Historical Society of Helotes
Executive Board Meeting MINUTES
Tuesday, April 21, 2026 • 11:00 am
Corresponding Secretary’s Home

1. Call to Order President
Cynthia Massey called the meeting to order at 11:29.

2. Board Members Present
All board members were in attendance. Kathy & John Masters were present on Facetime.

3. President’s Report
	News Releases for May General Meeting were submitted at the beginning of April to:
		Helotes Highlights, Helotes Echo, Helotes Neighbors, and MySA.com/Northwest Light.
	City of Helotes Proclamation for the HSH 60th Anniversary will be presented at the July 23rd 
City County Meeting. 

4. Recording Secretary 
	See attached Minutes for January 13, 2026 Board Meeting. Approved as submitted.

5. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Balance in Bank Checking account as of March 31: 	      $ 8,152.39 
    Balance in Savings account:				      $17,070.05
	    Total combined bank funds as of March 31: 	                $ 25,222.44
	b. See attached bank statements for January, February and March
	c. Treasurer’s Report—Update on revenue and bills paid January through April. See attached 			report.
	d. Statement of Activity/Profit & Loss Report for 2026 Fiscal Year.
	e. Internal Financial Reviews for 2025 Fiscal Year was completed by Patrick McGowan and 
John Masters. No issues found. See attached. 
f. 2025 990-N Tax Return filed with IRS on January 23, 2026.

6. Corresponding Secretary’s Report/Membership/Social Media/Quarterly Newsletter/Blog
It was reported that HSH has 1,200 Facebook followers to date.
As of this meeting: 25 Individual Memberships, 11 Business Memberships, 5 Lifetime Memberships, and 29 Family Memberships. 110 actual members.
Blog posts mentioned on Facebook were reported to get the most engagement.
It was recommended to post about memberships more on our social media pages.

7. Board Member Reports
VP gave an update on the 2026 Fiesta Medal (Hileman Dance Hall, 1913). 250 medals were received in early April. Ideas on ways to sell more medals were discussed. Meredith suggested asking The Meadows if they would sell our medals and Amy said she would ask them. It was discussed that we need to order the medals earlier for next year.

Historian reported that the Winter/Spring Exhibit on Helotes Cornyval Queens (60th Anniversary) was installed at the end of February. The Summer/Fall Exhibit will be installed in July and will feature the 60th Anniversary history of the Historical Society of Helotes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

8. Cornyval Parade participation update. It was decided that we didn’t have enough manpower to build a float for the parade. We will revisit the idea for the 2027 Cornyval parade. 

NEW BUSINESS

9. 2027 Fiesta Medal
It was announced that the design for the 2027 Fiesta Medal will feature the Hileman Riggs Home from 1912. It was recommended to begin the ordering process as soon as possible with Monarch Trophy. Cynthia will provide the photo to Amy to begin the ordering and design process.

10. Field trip coordinator appointment and duties
A brief report was given regarding the participation and success of the most recent HSH field trip to the Briscoe Western Art Museum on March 21, 2026. The event was well attended with about 20 members present. The majority of the group had lunch at Boudro’s on the Riverwalk. It was recommended that lunch be planned better for the next field trip and that the Society avoids Field Trips on the Riverwalk during Spring Break.

11. Fall 2026 Field Trip suggestions and discussion
It was mentioned that the field trip could be planned to tour the Villa Finale Museum & Gardens, the only historic home available for public viewing in the King William District. Their tour information can be found at https://villafinale.org/. Possible lunch venues were discussed. The Guenther House was recommended, and it was recommended to get information on renting/using their upstairs banquet room.

12. Guests speakers for our upcoming meetings were announced.

May 5 meeting speaker is Max L. Knight, Army veteran, Foreign Area Officer, Counterintelligence Specialist, and upon his retirement, the first volunteer docent at the Alamo within its Education Department. He will discuss his historical novel, Ghostly Bugles: A Novel of the Alamo. A re-examination of one of the most famous battles in history—the Alamo. Ghostly Bugles is a fictional re-creation of the Alamo story, rich in historical detail with a unique paranormal element. Dual timelines balance our understanding of this world-renowned event and provide new perspective and appreciation for the courage and sacrifice of everyone involved—Texian and Tejano defenders, and Mexican soldiers.

September 2026. Tentative speaker is Jack Woodville London  https://jwlbooks.com/about-press/ who will talk about early Texas history depicted in his novel “Dangerous Latitudes” and an upcoming book about Texas’s original boundaries.

November 2026. Tentative speaker is Ryan Krueger’s father, Dean, for whom Krueger Elementary School is named. https://www.nisd.net/krueger/about/namesake This will be an oral history storytelling session, with Ryan participating.

Spring 2027. Possible guest speaker could be the director of the San Antonio Missions.


Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 12:00.

Respectfully Submitted by Meredith Keller, Recording Secretary.
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