lot area.
(Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

17.30.050 Minimum open space.
Maintain a minimum of 60 percent of the lot

area as open space, free of structures or build-
ings. (Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

17.30.060 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 361 § 15,
1992).

17.30.070 Setbacks.
(1) Street or front: 25 feet.
(2) Side yard: 10 feet.
(3) Rear yard: 20 feet. (Ord. 361 § 15,

1992).

17.30.080 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

17.30.090 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected.

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property.



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.35.020

17-21.1 (Revised 2/23)

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place.

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors.

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town.

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 15, 1992).

Chapter 17.35

ONE TO FIVE ACRES – URBAN 
RESIDENTIAL (UR1-5)

Sections:
17.35.010 Principal use.
17.35.020 Secondary uses.
17.35.025 Conditional uses.
17.35.030 Minimum lot size.
17.35.040 Maximum lot coverage.
17.35.050 Minimum open space.
17.35.060 Maximum height.
17.35.070 Setbacks.
17.35.080 Protection of critical areas.
17.35.090 Outdoor lighting.

17.35.010 Principal use.
Single-family dwelling unit. (Ord. 361 § 16,

1992).

17.35.020 Secondary uses.
(1) One detached garage, not to exceed 20

percent of the principal residential building.
(2) One greenhouse, not to exceed 20 per-

cent of the principal residential building.
(3) Off-street parking areas, private auto-

mobile storage and carports.
(4) A hobby shop, as a use in any secondary

building, principal residential building or yard,
relating thereto, provided that any such use of
the yards shall be so screened as to be obscured
from public view.

(5) Care and maintenance of domesticated
animals (not including mink, fox and swine).
Any portion of the yard may be used for the
grazing of such animals. Retailing, wholesal-
ing or the commercial feeding and raising of
animals is prohibited.

(6) Outdoor antennas for radio, television
and other communications are permitted.

(7) One barn not to exceed 500 square feet
in size or 20 percent of the principal residential
building, whichever is greater. Located at least
10 feet from the principal residential building
and at least 20 feet from any lot line.

(8) General farming operations. (Ord. 379,
1995; Ord. 361 § 16, 1992).
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17.35.025 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the council:
(1) Containers that are located on a site for

more than six months. (Ord. 627 § 6, 2022).

17.35.030 Minimum lot size.
One acre except that lots as small as one-

half acre may be permitted in the UR1 zone
through a subdivision application approved by
the town council. In approving a subdivision
application for lots less than one acre in size,
the town must find that the development will
be consistent with critical areas requirements
and goals and policies of the comprehensive
plan. (Ord. 470 Exh. A, 2006; Ord. 361 § 16,
1992).

17.35.040 Maximum lot coverage.
The principal residence and all other

improvements, excluding driveways and walk-
ways may not exceed 20 percent of the lot area.
(Ord. 361 § 16, 1992).

17.35.050 Minimum open space.
Maintain a minimum of 60 percent of the lot

area as open space, free of structures or build-
ings. (Ord. 361 § 16, 1992).

17.35.060 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 361 § 16,
1992).

17.35.070 Setbacks.
(1) Street or front: 30 feet.
(2) Side yard: 25 feet.
(3) Rear yard: 25 feet. (Ord. 361 § 16,

1992).

17.35.080 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 361 § 16, 1992).

17.35.090 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected;

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property;

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place;

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors;

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town;

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 16, 1992).
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Chapter 17.40

OVER FIVE ACRES – URBAN 
RESIDENTIAL (UR5+)

Sections:
17.40.010 Principal use.
17.40.020 Secondary uses.
17.40.025 Conditional uses.
17.40.030 Minimum lot size.
17.40.040 Maximum lot coverage.
17.40.050 Minimum open space.
17.40.060 Maximum height.
17.40.070 Setbacks.
17.40.080 Protection of critical areas.
17.40.090 Outdoor lighting.

17.40.010 Principal use.
Single-family dwelling unit. (Ord. 361 § 17,

1992).

17.40.020 Secondary uses.
(1) Detached garage.
(2) Greenhouse.
(3) Off-street parking area, private automo-

bile storage and carport.
(4) Hobby shop.
(5) Care and maintenance of domesticated

animals including mink but not including fox
and swine, including retailing, wholesaling or
commercial feeding and raising of livestock,
fowl and other animals.

(6) Outdoor antenna for radio, television
and other communications.

(7) Barn.
(8) General farming operation including

retailing or wholesaling of any produce.
(9) Guest house/caretaker cottage not to be

used for rental purposes or be sold as primary
residence.

(10) Travel trailer park, mobile home park
or mobile home subdivision in compliance
with Chapter 17.70 SCEMC.

(11) Home occupation. (Ord. 379, 1995;
Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

17.40.025 Conditional uses.
Subject to the approval of the council:
(1) Containers that are located on a site for

more than six months. (Ord. 627 § 7, 2022).

17.40.030 Minimum lot size.
Five acres. (Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

17.40.040 Maximum lot coverage.
The principal residence and all other

improvements, excluding driveways and walk-
ways may not exceed 30 percent of the lot area.
(Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

17.40.050 Minimum open space.
Maintain a minimum of 60 percent of the lot

area as open space, free of structures or build-
ings. (Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

17.40.060 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 361 § 17,
1992).

17.40.070 Setbacks.
(1) Street or front: 50 feet.
(2) Side yard: 25 feet.
(3) Rear yard: 25 feet. (Ord. 361 § 17,

1992).

17.40.080 Protection of critical areas.
All development in this zone shall be sub-

ject to the town’s critical areas regulations in
Chapter 16.10 SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 4 (Att. C),
2013; Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

17.40.090 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected;

(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property;

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150 watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place;

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors;



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 17.45.020

17-21.4 (Revised 2/23)

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town;

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 361 § 17, 1992).

Chapter 17.45

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD)

Sections:
17.45.010 Principal uses.
17.45.020 Purposes.
17.45.030 Minimum lot size.
17.45.040 Required open space and 

recreation facilities.
17.45.050 Green belt.
17.45.060 Site master plan.
17.45.070 Project description.
17.45.080 Association documents.
17.45.090 Phased developments.
17.45.100 Repealed.
17.45.110 Repealed.
17.45.120 Maximum height.
17.45.130 Protection of critical areas.
17.45.140 Outdoor lighting.
17.45.150 Water and sewer system.
17.45.160 Storm drainage system.
17.45.170 Pre-application conference and 

public meeting.
17.45.180 Application – Filing and fees.
17.45.190 Subdivision – Approval and 

recording procedures.
17.45.200 Improvements.

17.45.010 Principal uses.
Principal uses are dictated by the underlying

zoning district. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022;
Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord. 361 § 18,
1992).

17.45.020 Purposes.
The purposes of this chapter include but are

not limited to the following:
(1) To allow for creative development

equal to or superior to traditional lot-by-lot
development;

(2) To preserve open space, natural vegeta-
tion, watercourses, wetlands, historic build-
ings and places and other community values;

(3) To provide more efficient street and
utility systems by clustering buildings;

(4) To provide for a variety of housing
types in one development with architectural
design compatibility;
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(5) To provide integrated landscape devel-
opment;

(6) To provide for the integration of new
development into the existing community
while protecting and preserving the values of
the surrounding neighborhood;

(7) To encourage mixed use development
with architectural design compatibility; and

(8) To assure provision of planned pedes-
trian and bicycle facilities to connect to other
communities and to the John Wayne Trail and
Iron Horse State Park. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B),
2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.030 Minimum lot size. 
PUDs must be located on parcels that are

under common ownership or control and are
five acres or greater in size. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att.
B), 2013; Ord. 379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 18,
1992).

17.45.040 Required open space and 
recreation facilities.

(1) In PUDs, all critical areas and buffers as
defined and required by Chapter 16.10
SCEMC shall be protected in open space
tracts.

(2) Active and passive recreation opportu-
nities shall be provided within the PUD at a
minimum rate of 100 square feet per resident.
Minimum assumptions for number of residen-
tial units shall be as follows:

(a) Studios: one resident;
(b) One bedroom: two residents;
(c) Two bedrooms: three residents;
(d) Three or more bedrooms: four resi-

dents.
(3) Recreation facilities should be appro-

priate for the expected population(s) of the
development (e.g., seniors and/or children).

(4) At least one recreational facility shall be
available within walking distance (maximum
one-quarter of a mile) of every dwelling unit.
Continuous pedestrian access shall be pro-
vided to the facilities, in the form of sidewalks,
trails, or pathways.

(5) If the property is adjacent to a public
recreational facility or resource, such as the
John Wayne Trail, Iron Horse State Park, the

Yakima River, or other public resource, pedes-
trian pathways shall be provided to connect to
the resource.

(6) Recreational facilities and trails shall be
provided within protected tracts on the site
master plan, or in the case of sidewalks, within
the public/private right-of-way.

(7) As part of the PUD application, the
applicant shall provide an analysis of the rec-
reational facilities and open space provided for
the development. The analysis shall describe
the character and size of the proposed recre-
ational facilities, the distance from each resi-
dential unit, the number and life stages of
residents anticipated, and the number of square
feet of recreational area per resident.

(8) The amounts, facilities and locations
shall be approved by the town prior to approval
of the site master plan. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B),
2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.050 Green belt.
A minimum of 25 feet from perimeter prop-

erty boundaries will be maintained as a green
belt and buffer zone, except where it is deter-
mined that like uses should be contiguous and
such a buffer is not appropriate. (Ord. 539 § 3
(Att. B), 2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.060 Site master plan.
A site master plan is required prior to any

construction for all PUDs and shall include:
(1) The location of all proposed structures;
(2) A detailed landscape plan indicating the

location of existing vegetation to be retained,
location of vegetation and landscaping struc-
tures to be installed, the type of vegetation by
common name, and the installed and mature
height of all vegetation. Landscaping shall be
designed according to “Firewise Landscaping
with Native Plants in Upper Kittitas County,”
prepared by Washington State University
Extension Kittitas County Master Gardener
Program, as amended;

(3) A discussion of the types of uses, num-
bers of single-family and multifamily units,
and commercial square footages;
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(4) Schematic plans and elevations of pro-
posed buildings with samples of all exterior
finish material and colors, the type and loca-
tion of all exterior lighting, signs and acces-
sory structures;

(5) A comprehensive signage program for
the entire site including signs for public paths
and other identification signs;

(6) Inscriptions, maps, or attachments set-
ting forth the phasing, limitations and condi-
tions of development;

(7) Identification of critical areas and their
buffers, along with a critical areas report pre-
pared by a qualified consultant in accordance
with Chapter 16.10 SCEMC and WAC 365-
195-905(4);

(8) Provisions for public facilities such as
street improvements, pedestrian and bicycle
paths, utilities, dedicated or open space ease-
ments, etc.;

(9) Provisions to accommodate storm
drainage and light and glare;

(10) A discussion of consistency with
applicable design guidelines; and

(11) Provisions ensuring the development
will be in conformance with the site plan. (Ord.
539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.070 Project description.
A written explanation of the design concept,

planned features of the development, measures
taken to meet the purposes of PUDs, the pro-
posed sequence and timing of development,
the provisions of ownership and management
when developed and covenants or other con-
trols which might influence the development
and operation or maintenance of the planned
unit development shall be submitted with the
site master plan. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013;
Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.080 Association documents.
An outline of the documents of the home-

owners’ association, by-laws, deeds, cove-
nants and agreements governing ownership,
maintenance and operation of the planned unit
development shall be submitted with the bind-
ing site plan. PUD covenants shall include a
provision whereby unpaid taxes on all prop-
erty owned in common shall constitute a pro-

portioned lien on all property of each owner in
common. The town may require that it be a
third party beneficiary of certain covenants
with the right but not obligation to enforce the
same. Any development agreements entered
into between the applicant and the town shall
be attached as appropriate. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att.
B), 2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.090 Phased developments.
If a PUD is planned to be completed in more

than two years from the date of preliminary
plat/site plan approval, the planned unit devel-
opment will be divided into phases or divisions
of development, numbered sequentially in the
order construction is to occur. The binding site
plan for each phase shall be approved sepa-
rately. Each division of development in a mul-
tiphase planned unit development shall meet
all the requirements of a planned unit develop-
ment independently. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B),
2013; Ord. 361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.100 Required certificates and 
approvals. 

Repealed by Ord. 539. (Ord. 361 § 18,
1992).

17.45.110 Recording required.
Repealed by Ord. 539. (Ord. 361 § 18,

1992).

17.45.120 Maximum height.
No dwelling, building or structure shall be

more than 35 feet high and shall not be more
than two stories in height. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh.
B), 2022; Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord. 361
§ 18, 1992).

17.45.130 Protection of critical areas.
All PUDs shall be subject to the town’s crit-

ical areas regulations in Chapter 16.10
SCEMC. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord.
361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.140 Outdoor lighting.
Outdoor lighting is permitted as follows:
(1) Lighting installed by the town govern-

ment or installed as a result of agreement
among the residents affected;
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(2) Any lighting from incandescent bulbs
of 150 watts or less; provided, that spot or
flood lamps on any particular property are
aimed at points within that property;

(3) Any lighting shielded in such a way that
the illumination of adjoining property is no
greater than from an ordinary 150-watt incan-
descent bulb (not a spot or flood light) installed
in the same place;

(4) Any lighting at least 200 feet from any
residence on other property, provided it does
not cause unreasonable interference to adja-
cent neighbors;

(5) No outdoor lighting shall be installed in
the town right-of-way without permission
from the town;

(6) Any other lighting which causes no
denial of any reasonable use or enjoyment of
property by a person other than the owner of
the lighting. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord.
361 § 18, 1992).

17.45.150 Water and sewer system.
All PUDs are required to be served by the

town’s public water system and sewage sys-
tem. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013; Ord. 361 §
18, 1992).

17.45.160 Storm drainage system.
All PUDs must have a storm drainage sys-

tem approved by the town engineer. (Ord. 539
§ 3 (Att. B), 2013).

17.45.170 Pre-application conference and 
public meeting.

Before filing any application for a PUD, the
applicant shall submit preliminary plans,
sketches, and a project narrative to the plan-
ning commission. To the extent possible, the
planning commission shall advise the prospec-
tive applicant regarding policies, regulations,
and requirements pertinent to this project.
After the pre-application conference but prior
to submittal of a formal PUD application, the
prospective applicant must conduct an infor-
mal neighborhood meeting to present and
review the conceptual development plan and
for community members to provide com-
ments. At least seven days’ public notice must
be given in advance of the meeting. The appli-

cant must submit a summary of the comments
received at the meeting with the PUD applica-
tion. (Ord. 623 § 3 (Exh. B), 2022; Ord. 539
§ 3 (Att. B), 2013).

17.45.180 Application – Filing and fees.
After the pre-application conference, the

applicant may file an application for site mas-
ter plan approval. The site plan shall contain
the information outlined in SCEMC
17.45.060. The application shall be accompa-
nied by a nonrefundable filing fee as estab-
lished by the town. (Ord. 539 § 3 (Att. B),
2013).

17.45.190 Subdivision – Approval and 
recording procedures.

Approval of the subdivision shall follow the
procedural requirements for preliminary and
final plats in Chapter 19.15 SCEMC. (Ord. 539
§ 3 (Att. B), 2013).

17.45.200 Improvements.
Prior to any site work, approval of PUD

improvements shall be obtained, and sureties
submitted, per Chapter 19.30 SCEMC. (Ord.
539 § 3 (Att. B), 2013).
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Chapter 17.50

CONDITIONAL USES

Sections:
17.50.010 Permit required.
17.50.020 Required findings.
17.50.030 General requirements.
17.50.040 Review.
17.50.060 Containers.

17.50.010 Permit required. 
A conditional use may be approved when

authorized by this title. All approved condi-
tional uses shall be authorized by a permit
which states the required finding and reasons
therefor, the conditions imposed on the
use/structure, the location of the conditional
use and the time limit, if any. (Ord. 361 § 19,
1992).

17.50.020 Required findings.
(1) The proposed use, at the proposed loca-

tion, is consistent with the purposes of the
comprehensive plan, the zoning code and the
zone district in which it is to be located and
that the proposed use will meet all applicable
requirements of this title.

(2) The use, as conditioned, will not be sig-
nificantly detrimental to the public health,
safety and welfare; diminish the value of
nearby property of improvements; or disturb
persons in the use of property unless the condi-
tional use is a public necessity. (Ord. 361 § 19,
1992).

17.50.030 General requirements.
(1) The town shall determine whether the

conditional use permit will run with the land. If
the conditional use is personal, the permit is
nontransferable to other persons. The town
may require the permit to be recorded with the
county auditor as a covenant on the property.

(2) The conditional use permit must be
acted upon within six months from the date of
approval or the permit shall expire.

(3) The conditional use permit, even if
issued to the person, applies only to the prop-
erty on which it was issued and may not be
transferred to any other property.

(4) A conditional use permit may be denied
if the town finds the proposed use cannot meet
the required findings. (Ord. 379, 1995; Ord.
361 § 19, 1992).

17.50.040 Review.
All conditional use permits will be reviewed

yearly by the council before reissuance. (Ord.
379, 1995; Ord. 361 § 19, 1992).

17.50.060 Containers
Containers shall meet the following mini-

mum conditions:
(1) Placed only as an accessory structure on

a lot with an established primary use.
(2) Placed on a permanent foundation or

concrete pad.
(3) Be fully sided with wood or fiber

cement siding.
(4) Placed in the rear yard of the primary

structure.
(5) Verified to meet all design loads for the

town.
(6) Have a minimum 4:12 pitched roof with

fully enclosed and sided gable ends in accor-
dance with the siding requirements in subsec-
tion (3) of this section. (Ord. 627 § 8, 2022).
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Chapter 17.52

SHORT-TERM RESIDENTIAL 
RENTALS

Sections:
17.52.010 Short-term residential rentals.

17.52.010 Short-term residential rentals.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this section is

to establish the standards under which dwell-
ing units may be rented for a short-term or
vacation use not to exceed 30 consecutive
days. For the purpose of interpreting and
enforcing this section the words “dwelling
unit,” “owner” and “short-term rental” shall
have the same meaning as is set forth in RCW
64.37.010.

(2) Applicability. Applications for a short-
term rental permit shall be processed as a con-
ditional use permit. All short-term rentals shall
obtain a permit on an annual basis which will
expire on December 31st of the issuing year.
The permit shall document conformance with
town codes and permitting requirements, and
conditions of licensing. Owners of short-term
rentals must have and maintain in good stand-
ing a town business license. Failure to comply
with any of the regulations in this section may
result in the suspension or revocation of any
permits or licenses and/or civil or criminal
penalties.

(a) Permits for short-term rentals are
nontransferable upon sale of property.

(b) A separate conditional use permit
and business license is required for each prop-
erty being used for short-term rentals. A prop-
erty owner may designate an agent to manage
the short-term rental(s) on his/her behalf.

(3) Conditions of Approval. All short-term
rentals must comply with any applicable
development standards, state and town codes
and ordinances, and any additional conditions
that may be imposed by the town:

(a) The property owner or his/her desig-
nee shall maintain on file at Town Hall an up-
to-date property management plan, approved
by the town, that identifies the property owner
and agents authorized to act on the property
owner’s behalf, including emergency contact

information, and identifies how the property
owner will enforce compliance with the terms
and conditions of approval. An up-to-date
copy shall also be provided by the property
owner or his/her designee to all property own-
ers within 100 feet of the site on which the
short-term rental is located. Applicant shall
provide self-addressed, postage-paid enve-
lopes to the town for this mailing. This infor-
mation shall also be provided to the entity or
agency under contract with the town of South
Cle Elum to provide law enforcement services
within the incorporated town of South Cle
Elum town limits or, in the alternative, the
town of South Cle Elum police department and
the town of South Cle Elum fire department.

(b) The property owner or his/her desig-
nee shall maintain on file at Town Hall an up-
to-date site plan, approved by the town, that
identifies the location of required off-street
parking, refuse, emergency shut-offs, and on-
site amenities.

(c) It shall be the responsibility of the
property owner or his/her designee to ensure
that the users of short-term rentals and any
guests comply, at all times, with the terms and
conditions of approval, and the South Cle
Elum Municipal Code.

(d) It shall be the responsibility of the
property owner or his/her designee to
promptly investigate and appropriately
respond to notifications of violations under
this chapter from either the town of South Cle
Elum, the entity or agency under contract with
the town of South Cle Elum to provide law
enforcement services within the incorporated
town of South Cle Elum town limits or, in the
alternative, the town of South Cle Elum police
department or the town of South Cle Elum fire
department. Failure to respond shall result in
classification as a nuisance under the South
Cle Elum Municipal Code and will be subject
to a penalty as specified.

(e) The property owner or his/her desig-
nee shall maintain on file at Town Hall an up-
to-date certificate of inspection documenting
that the short-term rental complies with the
provisions for transient accommodations in the
International Building Code as adopted by the
town of South Cle Elum.
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(i) It shall be the responsibility of the
property owner or his/her designee to schedule
and pass an annual safety inspection. Failure to
schedule and pass the required inspection
within 10 days of permit application shall
result in nonissuance of the permit and inabil-
ity to rent the property.

(ii) The maximum capacity for over-
night guests shall be established in accordance
with the provisions of the International Build-
ing Code as approved by the town.

(f) The property owner or his/her desig-
nee shall maintain on file at Town Hall an up-
to-date certificate of insurance documenting
that the facility is insured as a short-term
rental.

