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Step onto the lush grounds 
of Bangor Episcopal Church in 
Narvon and travel back a few 
hundred years. 

The landscaped cemetery 
that encircles the stone church 
displays faded headstones from 
The French and Indian War, 
Revolutionary War, Civil War 
and both world wars. A distant 
relative of President Abraham 
Lincoln lies here, and the oldest 
grave belongs to Mary Edwards, 
who died in June 1741 at 3 years 
old. 

Gaze at the original stones 
from the 1700s, and admire the 
hand-carved initials and names 
from some of Bangor’s original 
Welsh founders in 1722. 

“The history just wraps 
around you,” said Susie Almon-

Matangos, an Ephrata resident 
who first joined the church 27 
years ago after a friend recom-
mended it as a place where 

Almon-Matangos and her hus-
band could have their daughter 
Hannah baptized. 
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Manor Township fired its police chief of 
more than 15 years without explanation 
Monday night.

The board of supervisors announced Todd 
Graeff’s termination, effective immediately, 

following a 30-minute exec-
utive session. 

Graeff, who was hired 
as chief in 2007, had been 
placed on leave in September 
for reasons the township did 
not disclose.

The supervisors voted 
unanimously to fire Graeff. 
They declined to say wheth-
er the former chief will re-

ceive a pension. He had been paid a salary of 
$111,706.

Township Manager Ryan Strohecker, 
reached after the meeting Monday night, 
said Graeff’s firing does not involve the mis-
handling of taxpayer money. Reached Tues-
day morning, he would not disclose why 
supervisors fired Graeff, saying he could not 
comment on personnel matters.

“We recognize as a township this a big deal
and it makes for a big story, but at the same
time, this is difficult for our police depart-
ment,” Strohecker said.

Telephone messages left at a number list-
ed for Graeff were not immediately returned 
Tuesday.

Speaking after the announcement, two 
former township police officers, James 
Reever and Randy Herman, urged the board 
to consider hiring the next chief from within 
the 19-officer department.

“Rest assured, this board is committed to 
vetting the next chief,” supervisors Chair-
man Brandon Clark said.

Strohecker said the township will begin a 

Police 
chief is 
fired by 
officials
No explanation offered for 
termination of Todd GraeffDemocrat John 

Fetterman and 
Republican Doug 

Mastriano didn’t attend 
the Pennsylvania Chamber 
of Business and Industry 
annual dinner this year, but 
they still managed to get a 
lot of attention.

Only, it was not the kind 
of attention the two candi-
dates would want just weeks 
before the Nov. 8 election.

The chamber has a long 
tradition of sponsoring 
political debates, which 
are considered top-tier in 
the political community. 
One was planned Monday 
night in Hershey for the two 
big statewide races on this 
year’s ballot — U.S. Senate 
and governor.

Fetterman and Mastriano 
told debate organizers in 
advance that they would not 
participate. Instead, their 
opponents — Republican 
Senate nominee Mehmet 
Oz and Democratic guber-
natorial candidate Josh
Shapiro — were left to say 
whatever they wanted,
unchallenged, about the two 
no-shows during two sepa-
rate sessions at the dinner.

“I think the real question 
is why isn’t he (Mastriano) 

Minus 2 
candidates, 
Oz, Shapiro 
talk business

MANOR TWP.

Bangor Episcopal Church in Narvon celebrates  
300 years with friends, family and fellowship

HOPE AND HISTORY
COMMUNITY

The choir leads an evensong during the Celebrating 300 Years of Faith event at Bangor Episcopal Church in 
Narvon on Saturday. BELOW: The bell tower at Bangor Episcopal Church rises high above the town Sept. 29.
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AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Loretta Lynn, the Ken-
tucky coal miner’s daughter whose frank songs 
about life and love as a woman in Appalachia pulled 
her out of poverty and made her a pillar of country 
music, has died. She was 90.

In a statement provided to The Associated Press, 
Lynn’s family said she died Tuesday at her home in 
Hurricane Mills, Tennessee.

“Our precious mom, Loretta Lynn, passed away 
peacefully this morning, October 4th, in her sleep 
at home in her beloved ranch in Hurricane Mills,” 
the family said in a statement. They asked for pri-
vacy as they grieve and said a memorial will be an-
nounced later.

Lynn already had four children before launching 
her career in the early 1960s, and her songs reflect-
ed her pride in her rural Kentucky background.

