tive Director Scott McVarish against a
&roup of nine members of the TALB board
of d rs which |y seeking McVarish's

ouster.
The controversy began In June, when a
majority of the 16-member TALB board
voted to fire McVarish, who some board
members allege has mismanaged union
finances and acted  inappropriately.
McVarish has denfed any wrongdoing.
Shortly after the board's vote, the Repre-
sentative Council ~ a decision-making

the assoqation || i President Bar-

Aannounced

ml ¥ accord)
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board of directors voted to place the Teach-
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Ship,” under the supervision of former CTA
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next great

of its chapters, Kerr sald.
A rift at the chapter has pitted the

tions while UYing 10 restore order at the
union's President Michael Day and Execu-

member
likely killed
by officer

Rialto: Sergio Carrera Jr., 29,
search.’
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Cal State Long Beach student Sierra Brown's

project on human-powered commuting.

Torrance; ‘Baron Karza (Cameron Mroske), 37,

of Duarte and guitarist Billy Blaze (Billy Wesson), 41, of

tial audition episodes

lead singer Johnny

r Sheila E. and * lian

Dickson; ing the field of 60 hopefuls

1010 semifinalists, who will then perform in front of a live

audience in Los Angeles. Viewers call in and vote for their
favorites after each show.

Scon Sreltzer / Pross Tologram

ups competing to
I e cone s hc L8 P PR i Larue of Long Beach is one of the bands being featured on the shov “The Next Great
oo say whether or not Fifi Larue advances past. American Band. airing today on Fox. Band members from left are Cameron Mroske as TOP VIEWS
BAND / AB Baron Karza; back, Bruce Burkett as El Diablo; right, Billy Wesson as Billy Blaze; bottom, 1. Ne ‘speaks against HSUS
PLEASE SEE Andy Ungos as Andy Monic; center, John Simich as Fif Larue. . News: He's safe and sound

3, Nows: Carson resident is kled in fire

Rabbit ears twitching over upcoming digital conversion

Onein five Americans who still fiddle

tal revolution — and most of them don't
even know it yet.

While still more than a year off, the
pational switch to digital from analog
transmissions is the biggest change 10

YOUR GUIDE TO INSIDE

when the analog signal is cut on Feb. 17,
because

But converter boxes for analog sets
will go on sale soon, along with & mar-
Keting blitz from eable and satellite
companies and TV manufacturers, all
hoping to capitalize on consumer confu-

Tracy Westen, CEO of the Center for

zation. “It’s like a tsunami that's com-
ing in 2009, and we know it's coming
but nobody s paying attention."

In fact, nearly two-thirds of Ameri-
cans have no idea about the upcoming

The congressional mandate replaces

with rabbit ears to get better TV picture 2009, they already have digital Governmental Studies, & Los Ange- analog, a technology used for TV since
quality will be blown away by the digi- sets or cable or satellite service. les-based noppartisan research organi- its u‘anb ‘1‘ the 19305 that transmits
signals by alrwaves.

The change to digital will improve
picture and sound quality from analog
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Doyl TV transmission standards since the sion. ge, according to a survey for the
Rrsusbove D e broadcadting In 1953, “This i golng 19be the most amazing - Astociation (of Public Television St Tm geer the
Most Americans wont even notice biindside in American history,” said tions. * presstelegram.com of Be:
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BAND: Newest ‘reality’ TV show for fame R

CONTINUED FROM A4

the first round, but the band
{-already has gotten mileage from
~being promoted on the show’s
= Web _site (wWww.americanidol.
“eom) and in TV adverusements
+~And in Entertainment Weekly's
Oct. 19 issue, & “Next Great Ameri-
~.can Band” TV highlight features a
‘photo of Fifi Larue.

The group auditioned for the
series in a desert outside of Las

in sorching heat on Aug. 20,

- might be usetl. A couple of

- weeks later, Fifi Larue was invited
;'m audition, Simich says.

- All band members had to sign & ?
senes of legal documents, includ- which is on the band’s self-titled
‘ing' an extensive background debut CD. It's available at the
.puackandacomamnungthe band’s Web site (www.fifilarue.

{producers and commer- eom) and MySpace page (WwWW.

gﬂmwm myspace.com/fifilarue

, :!:ebands € W)andFY.Estoresinlake-
wood, Downey and other loca-

Fifi Larue isn't Simich's first
attempt at rock.
- From 1983-1990, he was drum-

listens to Nat
o

The band Fifi Larue, of Long Beach, will compete on “The Next Great American Band,” an
“American Idol” spinoff show on Fox.

band a theatrical flavor.

“I want folks to be entertained,”
he says.

One of his biggest fans is his
82-year-old mother, Lilia Kelly,
who lives with him near the Crafts-
man Village area of Long Beach,
near downtown.

Simich is his mother’s caregiver,
driving her anywhere she needs to
0 and monitoring her heart rate
and blood pressure,

“At first, I didn’t like his music.
It was too noisy,” says Kelly, who
King Cole, Placido
justin Lara, “But

right to
do, she

' Scott Smeltzer / Press- Telegram

says.

Apart from his “Gotmc Killer
Clown of Rock ’N’ Roll” moniker,
Simich works as 2 self-employed
licensed painting contractor.

He’s been painting since 1986
and hopes “The Next Great Ameri-
can Band” will give him a chance
to put down his brush.

“All T want to do is not be a
painter anymore,” says Simich,

who has asthma. “Painting is
work, Jumping on stage and per-
forming and dressing like a clown
is fu"n . There aren’t painting group-

3

Phillip Zonkel can be reached at
DhlllIp.zonkelﬁpmﬂolegram.com
or (562) 499-1258