(g) The property owner or his/her desig-
nee shall be responsible for the collection and
payment of all required taxes, fees, and
charges and shall provide the town with annual
documentation of full compliance in a format
prescribed by the town.

(h) Only one short-term rental is
allowed per dwelling unit in the downtown
business district zone.

(i) The mayor or his/her designee may
impose other conditions, such as additional
parking, improved access, landscaping, or
screening, if found necessary to protect the
best interests of the surrounding properties of
the neighborhood due to the nature of the
short-term rental.

(j) All short-term rentals must maintain
compliance with all applicable local, state and
federal regulations at all times.

(4) General Provisions.
(a) Parking Requirements.

(i) Each short-term rental in the
downtown business district must have a mini-
mum of one additional off-street parking space
per rentable bedroom (with a maximum of two
additional spaces), in addition to any other off-
street parking required by other regulations.

(ii) Off-street parking must be
located entirely within the property or parcel
boundary and shall not use public right-of-way
spaces to meet the minimum requirements.

(iii) Each required parking space
shall be a minimum of nine feet wide by 18
feet long. When off-street parking is provided

within an enclosed structure the minimum
space size shall be 10 feet wide by 20 feet long.

(iv) During the period from Novem-
ber 1st to the following April 15th, inclusive,
otherwise known as the winter snow season, it
shall be unlawful for any person to park such
motor vehicle on any street, alley, avenue, or
road in the town of South Cle Elum for any
continuous period exceeding 24 hours; this
includes recreational vehicles and trailers; and
it shall be the duty of the owner or custodian of
such parked motor vehicle to move such vehi-
cle from its parking place prior to the expira-
tion of the said 24-hour period.

(b) Noise. Quiet hours shall be from
10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., or as otherwise pro-
vided by town or state regulations, whichever
is more stringent.

(5) Short-term rentals are only allowed as a
conditional use in the downtown business dis-
trict (DBD) zone. Short-term rentals are pro-
hibited in all other zones in the town of South
Cle Elum. (Ord. 635 § 2 (Exh. A), 2023; Ord.
593 § 1, 2019).
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Chapter 17.55

VARIANCES

Sections:
17.55.010 Required findings.
17.55.020 Time limits and variance recorded.
17.55.030 Review.
17.55.040 Applicability.

17.55.010 Required findings.
A variance to any requirement of this title,

except use and procedural requirements, may
only be granted when all of the following
required findings are made:

(1) Special Circumstances. Because of spe-
cial circumstances related to the property, the
strict enforcement of the zoning code would
deprive the owner of use rights and privileges
permitted to the other properties in the vicinity
with the same zoning.

(a) Special circumstances include the
size, shape, topography, location or surround-
ings of the property, public necessity of public
structures and uses and protection of environ-
mental features such as vegetation, streams,
ponds and wildlife.

(b) Special circumstances may not be
predicated upon any factor personal to the
owner such as age or disability, extra expense
which may be necessary to comply with the
zoning code, the ability to secure a scenic
view, the ability to make more profitable use
of the property, nor any factor resulting from
the action of the owner or any past owner of
the same property.

(2) Special Privilege. The approval of the
variance will not grant special privilege to the
property in comparison with the limitations
upon other properties in the vicinity with the
same zoning.

(3) Comprehensive Plan. The approval of
the variance will be consistent with the com-
prehensive plan.

(4) Zoning Code. Approval of the variance
will be consistent with the purposes of the zon-
ing code and the zone district in which the
property is located.

(5) Not Detrimental. The variance as
approved or conditionally approved will not be
significantly detrimental to the public health,
safety or welfare or injurious to the property or
improvements in the vicinity.

(6) Minimum Variance. The approved vari-
ance is the minimum necessary to allow the
owner the rights enjoyed by other property
owners in the vicinity with the same zoning.
(Ord. 361 § 20, 1992).

17.55.020 Time limits and variance 
recorded.

The variance must be acted upon within six
months from the date of approval or the vari-
ance shall expire. All variances and the condi-
tions specified will be recorded with the
county auditor and the town clerk-treasurer.
(Ord. 361 § 20, 1992).

17.55.030 Review.
All variances will be reviewed yearly by the

council before reissuance. (Ord. 379, 1995;
Ord. 361 § 20, 1992).

17.55.040 Applicability. 
The variance applies only to the property or

an individual for a specific property to which it
was granted and may not be transferred to any
individual or other property. (Ord. 361 § 20,
1992).
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Chapter 17.60

NONCONFORMING USES, 
STRUCTURES AND LOTS

Sections:
17.60.010 Continuance of nonconforming 

uses.
17.60.020 Discontinuance.
17.60.030 Alteration.
17.60.040 Restoration of damage.
17.60.050 Continuance of nonconforming 

lots.
17.60.060 Discontinuance of nonconforming 

lot status.

17.60.010 Continuance of nonconforming 
uses.

Nonconforming uses may be continued if:
(1) The use was lawful at the time it was

established. The use has not been discontinued
for a period of six consecutive months since
the nonconformity was established.

(2) The use has not been enlarged in scope
or size in any way, except as required to meet
state or federal standards. (Ord. 361 § 21,
1992).

17.60.020 Discontinuance.
Nonconforming uses may be discontinued if

uses are not conducted in buildings or acces-
sory buildings on the same lot and shall be dis-
continued within two years of the adoption
date of this chapter. (Ord. 361 § 21, 1992).

17.60.030 Alteration.
Nonconforming structures may be altered or

enlarged if:
(1) Alterations to the structure do not

increase the nonconformity in any way; 
(2) Alterations are necessary to meet town,

state or federal requirements; or
(3) Alterations meet the existing require-

ments of the zone in which the structure is
located. (Ord. 361 § 21, 1992).

17.60.040 Restoration of damage.
A nonconforming structure may be restored,

if damaged by fire or other hazard, in the same
location and dimensions as existed before the

damage occurred, if restoration begins within
six months of the date the damage occurred
and damage is less than 50 percent of the cost
of replacement of the structure using new
materials. A future structure or use of the prop-
erty shall conform to the provisions of this
title. (Ord. 361 § 21, 1992).

17.60.050 Continuance of nonconforming 
lots.

Nonconforming lots may be continued if:
(1) The lot was a lawfully established lot at

the time the nonconformity was established;
(2) It does not adjoin a lot which has no

structure on it and is under the same owner-
ship, if the nonconformity is due to lot size;

(3) All uses of the nonconforming lot com-
ply with all other provisions of this title. (Ord.
361 § 21, 1992).

17.60.060 Discontinuance of 
nonconforming lot status.

(1) A single, nonconforming lot adjoins
another, unimproved lot under the same own-
ership. Such lots shall be merged into one sin-
gle lot in order to meet the requirements of this
chapter.

(2) A nonconforming lot adjoins more than
one adjoining unimproved lot under the same
ownership. Such lots shall be merged into the
least number of lots which most nearly meet
the requirements of this chapter. (Ord. 361 §
21, 1992).
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Chapter 17.65

EROSION/LANDSLIDE HAZARD ZONE

(Repealed by Ord. 539)

Chapter 17.70

SIGN CODE

Sections:
17.70.010 Purpose.
17.70.020 Definitions.
17.70.030 Enforcing official.
17.70.040 Right of entry.
17.70.050 Board of appeals.
17.70.060 Permits.
17.70.070 Fees.
17.70.080 Removal of signs.
17.70.090 Existing signs.
17.70.100 Indemnity and insurance.
17.70.110 Obscenity.
17.70.120 Sign on other’s property.
17.70.130 Residential areas.
17.70.140 Commercial areas.
17.70.150 Industrial areas.
17.70.160 Business locator.
17.70.170 Temporary signs.
17.70.180 Nonconforming signs.
17.70.190 Off-premises signs.
17.70.200 Obstructing official signs.
17.70.210 Responsibility of owner.
17.70.220 Variances.
17.70.230 Violation – Penalty.

17.70.010 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to improve the

quality of life and to harmonize the residential
and business environments in the town. It is
intended to reduce signs or advertising distrac-
tions and/or obstructions that may continue to
be hazards or accidents. This document is
designed to recognize the communication
needs of the business community and encour-
age maintenance of those signs, but also to
protect the public health, safety, welfare and
aesthetics by regulating outdoor signs of all
types. (Ord. 384, 1996).

17.70.020 Definitions.
Unless otherwise set forth, the following

words as used in this chapter shall have the fol-
lowing meanings:
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(1) “Changeable copy sign (automatic)”
means a sign on which the copy changes auto-
matically on a lamp bank or through mechani-
cal means, e.g., electrical or electronic time
and temperature units.

(2) “Double-faced sign” means a sign with
two faces.

(3) “Electrical sign” means a sign or sign
structure in which electrical wiring, connec-
tions or fixtures are used.

(4) “Flashing sign” means a sign which con-
tains an intermittent or sequential flashing
light source used primarily to attract attention.
It does not include changeable copy signs, ani-
mated signs or signs which through reflection
or other means, create an illusion of flashing of
intermittent light.

(5) “Freestanding sign” means a sign sup-
ported upon the ground by poles or braces and
not attached to any building.

(6) “Illegal sign” means a sign which does
not meet the requirements of this code and
which has not received legal nonconforming
status.

(7) “Maintenance” means, for purposes of
this ordinance, the cleaning, painting, repair or
replacement of defective parts of a sign in a
manner that does not alter the basic copy,
design or structure of the sign.

(8) “Nonconforming sign” means:
(a) A sign which was erected legally but

which does not comply with subsequently
enacted sign restrictions and regulations;

(b) A sign which does not conform to
the sign code requirements but for which a spe-
cial permit has been issued.

(9) “Off-premises sign” means a sign struc-
ture advertising an establishment, merchan-
dise, service or entertainment, which is not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished at
the property on which the sign is located, e.g.,
“billboards” or “outdoor advertising.”

(10) “Owner” means a person recorded as
such on official records. For the purpose of this
chapter, the owner of property on which a sign
is located is presumed to be the owner of the
sign unless facts to the contrary are officially
recorded or otherwise brought to the attention
of the administrator, e.g., a sign leased from a
sign company.

(11) “Projecting sign” means a sign, other
than a flat wall sign, which is attached to and
projects from a building wall or other structure
not specifically designed to support the sign.

(12) Sign, Area of.
(a) Projecting and Freestanding. The

area of a freestanding or projecting sign shall
have only one face (the largest one) of any
double-faced or multi-faced sign counted in
calculating its area. The area of the sign shall
be measured as follows if the sign is composed
of one or two individual cabinets:

(i) The area around and enclosing the
perimeter of each cabinet or module shall be
summed and then totaled to determine total
area. The perimeter of measurable area shall
not include embellishments such as pole cov-
ers, framing, decorative roofing, etc., provid-
ing that there is not written advertising copy of
such embellishments.

(b) Wall Signs. The area shall be within
a single, continuous perimeter composed of
any straight line geometric figure which
encloses the extreme limits of the advertising
message. If the sign is composed of individual
letters or symbols using the wall as the back-
ground with no added decoration, the total sign
area shall be calculated by measuring the area
within the perimeter of each symbol or letter.
The combined areas of the individual figures
shall be considered the total sign area. (Ord.
384 § 2, 1996).

17.70.030 Enforcing official.
The building official is authorized and

directed to enforce all the provisions of this
code. The mayor or mayor designate shall act
as the building official. (Ord. 384 § 3, 1996).

17.70.040 Right of entry.
Upon presentation of proper credentials the

building official or his duly authorized repre-
sentatives may enter at reasonable times any
building, structure or premises in the town to
perform any duty imposed upon him by this
code. (Ord. 384 § 4, 1996).
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17.70.050 Board of appeals.
In order to provide for reasonable interpre-

tation of the provisions of this code the town
council is constituted a board of appeals to
which appeals may be made by any person
aggrieved by a ruling under this chapter. All
appeals must be made to the town council
within 10 days after date of the act or ruling
appealed from; and the council shall allow the
appellant a full hearing therein and decide the
appeal without undue delay. (Ord. 384 § 5,
1996).

17.70.060 Permits.
(1) Permits Required. No sign shall hereaf-

ter be erected, moved, constructed, structurally
altered or repaired except as provided by this
title and a permit having been duly issued by
the sign inspector.

(2) A separate permit shall be obtained for
State Electrical Code compliance.

(3) Permits Not Required. Exceptions:
(a) Changing of advertising copy;
(b) Maintenance and cleaning, provided

such maintenance and cleaning does not
include structural or electrical changes;

(c) On-premises, nonelectrical signs,
three square feet or less in size. (Ord. 384 § 6,
1996).

17.70.070 Fees.
A schedule of fees covering sign permit fees

and plan-checking fees shall be established
and amended as desired by resolution of the
town council. (Ord. 384 § 7, 1996).

17.70.080 Removal of signs.
Any sign now or hereafter existing which,

for a period of 60 days, no longer advertises a
bona fide business conducted or product sold
shall be taken down and removed by the
owner, agent or person upon whose premises
the sign may be found. Upon failure to comply
with this provision, the building official is
authorized to cause removal of the sign and
any expense incident thereto shall be paid by
the owner of the premises or filed as a lien
against the property. (Ord. 384 § 8, 1996).

17.70.090 Existing signs.
Every sign in existence upon the adoption of

this code shall not be altered or moved unless
it is made to comply with the provisions of this
chapter. Any sign which is not in conformance
therewith shall be removed or altered to com-
ply with this chapter within one year following
adoption of this chapter; provided, that any
sign found to be unsafe or hazardous to public
health and safety by the building official shall
be removed or repaired immediately, without
regard to the one-year compliance period pro-
vided for in this section. (Ord. 384 § 9, 1996).

17.70.100 Indemnity and insurance.
Whenever a sign projects over a street,

right-of-way or in any other way encroaches
upon any town property, the owner of the sign
shall file with the building official a written
agreement to save the town harmless on
account of any damage or injuries sustained as
a result of the construction, operation or main-
tenance of the sign; and shall submit proof that
he is protected by liability and property dam-
age insurance in a sum not less than $5,000
property damage and $20,000 for personal
injuries. (Ord. 384 § 10, 1996).

17.70.110 Obscenity.
No person shall display on any sign any

matter which is immoral or obscene. (Ord. 384
§ 11, 1996).

17.70.120 Sign on other’s property.
No person shall place or maintain a sign on

property of another person without first
obtaining permission from the owner of the
property. (Ord. 384 § 12, 1996).

17.70.130 Residential areas.
In areas which are zoned urban residential in

the town only the following nameplates and
signs shall be permitted, and the following reg-
ulations shall apply:

(1) A nameplate, not exceeding two square
feet in area, stating title or person practicing a
profession, name of building and name of
agent;
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(2) A bulletin sign, not exceeding 15 square
feet in area, erected upon the premises of a
church or other institution and stating its activ-
ities or services;

(3) A land sales sign, nonilluminated
advertising the sale or development of lot sub-
divisions containing an area not less than
seven lots, erected upon the property so devel-
oped and advertised for sale; provided, the size
of the sign shall not exceed 25 square feet;

(4) A real estate sign, nonilluminated, not
exceeding six square feet in area, pertaining to
the sale or lease of the premises;

(5) A contractor’s sign, nonilluminated,
advertising the development or improvement
of a property by a builder, contractor or other
person furnishing service, materials or labor to
the premises; the sign shall not exceed six
square feet in area;

(6) No sign shall be erected upon or applied
to any roof. The term “sign” as used in this
subsection shall not apply to a religious sym-
bol, unaccompanied by lettering, when applied
to the cornice, tower or spire of a place of wor-
ship;

(7) Permitted illumination of a sign, name-
plate or bulletin board shall be of a nonflashing
type;

(8) Signs shall be located at least to the
legal setback of the property lines;

(9) Signs as referred to in this section and
elsewhere in this chapter shall be constructed
of durable materials and shall be kept in safe
condition and good repair and appearance;

(10) No permit for the erection, construc-
tion or maintenance of signs permitted under
subsections (3), (4) and (5) of this section shall
be issued for a period exceeding one year;

(11) No permit for a billboard, exterior por-
table sign or exterior wind-operated display or
other display with moving parts shall be issued
for any residential area. (Ord. 384 § 13, 1996).

17.70.140 Commercial areas.
In areas which are zoned commercial dis-

trict (CD) the following regulations apply:
(1) The exterior nameplates or signs on any

building shall be as follows:
(a) Projecting signs shall not exceed 100

square feet of area.

(b) Wall signs shall not be regulated as
to size.

(c) Freestanding signs shall not exceed
200 square feet of total sign area. Rooftop
signs will be considered as “freestanding.”

(2) Commercial buildings with multiple
occupancy shall comply with subsection (1) of
this section.

(3) Sandwich boards and portable signs are
allowed under the following conditions:

(a) They shall not exceed two feet in
overall width and four feet overall in height;

(b) Must be wind-firm or fastened in
some acceptable manner;

(c) May not obstruct more than 20 per-
cent of public right-of-way. A minimum clear-
ance of clear passage shall be four feet.

(4) Signs shall be installed according to
Uniform Building and Sign Code and shall not
project beyond two-thirds of the distance from
the property line to the street right-of-way.

(5) Rapid flashing signs are prohibited.
Slow-rolling and automatic changeable copy
signs that present no danger or distraction shall
conform to subsection (6) of this section.

(6) Signs, lighted or unlighted, which inter-
fere with traffic devises or traffic safety are
prohibited, which determination shall be in the
sole discretion of the chief of police, Washing-
ton State Department of Transportation or the
sign inspector.

(7) Signs which imitate official traffic signs
or signals as determined solely by the chief of
police, Washington State Department of
Transportation or sign inspector shall be pro-
hibited.

(8) Total sign height shall not exceed 36
feet measured from top of sign to curb height.

(9) Signs beneath overhangs or awnings
shall be considered in subsection (1) and are
limited to one foot in height and three feet in
length and must have a minimum clearance of
eight feet above curb height.

(10) Permanent signs affixed to stationary
or inoperable vehicles for the purposes of
advertising are prohibited. This is not to
include business, company or government
entity vehicle identification.
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(11) Signs must be installed a minimum of
14 feet above curb height, except signs
allowed in subsection (9) of this section. (Ord.
384 § 14, 1996).

17.70.150 Industrial areas.
In areas which are zoned industrial district

(ID), the following regulations apply:
(1) Signs erected in an area zoned industrial

shall not exceed 28 square feet nor be higher
than six feet above grade.

(2) Buildings having multiple occupancy
shall be allowed individual signs as set forth in
subsection (1) of this section.

(3) In the event a building is located in such
a manner that would allow passing traffic to
enter either the front or rear, a sign equal to
subsection (1) of this section will be permitted
at the rear entrance also.

(4) Rooftop signs shall not be permitted.
(5) Entrance signs to industrial parks need

not conform to subsection (1) of this section;
however, approval of such signs by the town
council is required.

(6) Signs erected at ground level in an area
zoned industrial district (ID) must be no more
than one-half the distance from the building to
the property line.

(7) Electrically lighted signs may be
installed in the building, parallel to the build-
ing only; electrically lighted signs may not be
installed at right angles to the building. (Ord.
384 § 15, 1996).

17.70.160 Business locator.
Businesses located within the boundaries of

the town of South Cle Elum are to be prohib-
ited from erecting either permanent or tempo-
rary locator, promotional or directional signs
for said business within the limits of the town
unless such signs are located on the business
property itself and conform to the South Cle
Elum sign codes.

(1) All businesses will be limited to one
locator-directional sign to be located at the
southwest corner of Grant and South Cle Elum
Way on a structure, the size of four feet by
eight feet, for such purpose, erected and main-
tained by the town of South Cle Elum or agent
of the town.

(2) Sign size will be uniform for all busi-
nesses and will measure 60 inches long and 14
inches high.

(3) Businesses will pay the cost of con-
structing their individual signs in addition to a
yearly fee of $25.00 to cover the costs of erect-
ing and maintaining this structure and the signs
attached to it.

(4) Exceptions to this section must be
brought before and approved by the town
council. (Ord. 394, 1997; Ord. 384 § 16, 1996).

17.70.170 Temporary signs.
Temporary signs are defined as signs

announcing political candidacy, special events
or any sign which becomes meaningless due to
the passage of time for a period of one year or
less. The following regulations apply to tem-
porary signs:

(1) Political signs shall be no larger than
nine square feet.

(2) Permission must be obtained from the
appropriate property owner to erect a sign for
which an individual seeks election to an office
or position.

(3) Political signs shall not be erected or dis-
played more than 90 days prior to an election.

(4) Exterior political signs or event signs
shall be removed not more than 15 days fol-
lowing the applicable election or event date.

(5) Yard sale signs shall be placed on a des-
ignated place on the business locator board
found at Grant Street and South Cle Elum
Way. These signs must be removed within
three working days of the last event date listed.
(Ord. 384 § 17, 1996).

17.70.180 Nonconforming signs.
(1) A nonconforming sign shall lose its sta-

tus as a nonconforming sign if:
(a) The sign is relocated or replaced.
(b) The structure or size of the sign is

altered in any way. This section shall exclude
normal and routine maintenance.

(2) Maintenance. Nonconforming signs
shall be subject to all requirements of this
chapter regarding safety, maintenance and
repair. If the sign suffers more than 50 percent
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appraised damage or deterioration, it must be
brought into conformance with the chapter or
removed.