As a songwriter, she crafted a persona of a defi-
antly tough woman, a contrast to the stereotypical 
image of most female country singers. The Country 

‘Coal Miner’s Daughter’ singer dies
Country queen with Kentucky roots widely lauded for her songwriting, frank lyrics

LORETTA LYNN

Loretta Lynn performs in concert at the American Music Theater in 
Lancaster on Aug. 28, 2016. Lynn has died, according to a statement her 
family provided to The Associated Press. She was 90. 
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The future has arrived 
at Franklin & Marshall 
College with Kiwibot 
food delivery robots.
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FOOD
Manheim Township 
girls cruise past LCD to 
capture eighth straight 
L-L League tennis title.
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Todd Graeff

BRAD BUMSTED
CAMPAIGN NOTEBOOK
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Country music star Reba McEntire 
adds a date to her tour to perform 
at the Giant Center next spring.
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Bangor Episcopal: Church celebrates 300 years of storied history

Police chief: Manor Twp.

That daughter has grown 
up. “Our church is older 
than America,” noted Han-
nah Matangos, now 27. 

“It is quite a special place,” 
said the Rev. Canon Mark 
Scheneman, the church’s 
part-time pastor and an ad-
junct professor at the Lan-
caster Theological Semi-
nary. Scheneman previously 
pastored a Carlisle church 
for 28 years and joined Ban-
gor in 2015. 

About 100 members and 
guests honored the church’s 
history Saturday and Sun-
day, as one of the oldest con-
tinuing congregations in the 
country celebrated its 300th 
birthday. The cool, rainy 
weather seemed a perfect 
replica to conditions often 
found in Wales, Scheneman 
mentioned. Hannah Matan-
gos traveled from State Col-
lege to sing during the week-
end. 

A Welsh choir sang at 
Evensong on Saturday fol-
lowed by a banquet at the 
nearby Caernarvon Fire 
Hall. Sunday morning’s ser-
vice featured Bishop Audrey 
Scanlan, who heads The 
Diocese of Central Pennsyl-
vania. Choir members from 
St. James Episcopal Church 
in Lancaster also performed 
Sunday. 

“Our overlapping relation-
ship is very important to St. 
James,” said the Rev. David 
Peck, who heads the Lan-
caster group and attended 
the celebration. 

Scheneman read three 
letters of congratulations 
during the Saturday ban-
quet, where parishioners 
and guests filled three long 
tables to dine family style on 
ham loaf, roast turkey, cran-
berry sauce, buttered noo-
dles and homemade bread 
and pies. 

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf, Bishop Michael Curry, 
who heads the Episcopal 
Church in the United States, 
and Archbishop Andrew 
John, the current Anglican 
archbishop of Wales, recog-
nized the milestone. Local 
parishioners had hoped for 
a visit from Welsh clergy 
but a volatile pound and the 
death of Queen Elizabeth 
II helped force the Wales 
contingent to cancel a visit, 
Scheneman said. 

Nationally, church, syna-
gogue and mosque atten-

dance has dropped to 47% 
in the United States, accord-
ing to the analytics company 
Gallup. Statistics come from 
information collected in 
2020. Bangor’s continued 
existence brings good news, 
said Scanlan, whose diocese 
covers about 63 congrega-
tions with 12,000 parishio-
ners. 

“Bangor is a symbol of 
hope for us in a time when 
mainline church atten-
dance is shrinking,” Scan-
lan said. “This small con-
gregation persisted and is 
resilient. It sends a message 
that having a local presence 
in small communities is im-
portant.” 

Bangor, the oldest church 
in The Diocese of Central 
Pennsylvania, now has 
about 90 members. Wor-
shipers still pay homage to 
the home church by singing 
the Welsh national anthem 
in its original language and 
featuring Welsh songs and 
prayers in some services. 

Rich history 
Welsh immigrants first 

came to Narvon to mine ore 
in the 1720s. They formed a 
church and named it after 
Bangor Cathedral in North 
Wales, which had its start in 
the sixth century. Those first 
members in Narvon wor-
shiped outside under trees 
or a canopy for several years 
before building a log cabin 
church in 1734, church re-
cords say. 

The church actually 
owned the land the town 
was built on, informally 

called Churchtown. In 1752, 
parishioners built a stone 
church with 30 pews. A new 
stone church replaced the 
older one in 1830, and this is 
the structure Bangor parish-
ioners pray in today. 