(3) All signs present on premises in the
commercial district and installed prior to April
2, 1996 shall be allowed, except those signs
constructed on or interfering with the public
right-of-way. (Ord. 384 § 18, 1996).

17.70.190 Off-premises signs.
(1) Off-premises signs in the commercial

district are not allowed except as set forth in
subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Existing off-premises signs in the com-
mercial district as of April 2, 1996 shall be
considered nonconforming signs hereafter.

(3) Off-premises signs in the urban residen-
tial or industrial districts are not allowed, and
existing off-premises signs within the urban
residential or industrial districts must be
removed. (Ord. 384 § 19, 1996).

17.70.200 Obstructing official signs.
No sign shall be erected in such a manner as

to confuse or obstruct the view of motorists on
the streets of the town; nor in such manner or
to confuse or obstruct the view or interpreta-
tion of any official traffic sign signal or device.
(Ord. 384 § 20, 1996).

17.70.210 Responsibility of owner. 
This chapter shall not be construed to

relieve or lessen the responsibility of any per-
son owning or operating or installing any sign
for damages to property or injuries to persons
caused by the construction, maintenance or
operation of any sign or any defect therein.
Nor shall the town or any agent thereof be held
or construed as assuming any such liability or
responsibility by reason of the permits, fees
and inspections provided for in this chapter.
The minimum safety requirements and regula-
tions prescribed in this chapter shall not relieve
the property owner nor the person constructing
or maintaining a sign from the obligation of
taking any additional steps necessary to make
and keep the sign safe for persons and prop-
erty. (Ord. 384 § 21, 1996).

17.70.220 Variances. 
Recognizing that there are certain uses of

signs that may not be detrimental to the public
health, safety, morals and general welfare,
depending on the facts of each particular case,
such uses may be allowed even though non-
conforming, upon special permit from the
town council, adopted after written application
by the person requesting the sign. Any such
permit may be conditional or contain limita-
tions and may be terminated upon a finding by
the town council that any such conditions or
limitations have been violated. Such special
permits may be issued by the town council
when there are practical difficulties in the way
of carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance.
provided that the spirit of the sign ordinance
shall be observed, public safety secured and
substantial justice done. (Ord. 384 § 22, 1996).

17.70.230 Violation – Penalty.
It is unlawful for any person, firm, corpora-

tion or group to erect, construct, enlarge, alter,
repair, move, improve, remove, convert,
demolish, equip, use or maintain any sign or
structure in the town, or cause or permit the
same to be done, contrary to or in violation of
any of the provisions of this chapter. Each such
person, firm, corporation or group shall be
guilty of a separate offense for each and every
day or portion thereof during which any viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this chapter is
committed, continued or permitted and upon
conviction of any such violation shall be pun-
ished as set forth in this chapter. A penalty of
$25.00 per day will be issued for each and
every day for any violation of any of the provi-
sions of this chapter committed or continued.
(Ord. 384 § 23, 1996).
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Title 18

LAND USE PERMIT PROCEDURES

Chapters:
18.05 Land Use Permits
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Chapter 18.05

LAND USE PERMITS

Sections:
18.05.010 Required combined SEPA permit 

application.
18.05.020 Optional combined development 

permit application.
18.05.030 Issuance of determination of 

completeness.
18.05.040 Combined public hearing with 

other public agencies with 
jurisdiction over the proposed 
project.

18.05.050 Public hearing – Combined reports.
18.05.060 Time limit for permit review and 

decision.
18.05.070 Offices established.
18.05.080 Administrator – Authority and 

duties.
18.05.090 Town council – Authority and 

duties.
18.05.100 Appeals.

18.05.010 Required combined SEPA 
permit application.

A combined review and decision process
shall be used by the town for all projects
requiring SEPA review and a specific develop-
ment permit. Those projects requiring SEPA
review shall be required to submit full applica-
tion and checklist information for the respec-
tive permit and SEPA review. Review and
action on the combined SEPA and permit
application shall be subject to the 120-day time
procedure outlined in SCEMC 18.05.060. The
combined public hearing and review proce-
dure shall follow the public hearing process set
forth in those sections which apply to the
respective permit action requested as con-
tained in this chapter, as hereafter amended.
(Ord. 397 § 1, 1998).

18.05.020 Optional combined development 
permit application.

A combined review and decision process
may be used for projects requiring multiple
development permits, including SEPA review,
by request of the applicant. Any requests for a

combined review and decision process shall
require submission of the full application
information for the individual development
permits required by the project, and a com-
pleted SEPA checklist, if applicable to the pro-
posed project.

All combined requests must include com-
plete applications which are necessary precon-
ditions for subsequent development; for
example, if a building permit includes a SEPA
and design review permit, the combined appli-
cation must include all three actions. (Ord. 397
§ 2, 1998).

18.05.030 Issuance of determination of 
completeness.

The administrator shall notify in writing any
applicant for a development permit or com-
bined development permits whether or not
their applications are complete. Such written
notification shall be issued no later than 28
days after the receipt of the first application
materials. 

If application are not deemed complete, the
administrator shall include in the written
notice which materials or information is not
provided. Subsequent notices of completion
shall follow not more than 28 days after receipt
by the town of additional information from the
applicant.

The date on which the administrator deems
the application complete shall be considered
the first day of the 120-day review period for
the development permit or combined develop-
ment permit review and decision process. 

The administrator shall issue a notice of
application to all applicable public agencies
with jurisdiction over the proposed project
within 14 days after the final determination of
completeness. (Ord. 397 § 3, 1998).

18.05.040 Combined public hearing with 
other public agencies with 
jurisdiction over the proposed 
project.

The applicant for a development permit
from the town may request that one open
record public hearing be held between the
town and any public agency with jurisdiction.
The intention of such combined public hearing
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would be to supply the different public agen-
cies with the same public record for their sep-
arate review and decision-making process.

Such request for a combined public hearing
shall be subject to mutual agreement between
the applicant and the town as to the timing of
the public hearing and the expense related to
compiling the record required by the various
public agencies involved. (Ord. 397 § 4,
1998).

18.05.050 Public hearing – Combined 
reports.

The town shall conduct no more than one
open record public hearing and one closed
record public hearing on any development per-
mit or combined development permit applica-
tion, including any appeals which are directed
to the town council for action. 

After the date of the public hearing, the
applicant may request the administrator to
issue a combined report listing any decisions
or recommendations made on the development
permit or combined development permit as of
the date of the report. The applicant may
request such report a maximum of two sepa-
rate times after the date of the public hearing.
(Ord. 397 § 5, 1998).

18.05.060 Time limit for permit review and 
decision.

The town shall complete the necessary
review and issue decisions on development
permits or combined development permit
applications no later than 120 days after the
date the applications are deemed complete by
the administrator. Such 120-day time limit
applies to all review bodies or individuals who
have review and decision authority under the
applicable ordinance provisions of the town. 

Completion of permit(s) review and deci-
sions within the above 120-day limit shall not
apply in the following instances:

(1) If the applicant has been notified by the
local government to correct plans, perform
required studies, or provide additional infor-
mation, the 120-day review/decision period
shall be stopped during the period of time

between notification to the applicant of addi-
tional information required and receipt by the
town of the required information.

(2) If the SEPA review committee requires
the development of an environmental impact
statement on the proposed project or action,
the 120-day review period shall resume 14
days after acceptance of the final environmen-
tal impact statement by the SEPA committee.

(3) If the town and the applicant mutually
agree to an extension of time for the review
and decision-making process.

(4) If the permit applications require an
amendment to the comprehensive plan or any
applicable development regulations.

(5) If, in the opinion of the respective deci-
sion-making authority, the permit applications
undergo substantial revision by the applicant.
In such cases, the 120-day review period shall
recommence from the date that the revised per-
mit application is deemed to be complete.

(6) During the period of time that appeals
are heard and decided either by the town coun-
cil or the superior court. 

In no instances shall the applicant for a
development permit or combined development
permit attempt to hold the town liable for dam-
ages to the city’s failure to make final deci-
sions within the time limits contained in this
section or the time limits contained in Section
413 of Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1724,
Chapter 347, Laws of 1995, Revised Code of
Washington. (Ord. 397 § 6, 1998).

18.05.070 Offices established.
The town attorney shall be that person des-

ignated by the town mayor as the administrator
responsible for the administration and enforce-
ment of the various land use development per-
mits in the town of South Cle Elum. The town
council shall be that entity designated by the
town council as the entity responsible to hear
and decide upon appeals made to design
review such as permits, SEPA committee
determinations, and conditional use permits.
(Ord. 397 § 7, 1998).
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18.05.080 Administrator – Authority and 
duties.

The administrator shall have the following
authority and responsibilities:

(1) Receive and determine when permit
applications are complete.

(2) Schedule public hearings required for
the permit review before the applicable deci-
sion-making body.

(3) Maintain and distribute the recorded
and written public record upon request. 

(4) Ensure that all applicable time limits are
either met, or made known to both the appli-
cant and the respective decision-making body.

(5) Ensure that all fees are collected from
the applicant.

(6) Ensure that all required public notifica-
tions for permit review are accomplished.

(7) Review and make final decisions on all
boundary line adjustment applications.

(8) Coordinate the staff review of permit
applications and insure that all written staff
comments and recommendations on permits
are made part of the public record. (Ord. 397
§ 8, 1998).

18.05.090 Town council – Authority and 
duties.

The town council shall have the following
authority and responsibilities:

(1) Hear, make a public record of, and
decide appeals filed which contest final land
use permit decisions made by the administra-
tor for boundary line adjustments, State Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (SEPA) determinations,
design review permits, and conditional use
permits.

(2) Conduct no more than one closed
record public hearing in the course of hearing
and deciding upon any appeal made for the
above land use decisions. 

(3) Develop, maintain and make available
upon request, files which contain the relevant
permit appeal forms, document and public
record.

(4) Ensure that all necessary public notifi-
cation to members of the public, appellants and
applicable town decision-making body is car-
ried out during the course of hearing and
deciding appeals. (Ord. 397 § 9, 1998).

18.05.100 Appeals.
Appeals to decisions rendered on applica-

tions for regular plat subdivisions and zoning
ordinance amendments shall be made to supe-
rior court. Appeals to decisions rendered on
applications made for design review board
permits, preliminary short subdivisions, SEPA
checklist determinations, conditional use per-
mits, and boundary line adjustment permits
shall be made to the town council. The follow-
ing procedures shall be used in the course of
the town council hearing and deciding upon
such appeals:

(1) Applicants or individuals receiving the
required public notices for land use permits, or
residents of the town of South Cle Elum, may
appeal the applicable final land use permit
decisions. Such appeals shall be filed in writ-
ing with the town council within 10 working
days of the issuance of the applicable land use
decision of the town. Further, such appeals
shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee,
as established by the town by resolution, in
order for the appeal to be complete.

(2) The town council shall schedule time
for a public hearing on the appeal, and shall
conduct such public hearing for the purpose of
gathering facts, testimony and compiling a
public record upon which the town council’s
decision on the appeal shall be based.

(3) The time, date and place of the sched-
uled public hearing shall be communicated in
writing to both the appellant and the respective
town decision-making body which decision is
the subject of the appeal. Both the appellants
and the town shall be allowed a minimum of
10 working days to prepare material for pre-
sentation at the public hearing on the appeal.

(4) The decision of the town council, on all
appeals, shall be based upon the public record,
as well as relevant portions of the town code
which pertain to the permit or project subject
to the appeal request.

(5) The town council may either affirm the
appeal, deny the appeal, or affirm part and
deny part of the appeal request. If the town
council’s decision denies in whole, or part, the
permit decision, the town council’s decision
shall be used by the town to issue or deny the
land use permit subject to the appeal decision.
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(6) The town council shall transmit the
written decisions along with findings and con-
clusions based upon the public record to the
appellants and respective town decision-mak-
ing body not more than 30 days after the date
of the public hearing.

(7) The timely filing of an appeal under this
chapter shall stay the effective date of the final
land use permit decision until a written deci-
sion, findings and conclusions are produced
and distributed by the town council. (Ord. 631
§ 3, 2022; Ord. 471 Exh. A, 2006; Ord. 397
§ 10, 1998).
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Title 19

SUBDIVISIONS

Chapters:
19.05 General Provisions
19.10 Definitions
19.15 Subdivision Procedures
19.20 Submittal Requirements
19.25 Subdivision General Requirements and Minimum Standards
19.30 Improvements
19.35 Conformance Required
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Chapter 19.05

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:
19.05.010 Title.
19.05.015 Purpose.
19.05.020 Applicability.
19.05.025 Exemptions.
19.05.030 Authority.

19.05.010 Title.
This title shall be hereinafter known as the

South Cle Elum subdivision code. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).

19.05.015 Purpose.
The purpose of this title is to provide for the

orderly subdivision of land within the town of
South Cle Elum. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.05.020 Applicability.
This section shall apply to the division of

land into two or more lots, unless specifically
exempted below. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.05.025 Exemptions.
The provisions of this title shall not apply to:
(1) Adjusting boundary lines in a manner

which does not create any additional lots or
tracts nor create any lot which contains insuf-
ficient area or dimensions to meet minimum
requirements for a building site under the town
zoning code;

(2) Division of land where no lot is less
than 20 acres;

(3) Divisions made by testamentary provi-
sions or the laws of descent;

(4) Cemeteries and other burial plots while
used for that purpose;

(5) Other exemptions available under RCW
58.17.040. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.05.030 Authority.
The town council, hereafter referred to as

the council, is vested with the duty of adminis-
tering subdivision regulations within the town,
and may prepare and require the use of such
forms as are essential to the administration of
this title. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

Chapter 19.10

DEFINITIONS

Sections:
19.10.005 General.
19.10.010 Alley.
19.10.015 Applicant.
19.10.020 Arterial.
19.10.030 Block.
19.10.040 Commission.
19.10.050 Comprehensive plan.
19.10.060 Council.
19.10.070 Cul-de-sac.
19.10.080 Dedication.
19.10.090 Easement.
19.10.100 Lot.
19.10.110 Plat.
19.10.120 Plat certificate.
19.10.130 Plat, final.
19.10.140 Plat, preliminary.
19.10.150 Short subdivision.
19.10.160 Subdivision.
19.10.170 Subdivision road, major.
19.10.180 Subdivision road, minor.

19.10.005 General.
Certain words and terms used in this title are

defined in this chapter. Words not defined
shall be presumed to have common and uni-
versally accepted dictionary meanings. When
not inconsistent with the context, words used
in the present tense shall include the future; the
singular shall include the plural, and the plural
the singular; the word “shall” is always man-
datory, and the word “may” indicates a use of
discretion in making a decision. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.10.010 Alley.
“Alley” means a public or private strip of

land which is permanently reserved, serving as
a secondary means of access to abutting prop-
erty. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.015 Applicant.
“Applicant” means a person, including a

corporate person, who undertakes to create a
subdivision. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).
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19.10.020 Arterial.
“Arterial” means any road so designated in

the comprehensive plan or designated as such
by the planning commission during prelimi-
nary hearing. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.030 Block.
“Block” means a group of lots, tracts, or par-

cels within well-defined and fixed boundaries.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.040 Commission.
“Commission” means the planning commis-

sion of the town. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.050 Comprehensive plan.
“Comprehensive plan” means the current

comprehensive plan of the town of South Cle
Elum. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.060 Council.
“Council” means the town council. (Ord.

462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.070 Cul-de-sac.
“Cul-de-sac” means a road closed at one end

by a circular area of sufficient size for turning
vehicles around. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.080 Dedication.
“Dedication” means the deliberate appropri-

ation of land by an owner for any general and
public uses, reserving no other rights than such
as are compatible with the full exercise and
enjoyment of the public uses to which the
property has been devoted. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.10.090 Easement.
“Easement” means a grant by a property

owner to specific persons or to the public to
use land for a specific purpose or purposes.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.100 Lot.
“Lot” means a fractional part of subdivided

lands having fixed boundaries, being of suffi-
cient area and dimension to meet minimum

zoning requirements for width and area. The
term shall include tracts or parcels. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).

19.10.110 Plat.
“Plat” means a map or visual representation

of a subdivision or short subdivision, showing
thereon the division of a tract or parcel of land
into lots, blocks, roads and alleys or other divi-
sions and dedications. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.120 Plat certificate.
“Plat certificate” means a certificate show-

ing ownership of land proposed for subdivi-
sion or short subdivision, including all
encumbrances thereon. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.130 Plat, final.
“Final plat” means the final plat or final sub-

division drawing and dedication prepared for
council approval and filing for record with the
county auditor. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.140 Plat, preliminary.
“Preliminary plat” means the preliminary

plat or preliminary subdivision drawing and
dedication prepared for preliminary council
approval. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.150 Short subdivision.
“Short subdivision” means the division of

land into two or more, but no more than four,
lots for the purpose of sale, lease or transfer of
ownership. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.10.160 Subdivision.
“Subdivision” means the division of land

into five or more lots for the purpose of sale,
lease or transfer of ownership. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.10.170 Subdivision road, major.
“Major subdivision road” means a road

within a subdivision which provides for pri-
mary circulation therein and which may pro-
vide access to adjacent lands. Designation as a
major road shall be made by the planning com-
mission during preliminary hearing. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).
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19.10.180 Subdivision road, minor.
“Minor subdivision road” means a road

within a subdivision which serves as a collec-
tor for the major subdivision road or for an
adjacent town road. Such roads are commonly
dead-end or cul-de-sac roads and serve few
lots. Designation as a minor road shall be made
by the planning commission during prelimi-
nary hearing. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

Chapter 19.15

SUBDIVISION PROCEDURES

Sections:
19.15.010 General.
19.15.015 Preliminary plat procedures.
19.15.020 Final plat procedures.
19.15.025 Preliminary short subdivision 

procedures.
19.15.030 Final short subdivision.

19.15.010 General.
All subdivisions must comply with the stan-

dards and regulations of this title. Preliminary
plat approval is required prior to construction
of improvments. Improvements must be con-
structed or a guarantee and security provided
for such improvements prior to final plat
approval. All subdivisions shall be recorded
with Kittitas County. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.15.015 Preliminary plat procedures.
The procedures for processing a preliminary

plat application are as follows:
(1) Determination of Complete Applica-

tion.
(a) The town clerk shall review or

appoint staff to review preliminary plat appli-
cations for completeness according to SCEMC
19.20.010 in accordance with the procedures
of SCEMC 18.05.030. Within 28 days after
receiving a preliminary plat application, writ-
ten notification shall be mailed or provided in
person to the applicant, stating either:

(i) That the application is complete
and will be processed accordingly; or

(ii) That the application is incomplete
and what information is necessary to make the
application complete.

(b) A preliminary plat application is
complete when it meets the submittal require-
ments of SCEMC 19.20.010.

(c) The determination of completeness
shall not preclude the town from requesting
additional information or studies if new infor-
mation is required to continue evaluation of
the proposed subdivision.

(d) An incomplete application shall
expire after 180 calendar days unless all of the
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requested information is submitted prior to the
expiration date.

(2) Public Notice. Upon acceptance of the
preliminary plat application as complete, the
town shall set a date for an open record public
hearing before the planning commission and
issue notice of such hearing.

(a) Informal notice shall be mailed to
owners of property within 300 feet of the pro-
posed subdivision.

(b) Legal notice, including a vicinity
map and description of the proposal, shall be:

(i) Published not less than 10 days
prior to the hearing in the official newspaper of
the town;

(ii) Posted on the official bulletin
board of the town.

(3) Routing and Review. To the extent
known, the town clerk shall identify local,
state, or federal departments or agencies that
may have jurisdiction over, or interest in, the
subdivision application. The town clerk shall
forward copies of the preliminary plat applica-
tion to such entities.

(a) All reviewing departments and agen-
cies shall review the preliminary plat and
return their comments to the town clerk within
15 days.

(b) Failure to report within the desig-
nated comment period shall be interpreted to
indicate that the proposed subdivision will not
adversely affect the department or agency noti-
fied.

(4) Planning Commission Recommenda-
tion.

(a) At an open record public hearing, the
planning commission shall consider all rele-
vant evidence and evaluate whether the pro-
posed subdivision:

(i) Complies with the comprehensive
plan:

(A) Specifically, that the pro-
posed subdivision is consistent with the uses
and densities in the comprehensive plan area
designations;

(ii) Complies with the town code;
(iii) Includes appropriate provisions

for access, drainage, utilities, fire protection,
open space, school sites and other public and
private facilities and improvements.

(b) Any hearing may be continued at the
discretion of the commission.

(c) Not later than 14 days following con-
clusion of the open record hearing, the com-
mission shall submit its written report and
recommendations to the legislative body. The
commission may recommend that the pro-
posed plat be approved, approved with condi-
tions or disapproved. Recommended
conditions of approval shall be precisely
recited in the commission’s report.

(d) Records of the commission hearings
on preliminary plats shall be kept by the town
clerk and shall be open to public inspection.

(5) Council Decision. Upon receipt of the
commission’s recommendation, the council
shall, at its next regularly scheduled public
meeting, set the date for a closed record hear-
ing at which the council shall consider the
commission’s recommendation on the pro-
posed subdivision.

(a) At the hearing, the council shall
review the recommendations of the planning
commission and any other relevant evidence
presented to it.

(b) The council shall approve, condi-
tionally approve, or disapprove the prelimi-
nary plat. All conditions of approval shall be
precisely stated in the council’s decision.

(6) Expiration. A final plat meeting all
requirements of this title shall be submitted to
the town for approval within three years of the
date of preliminary plat approval.

(a) An applicant who files a written
request with the town at least 30 days before
the expiration of this three-year period may be
granted a single one-year extension upon a
showing that a good faith attempt has been
made to submit the final plat within the three-
year period. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.15.020 Final plat procedures.
The procedures for processing a final plat

application are as follows:
(1) Determination of complete application.
(2) The town clerk shall review final plat

applications for completeness according to
SCEMC 19.20.010 in accordance with the pro-
cedures of SCEMC 18.05.030. Within 28 days
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after receiving a final plat application, written
notification shall be mailed or provided in per-
son to the applicant, stating either:

(a) That the application is complete and
will be processed accordingly; or

(b) That the application is incomplete
and what is necessary to make the application
complete.

(i) An incomplete application shall
expire after 180 calendar days unless all of the
requested information is submitted prior to the
expiration date.

(3) Planning Commission Recommenda-
tion.

(a) The planning commission shall eval-
uate the final plat at an open public hearing to
determine:

(i) Whether conditions of prelimi-
nary plat approval have been met;

(ii) Whether the required improve-
ments have been installed or a guarantee and
security has been filed to assure their installa-
tion;

(iii) Whether the requirements of
state law and this title have been satisfied by
the applicant;

(iv) The commission shall recom-
mend approval or disapproval of the proposed
final plat and communicate its decision in writ-
ing to the council and the applicant.

(4) Council Decision.
(a) Approval by the council shall be by

resolution and set forth all conditions by which
approval is granted. The mayor and clerk shall
sign the mylars and affix the town seal to rep-
resent final council approval.

(b) The planning commission and appli-
cant shall be notified in writing of the council’s
action on the final plat.

(c) If the final plat is denied, the mylars
shall be returned to the applicant with a state-
ment of the council’s reason for denial.

(5) Recording. If the council approves the
plat, the clerk shall send the mylars to the
county to be recorded with the appropriate
county officials. A certified copy of the plat
shall be returned to the town and filed by the
clerk.

(6) Appeals. Appeals of a council decision
of a preliminary plat or final plat shall be con-
ducted in accordance with SCEMC 18.05.100.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.15.025 Preliminary short subdivision 
procedures.

The procedures for processing a preliminary
short subdivision application are as follows:

(1) Determination of Complete Applica-
tion.

(a) The town clerk shall review or
appoint staff to review preliminary short sub-
division applications for completeness accord-
ing to SCEMC 19.20.010 in accordance with
the procedures of SCEMC 18.05.030. Within
28 days after receiving a preliminary plat
application, written notification shall be
mailed or provided in person to the applicant,
stating either:

(i) That the application is complete
and will be processed accordingly; or

(ii) That the application is incomplete
and what information is necessary to make the
application complete.

(b) A short subdivision application is
complete when it meets the submittal require-
ments of SCEMC 19.20.010.

(c) The determination of completeness
shall not preclude the town from requesting
additional information or studies if new infor-
mation is required to continue evaluation of
the proposed subdivision.

(d) An incomplete application shall
expire after 180 calendar days unless all of the
requested information is submitted prior to the
expiration date.

(2) Public Notice. Upon acceptance of the
short subdivision as complete, the town shall
issue public notice:

(a) Informal notice shall be mailed to
owners of property within 300 feet of the pro-
posed subdivision.

(b) Legal notice, including a vicinity
map and description of the proposal, shall be:

(i) Published in the official newspa-
per of the town;

(ii) Posted on the official bulletin
board of the town.
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(3) Routing and Review. To the extent
known, staff shall identify local, state, or fed-
eral departments or agencies that may have
jurisdiction over, or interest in, the subdivision
application. The staff shall forward copies of
the preliminary plat application to such enti-
ties.

(a) All reviewing departments and agen-
cies shall review the preliminary plat and
return their comments to the administrator
within 15 days.

(b) Failure to report within the desig-
nated comment period shall be interpreted to
indicate that the proposed subdivision will not
adversely affect the department or agency noti-
fied.

(4) Staff Decision.
(a) Staff shall consider all relevant evi-

dence and evaluate whether the proposed short
subdivision:

(i) Complies with the comprehensive
plan:

(A) Specifically, that the pro-
posed subdivision is consistent with the uses
and densities in the comprehensive plan area
designations;

(ii) Complies with the town code;
(iii) Includes appropriate provisions

for access, drainage, utilities, fire protection,
open space, school sites and other public and
private facilities and improvements.

(b) The staff may decide that the pro-
posed short subdivision be approved,
approved with conditions or disapproved.
Conditions of approval shall be precisely
recited in the staff report.

(c) Not later than 14 days following the
staff’s decision, the town shall publish its writ-
ten report in the town newspaper and provide
copies to parties of record.

(d) Records of the staff findings shall be
kept by the clerk of the council and shall be
open to public inspection.

(5) Appeals. Appeals of a staff decision on
a short subdivision may be made to the town
council in accordance with SCEMC
18.05.100.

(6) Expiration. A final short subdivision
meeting all requirements of this title shall be
submitted to the town for approval within three
years of the date of preliminary subdivision
approval.

(a) An applicant who files a written
request with the town at least 30 days before
the expiration of this three-year period may be
granted one one-year extension upon a show-
ing that a good faith attempt has been made to
submit the final plat within the three-year
period. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.15.030 Final short subdivision.
The procedures for processing a final short

subdivision application are as follows:
(1) Determination of Complete Applica-

tion.
(a) The town clerk shall review or

appoint staff to review final short subdivisions
for completeness according to SCEMC
18.05.030. Within 28 days after receiving a
short subdivision application, written notifica-
tion shall be mailed or provided in person to
the applicant, stating either:

(i) That the application is complete
and will be processed accordingly; or

(ii) That the application is incomplete
and what is necessary to make the application
complete.

(A) An incomplete application
shall expire after 180 calendar days unless all
of the requested information is submitted prior
to the expiration date.

(b) A final short subdivision shall be
deemed complete when it meets SCEMC
19.20.010.

(c) A determination of completeness
shall not preclude the town from requesting
additional information necessary for evaluat-
ing the final short subdivision.

(d) Staff Review.
(i) Staff shall review the final short

subdivision to determine:
(A) Whether conditions of prelim-

inary short subdivision approval have been
met;

(B) Whether the required
improvements have been installed or a guaran-
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tee and security has been filed to assure their
installation;

(C) Whether the requirements of
state law and this title have been satisfied by
the applicant.

(2) Staff Decision.
(a) Approval by the staff shall be in a

written report which sets forth all conditions
by which approval is granted. The clerk shall
sign the mylars and affix the town seal to rep-
resent the town’s approval.

(b) If the final plat is denied, the mylars
shall be returned to the applicant with a state-
ment of the staff’s reason for denial.

(c) The staff shall forward notice of the
town approval or disapproval of the proposed
short subdivision and communicate its deci-
sion in writing to the council and the applicant.

(3) Recording. If the town approves the
plat, the clerk shall send the mylars to the
county to be recorded with the appropriate
county officials. A certified copy of the plat
shall be returned to the town and filed by the
clerk.

(4) Redivision. Within a five-year period
following the recording of a short subdivision
in accordance with the provisions of this title,
property within a short subdivision may not be
further divided through the short subdivision
process if it would result in more than a total of
four lots. However, any revision of the lot lines
of an approved short subdivision in which the
total number of lots is not increased shall not
be considered a further division. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

Chapter 19.20

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Sections:
19.20.010 Preliminary plats and preliminary 

short subdivisions.
19.20.015 Final plats and final short 

subdivisions.

19.20.010 Preliminary plats and 
preliminary short subdivisions.

Any person desiring to subdivide land shall
prepare and submit at least eight copies of a
preliminary plat application, meeting the
requirements of this section, to the town clerk
or designee. Unless waived or modified by the
town, the following submittal items shall be
required for a preliminary subdivision applica-
tion to be accepted for review:

(1) Project Narrative. The applicant shall
provide a clear and concise description of the
proposed subdivision, including:

(a) Name and contact information of
owner;

(b) Name and contact information of
applicant, if different from owner;

(c) Project name and location;
(d) Zoning designation of the site and

adjacent properties;
(e) Comprehensive plan designation of

the site and adjacent properties;
(f) Current use of the site and any exist-

ing improvements;
(g) Special site features (i.e., wetlands,

water bodies, steep slopes);
(h) Proposed number, size, and density

of the new lots;
(i) Proposed use of the new lots;
(j) Explanation of any land to be dedi-

cated to the town;
(k) Any modifications to standards

being requested.
(2) Survey. The applicant shall provide a

survey of existing conditions, completed by a
licensed surveyor, submitted on 18-by-24-inch
sheets drawn at a scale approved by the town,
and including the following data:

(a) Legal description of land surveyed;
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(b) Date of survey, graphic scale, and
north arrow;

(c) Contour lines at intervals of two feet
or less for slopes greater than five percent,
five-foot intervals for slopes 10 percent or
greater;

(d) Location, width and type of all
roads, streets, alleys, easements, and rights-of-
way on and adjacent to the proposed subdivi-
sion;

(e) Location of all marshes, water
courses, and areas subject to flooding;

(f) Existing uses and location of all
structures on the property.

(3) Preliminary Plat Drawing. A prelimi-
nary plat drawing shall be submitted on 18-by-
24-inch sheets drawn at a scale of one inch
equals 100 feet or other scale approved by the
town and include the following data:

(a) Name of proposed subdivision and
space for town file number;

(b) Location of subdivision by section,
township, range, county and state;

(c) Legal description of land contained
within the subdivision;

(d) Name(s) and address of the sur-
veyor, engineer, and all property owners;

(e) Date of survey, graphic scale, and
north arrow;

(f) Vicinity map;
(g) Drawing of the subject property with

all existing and proposed property lines
dimensioned;

(h) Names, locations, types, and dimen-
sions of existing and proposed streets, alleys,
and easements;

(i) Location and dimensions of all exist-
ing easements referenced in the plat certificate
with recording number and type of easement
indicated;

(j) Location and dimensions of any
existing structures.

(4) Vicinity Map. The applicant shall pro-
vide a vicinity map showing the location of the
subject site relative to property boundaries of
surrounding parcels. The map shall clearly
identify the subject site and include at least two
cross streets in all directions.

(5) Certificate of Title. A certificate of title
of the property proposed to be platted shall be
submitted with the plat. Said title certificate
shall show unencumbered fee simple title in
the proponents of the plat.

(6) Utility Narrative. A statement regarding
the proposed sewage disposal, water supply,
and drainage improvements for the subdivi-
sion. When determined necessary by the town
engineer, the utility narrative will include a
snow storage plan for any public rights-of-way
or roadway easements within the proposed
plat.

(7) List of Adjacent Owners. Names and
addresses of all adjacent property owners
within 300 feet of the proposed subdivision.

(8) Road Profile. Proposed road plans and
profiles prepared by a licensed engineer.

(9) Soil Log. One soil log shall be per-
formed and data submitted for every five acres
of land in the proposed subdivision. Logs shall
be for at least a seven-foot depth and shall indi-
cate water table depth.

(10) Any additional information requested
by the staff, commission, or council. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).

19.20.015 Final plats and final short 
subdivisions.

After constructing required improvements
and complying with conditions of preliminary
plat or preliminary short subdivision approval,
the applicant may submit for final plat or final
short subdivision approval. The final plat or
final short subdivision shall conform substan-
tially to the preliminary plat, as approved.
Unless waived or modified by the town, the
final subdivision or short subdivision submit-
tal shall contain two copies of the following:

(1) Final Plat Drawing. The final plat draw-
ing shall be drawn in a neat and legible manner
on 18-by-24-inch sheets of polyester film,
mylar, or other similar material with a one-
inch blank margin on each side of the drawing.
The plat shall be drawn at a scale of one inch
equals 100 feet, unless otherwise approved by
the director, and contain the following:

(a) Name of proposed subdivision and
space for town file number;
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(b) Location of subdivision by section,
township, range, county and state;

(c) Legal description of land contained
within the subdivision;

(d) Name(s) and address of the sur-
veyor, engineer, and all property owners;

(e) Date of survey, graphic scale, and
north arrow;

(f) Vicinity map;
(g) Drawing of the subject property with

all existing and proposed property lines
dimensioned;

(h) Names, locations, types, and dimen-
sions of existing and proposed streets, alleys,
and easements;

(i) Location and dimensions of all exist-
ing easements referenced in the plat certificate
with recording number and type of easement
indicated;

(j) Location and dimensions of any
existing structures;

(k) Lot numbers and sizes;
(l) Location of all monuments found or

established within the subdivision;
(m) All surrounding property shown in

dotted lines and letters with names of plats,
roads, canals, etc.; if unplatted, it shall be so
indicated.

(2) Vicinity Map. A vicinity map with a
scale of approximately four inches equals one
mile showing the boundary of the plat in rela-
tion to the surrounding area such as adjacent
subdivisions, rivers, creeks, roads or high-
ways, canals, etc.

(3) Certificate of Title. A certificate of title
of the property proposed to be subdivided shall
be submitted with the plat. Said title certificate
shall show unencumbered fee simple title in
the proponents of the plat.

(4) Lot Closures. Complete field calcula-
tions and computations noted for the plat and
details of all distances, angles, and calcula-
tions with information on the error of closure.
The error shall not be more than one foot in
5,000 feet, together with the acreage of each
lot.

(5) Adjacent Owners. Names of owners of
land adjacent to the subdivision within 300
feet, and the names of any adjacent subdivi-
sions.

(6) Certificates of Approval. The following
certificates and statements of approval must be
included on the final plat:

(a) Certification by a registered profes-
sional engineer and/or registered land surveyor
that the plat represents a survey made by
him/her, or made under his/her supervision,
and that the monuments shown thereon actu-
ally exist as located and all dimensional and
other details, such as curve data, are correct;

(b) Certification of the adoption of the
plat and the dedication of streets and other
public places by the owners of the land;

(c) Certification statement from the
town’s engineer stating that requirements have
been fully met, or suitable guarantee and secu-
rity filed to cover estimated cost of work;

(d) Certification of the town clerk that
there are no delinquent taxes, special assess-
ments, or liens outstanding against the prop-
erty;

(e) Certification statement from the
health department that the sewage and water
systems of the plat comply with health depart-
ment requirements;

(f) Space for approval of the council by
date and signature of the mayor and space for
the signature of the clerk and town seal.

(7) Confirmation of Compliance with Con-
ditions of Approval. List of conditions of
approval and explanation of how each condi-
tion has been complied with.

(8) Statement of Improvement Installation.
Statement that the required improvements
have been completed in compliance with this
title or evidence of a guarantee and security
filed in accordance with SCEMC 19.30.080
securing to the town the construction and
installation of the improvements within a fixed
time set by the council.

(9) Protective Covenants. If applicable,
protective covenants or other documents to
sufficiently inform potential buyers of water
supply, sewage disposal requirements, build-
ing requirements and irrigation water rights.

(10) Any additional information requested
by the staff, commission, or council. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).
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Chapter 19.25

SUBDIVISION GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS AND MINIMUM 

STANDARDS

Sections:
19.25.010 Streets – General.
19.25.015 Road names.
19.25.020 Layout.
19.25.030 Lot size.
19.25.040 Minimum lot street frontage.
19.25.050 Corner lots.
19.25.060 Shape.
19.25.070 Subdivision blocks – Minimum 

length.
19.25.080 Subdivision blocks – Maximum 

length.
19.25.090 Crosswalks required.
19.25.100 Easements required.
19.25.110 General easement standards.

19.25.010 Streets – General.
Roads shall be so designed as to assure traf-

fic safety, efficient circulation, and control.
The road circulation system within a proposed
subdivision shall be designed for the most
advantageous development of the entire neigh-
borhood or area and provide for access to adja-
cent properties whenever such provision is
reasonable and practical. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.015 Road names.
No road names shall be used which will

duplicate or be confused with the names of
existing roads. Road names shall be subject to
the approval of the council. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.25.020 Layout.
Where beneficial to the neighborhood pat-

tern, existing streets in adjoining subdivisions
shall be continued in a manner consistent with
the width and alignment of the existing streets
at the discretion of the town council based on
a recommendation of the planning commis-
sion.

(1) Lot Access. Every lot shall be provided
with satisfactory access to a dedicated road.
Lots adjacent to arterial roads shall be pro-
vided with access other than the arterial road,
where possible.

(2) Minimum Width Requirements.
(a) Arterial: 80 feet for right-of-way, 60

feet for pavement.
(b) Major subdivision road: 80 feet for

right-of-way, 50 feet for pavement.
(c) Minor subdivision road: 50 feet for

right-of-way, 40 feet for pavement.
(3) Grades. Street grades shall conform in

general to the terrain and shall not exceed 11
percent. Street grades shall be designed to pro-
vide natural surface drainage of storm water
regardless of the presence or absence of storm
sewers. Depressions and inverts prone to
flooding shall be avoided.

(4) Cul-de-Sacs. Dead-end streets shall not
exceed 400 feet in length and shall have a turn-
around with a right-of-way not less than 90
feet in diameter and pavement not less than 70
feet in diameter at the closed end.

(5) Intersections. Intersections shall be
designed so as to ensure safe usage. To the
extent possible:

(a) Intersections of minor streets with
major streets shall be minimized.

(b) Four-way intersections of minor
streets shall be avoided.

(c) Street intersections shall be at right
angles.

(6) Secondary Access Required. Subdivi-
sions containing 40 or more lots shall contain
at least two ingress-egress routes which are
interconnected. Subdivisions containing fewer
than 40 lots shall be subject to review of the
egress routes. When determined necessary by
the town engineer, more than one egress route
shall be required. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.030 Lot size.
Lot sizes shall comply with applicable zon-

ing, health, and sanitation codes. (Ord. 462
§ 1, 2005).
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19.25.040 Minimum lot street frontage.
Every lot shall abut on a dedicated and

improved street for a minimum of 20 feet.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.050 Corner lots.
Corner lots shall have no dimension less

than 30 feet. Lot corners at street intersections
shall be rounded by an arc, the minimum
radius of which shall be not less than 30 feet.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.060 Shape.
The shape and orientation of lots shall be

appropriate to the location of the proposed
subdivision and the type of development con-
templated. Generally, lots should be rectangu-
lar in shape and side lot lines should be at
approximately right angles to the street with
which they intersect. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.070 Subdivision blocks – Minimum 
length.

Blocks shall not be less than 300 feet in
length. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.080 Subdivision blocks – Maximum 
length.

Blocks shall not exceed 800 feet in length.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.25.090 Crosswalks required.
Blocks longer than 500 feet may be required

to have crosswalks to facilitate safe pedestrian
crossing and circulation at the discretion of the
town council based on the recommendation of
the planning commission. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.25.100 Easements required.
All subdivisions shall provide the following

easements, as applicable:
(1) Storm Drainage Easements. Easements

shall be provided for the collection and disper-
sion of storm water.

(2) Utility Easements. Easements for utili-
ties including, but not limited to, electricity,
water, natural gas, sewer, telephone, and tele-
vision cable serving and located within the
subdivision.

(3) Irrigation Easements. Irrigation ease-
ments shall be provided in any subdivision
which includes lots consisting, in whole or in
part, of irrigated land or land classified by an
irrigation district as irrigable. Subdivisions
proposed on land through which irrigation
water flows shall provide easements to down-
stream users for existing ditches, channels,
conveyances and structures. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.25.110 General easement standards.
(1) Width. All easements shall be of suffi-

cient width to allow for future installation and
maintenance of utilities within the easement.
Easements shall be a minimum of 16 feet in
width.

(2) Appropriate Location. All easements
shall be provided in a location that serves the
purpose and intent of the utility for which the
easement is designated. Where alleys are not
provided, easements for public utilities shall
be provided along rear lot lines and side lot
lines where appropriate. Where possible, ease-
ments shall be equally shared by abutting lots
and easements shall be continuous and aligned
within the subdivision and with adjoining sub-
divisions.

(3) Shown on Plat. All required easements
shall be shown on the face of the plat or in the
plat restrictions. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).
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Chapter 19.30

IMPROVEMENTS

Sections:
19.30.010 Approval required.
19.30.020 Required improvements.
19.30.030 Conformance with standards.
19.30.040 Contractors.
19.30.050 Notification.
19.30.060 Inspections.
19.30.070 Completion and approval.
19.30.080 Guarantee and security for 

improvements.
19.30.090 Guarantee and security for 

maintenance of improvements.
19.30.100 Acceptance.

19.30.010 Approval required.
Following council approval of a preliminary

plat, an applicant may submit construction
drawings for improvements. All improve-
ments shall be constructed in accordance with
plans and specifications approved by the town.
No construction of improvements shall occur
prior to town approval of the plans for such
improvements. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.020 Required improvements.
All utilities shall be placed underground

within street rights-of-way or easements at
depths adequate to prevent damage by surface
uses and weather conditions. The following
improvements are required for any subdivision
within the town:

(1) Street and alley grading and surfacing
with asphaltic concrete;

(2) Sanitary sewers;
(3) Water mains;
(4) Fire hydrants;
(5) Storm water drainage facilities;
(6) Survey monuments. (Ord. 462 § 1,

2005).