Legend says George Wash-
ington worshiped at Bangor 
in 1758 and again during 
the winter of 1777-78, while 
he stayed at Valley Forge. 
Scheneman, however, said 
he doesn’t believe the story.
The reverend, with help
from congregants, is writing 
a history of the church that 
should be published by next 
summer. 

The Revolutionary War 
brought problems. The rev-
erend at the time, Thomas 
Barton, would not swear 
allegiance to the common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and 
left the area. The church, 
now listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
had to close its doors until 
the war ended. 

Bangor welcomed its larg-
est congregation in the early 
decades of the 1800s, when 
members numbered well 
above 200. The number of 
parishioners declined after 
the nearby Poole Iron Forge 
closed in 1852. 

Change came slowly here. 
The current church, com-
pleted in 1830 with 50 pews, 
had no space for bathrooms. 
Electricity arrived in the 
early 1900s, and bathrooms 
came in the 1990s. The small 
church still had no room for 
these facilities, so they oc-
cupy space in the nearby 
parish hall, which also has a 
kitchen, social area and of-

fices. 
“You can’t grow a church if 

all you have are outhouses,” 
Scheneman said. 

Bangor today 
Ask parishioners what 

draws them to Bangor, and 
the answer usually includes 
references to warmth and 
friendship. 

“I like that the people are 
really warm, and the con-
gregation appears to really 
care for each other,” Almon-
Matangos said. She noted 
the church’s community 
involvement, such as fill-
ing donated backpacks for 
school children, helping at 
a food bank and providing 
rides to parishioners who no 
longer drive. 

Maurine Van Dyke joined 
the church about 35 years 

ago. “It’s a very unique 
church and a unique group 
of people,” she said. 

For instance, Bill Bryan 
can point to his house just a 
few steps from the church. 
He usually comes to services 
wearing blue jeans and bare 
feet. Bryan joined Bangor 
because it is close to him, 
and the people are friendly. 

“It’s nice to be able to walk 
to church and worship with 
neighbors,” Bryan said. 

Daniel and Lori Towle live 
across the street from Ban-
gor. “It has a nice commu-
nity feel,” Lori Towle said. 

Luci Brown would agree, 
even though she comes from 
farther away. Brown, in her 
90s, attends with other resi-
dents of Garden Spot Vil-
lage, a retirement commu-
nity in New Holland. “The 
day we walked in here, we 

felt like home,” she said. 
Mary Shirk of Narvon 

joined Bangor about six 
years ago after her nephew 
recommended the church. 
“We had a wonderful time,” 
she said of the weekend cel-
ebration. “Everyone is ex-
tremely friendly.” 

Hannah Matangos said the 
deep commitment to out-
reach makes Bangor a bit 
different from other church-
es.

“This has been my church 
my whole life,” Matangos 
said. “There’s a saying that 
prayers work at Bangor. It’s 
a special community.” 

Scheneman wants that 
idea to continue as the 
church now prepares for a 
homemade chili sale and 
holiday bazaar the first 
weekend in November and 
then a Thanksgiving Eve 
service. 

“It always has been a mat-
ter of a small church trying 
to maintain a rich history,” 
Scheneman said.

search for a new chief, but there 
is no rush. Lt. Kimberly Geyer has 
served as acting police chief since 
Graeff was placed on leave.

“We’re willing to take whatever 
time is necessary to put the right 
person in place,” Strohecker said.

During the same executive ses-
sion, supervisors discussed and 
approved the retirement of police 
Sgt. Matthew Wolf. Strohecker said 
Graeff’s termination and Wolf’s re-
tirement are unrelated.

Graeff ’s history
A search of online court dockets 

did not show any criminal charges 
against Graeff anywhere in Penn-
sylvania, nor is he a defendant in 
any recent civil suits in Lancaster or 
Berks counties. Graeff lives in Bern-
ville, Berks County.

Graeff and Manor Township were 
sued for alleged age discrimina-
tion in March 2021 by former of-
ficer Carolyn Gundel, who claimed 
Graeff and the township conspired 
to force her to retire by the end of 
2022 and then demoted her when 
she would not agree to retire.

An August filing indicates Graeff 
was voluntarily dismissed as a de-
fendant by all parties.