19.30.030 Conformance with standards.
All improvements shall comply with town

standards and requirements in effect at the
time of application and as required in the pre-
liminary plat for construction approval. (Ord.
462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.040 Contractors.
The applicant shall file a list with the town

clerk of all contractors and subcontractors who
will participate in the construction of public
improvements. All contractors and subcon-
tractors shall be licensed by the state and sub-
ject to disqualification by reason of faulty
performance on past construction work done
in the town. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.050 Notification.
The contractor shall request the assignment

of an inspector from the town clerk, in writing,
one week before work is scheduled to begin.
(Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.060 Inspections.
All improvements shall be subject to inspec-

tion during and after construction, by an autho-
rized representative of the town.

(1) The inspector shall have the authority to
determine whether the construction materials,
methods, and workmanship comply with
working drawings and specifications.

(2) The contractor shall provide for reason-
able tests and proof of quality of materials as
requested by the inspector.

(3) The inspector may require that work be
suspended for due cause, which may include
but is not limited to: adverse weather condi-
tions, poor workmanship, the use of question-
able materials or methods, or failure to adhere
to specifications and drawings. (Ord. 462 § 1,
2005).

19.30.070 Completion and approval.
An applicant may proceed with a final plat

application after:
(1) Required improvements have been

installed and received final approval from the
inspector and/or a written guarantee and secu-
rity for such improvements has been filed in
accordance with SCEMC 19.30.080;

(2) Guarantees and security for mainte-
nance and correction of defects in accordance
with SCEMC 19.30.090 are on file with the
town. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).



South Cle Elum Municipal Code 19.30.100

19-14 (Revised 12/05)

19.30.080 Guarantee and security for 
improvements.

To assure the satisfactory installation of
improvements, the applicant shall provide a
written guarantee to reimburse the town for
any and all costs and expenses incurred by it in
completing improvements if the applicant fails
to do so within a reasonable timeframe. In
addition, a security in the amount of 125 per-
cent of the estimated cost of remaining
improvements shall be supplied to the town in
one of the following forms:

(1) A performance bond in a form approved
by the town and underwritten by a surety com-
pany;

(2) Deposit funds in a blocked account pur-
suant to terms approved by the town;

(3) An irrevocable letter of credit issued by
a financial institution and approved by the
town. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.090 Guarantee and security for 
maintenance of improvements.

To assure the satisfactory performance,
maintenance, and operation of required
improvements for a minimum of two years, the
applicant shall provide a written guarantee to
reimburse the town for any and all costs and
expenses incurred by it in maintaining and/or
correcting defects in improvements if the
applicant fails to do so within a reasonable
timeframe. In addition, a security in the
amount of 20 percent of the total estimated
cost of improvements shall be provided to the
town in one of the following forms:

(1) A maintenance bond in a form approved
by the town and underwritten by a surety com-
pany;

(2) Deposit funds in a blocked account pur-
suant to terms approved by the town;

(3) An irrevocable letter of credit issued by
a financial institution and approved by the
town. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.30.100 Acceptance.
Approval of improvements by the inspector

does not constitute acceptance of the improve-
ments by the town. Acceptance of any
improvements shall only be by resolution of
the council, supported by:

(1) A report from the inspector that all
improvements have been installed according
to plans and in compliance with requirements;
and

(2) Evidence that the applicant has pro-
vided proper conveyances and dedications and
filed required guarantees and securities
required by this chapter. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).
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Chapter 19.35

CONFORMANCE REQUIRED

Sections:
19.35.010 Variances.
19.35.020 Violations and penalties.

19.35.010 Variances.
Variances to, modifications of, and excep-

tions from the standards and requirements of
this title may be made by the council upon the
recommendation of the planning commission
in cases where:

(1) Adhering to the strict letter of the title
presents an extreme difficulty or hardship; and

(2) The proposed variance, modification or
exception will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety, and welfare; and

(3) The proposed variance, modification or
exception will further the goals and policies of
the comprehensive plan. (Ord. 462 § 1, 2005).

19.35.020 Violations and penalties.
Any person who violates any provision of

this title shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor
and each sale, offer for sale, lease or transfer of
each separate lot, tract, or parcel of land in vio-
lation of any provision of this act or any local
regulation adopted pursuant thereto shall be
deemed a separate and distinct offense. (Ord.
462 § 1, 2005).
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Ordinance and Resolution Table

Number Passage Date Subject
1 8/23/11 Council meetings (Repealed by 9)
2 8/25/11 Town attorney, health officer appointment (Not codified)
3 8/25/11 Town officers’ salaries, bonds (Repealed by 67)
4 8/25/11 Officers’ warrants, salaries (Not codified)
5 9/8/11 Liquor regulations (Repealed by 39, 51)
6 9/8/11 Animal regulations (Not codified)
7 9/8/11 Disorderly conduct, assault (Repealed by 58)
8 9/8/11 Houses of ill fame (Not codified)
9 9/22/11 Council meetings (Repealed by 38)
10 9/22/11 Billiard and pool room regulations (Repealed by 56)
11 9/22/11 Town attorney duties; repeals § 1 of Ord. 3 (Not codified)
12 10/2/11 Peddlers and hawkers (Repealed by 180)
13 10/2/11 Dog licenses (Repealed by 179)
14 11/6/11 Street improvements (Special)
15 11/6/11 Street improvements (Special)
16 11/20/11 Dog licenses (Repealed by 179)
17 11/20/11 Protection, destruction of city property (Repealed by 178)
18 12/4/11 Election notices (Not codified)
19 1/2/12 Saloon regulations (Repealed by 32, 51)
20 1/15/12 Saloon regulations (Repealed by 51)
21 1/15/12 LID No. 1 (Special)
22 3/4/12 Dance halls, pavilions, amusement parks (Repealed by 51)
23 3/18/12 Amends Ord. 5, liquor regulations (Repealed by 39, 51)
24 3/18/12 Franchise grant (Expired)
25 3/18/12 Dance halls, concert halls regulations (Repealed by 29, 51)
26 8/19/12 Repeals portion of § 5 of Ord. 5, liquor regulations (Repealed by 

39, 51)
27 8/19/12 Prohibits dancing on Sundays (Repealed by 51)
28 10/7/12 Repeals § 5 of Ord. 5, liquor regulations (Repealed by 39, 51)
29 10/7/12 Repeals Ord. 25 (Repealer)
30 10/7/12 Franchise grant (Expired)
31 Missing
32 11/4/12 Repeals Ord. 19, saloon regulations (Repealed by 51)
33 11/4/12 Liquor licenses (Repealed by 35, 39, 51)
34 11/4/12 LID No. 2 (Special)
35 2/16/13 Amends Ord. 5; repeals Ord. 33, liquor regulations (Repealed by 

39, 51)
36 2/16/13 Town clerk salary (Repealed by 46)
37 2/16/13 Dance halls, concert halls regulations (Repealed by 51)
38 2/16/13 Repeals Ord. 9, council meetings (Not codified)
39 4/21/13 Repeals Ords. 5, 23, 26, 28, 33 and 35, liquor regulations (Repealed 

by 51)
40 4/21/13 Liquor regulations (Repealed by 51)
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41 6/16/13 Speed limits (Repealed by 178)
42 8/4/13 Discharge of fines, costs of conviction (Not codified)
43 9/26/13 Street improvements (Special)
44 10/20/13 Amends § 1 of Ord. 37, dancing (Repealed by 51)
45 11/3/13 Vagrancy (Not codified)
46 1/19/14 Repeals Ord. 36, town clerk salary (Not codified)
47 2/2/14 LID No. 3 (Special)
48 5/18/14 Protection, destruction of city property (Repealed by 178)
49 5/18/14 Parking strips (Not codified)
50 11/2/14 Street improvements (Special)
51 12/30/14 Repeals Ords. 5, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 35, 37, 39, 40 

and 44, liquor regulations (Not codified)
52 4/19/15 Stove pipes, flues regulations (Not codified)
53 5/17/15 LID No. 4 (Special)
54 12/6/15 Sidewalks (Repealed by 178)
55 4/17/16 Liquor regulations (Not codified)
56 5/1/16 Repeals Ord. 10, billiard and pool halls (5.10)
57 6/5/16 Repeals Ord. 16, animal regulations (Repealed by 64, 179)
58 6/5/16 Repeals Ord. 7; disturbing the peace (Not codified)
59 8/21/16 Bond issuance (Special)
60 10/2/16 Bond issuance (Special)
61 11/20/16 Electrical wiring regulations (Not codified)
62 12/18/16 Contract approval (Special)
63 1/1/17 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
64 9/17/17 Repeals Ord. 57, animal regulations (Repealed by 179)
65 Missing (Repealed by 66)
66 8/19/18 Liquor regulations (Not codified)
67 9/16/18 Repeals Ord. 3; officers’ bonds (Not codified)
68 11/4/18 Franchise grant (Special)
69 11/18/18 Street vacation (Special)
70 2/3/19 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
71 9/14/19 Liquor regulations (Repealed by 97)
72 1/5/20 Street vacation (Special)
73 2/2/20 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
74 6/21/20 Business licenses and regulations (Repealed by 180)
75 7/19/20 Garbage collection, removal (Repealed by 182)
76 9/20/20 Janitor salary (Not codified)
77 11/15/20 Amends Ord. 74, business licenses and regulations (Repealed by 

180)
78 2/7/22 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
79 9/6/22 Franchise grant (Expired)
80 11/20/22 Treasurer salary (Not codified)
81 12/3/23 Street vacation (Special)
82 12/3/23 Street vacation (Special)
83 6/2/24 Curfew (Repealed by 171)
84 6/2/24 Light clerk bond (Special)



South Cle Elum Municipal Code Ordinance and Resolution Table

Tables-3

85 1/18/26 Franchise grant (Expired)
86 3/1/26 Franchise grant (Expired)
87 9/20/26 Franchise grant (Expired)
88 10/4/26 Street vacation (Special)
89 6/6/27 Alley vacation (Special)
90 6/6/27 Street vacation (Special)
91 9/19/27 Street vacation (Special)

2/4/29 Street vacation petition hearing (Special)
92 2/18/29 Repeals § 2 of Ord. 11, town attorney salary (Not codified)
93 3/18/29 Street vacation (Special)
94 5/6/29 Garbage disposal (Repealed by 182)
95 5/6/29 Animal regulations (Repealed by 179)
96 1/19/31 Street vacation (Special)
97 4/3/33 Repeals Ord. 71, liquor regulations (Repealed by 200)
98 4/3/33 Liquor regulations (Repealed by 200)
99 5/1/33 Keeping of swine (Not codified)

5/7/34 Street vacation petition hearing (Special)
100 1/20/36 Alley vacation (Special)
101 10/18/37 Franchise grant (Expired)
102 5/15/39 Franchise grant (Special)
103 2/1/43 Treasurer, marshal bond (Special)
104 6/7/43 Street vacation (Special)
105 8/2/43 Curfew (Not codified)
106 8/16/43 Sidewalk maintenance (Not codified)
107 12/6/43 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
108 12/6/43 Town clerk salary (Not codified)
109 7/17/44 Town marshal salary (Not codified)

7/21/44 Public highway improvements (Special)
9/18/44 Utility contract acceptance (Special)
2/12/45 Airport site approval (Special)
3/19/45 Airport site approval (Special)

110 6/18/45 Keeping of livestock (Not codified)
1/20/47 Funds transfer (Special)

111 7/21/47 Street vacation (Special)
112 10/20/47 Construction bonds (Special)
113 10/20/47 Water revenue bonds (Special)
114 Missing
115 10/27/47 Water revenue bonds (Special)
116 12/15/47 Bond issuance (Special)
117 Missing

1948 Bid acceptance (Special)
118 1/17/48 Bid approval (Special)
119 6/7/48 Pinball machines and punchboards (5.10)
119-2 12/6/48 Light clerk salary (Not codified)
120 12/6/48 Town clerk salary (Not codified)
120-2 Missing
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121 Missing
122 2/21/49 Water supply construction (Special)
123 2/21/49 Declaration of emergency (Special)
124 3/21/49 Contract services terminated (Special)
125 3/21/49 Project improvements (Special)
126 10/3/49 Sidewalk maintenance (12.05)
127 1/15/51 Town marshal salary (Not codified)
128 Missing
129 Missing
130 7/6/51 Street improvements, repairs (Special)
131 7/6/53 Electric power deposit (13.25)
132 11/16/53 Washington State Power Commission (Not codified)
133 1/4/54 Washington State Power Commission (Not codified)
134 8/16/54 Engineering services agreement (Special)
135 8/23/54 Engineering services (Special)
136 8/23/54 General obligation, water revenue bonds (Special)
137 9/7/54 Engineering services agreement (Special)
138 10/26/54 Council meetings (Not codified)
139 Missing
140 12/21/54 Franchise grant (Expired)
141 4/19/55 Renaming street (Special)
142 8/2/55 Street improvements (Special)
143 12/6/55 Town marshal salary (Not codified)
144 12/20/55 Declaration of emergency (Special)

2/7/56 Petition to replace bridge (Special)
145 4/11/56 Amends 1956 budget (Special)
146 6/26/56 Electrical distribution system (Special)
147 8/7/56 Bid acceptance (Special)
148 8/21/56 Bid acceptance (Special)
149 Official bank designated (Special)
150 8/21/56 Franchise grant (Expired)
151 9/18/56 Special election (Special)
152 11/7/56 Combining offices of clerk and treasurer (2.15)
153 9/25/56 Repeals Res. 151, special election (Special)
154 11/20/56 Amends Ord. 150, franchise grant (Special)
155 11/27/56 Franchise acceptance (Special)
156 11/27/56 Electrical distribution system (Special)
157 11/27/56 Cumulative reserve fund for water system (Not codified)
158 12/4/56 Street lighting contract (Special)
159 1/21/57 Council meetings (Not codified)
160 6/17/57 Special election (Special)
161 7/15/57 Legal services agreement (Special)
162 7/15/57 Waterworks construction (Special)
163 1/6/58 Bond issuance (Special)
164 1/6/58 Water code (Not codified)
165 Missing
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166 6/16/58 Water systems (Not codified)
167 7/21/58 Amends Ord. 164, water code (Not codified)
168 7/21/58 Water systems (13.20)
169 1/5/59 Ice skating rink on school property (Special)
170 3/2/59 Police justice (Not codified)
171 2/15/60 Repeals Ord. 83, curfew (Not codified)
172 2/15/60 Street obstructions (Not codified)
173 11/20/61 Street classifications (Repealed by 188)
174 1/2/62 Funds transfer (Special)
175 1/2/62 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
176 2/5/62 Use of fire apparatus (Not codified)
177 4/23/62 Arterial street fund (Not codified)
178 4/23/62 Vehicle and pedestrian regulations; repeals Ords. 17, 41, 48 and 54 

(Repealed by 253, 369)
179 4/23/62 Animal regulations; repeals Ords. 13, 16, 57, 64 and 95 (Repealed 

by 263)
180 4/23/62 Business license fees; repeals Ords. 12, 74 and 77 (Repealed by 

396)
181 5/7/62 Nuisances (Not codified)
182 5/7/62 Repeals Ords. 75 and 94, garbage disposal (Not codified)
183 10/1/62 Town safe deposit box (Special)
184 5/20/63 Roadway improvements (Special)
185 6/3/63 Public works projects (Special)
186 6/3/63 Business and occupation tax (Repealed by 187)
187 11/4/63 Repeals Ord. 186 (Repealer)
188 1/6/64 Street classifications; repeals Res. 173 (Special)
189 1/20/64 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
190 6/1/64 Council meetings (Not codified)
191 6/15/64 Fire department (2.25)
192 8/14/64 Public works project (Special)
193 5/3/65 Franchise grant (Expired)
194 2/6/67 Legal services agreement (Special)
195 Number not used
196 9/5/67 Mayor, councilmember compensation (Not codified)
197 9/5/67 Elections (2.20)
198 9/5/67 Bond issuance (Special)
199 Number not used
200 11/6/67 Repeals Ords. 97 and 98, liquor regulations (Not codified)
201 11/6/67 Renaming street (Special)
202 12/2/68 Trailer installation (Repealed by 318)
203 Missing
204 5/19/69 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
205 Missing
206 10/6/69 Fire chief compensation (2.25)
207 9/15/69 Tax levy (Special)
208 10/6/69 Tax levy (Special)
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209 12/5/69 Legal services agreement (Special)
210 12/10/69 Funds appropriations (Special)
211 2/2/70 Bond issuance (Special)
212 3/16/70 Federal grant acceptance (Special)
213 3/16/70 Sales and use tax resolution (3.05)
214 4/6/70 Sewer department (Not codified)
215 5/4/70 Repeals § 5 of Ord. 164, water code (Repealed by 317)
216 5/18/70 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
217 8/3/70 Funds appropriations (Special)
218 10/5/70 Tax levy (Special)
219 12/1/70 Adopts 1971 budget (Special)
220 1/4/71 Amends Ord. 214, sewer department (Not codified)
221 3/15/71 Amends Ord. 215, water rates (Repealed by 317)
222 5/17/71 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
223 7/19/71 Town employees retirement and pension (2.10)
224 8/2/71 Funds transfer (Special)
225 9/8/71 Adopts county solid waste management plan (Not codified)
226 10/6/71 Tax levy (Special)
227 11/22/71 Alley vacation (Special)
228 12/1/71 Adopts 1972 budget (Special)
229 2/7/72 Snowmobile regulations (Repealed by 302)
230 6/19/72 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
231 9/18/72 Water and sewer charges (Not codified)
232 10/2/72 Tax levy (Special)
233 12/1/72 Adopts 1973 budget
234 12/18/72 Federal Shared Revenue Fund (Not codified)
235 3/5/73 Building code and permits (Not codified)
236 Missing
237 6/18/73 Adopts county solid waste management plan (8.20)
238 6/18/73 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
239 10/1/73 Tax levy (Special)
240 11/19/73 Amends 1973 budget (Special)
241 12/3/73 Adopts 1974 budget (Special)
242 4/15/74 Funds appropriations (Special)
243 5/6/74 District boundary approval (Special)
244 7/1/74 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
245 Missing
246 10/24/74 Tax levy (Special)
247 12/2/74 Amends 1974 budget (Special)
248 12/2/74 Employment discrimination (2.10)
249 12/2/74 Volunteer firemen (2.25)
250 12/74 Adopts 1975 budget (Special)
251 2/3/75 Council meetings (2.05)
252 6/3/75 Building code (Not codified)
253 1975 Repeals Ord. 178, vehicle regulations (10.05)
254 10/7/75 Tax levy (Special)
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255 6/24/75 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
256 Missing
257 12/16/75 Firemen’s retirement provisions (2.25)
258 5/18/76 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
259 9/30/76 Amends § 30 of Ord. 164, water rates (Not codified)
260 9/30/76 Amends Ord. 214, sewer rates (Not codified)
261 10/5/76 Tax levy (Special)
262 12/18/76 Adopts 1977 budget (Special)
263 3/24/77 Repeals Ord. 179, animal regulations (Repealed by 348)
264 6/7/77 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
265 10/4/77 Tax levy (Special)
266 12/20/77 Adopts 1978 budget (Special)
267 5/16/78 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
268 10/3/78 Water connection charges (Not codified)
269 10/3/78 Amends Ords. 214 and 260, sewer connection charges (Not codi-

fied)
270 10/17/78 Tax levy (Special)
271 12/19/78 Adopts 1979 budget (Special)
272 12/19/78 Amends portion of § 4 and repeals portion of § 4 of Ord. 215, water 

rates (Not codified)
273 5/23/79 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
274 10/16/79 Tax levy (Special)
275 1/80 Amends 1979 budget (Special)
276 12/18/79 Adopts 1980 budget (Special)

5/21/80-1 Grant funds acceptance (Repealed by 10/6/81-1)
277 7/1/80 Amends 1980 budget (Special)
278 7/8/80 Bond issuance (Special)
279 7/8/80 Bond issuance (Special)
280 8/5/80 District boundary approval (Special)
281 6/4/80 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
282 10/14/80 Tax levy (Special)
283A 12/2/80 Amends 1980 budget (Special)
283B 12/16/80 Adopts 1981 budget (Special)
284 3/17/81 Franchise grant (Special)
285 4/21/81 Flood damage prevention plan (Repealed by 331)
286 6/16/81 Amends § 30 of Ord. 164, water rates (Not codified)
287 6/16/81 Amends Ord. 214, sewer rates (Not codified)
288 8/4/81 Bond issuance (Special)
289 8/18/81 Amends Ord. 288, bond issuance (Special)
290 10/6/81 Tax levy (Special)

10/6/81-1 Repeals Res. 5/21/80-1, grant funds acceptance (Special)
291 12/15/81 Amends § 5 of Ord. 180, business licenses (Repealed by 396)
292 12/15/81 Amends Ord. 202, mobile homes (Repealed by 318)
293 12/15/81 Adopts 1982 budget (Special)
294 10/5/82 Parking (10.10)

10/5/82-1 Block grant application (Special)
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295 11/4/82 Tax levy (Special)
296 12/7/82 Payroll periods (Not codified)
297 12/21/82 Adopts 1983 budget (Special)
298 3/1/83 Emergency management council (2.30)
299 4/5/83 Amends Ord. 263, dog licenses (Repealed by 348)

7/5/83-1 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
9/20/83-1 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)

300 11/1/83 Tax levy (Special)
301 12/7/83 Adopts 1984 budget (Special)
302 2/7/84 Repeals Ord. 229, snowmobile regulations (10.20)

2/21/84-1 Street vacation hearing (Special)
303 3/19/84 Business and occupation tax (3.20)
304 5/1/84 Amends 1984 budget (Special)

5/1/84-1 Utilities proposal (Special)
305 6/19/84 Franchise grant (Special)

6/19/84-1 Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
306 6/19/84 Municipal court (Repealed by 393)
307 8/7/84 Street vacation (Special)

9/19/84-l Six-year comprehensive street program (Special)
308 10/2/84 Adopts State Environmental Policy Act (Repealed by 371)
309 11/5/84 Tax levy (Special)
310 12/4/84 Adopts 1985 budget (Special)
311 1/15/85 Garbage collection and disposal (8.20)
312 5/21/85 Amends 1985 budget (Special)
313 11/6/85 Tax levy (Special)
314 11/19/85 Accident fund (Not codified)
315 12/17/85 Adopts 1986 budget (Special)
316 4/1/86 Traffic (Repealed by 390)
317 4/1/86 Repeals Ords. 215 and 221, water rates (Not codified)
318 4/1/86 Repeals Ords. 202 and 292, factory-built housing (15.15)
319 6/17/86 Amends 1986 budget (Special)
320 9/2/86 Franchise grant (Special)
321 11/5/86 Tax levy (Special)
322 12/16/86 Current expense reserve fund (Not codified)
323 12/16/86 Street fund (Not codified)
324 12/16/86 Water, sewer reserve fund (Not codified)
325 12/16/86 Sewer rehabilitation fund (Not codified)
326 12/16/86 Amends Ord. 214, sewer rates (Not codified)
327 12/16/86 Amends Ord. 317, water rates (Not codified)
328 12/16/86 Adopts 1987 budget (Special)
329 2/3/87 Franchise grant (Special)
330 3/17/87 Amends 1987 budget (Special)
331 3/3/87 Repeals Ord. 285, flood damage prevention (15.10)
332 4/21/87 Real estate excise tax (3.10)
333 11/4/87 Tax levy (Special)
334 12/1/87 Sewer collection (Not codified)
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335 12/1/87 Water collection (Not codified)
336 12/1/87 Adopts 1988 budget (Special)
337 9/6/88 Amends 1988 budget (Special)
338 8/16/88 Amends Ord. 164, water rates (Not codified)
339 8/16/88 Amends Ord. 326, sewer rates (Not codified)
340 11/15/88 Tax levy (Special)
341 12/20/88 Adopts 1989 budget (Special)
342 2/21/89 Special excise tax, tourist support fund (3.15)
343 5/2/89 Firearms (9.10)
344 8/1/89 Amends Ord. 331, critical facilities (15.10)
345 11/21/89 Tax levy (Special)
346 12/5/89 Adopts 1990 budget (Special)
347 12/19/89 Amends Ord. 331, floodways (15.10)
348 11/7/90 Repeals Ords. 263 and 299, animal regulations (Title 6)
349 11/20/90 Tax levy (Special)
350 12/4/90 Adopts 1991 budget (Special)
351 3/19/91 Adopts State Building Code (15.05)
352 9/3/91 Amends Ord. 214, sewer rates (Not codified)
353 9/3/91 Amends Ord. 317, water service connections (Not codified)
354 11/19/91 Tax levy (Special)
355 11/19/91 Sewer construction fund (Not codified)
356 11/19/91 Combines street fund and arterial street fund (Not codified)
357 12/17/91 Adopts 1992 budget (Special)
358 1/7/92 Amends 1991 budget (Special)
359 4/7/92 Funds transfer (Special)
360 4/7/92 Amends 1992 budget (Special)
361 5/5/92 Comprehensive plan (17.05, 17.10, 17.15, 17.20, 17.25, 17.30, 

17.35, 17.40, 17.45, 17.50, 17.55, 17.60)
362 5/18/92 Sewerage disposal (13.10)
363 11/2/92 Tax levy (Special)
364 12/21/92 Adopts 1993 budget (Special)
365 6/15/93 Amends Ord. 318, factory-built homes (15.15)
366 10/19/93 Tax levy (Special)
367 12/21/93 Adopts 1994 budget (Special)
368 5/17/94 Fireworks (8.15)
369 6/21/94 Adopts Model Traffic Ordinance (10.05)
370 9/6/94 State laws exemptions, firearms (9.10)
371 9/19/94 Repeals Ord. 308, State Environmental Policy Act (16.05)
372 12/6/94 Tax levy (Special)
373 12/20/94 Adopts 1995 budget (Special)
374 1/3/95 Critical areas development regulations (16.10)
375 1/17/95 Amends 1994 budget (Special)
376 3/14/95 Parental responsibility for juveniles (9.05)
377 10/3/95 Nuisances (8.05, 8.10)
378 10/3/95 Amends Ord. 164, water rates (Not codified)
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379 11/6/95 Amends Ord. 361, zoning (17.10, 17.15, 17.20, 17.25, 17.30, 17.35, 
17.40, 17.45, 17.50, 17.55)

380 11/21/95 Tax levy (Special)
381 12/19/95 Adopts 1996 budget (Special)
382 12/19/95 Amends 1995 budget (Special)
383 3/5/96 Amends Ord. 362, customer charges (13.10)
384 4/2/96 Sign code (17.70)
385 10/1/96 Amends 1996 budget (Special)
385 11/19/96 Amends Ord. 376, curfew (9.05)
386 12/3/96 Tax levy (Special)
387 12/17/96 Adopts 1997 budget (Special)
388 12/17/96 Amends 1996 budget (Special)
389 3/4/97 Amends 1997 budget (Special)
390 5/6/97 Repeals Ord. 316, traffic (Repealer)
391 5/20/97 Cross-connections (13.15)
392 6/3/97 Waterworks utility additions (Special)
393 10/21/97 Repeals Ord. 306, municipal court (Repealer)
394 12/2/97 Amends Ord. 384, §§ 016.2 and 016.3, sign code (17.70)
395 12/16/97 Adopts 1998 budget (Special)
396 12/16/97 Business licenses; repeals Ords. 180 and 291 (5.05)
397 3/17/98 Land use permit procedures (18.05)
398 4/7/98 Tax levy (Special)
399 4/7/98 Prescribes tap-in restrictions, floodplain properties (Special)
400 4/7/98 Prescribes tap-in restrictions, wetland properties (Special)
401 6/2/98 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Special)
402 6/2/98 Amends 1998 budget (Special)
403 6/2/98 Water facilities construction project fund (Special)
404 6/16/98 Amends Ord. 398, tax levy (Special)
405 12/15/98 Tax levy (Special)
406 12/15/98 Adopts 1999 budget (Special)
407 1/19/99 Amends 1998 budget (Special)
408 Weight limits and truck routes (Failed)
409 Number not used
410 3/16/99 Weight limits and truck routes (10.15)
411 5/18/99 Code adoption (1.01)
412 6/1/99 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Special)
413 6/1/99 Amends § 6.05.010, animal regulations (Title 6)
414 9/7/99 Adds Ch. 12.10, right-of-way use (12.10)
415 9/7/99 Adds Ch. 12.15, excavations (12.15)
416 9/7/99 Adds Ch. 13.05, water rates and charges (13.05)
417 11/3/99 Amends Ch. 13.05, water rates and charges (13.05)
418 11/16/99 Tax levy (Special)
419 Number not used
420 12/7/99 Amends § 10.10.010, winter parking (10.10)
421 12/21/99 Adopts 2000 budget (Special)
422 5/16/00 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Special)
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423 8/15/00 Adds §§ 8.05.030 through 8.05.130, nuisances (8.05)
424 8/15/00 Adds §§ 10.10.040 and 10.10.050; amends § 10.10.030, winter reg-

ulations (10.10)
425 9/5/00 Adds § 8.05.075; amends § 8.05.040, nuisances (8.05)
426 Not passed
427 11/21/00 Tax levy (Special)
428 12/5/00 Amends 2000 budget (Special)
429 12/5/00 Adopts 2001 budget (Special)
430 3/6/01 Adds Ch. 13.30, telecommunications, cable, right-of-way permits 

(13.30)
431 3/20/01 Establishes Milwaukee Station renovation fund (Special)
432 5/1/01 Amends § 13.05.270, water rates and charges (13.05)
433 6/19/01 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Special)
434 8/7/01 Adds Ch. 13.12; repeals § 13.04.470, sewer system connection 

charges (13.12)
435 8/21/01 Amends § 3.15.010(1), lodging tax (3.15)
436 11/20/01 Adds §§ 13.05.290 and 13.05.300; amends § 13.05.230, water 

(13.05)
437 12/4/01 Tax levy (Special)
438 12/4/01 Adopts 2002 budget (Special)
439 1/2/02 Amends 2001 budget (Special)
440 7/16/02 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Special)
441 11/12/02 Adopts Cle Elum Regional Sewerage Facilities Plan (Special)
442 12/3/02 Tax levy (Special)
443 12/11/02 Adopts 2003 budget (Special)
444 1/7/03 Travel reimbursement (2.10)
445 5/2/03 Building permit application deposits (15.20)
446 6/17/03 Water and sewer revenue bonds (Repealed by 447)
447 6/17/03 Water and sewer revenue bonds; repeals Ord. 446 (Special)
448 11/18/03 Tax levy (Special)
449 12/2/03 Amends § 13.05.230, water rates and charges (13.05)
450 12/2/03 Amends § 13.10.580, public sewer charges (13.10)
451 12/2/03 Adopts 2004 budget (Special)
452 1/20/04 Amends § 13.12.030, sewer system connection charge (13.12)
453 1/20/04 Amends § 13.05.040, water service pipes (13.05)
454 11/16/04 Tax levy (Special)
455 11/16/04 Adopts 2005 budget (Special)
456 12/7/04 Amends 2004 budget (Special)
457 3/1/05 Adds Ch. 10.20 [10.25], motorized foot scooters (10.25)
458 3/15/05 Adds § 17.05.100(6), zoning permits and fees (17.05)
459A 8/16/05 Adds § 15.20.010, demolition permit (15.20)
459B 8/16/05 Amends § 13.12.040, capital reimbursement charge (13.12)
460 9/6/05 Amends 2005 budget (Special)
461 11/1/05 Amends 2005 budget (Special)
462 2/1/05 Subdivisions (19.05, 19.10, 19.15, 19.20, 19.25, 19.30, 19.35)
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463 11/15/05 Amends § 13.10.580, public sewer charges (13.10)
464 11/15/05 Tax levy (Special)
465 12/6/05 Adopts 2006 budget (Special)
466 1/17/06 Amends 2005 budget (Special)
467 2/7/06 Adds § 13.10.325, connections to town sewer system, exception 

(13.10)
468 5/2/06 Amends § 13.05.270, water bill adjustment (13.05)
469 5/16/06 Adds § 17.05.110; amends § 17.05.100, zoning (17.05)
470 5/16/06 Amends § 17.35.030, UR1-5 zone minimum lot size (17.35)
471 5/16/06 Amends § 18.05.100, land use permit appeals (18.05)
472 11/7/06 Tax levy (Special)
473 12/5/06 Amends 2006 budget (Special)
474 12/19/06 Amends 2006 budget (Special)
475 12/19/06 Adopts 2007 budget (Special)
476 5/1/07 Adds Ch. 13.11, water/sewer construction standards (13.11)
477 5/24/07 Amends §§ 13.05.230, 13.05.240 and 13.10.590, water and sewer 

rates and charges (13.05, 13.10)
478 5/24/07 Adds §§ 13.05.231 and 13.10.581, water and sewer reserve funds 

(13.05, 13.10)
479 5/24/07 Adds §§ 13.05.232 and 13.10.582, water and sewer utility taxes 

(13.05, 13.10)
480 8/7/07 Adds Ch. 15.25, grading, excavation and land filling (15.25)
481 7/17/07 Amends §§ 15.10.050, 15.10.070, 15.10.170 and 15.10.180, flood 

damage prevention (15.10)
482 9/18/07 Amends § 15.10.170, specific flood damage prevention standards 

(15.10)
483 12/4/07 Amends comprehensive plan (Special)
484 11/20/07 Tax levy (Special)
485 12/4/07 Amends § 13.05.230, water rates and charges (13.05)
486 12/4/07 Amends § 5.05.050, business license fee (5.05)
487 12/4/07 Adopts 2008 salary schedule (Special)
488 12/4/07 Adopts 2008 budget (Special)
489 1/15/08 Amends 2008 salary schedule (Special)
490 2/19/08 Adds § 2.05.020 and Ch. 2.40; amends § 2.25.120, mayor, council 

members and fire chief compensation (2.05, 2.25, 2.40)
491 3/18/08 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
492 11/4/08 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
493 11/18/08 Tax levy (Special)
494 12/2/08 Amends 2008 budget (Special)
495 12/2/08 Adopts 2009 salary schedule (Special)
496 12/2/08 Adopts 2009 budget (Special)
497 3/3/09 Amends 2009 budget (Special)
498 10/20/09 Amends 2009 budget (Special)
499 11/17/09 Tax levy (Special)
500 12/1/09 Amends 2009 budget (Special)
501 12/1/09 Adopts 2010 salary schedule (Special)
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502 12/1/09 Adopts 2010 budget (Special)
503 6/1/10 Adds Ch. 8.25, parks (8.25)
504 11/16/10 Tax levy (Special)
505 12/7/10 Amends 2010 budget (Special)
506 12/7/10 Adopts 2011 salary schedule (Special)
507 12/7/10 Adopts 2011 budget (Special)
508 12/28/10 Amends 2010 budget (Special)
509 12/7/10 Amends § 6.05.020, dog licenses (Title 6)
510 1/18/11 Amends §§ 13.05.231, 13.10.350, 13.10.581 and 13.10.600, water 

and sewer funds (13.05, 13.10)
511 3/1/11 Amends 2011 budget (Special)
512 4/5/11 Amends comprehensive plan (Special)
513 4/5/11 Amends §§ 6.05.020, 6.05.050, 6.05.060, 6.05.160 and 6.05.270; 

repeals § 6.05.030, animals (Title 6)
514 8/16/11 Amends 2011 budget (Special)
515 8/16/11 Adopts moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries, production 

facilities, processing facilities and collective gardens (Special)
516 10/4/11 Affirms findings of Ord. 515, moratorium on medical marijuana 

dispensaries, production facilities, processing facilities and collec-
tive gardens (Special)

517 11/1/11 Tax levy (Special)
518 11/15/11 Adopts 2012 salary schedule (Special)
519 11/15/11 Adopts 2012 budget (Special)
520 12/6/11 Amends § 13.05.270, water leakage adjustments (13.05)
521 12/6/11 Amends 2011 budget (Special)
522 12/6/11 Adds § 13.05.025; amends §§ 13.05.020, 13.05.030, 13.05.040, 

13.05.110, 13.05.150, 13.05.210, 13.05.220, 13.05.280 and 
13.10.620; repeals § 13.05.080, public utilities (13.05, 13.10)

523 1/17/12 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
524 1/17/12 Amends § 13.05.230, water rates and charges (13.05)
525 6/19/12 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
526 8/7/12 Amends comprehensive plan (Special)
527 11/6/12 Tax levy (Special)
528 12/4/12 Adopts 2013 budget (Special)
529 12/4/12 Adopts 2013 salary schedule (Special)
530 11/20/12 Amends §§ 13.05.230, 13.05.231 and 13.10.581, utility rates and 

taxes (13.05, 13.10)
531 12/11/12 Amends 2012 budget (Special)
532 4/16/13 Adds § 3.20.015; amends §§ 3.20.030 and 3.20.080, business and 

occupation tax (3.20)
533 11/5/13 Amends § 13.12.040, capital reimbursement charge (13.12)
534 11/19/13 Tax levy (Special)
535 12/3/13 Amends 2013 budget (Special)
536 12/3/13 Adopts 2014 salary schedule (Special)
537 12/3/13 Adopts 2014 budget (Special)
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538 12/3/13 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 
(13.05, 13.10)

539 12/3/13 Reserves Ch. 17.22; adds §§ 16.10.105, 16.10.302, 16.10.305 and 
17.15.045; amends §§ 15.25.050, 16.10.010, 16.10.190, 17.15.010, 
17.15.030, 17.15.040, 17.15.050, 17.15.060, 17.15.100, 17.15.110, 
17.20.050, 17.20.120, 17.25.130, 17.30.080, 17.35.080, 17.40.080 
and Ch. 17.45; repeals § 16.10.310 and Ch. 17.65, development 
regulations (15.25, 16.10, 17.15, 17.20, 17.22, 17.25, 17.30, 17.35, 
17.40, 17.45)

540 4/15/14 Moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries, production facili-
ties, processing facilities and collective gardens (Special)

541 4/15/14 Moratorium on marijuana producers, processors and retailers (Spe-
cial)

542 6/3/14 Amends 2014 budget (Special)
543 10/7/14 Extends moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries, production 

facilities, processing facilities and collective gardens (Special)
544 10/7/14 Extends moratorium on marijuana producers, processors and retail-

ers (Special)
545 11/4/14 Tax levy (Special)
546 11/18/14 Amends Ch. 8.15, fireworks (8.15)
547 11/18/14 Adopts 2015 salary schedule (Special)
548 11/18/14 Adopts 2015 budget (Special)
549 12/2/14 Amends 2014 budget (Special)
550 12/2/14 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
551 4/7/15 Extends moratorium on medical marijuana dispensaries, production 

facilities, processing facilities and collective gardens (Special)
552 4/7/15 Extends moratorium on marijuana producers, processors and retail-

ers (Special)
553 6/2/15 Adds § 13.05.015, mandatory water service (13.05)
554 6/16/15 Adopts shoreline master program (16.15)
555 6/25/15 Adds § 8.15.045, fireworks (8.15)
556 11/17/15 Tax levy (Special)
557 11/17/15 Adopts 2016 salary schedule (Special)
558 11/17/15 Adopts 2016 budget (Special)
559 11/17/15 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
560 12/1/15 Amends 2015 budget (Special)
561 12/1/15 Adds § 8.05.055; amends §§ 8.05.020, 8.05.050 and 8.05.075, nui-

sances (8.05)
562 3/15/16 Adds Ch. 10.30, wheeled all-terrain vehicles (10.30)
563 4/5/16 Moratorium on building permits and land use development applica-

tions within Depot Commercial District (Special)
564 9/6/16 Adds §§ 6.05.010(8), 6.05.300 and 6.05.310, potentially dangerous 

dogs (Title 6)
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565 9/6/16 Moratorium on building permits and land use development applica-
tions within Depot Commercial District (Special)

566 10/18/16 Adds Ch. 8.30, camping (8.30)
567 11/1/16 Tax levy (Special)
568 11/15/16 Adopts 2017 salary schedule (Special)
569 11/15/16 Adopts 2017 budget (Special)
570 12/6/16 Amends 2016 budget (Special)
571 1/17/17 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
572 5/16/17 Adds § 13.10.680; amends § 13.10.670, utilities enforcement 

(13.10)
573 6/6/17 Moratorium on building permits and land use development applica-

tions within Depot Commercial District (Special)
574 11/7/17 Tax levy (Special)
575 11/7/17 Franchise grant (Special)
576 12/5/17 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
577 12/5/17 Amends § 2.40.010, compensation of mayor (2.40)
578 12/5/17 Amends § 2.05.020, council compensation (2.05)
579 12/5/17 Adopts 2018 salary schedule (Special)
580 12/5/17 Adopts 2018 budget (Special)
581 12/5/17 Amends 2017 budget (Special)
582 12/5/17 Adds § 17.10.175 and Ch. 17.22, zoning (17.10, 17.22)
583 12/5/17 Amends § 2.25.120, fire chief compensation (2.25)
584 11/6/18 Tax levy (Special)
585 11/6/18 Adds Ch. 10.30 [10.35]; amends § 10.10.010, parking (10.10, 

10.35)
586 11/20/18 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
587 11/20/18 Adopts 2019 salary schedule (Special)
588 11/20/18 Adopts 2019 budget (Special)
589 11/20/18 Adds §§ 3.20.005 and 3.20.025, business licensing (3.20)
590 12/4/18 Amends 2018 budget (Special)
591 6/18/19 Amends Ch. 15.05, building codes (15.05)
592 6/18/19 Amends comprehensive plan (Special)
593 11/5/19 Adds Ch. 17.52, short-term rentals (17.52)
594 11/5/19 Tax levy (Special)
595 11/19/19 Adopts 2020 salary schedule (Special)
596 11/19/19 Adopts 2020 budget (Special)
597 12/3/19 Amends 2019 budget (Special)
598 12/3/19 Amends § 10.10.010, winter parking (10.10)
599 1/7/20 Amends §§ 13.05.270 [13.05.230] and 13.10.580, water and sewer 

charges (13.05, 13.10)
600 6/23/20 Amends 2020 budget (Special)
601 3/2/21 Adds §§ 2.25.012 and 2.25.015; amends §§ 2.25.010, 2.25.020, 

2.25.030, 2.25.040, 2.25.050, 2.25.070, 2.25.090, 2.25.120, 
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2.25.130, 2.25.140, 2.25.150, 2.25.160 and 2.25.170, fire depart-
ment (2.25)