Strohecker said the suit had noth-
ing to do with Graeff’s firing.

Strohecker also said the case was 
resolved out of court, however it was 
still listed Tuesday as pending in the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, with a Feb-
ruary trial scheduled. Strohecker 
said he would check with township 
attorneys to see why the case was 
still showing as pending.

Graeff, a former police officer in 
Berks County’s Muhlenberg Town-
ship, had been reprimanded by the 
Pennsylvania Ethics Commission in 
2008 for taking a college course in 
Ireland in 2003 that he claimed was 

work-related but was not, according 
to newspaper records.

Muhlenberg Township paid 
$1,500 toward the $2,700 tuition, 
plus about $2,000 in salary while 
Graeff was in Ireland. Graeff agreed 
to settle the matter by paying the 
state $3,464.14 later that year.

Manor Township officials told 
LNP | LancasterOnline at the time 
they were aware of the matter but 
said “politics” played a role in the 
confidential complaint that trig-
gered the probe.

Recently, Graeff appeared with 
county prosecutors at a news con-
ference for the arrest in the 1975 
murder of Lindy Sue Biechler.

Graeff had been chosen from 
among 24 applicants to be only the 
third police chief ever in Manor 
Township. Upon his hiring, he said 
he intended to hire more officers, 
increase community policing and 
bring the department “into the 21st 
century” on all fronts.

“Not that they weren’t there,” he 
said in a 2007 profile, “but I want to 
make sure that we’re there ... in our 
philosophy, our equipment and ev-
erything of the sort.

“I’m not saying it’s a broken ship 
or anything like that,” he said. “I just 
want to expand on what’s already 
there, maybe fine-tune a few things. 
... I think it’s a great department, 
officer-wise.”

Graeff, who grew up in Bernville, 
northwest of Reading, decided to go 
into law enforcement while in the 
U.S. Army in his early 20s, he told 
LNP | LancasterOnline at the time.

He spent four years on active duty, 
three of them with the 82nd Airborne 
Division at Fort Bragg, North Caroli-
na, and spent a year along the demili-
tarized zone between North Korea 
and South Korea. He also served two 
years in the Army Reserve.
LNP | LancasterOnline staff writer 
Dan Nephin contributed to this 
report.
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Bangor Episcopal Church is nestled in the grounds and cemetery in Narvon on Sept. 29.
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Rev. Canon Mark Scheneman welcomes attendees during Bangor 
Episcopal Church’s 300th Anniversary banquet at the Caernar-
von Fire Company on Saturday.

MAJOR MOMENTS
One of the oldest churches in the country calls Narvon home. 
Bangor Episcopal Church was founded in 1722. The church 
took the name from Bangor Cathedral and the shire on 
Caernarvon in North Wales. 
Here are some of the early highlights. 

n 1726: Representatives from the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts visited the church. 

n 1730: William Penn granted the church land and a charter. 

n 1774: Tory minister expelled from church for supporting 
England. 

n 1786: Bangor Episcopal Church granted its first charter by 
the newly formed country. The church still operates under this 
charter. 

n 1822: First confirmation class. 

n 1884: Chapel added. 

n 1896: The 1,200-pound church bell installed. 

n 1903: First woman to participate in church leadership is 
elected treasurer. 

SOURCE: BANGOR EPISCOPAL CHURCH RECORDS.

DID YOU KNOW?
Here are a few interesting 
facts about Bangor Church. 

n Graves lie under the 
present church, and a 
stone still stands under the 
north vestry room floor. 

n A Welsh bible given to 
the church was loaned to 
someone in April 1758 and 
was never returned. 

n A formerly enslaved 
individual who served as a 
sexton for almost 50 years 
is buried in the cemetery. 

SOURCE: BANGOR EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
RECORDS.

Lynn: ‘Coal Miner’s Daughter’ singer

Music Hall of Famer wrote fear-
lessly about sex and love, cheating 
husbands, divorce and birth con-
trol and sometimes got in trouble 
with radio programmers for ma-
terial from which even rock per-
formers once shied away.

Her biggest hits came in the 
1960s and ’70s, including “Coal 
Miner’s Daughter,” “You Ain’t 
Woman Enough,” “The Pill,” 
“Don’t Come Home a Drinkin’ 
(With Lovin’ on Your Mind),” 
“Rated X” and “You’re Looking 
at Country.” She was known for 
appearing in floor-length, wide 
gowns with elaborate embroidery 
or rhinestones, many created by 
her longtime personal assistant 
and designer Tim Cobb.