602 9/1/20 Amends 2020 budget (Special)
603 11/3/20 Tax levy (Special)
604 11/17/20 Adopts 2021 salary schedule (Special)
605 11/17/20 Adopts 2021 budget (Special)
606 12/21/20 Amends 2020 budget (Special)
607 1/19/21 Amends §§ 13.05.270 [13.05.230] and 13.10.580, water and sewer 

charges (13.05, 13.10)
608 5/4/21 Building permit moratorium (Special)
609 5/18/21 Renumbers duplicate Ord. 607 as Ord. 608 (Special)
610 6/15/21 Affirms building permit moratorium findings of fact (Special)
611 9/21/21 Amends Ch. 15.10, flood damage prevention (15.10)
612 9/21/21 Amends Ch. 16.15, shoreline master program (Repealed by 614)
613 10/19/21 Extends building permit moratorium (Special)
614 10/19/21 Repeals Ord. 612, shoreline master program (Repealer)
615 11/16/21 Tax levy (Special)
616 11/16/21 Adopts 2022 salary schedule (Special)
617 11/16/21 Adopts 2022 budget (Special)
618 12/7/21 Amends 2021 budget (Special)
619 12/7/21 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
620 4/19/22 Amends Ch. 16.15, shoreline master program (16.15)
621 5/3/22 Extends building permit moratorium (Special)
622 6/7/22 Amends 2022 budget (Special)
623 6/21/22 Adds Ch. 17.27; amends §§ 17.45.010, 17.45.120, 17.45.170, com-

prehensive plan and zoning map; adopts future land use designation 
map, zoning (17.27, 17.45)

624 8/2/22 Amends Title 6, animals (6.01)
625 8/16/22 Alley vacation (Special)
626 10/4/22 Amends 2022 budget (Special)
627 11/1/22 Adds §§ 17.10.145, 17.20.015, 17.30.025, 17.35.025, 17.40.025 

and 17.50.060; amends §§ 17.15.030(11) and 17.25.020, containers 
(17.10, 17.15, 17.20, 17.25, 17.30, 17.35, 17.40, 17.50)

628 11/15/22 Tax levy (Special)
629 11/15/22 Adopts 2023 salary schedule (Special)
630 11/15/22 Adopts 2023 budget (Special)
631 11/15/22 Adds § 17.05.100(7); amends §§ 17.05.100(5) and 18.05.100(1), 

permit procedures and fees (17.05, 18.05)
632 12/6/22 Amends §§ 13.05.230 and 13.10.580, water and sewer charges 

(13.05, 13.10)
633 12/6/22 Amends 2022 budget (Special)
634 2/7/23 Amends Title 6, animals (6.01)
635 2/7/23 Amends § 17.20.015 and Ch. 17.52, short-term rentals (17.20, 

17.52)
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– A –

Abandoned refrigerators See Declaration under 
Nuisance, public

Amusement places, devices
Pinball machines, punchboards

installation 5.10.070
license required 5.10.050
pinball machine defined 5.10.060
violation, penalty 5.10.080

Pool hall
defined 5.10.010
license

fee 5.10.030
required 5.10.020

violation, penalty 5.10.040
Animals

Dogs See Dogs
Public nuisance See Declaration under Nuisance, 

public
Automobile sales, storage, repair See Zoning

– B –

Barns See Zoning
Bed and breakfasts See Zoning
Boarding houses See Zoning
Boat sales, storage, repair See Zoning
Building codes

General requirements 15.05.020
International codes adopted 15.05.010

Buildings See Declaration under Nuisance, public; 
Permit

Burning See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Business license

Applicability 5.05.020
Application 5.05.030
Exemptions 5.05.080
Fee 5.05.050
Inspections 5.05.070
Posting 5.05.040
Required 5.05.010
Transferability 5.05.060
Violation, penalty 5.05.090

Business, occupation tax
Applicability to annexed properties 3.20.100
Computation 3.20.050
Definitions

cellular telephone service 3.20.015
competitive telephone service 3.20.015
engaging in business 3.20.005
gross income 3.20.015
light and power business 3.20.015
pager service 3.20.015
telephone business 3.20.015

Levied 3.20.030
License

required 3.20.020
threshold 3.20.025

Payment
failure 3.20.070
overpayment, refund 3.20.080
remittance 3.20.040

Purpose of provisions 3.20.010
Records inspection 3.20.060
Rules, regulations promulgation 3.20.110
Violation, penalty 3.20.090

– C –

Camping
Definitions

camp 8.30.030
camp facilities 8.30.030
camp paraphernalia 8.30.030
camping 8.30.030
store 8.30.030
street 8.30.030
vehicle 8.30.030

Findings 8.30.010
Permit 8.30.070
Private property 8.30.080
Storage unlawful when 8.30.050
Unlawful 8.30.040
Violation, penalty 8.30.060

Cesspool See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Churches See Zoning
Clerk-treasurer

Combining offices 2.15.010
Code

Adoption 1.01.010
Prosecutions reserved 1.01.020
Severability 1.01.030

Comprehensive plan amendments, public 
participation See under Zoning

Construction standards, water/sewer
Adopted 13.11.010
Available where 13.11.020

Council
Compensation 2.05.020
Meetings 2.05.010

Critical areas
See also Flood damage prevention; State 

Environmental Policy Act
Administration 16.10.110
Appeals 16.10.130
Applicability

land areas 16.10.030
land use activities 16.10.040

Aquifer recharge areas 16.10.400
Authority 16.10.005
Basis for protection 16.10.070
City nonliability 16.10.450
Definitions

agriculture 16.10.020
areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers 

used for potable water 16.10.020
base flood 16.10.020
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South Cle Elum Municipal Code Dogs

buffer 16.10.020
critical areas 16.10.020
development 16.10.020
erosion 16.10.020
erosion hazard areas 16.10.020
fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas 

16.10.020
flood fringe 16.10.020
flood or flooding 16.10.020
flood protection elevation 16.10.020
floodplain 16.10.020
floodway 16.10.020
frequently flooded areas 16.10.020
geologically hazardous areas 16.10.020
groundwater 16.10.020
landslide hazard areas 16.10.020
mine hazard areas 16.10.020
native vegetation 16.10.020
priority habitats 16.10.020
priority species 16.10.020
riparian habitat 16.10.020
seismic hazard areas 16.10.020
slope 16.10.020
species of local importance 16.10.020
stream 16.10.020
volcanic hazard areas 16.10.020
wetland replacement ratio 16.10.020
wetland, wetlands 16.10.020

Exemptions 16.10.050
Fish and wildlife habitat conservation

areas defined 16.10.340
enhancement moneys 16.10.390
habitats

local importance 16.10.370
riparian 16.10.350

species
local importance 16.10.380
priority 16.10.360

Flood prevention 16.10.260
Floodplain storage 16.10.270
Frequently flooded areas 16.10.250
Geologically hazardous areas

classification 16.10.280
development regulations 16.10.290
report 16.10.302
specialized engineering 16.10.300
uses prohibited 16.10.305

Hazardous material 16.10.410
Identification

maps, reference materials 16.10.060
other data 16.10.120

Integration into SEPA 16.10.140
Interpretation 16.10.080
Mine hazard areas 16.10.320
Permit

application 16.10.100
required 16.10.090
revocation 16.10.440

Purpose 16.10.010

Report requirements 16.10.105
Violation

notice 16.10.430
penalty 16.10.420

Volcanic ash disposal 16.10.330
Wetlands

allowed uses 16.10.210
buffers

administration of requirements 16.10.190
basis 16.10.180
building setback lines 16.10.220
natural condition 16.10.200
width requirements 16.10.170

categories 16.10.150
conservation moneys 16.10.240
replacement ratios 16.10.230
zero net loss required 16.10.160

Curfew See Parental responsibility

– D –

Day care centers See Zoning
Demolition See Permit
Disasters See Emergency services
Dogs

Bites to be reported 6.01.150
Control 6.01.100
Control zone established 6.01.030
Dangerous, registration requirements, fees 6.01.210
Definitions

adult dog 6.01.020
animal 6.01.020
at large 6.01.020
bite 6.01.020
capable person 6.01.020
conviction 6.01.020
council 6.01.020
dangerous dog 6.01.020
department 6.01.020
law enforcement 6.01.020
livestock 6.01.020
microchip 6.01.020
nuisance 6.01.020
owner 6.01.020
permit 6.01.020
person 6.01.020
physical injury 6.01.020
potentially dangerous dog 6.01.020
premises 6.01.020
quarantine area 6.01.020
secure enclosure 6.01.020
severe injury 6.01.020
tag 6.01.020
tattoo 6.01.020
town 6.01.020

Enforcement 6.01.090
Immunity 6.01.230
Impoundment

generally 6.01.160
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notice of 6.01.170
recovery 6.01.180
remittance of fees, charge 6.01.200
unrecovered, disposition 6.01.190

In estrus 6.01.110
Law enforcement powers, duties 6.01.040
Nuisance abatement 6.01.080
Ownership by person under 18 years of age 6.01.070
Purpose of provisions 6.01.010
Rabies inoculation required 6.01.140
Restraint within quarantine area 6.01.120
Severability 6.01.220
Violations

habitual violators 6.01.060
penalties 6.01.050

Waste removal from public areas 6.01.130

– E –

Elections
Nomination

caucus 2.20.010
nonpartisan 2.20.020

Procedures 2.20.030
Electricity

Connection charge 13.25.020
Deposit

refund 13.25.040
required 13.25.010
return 13.25.030

Emergency services
Authority 2.30.010
County council participation 2.30.020

Employees, city
Discrimination

appeal, hearing 2.10.030
prohibited 2.10.020
purpose of provisions 2.10.010

Pensions, retirement
continuing implementation 2.10.080
contribution fund 2.10.070
coverage 2.10.040
Social Security System

execution authority 2.10.060
participation 2.10.050

Travel reimbursement 2.10.090
Energy code

See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Environmental procedures See Critical areas; State 
Environmental Policy Act

Excavations
See also Grading, excavation, land filling; Right-of-

way use
As-built plans 12.15.130
Indemnification of town 12.15.150
Inspection 12.15.120
Methods, restrictions 12.15.080
Notice 12.15.040

Permit 
application, fee 12.15.020
duration 12.15.030
required 12.15.010

Restoration 
by town 12.15.110
required 12.15.100
surface standards 12.15.090

Safety standards 12.15.060
Traffic control 12.15.070
Utility depth requirements 12.15.050
Violation, penalty 12.15.140

– F –

Factory-built housing
Application procedure 15.15.030
Conditional use 15.15.050
Definitions

factory-built home 15.15.020
recreational vehicle 15.15.020

Fee schedule 15.15.070
Purpose of provisions 15.15.010
Siting requirements 15.15.040
Violation, penalty 15.15.060

Farming See Zoning
Fees

Business license 5.05.050
Dangerous dog registration 6.01.210
Environmental appeals 16.05.170
Factory-built homes 15.15.070
Garbage collection 8.20.030
Grading, excavation, land filling 15.25.140
Pinball machine, punchboard 5.10.050
Pool hall 5.10.030
Sewer inspection 13.10.370

Fire code
See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Fire department
Duties

fire department members 2.25.050
public 2.25.060

Enforcement 2.25.070
Established 2.25.010
Fire chief

compensation 2.25.120
supervisory duties 2.25.020

Governance 2.25.012
Incident command at fires 2.25.030
Payment by town 2.25.100
Performance evaluation 2.25.015
Records 2.25.040
Service outside town limits 2.25.080
Violation, penalty 2.25.110
Volunteer firefighters

benefits 2.25.090
council member applicability 2.25.130
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South Cle Elum Municipal Code Grading, excavation, land filling

relief, compensation
See also Employees, city
collection, payment 2.25.160
enrollment 2.25.140
pension provisions 2.25.150
state provisions adopted 2.25.170

Firearms
Carrying, exemptions 9.10.040
Defined 9.10.010
Discharge unlawful 9.10.020
Violation, penalty 9.10.030

Fireworks
Defined 8.15.020
Discharge prohibited 8.15.030
Emergency restrictions 8.15.045
Purpose of provisions 8.15.010
Sale restrictions 8.15.040
State statutes adopted 8.15.035
Violation, penalty 8.15.050

Flood damage prevention
See also Critical areas
Abrogation, greater restrictions 15.10.090
Applicability 15.10.060
Authority 15.10.010
City nonliability 15.10.110
Compliance

generally 15.10.080
penalties 15.10.080

Definitions
alteration of watercourse 15.10.050
appeal 15.10.050
area of shallow flooding 15.10.050
area of special flood hazard 15.10.050
actual start of construction 15.10.050
ASCE 24 15.10.050
base flood 15.10.050
base flood elevation (BFE) 15.10.050
basement 15.10.050
building code 15.10.050
critical facility 15.10.050
development 15.10.050
elevated building 15.10.050
elevation certificate 15.10.050
essential facility 15.10.050
flood 15.10.050
flood elevation study 15.10.050
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 15.10.050
flooding 15.10.050
floodplain administrator 15.10.050
floodplain or flood prone area 15.10.050
floodproofing 15.10.050
floodway 15.10.050
functionally dependent use 15.10.050
highest adjacent grade 15.10.050
historic structure 15.10.050
lowest floor 15.10.050
manufactured home 15.10.050
manufactured home park or subdivision 15.10.050
mean sea level 15.10.050

new construction 15.10.050
reasonably safe from flooding 15.10.050
recreational vehicle 15.10.050
start of construction 15.10.050
structure 15.10.050
substantial damage 15.10.050
substantial improvement 15.10.050
variance 15.10.050
violation 15.10.050
water dependent 15.10.050
water surface elevation 15.10.050

Development permit 15.10.120
Findings of fact 15.10.020
Flood insurance study adopted 15.10.070
Floodplain administrator

administration 15.10.130
review 15.10.140

Floodway provisions 15.10.180
Interpretation 15.10.100
Methods 15.10.040
Purpose 15.10.030
Severability 15.10.115
Standards

generally 15.10.160
shallow flooding areas 15.10.185
specific 15.10.170

Variances 15.10.150
Fuel gas code

See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

– G –

Garages See Zoning
Garbage

Authority 8.20.010
Definitions

garbage 8.20.020
person 8.20.020

Deposit 8.20.040
Permit required, fee 8.20.030
Solid waste management plan adopted 8.20.060
Violation, penalty 8.20.050

Grading, excavation, land filling
See also Excavations
Permit

application
contents 15.25.060
review 15.25.100

exemptions 15.25.040
expiration 15.25.120
fee 15.25.140
required 15.25.030
responsibility to have 15.25.080
revocation 15.25.130

Prohibitions 15.25.050
Purpose 15.25.010
Standards 15.25.070
Stop work orders, corrective action 15.25.090
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South Cle Elum Municipal Code License

Sureties 15.25.110
Town plans examiner defined 15.25.020

Group homes See Zoning

– H –

Home occupations See Zoning
Hotel/motel tax See Lodging tax
Hotels See Zoning

– J –

Junk vehicles
Abatement

cost 8.10.070
removal, disposal 8.10.060

Definitions
junk vehicle 8.10.020
vehicle 8.10.020

Determination, burden of proof 8.10.050
Enforcement

authority 8.10.030
violation, penalty 8.10.110

Exceptions 8.10.080
Notification, certification 8.10.040
Public nuisance violation

See also Declaration under Nuisance, public
deemed misdemeanor 8.10.100
determination, notice 8.10.090

Purpose of provisions 8.10.010

– L –

Land use procedures
See also Subdivisions; Zoning
Administration

authority, duties 18.05.080
offices designated 18.05.070

Appeals 18.05.100
Council authority, duties 18.05.090
Permit application

combined SEPA process 18.05.010
determination of completeness 18.05.030
optional combined process 18.05.020
public hearing

combined reports 18.05.050
combined with other agencies 18.05.040

time limits 18.05.060
Library See Zoning
License

Business 5.05.010
Occupation 3.20.020
Pinball machine, punchboards 5.10.050
Pool hall 5.10.020
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South Cle Elum Municipal Code Parks

Liquefied petroleum gas code
See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Litter See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Lodging tax

Administration, collection 3.15.010

– M –

Manufacture, assembly See Zoning
Manufactured homes See Factory-built housing
Mayor

Compensation 2.40.010
Mechanical code

See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Medical clinics See Zoning
Mobile home park or subdivisions See Zoning
Minors See Parental responsibility
Mobile homes See Factory-built housing
Motels See Zoning
Motorized foot scooters

Applicability 10.25.005
Corrections to provisions 10.25.090
Definitions

city property 10.25.010
city street 10.25.010
helmet 10.25.010
motorized foot scooter 10.25.010
rules of the road 10.25.010
to operate in a negligent manner 10.25.020
wheeled recreational device 10.25.010

Exemption 10.25.010
Helmets 10.25.030
Noise restrictions 10.25.040
Operation

nighttime 10.25.030
regulations 10.25.020

Purpose, intent 10.25.060
Savings clause 10.25.070
Severability 10.25.080
Violation, penalty 10.25.050

– N –

Noise See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Nuisance, public

Abatement by town 8.05.075
Compliance 8.05.090
Declaration

specific 8.05.020
unlawfulness 8.05.030

Defined 8.05.010
Enforcement 8.05.040
Hearing

contesting infraction 8.05.100
mitigation 8.05.110

Violation
civil nature 8.05.130
enforcement 8.05.060

infraction 8.05.050
notice 8.05.080
order to correct 8.05.070
penalties 8.05.120
responsibility 8.05.055

Nursing home See Zoning

– P –

Parental responsibility
Definitions

allow 9.05.020
child 9.05.020
juvenile 9.05.020
parent 9.05.020
returning home 9.05.020
school nights 9.05.020

Enforcement authority 9.05.050
Exemptions 9.05.040
Presence of child prohibited when 9.05.030
Purpose of provisions 9.05.010
Violation, penalty 9.05.060

Parking
Angle 10.35.050
Inoperable vehicles 10.35.030
Parallel 10.35.060
Prohibitions 10.35.010
Seventy-two-hour limit 10.35.040
State statutes adopted 10.35.020
Violation, penalties 10.35.070
Winter regulations

prohibitions 10.10.010
towing, impounding 10.10.020
violation, penalty 10.10.030

Parks
Aircraft 8.25.080
Alcoholic beverages 8.25.170
Animals 8.25.090
Applicability 8.25.010
Bicycles 8.25.070
Campfires 8.25.110
Camping 8.25.100
Definitions

aircraft 8.25.020
alcoholic beverages 8.25.020
bicycles 8.25.020
camper 8.25.020
camping 8.25.020
campsite 8.25.020
facility 8.25.020
group 8.25.020
liquor 8.25.020
litter 8.25.020
mechanical trapping device 8.25.020
motor vehicle 8.25.020
person 8.25.020
picnic 8.25.020
rocket 8.25.020
skateboard 8.25.020
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special event 8.25.020
trailer 8.25.020
travel 8.25.020

Encroachments 8.25.210
Fireworks 8.25.180
Hours 8.25.050
Litter 8.25.130
Motor vehicles 8.25.060
Regulations issued by mayor 8.25.030
Removal, destruction of property 8.25.200
Reservations, permits, fees 8.25.040
Restricted areas 8.25.160
Sales, rentals 8.25.140
Signposting, solicitation 8.25.150
Smoking 8.25.120
Violation, penalty 8.25.220
Weapons 8.25.190

Permit
Building 15.20.020
Critical area protection 16.10.090
Demolition 15.20.010
Excavation 12.15.010
Garbage collection 8.20.030
Grading, excavation, land filling 15.25.030
Park facilities use 8.25.040
Right-of-way use 12.10.050
Sewer inspection 13.10.370

Personnel See Employees, city
Pinball machines See Pinball machines, punchboards 

under Amusement places, devices
Plumbing code 

See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Pool hall See Pool hall under Amusement places, 
devices

Printing See Zoning
Property maintenance code

See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Punchboards See Pinball machines, punchboards under 
Amusement places, devices

– R –

Real estate excise tax
Collection 3.10.020
Distribution of proceeds 3.10.040
Effective date 3.10.050
Imposition 3.10.010
State regulations compliance 3.10.030

Residential code
See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

Restaurants See Zoning
Right-of-way use

See also Excavations
Amendments 12.10.240
Applicability 12.10.010
Approval of plans, specifications by town 12.10.040

As-built plans 12.10.090
Bond 12.10.030
Cable permit See Telecommunications permit
Compensation to town 12.10.060
Condemnation 12.10.190
Exclusivity 12.10.200
Indemnification of town 

damage by grantee 12.10.110
installation damage 12.10.120

Independent contractors 12.10.220
Permit 

application, expenses 12.10.050
work duration, specifications 12.10.070

Quality of work, safety 12.10.080
Restoration 12.10.100
Rights of franchise grantee

acceptance 12.10.250
construction 12.10.020
revocation 12.10.230

Road improvement 12.10.160
Successors in interest 12.10.210
Telecommunications permit

administering officer, authority 13.30.150
appeals 13.30.160
definitions

administering officer 13.30.010
cable television service 13.30.010
facilities 13.30.010
master permit 13.30.010
municipal infrastructure 13.30.010
permit 13.30.010
personal wireless services 13.30.010
right-of-way 13.30.010
service provider 13.30.010
telecommunications service 13.30.010
town 13.30.010
use permit 13.30.010

exemptions 13.30.090



Index-5.1 (Revised 1/08)

South Cle Elum Municipal Code Sewers

facilities for town use 13.30.130
fees, charges 13.30.140
master permit

application, contents 13.30.040
procedures 13.30.050
required 13.30.030

objective 13.30.020
relocation 13.30.120
restrictions

moratoria 13.30.110
state law provisions 13.30.100

right-of-way occupancy conditions 13.30.080
use permit

advance notice 13.30.070
expedited consideration 13.30.060
procedures 13.30.050
required 13.30.030

users other than service providers 13.30.170 
Underground facilities 

additional ducts, conduits 12.10.140
procedures 12.10.130

Utility installation 12.10.170
Vacation 12.10.180
Work by town 12.10.150

– S –

Sales and use tax
Administration, collection 3.05.030
Contract with state 3.05.050
Imposition 3.05.010
Rate 3.05.020
Records inspection 3.05.040
Violation, penalty 3.05.060

Scooters See Motorized foot scooters
SEPA See State Environmental Policy Act
Sewers

See also Construction standards, water/sewer; 
Water

Building
construction standards 13.10.410
costs borne by owner 13.10.380
elevation 13.10.420
excavations 13.10.460
inspection, connection 13.10.450
old, use 13.10.400
permit

application, inspection fee 13.10.370
required 13.10.360

requirements 13.10.440
separate required 13.10.390
surface runoff prohibitions 13.10.430

Charges
designated 13.10.580
lien upon property 13.10.610
payment

delinquency, water cut off 13.10.620
due when 13.10.600

vacant, unoccupied premises 13.10.590

Connection charges
capital reimbursement 13.12.040
collection 13.12.080
equivalent residential unit schedule 13.12.050
installation responsibility 13.12.060
low-income housing 13.12.070
purpose of provisions 13.12.010
required 13.12.020
system connection 13.12.030

Damage prohibited 13.10.630
Definitions 13.10.005

applicant 13.10.010
BOD 13.10.020
building drain 13.10.030
building sewer 13.10.040
combined sewer 13.10.050
domestic water or domestic water system 13.10.060
garbage 13.10.070
industrial wastes 13.10.080
inspector 13.10.090
may 13.10.200
natural outlet 13.10.100
person 13.10.110
pH 13.10.120
properly shredded garbage 13.10.130
public sewer 13.10.140
sanitary sewer 13.10.150
sewage 13.10.160
sewage treatment plant 13.10.170
sewage works 13.10.180
sewer 13.10.190
shall 13.10.200
slug 13.10.210
storm drain 13.10.220
suspended solids 13.10.230
town clerk-treasurer 13.10.240
watercourse 13.10.250

Department
established 13.10.260
superintendent

appointment 13.10.270
duties 13.10.280

Discharges
grease, oil, sand interceptors 13.10.530
prohibited

generally 13.10.480
substances 13.10.510
waters, wastes 13.10.500

superintendent action 13.10.520
testing

access 13.10.550
analysis 13.10.560

unpolluted 13.10.490
Facility construction unlawful 13.10.310
Inspection

indemnification 13.10.650
right of entry 13.10.640

Preliminary treatment, maintenance 13.10.540
Prohibited deposit 13.10.290
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Public system connection
exception 13.10.325
failure 13.10.350
private systems

cleaning, filling 13.10.340
removal 13.10.330

required 13.10.320
Reserve fund 13.10.581
Town, industry agreement 13.10.570
Unlawful discharge 13.10.300
Utility tax 13.10.582
Violation

notice 13.10.660
penalty 13.10.670
service termination 13.10.680 

Shoreline master program
Adopted 16.15.010

Sidewalks
Chargeable property designation 12.05.060
Maintenance

abutting owner’s duty 12.05.010
failure to correct 12.05.040
notice

council approval 12.05.050
generally 12.05.020
service 12.05.030

Signs See Zoning
Snow deposit

Regulation 10.10.040
Unlawful, penalty 10.10.050

Snowmobiles
Additional regulations 10.20.020
State statutes adopted 10.20.010
Violation, penalty 10.20.030

Solid waste management See Garbage
State Environmental Policy Act

Additional definitions 16.05.030
Adoption by reference 16.05.020
Appeals

burden of proof 16.05.210
decision 16.05.220
dismissal 16.05.230
fee 16.05.170
generally 16.05.150
public hearing

conduct 16.05.190
notice 16.05.180
testimony 16.05.200

superior court review 16.05.240
time limitation 16.05.160

Authority 16.05.010
Categorical exemptions 16.05.050
Consulted agency responsibilities 16.05.140
Copies on file 16.05.320
Environmental checklist 16.05.060
Environmental documents, internal circulation 

16.05.100
Environmental impact statement

preparation 16.05.070

process 16.05.080
public notice 16.05.090

Growth management
appeals on threshold determinations 16.05.310
applicability 16.05.250
determination of significance 16.05.300
expanded environmental checklist 16.05.280
mitigated determination of nonsignificance 

16.05.290
policy 16.05.260
procedure 16.05.270

Land use proposals 16.05.120
Nonexempt actions 16.05.110
Responsible official designation 16.05.040
Substantive authority 16.05.130

Subdivisions
See also Land use procedures; Zoning
Administration authority 19.05.030
Applicability 19.05.020
Compliance 19.15.010
Definitions

alley 19.10.010
applicant 19.10.015
arterial 19.10.020
block 19.10.030
commission 19.10.040
comprehensive plan 19.10.050
council 19.10.060
cul-de-sac 19.10.070
dedication 19.10.080
easement 19.10.090
final plat 19.10.130
generally 19.10.005
lot 19.10.100
major subdivision road 19.10.170
may 19.10.005
minor subdivision road 19.10.180
plat 19.10.110
plat certificate 19.10.120
preliminary plat 19.10.140
shall 19.10.005
short subdivision 19.10.150
subdivision 19.10.160

Exemptions 19.05.025
Improvements

completion, inspector approval 19.30.070
conformance with standards 19.30.030
contractors 19.30.040
guarantee, security

for maintenance 19.30.090
generally 19.30.080

inspections 19.30.060
notification 19.30.050
required 19.30.020
town approval, acceptance

final 19.30.100
plans 19.30.010
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Procedures
general 19.15.010
plat

final 19.15.020
preliminary 19.15.015

short subdivision
final 19.15.030
preliminary 19.15.025

Purpose of provisions 19.05.015
Requirements, standards

block length
maximum 19.25.080
minimum 19.25.070

crosswalks 19.25.090
easements

general standards 19.25.110
required 19.25.100

layout 19.25.020
lot

corner 19.25.050
shape 19.25.060
size 19.25.030
street frontage 19.25.040

road names 19.25.015
streets 19.25.010

Submittal
final plats, short subdivisions 19.20.015
preliminary plats, short subdivisions 19.20.010

Title 19.05.010
Variances 19.35.010
Violation, penalty 19.35.020

Swimming pool and spa code
See also Building codes
Adopted 15.05.010

– T –

Tax See Specific Tax
Traffic

Model traffic ordinance
adopted 10.05.010
copies on file 10.05.030
fine collection 10.05.020

Trash See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Treasurer See Clerk-treasurer
Truck routes

Designated 10.15.050
Sign placement, notice 10.15.020
Temporary restrictions 10.15.040
Violation, penalty 10.15.030
Weight limits 10.15.010

– U –

Utility tax See Business, occupation tax

– V –

Vehicles
Abandoned See Declaration under Nuisance, public; 

Junk vehicles
All-terrain See Wheeled all-terrain vehicles

– W –

Warehousing See Zoning
Water

See also Construction standards, water/sewer
Amendments 13.05.180
Applications for use 13.05.020
Connections

fees, procedures 13.05.025
written permission required 13.05.110

Cross-connections
back flow prevention devices

annual testing, repairs 13.15.050
installation 13.15.040
requirements 13.15.030

compliance
costs 13.15.070
required 13.15.020

definitions
approved back flow prevention device 

13.15.010
back flow 13.15.010
cross-connection 13.15.010

termination of service 13.15.080
unpaid expenses collection 13.15.090
variances 13.15.060

Defective equipment 13.05.100
Definitions

outside the town limits 13.05.010
person 13.05.010
premises 13.05.010
superintendent 13.05.010

Fire hydrants 13.05.120
Fire use 13.05.170
Floodplain prohibitions 13.05.250
Hookup fees 13.05.300
Inspections

access 13.05.130
premises to be kept open 13.05.050

Main extensions 13.05.200
Open hoses, sprinkler heads 13.05.190
Rates, charges

accounts in owner’s name 13.05.140
collection 13.05.210
connection 13.05.300
established 13.05.230
nonpayment, termination of service 13.05.280
reinstitution 13.05.240
water leakage adjustments 13.05.270

Reserve fund 13.05.231
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Right-of-way construction
See also Right-of-way use
permit required 13.05.070

Service
mandatory 13.05.015
outside of town 13.05.290
pipes

arrangement 13.05.030
defacing 13.05.060
placement, size 13.05.040
repair 13.05.090

Shortages 13.05.160
Shutoff 13.05.150
Supply

pollution prohibited 13.20.040
system defined 13.20.020
trespass prohibited 13.20.030
violation, penalty 13.20.050
watershed limits 13.20.010

Utility tax 13.05.232
Violation

liens, additional remedies 13.05.220
penalty 13.05.260

Weeds See Declaration under Nuisance, public
Weight limits See Truck routes
Wheeled all-terrain vehicles

Definitions
sidewalk 10.30.010
street 10.30.010
town street 10.30.010
WATV 10.30.010
wheeled all-terrain vehicle 10.30.010

Operation on town streets
children under 16 10.30.050
permitted when 10.30.020
registration 10.30.060
requirements 10.30.040
restrictions 10.30.030
rules of the road 10.30.070

Prohibited areas 10.30.080
Violation, penalties 10.30.090

– Z –

Zoning
See also Land use procedures; Subdivisions
Accessory buildings

MR district 17.15.020
Antennas

MR district 17.15.030
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Appeals 17.05.050
Applicability 17.05.030
Applications 17.05.090
Art gallery

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Art studios
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Automobile sales, storage, repair
LID 17.25.010

Automobile storage, private
G zone 17.27.020

Bakeries
HDCD 17.22.010

Banks
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Barber shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Barns
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Beauty shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Bed and breakfasts
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010
MR district 17.15.030

Bistro
HDCD 17.22.010

Boarding houses
MR district 17.15.030

Boat sales, storage, repair
LID 17.25.010

Building official responsibilities 17.05.070
Business office

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Cabinet shops
LID 17.25.010

Cafes
HDCD 17.22.010

Caretaker’s quarters
LID 17.25.010
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Carpenter shops
LID 17.25.010

Carports
G zone 17.27.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Churches
HDCD 17.22.010
MR district 17.15.030

Cleaners
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Clubs
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Coffee shops See Cafes



Index-9 (Revised 2/23)

South Cle Elum Municipal Code Zoning

Cocktail lounges
DBD 17.20.010

Compliance required 17.05.080
Comprehensive plan amendments, public participation 

17.05.110
Conditional uses See also Applications

containers 17.50.060
permit

required 17.50.010
requirements 17.50.030
review 17.50.040

required findings 17.50.020
Convalescent home See Nursing home
Day care centers

MR district 17.15.030
DBD

barrier free access 17.20.100
binding site plan 17.20.110
conditional uses 17.20.015
critical areas 17.20.120
height 17.20.040
loading space requirements 17.20.080
lot coverage 17.20.030
lot size 17.20.020
outdoor lighting 17.20.130
parking

handicapped 17.20.090
spaces designated 17.20.070

principal uses 17.20.010
setbacks 17.20.050
sewer connection 17.20.060

Definitions 17.10.005
accessory building 17.10.080
alley 17.10.010
apartment 17.10.020
apartment hotel 17.10.030
boarding house 17.10.060
building 17.10.070
building area 17.10.040
carport 17.10.110
clinic 17.10.120
commission 17.10.130
comprehensive plan 17.10.140
conditional use 17.10.540
containers 17.10.145
corner lot 17.10.330
council 17.10.150
day care home 17.10.160
density 17.10.170
drinking establishment 17.10.175
driveway 17.10.180
duplex dwelling 17.10.190
dwelling unit 17.10.210
family 17.10.220
floor area ratio 17.10.230
front lot line 17.10.350
front yard 17.10.610
garage 17.10.240
greenbelt 17.10.250

gross building area or gross floor area 17.10.050
guest house 17.10.260
height of building 17.10.270
home occupation 17.10.280
hotel 17.10.290
interior lot 17.10.360
junkyard 17.10.300
kennel 17.10.310
lot 17.10.320
lot coverage 17.10.340
lot width 17.10.400
mobile home 17.10.410
mobile home park 17.10.420
motel 17.10.430
multiple dwelling 17.10.200
nonconforming building 17.10.090
nonconforming use 17.10.550
parking 17.10.440
parking space 17.10.450
planned unit development (PUD) 17.10.460
principal building 17.10.100
principal use 17.10.560
professional office 17.10.470
rear lot line 17.10.370
rear yard 17.10.620
recreational vehicle 17.10.480
side lot line 17.10.380
side yard 17.10.630
street 17.10.490
structure 17.10.500
through lot 17.10.390
trailer 17.10.510
trailer park 17.10.520
use 17.10.530
variance 17.10.570
vehicle 17.10.580
vehicle storage 17.10.590
yard 17.10.600
zone 17.10.640
zoning district 17.10.650
zoning map 17.10.660

Dental clinics
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Domestic animals
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Downtown business district See DBD
Dressmakers

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Duplex dwelling unit
MR district 17.15.010

Electric shops
LID 17.25.010

Factory-built housing
MR district 17.15.030
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Farming
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Foster homes
MR district 17.15.030

Fraternal organizations
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

G zone
barrier free access 17.27.150
critical areas 17.27.190
deviations 17.27.230
flood hazard reduction 17.27.210
gateway signage 17.27.100
height 17.27.070
improvements 17.27.220
loading space requirements 17.27.130
lot coverage 17.27.050
lot size 17.27.030
open space 17.27.060
outdoor lighting 17.27.160
parking

for people with disabilities 17.27.140
generally 17.27.120

principal uses 17.27.010
PUD use 17.27.170
purpose 17.27.000
residential density 17.27.040
secondary uses 17.27.020
setbacks 17.27.080
shoreline master program 17.27.200
site design standards 17.27.180
water, sewer connection 17.27.090
Yakima River public access 17.27.110

Garages
G zone 17.27.020
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Gateway zone See G zone
Glass shops

LID 17.25.010
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Governmental uses
LID 17.25.010

Grange halls
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Greenhouses
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010
MR district 17.15.030
UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Group homes
MR district 17.15.030

Guest houses
UR5+ district 17.40.020

HDCD
barrier free access 17.22.100
binding site plan 17.22.110
critical areas 17.22.120
fencing 17.22.065
height 17.22.040
loading space requirements 17.22.080
lot coverage 17.22.030
lot size 17.22.020
outdoor lighting 17.20.130
parking

handicapped 17.22.090
spaces designated 17.22.070

principal uses 17.22.010
setbacks 17.22.050
sewer, water connection 17.22.060
site design standards 17.22.140

Heating shops
LID 17.25.010

Height See Specific District
Historic depot commercial district See HDCD
Hobby shops

UR 1/2 district 17.30.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Home occupations
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Hotels
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Industrial uses
LID 17.25.010

Interpretation 17.05.020
Laundries, coin-operated

DBD 17.20.010
Library

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

LID
barrier free access 17.25.110
binding site plan 17.25.120
conditional uses 17.25.020

critical areas 17.25.130
height 17.25.050
loading space requirements 17.25.090
lot coverage 17.25.040
lot size 17.25.030
outdoor lighting 17.25.140
parking

handicapped 17.25.100
spaces designated 17.25.080

principal uses 17.25.010
setbacks 17.25.060
sewer connection 17.25.070

Light industrial district See LID
Lithography establishments

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Locksmiths
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Lodges
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Lot coverage See Specific District
Lot size See Specific District
Lumber, construction materials sales, storage

LID 17.25.010
Machine shops

LID 17.25.010
Machinery, equipment sales, repair, storage

LID 17.25.010
Manufacture, assembly

LID 17.25.010
Medical clinics

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Mixed residential district See MR district
Mobile home park or subdivisions

UR5+ district 17.40.020
Motels

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Motorcycle sales, storage, repair
LID 17.25.010

MR district
binding site plan 17.15.140
conditional uses 17.15.030
critical areas 17.15.110
duplex location criteria 17.15.045
height 17.15.080
lot coverage 17.15.050
lot size 17.15.040
open space 17.15.060
outdoor lighting 17.15.130
parking 17.15.100
principal uses 17.15.010
secondary uses 17.15.020
setbacks 17.15.080
sewer connection 17.15.090
shoreline permits 17.15.120
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Multifamily dwelling units
DBD 17.20.010

Museum
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Music studios
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Newspapers
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Nonconformances
damage restoration 17.60.040
lots

continuance 17.60.050
discontinuance 17.60.060

structure alteration 17.60.030
uses

continuance 17.60.010
discontinuance 17.60.020

Nurseries
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010
MR district 17.15.030

Nursing home
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Off-street parking
G zone 17.27.020
UR1-5 district 17.35.020
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Open space
See also Specific District
G zone 17.27.010

Parking garages
LID 17.25.010

Parking lots
LID 17.25.010

Parks
G zone 17.27.010

Permits, fees 17.05.100
Personal services

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Photography studios
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Planned unit development See PUD
Plumbing shops

LID 17.25.010
Printing

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Professional office
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Public facilities
DBD 17.20.010
G zone 17.27.010
HDCD 17.22.010

MR district 17.15.030
Public utilities

DBD 17.20.010
G zone 17.27.010
HDCD 17.22.010

PUD
application 17.45.180
association documents 17.45.080
critical areas 17.45.130
green belt 17.45.050
height 17.45.120
improvements 17.45.200
lot size 17.45.030
open space, recreation facilities 17.45.040
outdoor lighting 17.45.140
phased developments 17.45.090
pre-application conference, public meeting 

17.45.170
principal uses 17.45.010
purpose 17.45.020
site master plan 

project description 17.45.070
required 17.45.060

storm drainage system 17.45.160
subdivision approval 17.45.190
water, sewer connection 17.45.150

Purpose of provisions 17.05.010
Radio repair shops

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Rental agencies
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Rentals See Short-term residential rentals
Rest home See Nursing home
Restaurants

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Retail stores
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010
water dependent

G zone 17.27.010
Retirement home See Nursing home
River access

G zone 17.27.010
Setbacks See Specific District
Severability 17.05.040
Sheet metal shops

LID 17.25.010
Shoe repair shops

DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Short-term residential rentals 17.52.010
Sign painting shops

LID 17.25.010
Signs

board of appeals 17.70.050
business locator 17.70.160
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definitions
area of sign 17.70.020
changeable copy sign (automatic) 17.70.020
double-faced sign 17.70.020
electrical sign 17.70.020
flashing sign 17.70.020
freestanding sign 17.70.020
illegal sign 17.70.020
maintenance 17.70.020
nonconforming sign 17.70.020
off-premises sign 17.70.020
owner 17.70.020
projecting sign 17.70.020

enforcing official 17.70.030
existing 17.70.090
indemnity, insurance 17.70.100
nonconforming 17.70.180
obscenity prohibited 17.70.110
obstruction 17.70.200
off-premises 17.70.190
on other’s property 17.70.120
owner’s responsibility 17.70.210
permit

fees 17.70.070
required 17.70.060

purpose of provisions 17.70.010
regulations

commercial areas 17.70.140
industrial areas 17.70.150
residential areas 17.70.130

removal 17.70.080
right of entry 17.70.040
temporary 17.70.170
variances 17.70.220
violation, penalty 17.70.230

Single-family dwelling units
DBD 17.20.010
G zone 17.27.010
HDCD 17.22.010
MR district 17.15.010
UR 1/2 district 17.30.010
UR1-5 district 17.40.010
UR5+ district 17.35.010

Small appliance repair shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Tailors
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Tasting room
HDCD 17.22.010

Taverns
DBD 17.20.010

Temporary containers/storage units
MR district 17.15.030

Tire sales, service, repair
LID 17.25.010

Trailer sales, storage, repair
LID 17.25.010

Trails
G zone 17.27.010

Travel trailer park
UR5+ district 17.40.020

Truck sales, storage, repair
LID 17.25.010

TV repair shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Upholstery shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

UR 1/2 district
conditional uses 17.30.025
critical areas 17.30.080
height 17.30.060
lot coverage 17.30.040
lot size 17.30.030
open space 17.30.050
outdoor lighting 17.30.090
principal uses 17.30.010
secondary uses 17.30.020
setbacks 17.30.070

UR1-5 district
conditional uses 17.35.025
critical areas 17.35.080
height 17.35.060
lot coverage 17.35.040
lot size 17.35.030
open space 17.35.050
outdoor lighting 17.35.090
principal uses 17.35.010
secondary uses 17.35.020
setbacks 17.35.070

UR5+ district
conditional uses 17.40.025
critical areas 17.40.080
lot coverage 17.40.040
lot size 17.40.030
maximum height 17.40.060
open space 17.40.050
outdoor lighting 17.40.090
principal uses 17.40.010
secondary uses 17.40.020
setbacks 17.40.070

Urban residential districts See UR 1/2 district; UR1-5 
district; UR5+ district

Variances
See also Applications
applicability 17.55.040
required findings 17.55.010
review 17.55.030
time limits, recording 17.55.020

Veterinary clinics
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010
LID 17.25.010

Violation, penalty 17.05.060
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Warehousing
LID 17.25.010

Watch repair shops
DBD 17.20.010
HDCD 17.22.010

Welding shops
LID 17.25.010

Wholesaling
LID 17.25.010
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