Her honesty and unique place 
in country music was rewarded. 
She was the first woman ever 
named entertainer of the year 
at the genre’s two major awards 
shows, first by the Country Mu-
sic Association in 1972 and then 
by the Academy of Country Mu-
sic three years later.

“It was what I wanted to hear 
and what I knew other women 
wanted to hear, too,” Lynn told 
the AP in 2016. “I didn’t write for 
the men; I wrote for us women. 
And the men loved it, too.”

Book, movie of her life
In 1969, she released her au-

tobiographical “Coal Miner’s 
Daughter,” which helped her 
reach her widest audience yet.

“We were poor but we had love/
That’s the one thing Daddy made 
sure of/He shoveled coal to make 
a poor man’s dollar,” she sang.

“Coal Miner’s Daughter,” also 
the title of her 1976 book, was 
made into a 1980 movie of the 
same name. Sissy Spacek’s por-
trayal of Lynn won her an Acad-

emy Award and the film was also 
nominated for best picture.

Long after her commercial 
peak, Lynn won two Grammys 
in 2005 for her album “Van Lear 
Rose,” which featured 13 songs 
she wrote, including “Portland, 
Oregon” about a drunken one-
night stand. “Van Lear Rose” was 
a collaboration with rocker Jack 
White, who produced the album 
and played the guitar parts.

Reba McEntire was among 
the stars who reacted to Lynn’s 
death, posting online about how 
the singer reminded her of her 
late mother. “Strong women, who 
loved their children and were 
fiercely loyal. Now they’re both 
in Heaven getting to visit and 
talk about how they were raised, 
how different country music is 
now from what it was when they 
were young. Sure makes me feel 
good that Mama went first so she 
could welcome Loretta into the 
hollers of heaven!”

Born Loretta Webb, the second 
of eight children, she claimed her 
birthplace was Butcher Holler, 
near the coal mining company 
town of Van Lear in the mountains 
of east Kentucky. There really 
wasn’t a Butcher Holler, however. 
She later told a reporter that she 
made up the name for the purpos-
es of the song based on the names 
of the families that lived there.

Her daddy played the banjo, her 
mama played the guitar and she 
grew up on the songs of the Cart-
er Family. Her younger sister, 
Crystal Gayle, is also a Grammy-
winning country singer, scoring 
crossover hits with songs like 
“Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes 
Blue” and “Half the Way.” Lynn’s 
daughter Patsy Lynn Russell also 
was a songwriter and producer of 
some of her albums.

“I was singing when I was born, 
I think,” she told the AP in 2016. 

“Daddy used to come out on the 
porch where I would be singing 
and rocking the babies to sleep. 
He’d say, ‘Loretta, shut that big 
mouth. People all over this holler 
can hear you.’ And I said, ‘Daddy, 
what difference does it make? 
They are all my cousins.’�”

She wrote in her autobiogra-
phy that she was 13 when she 
got married to Oliver “Mooney” 
Lynn, but the AP later discovered 
state records that showed she 
was 15. Tommy Lee Jones played 
Mooney Lynn in the biopic.

Her husband, whom she called 
“Doo” or “Doolittle,” urged her 
to sing professionally and helped 
promote her early career. With 
his help, she earned a recording 
contract with Decca Records, 
later MCA, and performed on the 
Grand Ole Opry stage. Lynn wrote 
her first hit single, “I’m a Honky 
Tonk Girl,” released in 1960.

She also teamed up with singer 
Conway Twitty to form one of 
the most popular duos in coun-
try music with hits such as “Lou-
isiana Woman, Mississippi Man”
and “After the Fire is Gone,”
which earned them a Grammy 
Award. Their duets, and her sin-
gle records, were always main-
stream country and not cross-
over or pop-tinged.

And when she first started sing-
ing at the Grand Ole Opry, coun-
try star Patsy Cline took Lynn 
under her wing and mentored 
her during her early career.

The Academy of Country Mu-
sic chose her as the artist of the 
decade for the 1970s, and she was 
elected to the Country Music Hall 
of Fame in 1988. She won four 
Grammy Awards, was inducted 
into the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
in 2008, was honored at the Ken-
nedy Center Honors in 2003 and 
was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2013.
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