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Official Collect  The Garden Club of North 

Carolina, Inc   
   

   
Our Heavenly Father, Who dost feed the birds and 

clothe the flowers and Who knoweth and careth for 

every need of us, Thy children, so enlighten our minds 

to use wisely all the gifts of Thy Mighty Hand that we, 

being imbued with Thy Holy Spirit, may work so Thy will 

that those who come after may mark their path by our 

footsteps.   
   
For all the beauty of the earth, Father, in Heaven, we 

thank Thee.     
   
For our families, our friends, our free and beautiful 

country, Father in Heaven, we thank Thee.   
   
We beseech Thee of Thy great goodness and tender 

mercy to forgive our sins and grant that we work 

together in fellowship, we may draw closer to Thee, 

Almighty God, in whose name we pray.     
   
Amen.   
   
Mary Rehder Gerdes   
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Anderson Creek Garden Club  

  

Purpose:  

 
 

 

The purpose of this club shall be to stimulate interest 

in horticulture, gardening, youth gardening, and flower 

arranging; to encourage and improve civic planning; 

to cooperate in the protection of wildlife, wildflowers, 

and native plants; and to support the projects of the 

Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc. (GCNC) and 

National Garden Clubs, Inc.       
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ANDERSON CREEK GARDEN CLUB   

OFFICERS  

2025-2026  

Officers   
   

President,    

Janelle Babbs-Nesbit   

   

1st Vice President,   

Julie Smolin   

   

Secretary,    

Judy Murphy   

   

Treasurer,    

Sherry Moston  

  

Assistant Treasurer,  

Alexis Weldon  

   

2nd Vice President, Tarrah 

Williams   
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Anderson Creek Garden Club    

Bylaws    

Approved December 10, 2024  

    

Article I.    
Name    

    

This organization shall be called the Anderson Creek Garden Club, 

hereafter referred to as ACGC.      

    

Article II.    

Purpose    

    

Section 1. The purpose of this club shall be to stimulate interest in 

horticulture, gardening, youth gardening, and flower arranging; to 

encourage and improve civic planning; to cooperate in the protection 

of wildlife, wildflowers, and native plants; and to support the projects 

of the Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc. (GCNC) and National Garden 

Clubs, Inc.      

    

Article III.    

Membership Board     

Section 1. Any person actively interested in the objectives of this 

garden club shall be eligible for membership.      

    

Section 2. A garden club member may sponsor applicants for 

membership by recommendation to the garden club membership, as 

documented in the minutes of the meeting.      
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Section 3. The Membership Board consists of all members in good 

standing as dues paying members who regularly participate in the 

garden club activities during the club year.      

    

Section 4. Dues must be current to participate in ACGC membership 

board activities; however, anyone may attend two meetings as a guest 

of the club in a year.      

    

Article IV.    

Dues    

    

Section 1. ACGC existing members must pay annual club membership 

dues, which must include GCNC state/council dues, by March 15, using 

an approved method of payment. New membership dues to ACGC may 

be paid at any time, but dues paid after September 15 will be for 

ACGC only and will not include any state/council membership for the 

current GCNC year ending March 31.      

    

Section 2. Any changes in the amount of annual ACGC dues shall be 

approved by the Executive Board no later than the January meeting 

and presented to the membership at the February meeting for a vote 

by the members.      

    

Article V.    

Governance    

    

Section 1. The Officers of the club shall be President, First Vice 

President, Second Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.      

   

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Officers 

of the club and shall have general administrative powers and authority 

to transact business on behalf of the Committee between regular 
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meetings of the board. Executive Committee meetings shall be called 

on an as-needed basis by the President.      

    

Section 3. The Executive Committee, at its discretion, may create 

subcommittees to operate under the Executive Committee’s approval, 

appoint chairpersons of those subcommittees, and invite those chairs 

to attend Executive Committee meetings.      

    

Section 4. The President shall: preside at all general and Executive 

Committee meetings; be an ex-officio member of all sub-committees; 

approve all club expense and income ledger entries and so advise the 

Treasurer; represent the club on public occasions and with other 

organizations; represent the club or appoint a representative at the 

annual State and District meetings; be a shared contact on the ACGC 

email service; be a co-administrator of the ACGC website; appoint two 

members-at-large to join the Secretary as a nominating committee for 

new Executive Committee elections; and be responsible for GCNC 

Rating Sheets.      

    

Section 5. The First Vice-President (1st VP) shall: perform the duties of 

the President in their absence; serve as an ex-officio member of all 

sub-committees; and act as Program Chairman.      

    

Section 6. The Second Vice-President (2nd VP) shall: coordinate 

marketing for club events and membership; act as a shared contact for 

the ACGC email service; and co-administer the club website along with 

the President.      

   

Section 7. The Secretary shall: keep an accurate record of all general 

and Executive Board meetings; serve as Chairman of the Nominating 

Committee; maintain copies of all Executive Committee 

correspondence; and be responsible for maintaining correspondence, 
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as required, between the Executive Board of ACGC and the members, 

including serving as a shared contact for the ACGC email service.      

    

Section 8. The Treasurer shall: keep all accounting records regarding 

ACGC income and expenses, pursuant to appropriate documentation 

and approval by the President; reconcile accounting records monthly; 

prepare a proposed budget one month prior to the new fiscal year for 

presentation to and approval by the Executive Committee; and retain 

all financial records and supporting documents for no less than a 

period of three (3) years, seeking approval from the Executive 

Committee before destroying such records.      

Section 9. Commencing in 2026, officer elections will be held every 

two years at the May meeting. A slate of candidates will be presented 

by the Nominating Committee at the April meeting. The Nominating 

Committee shall be comprised of the Secretary, as Chairman, and two 

members-at-large appointed by the President. In the event of a 

vacancy of an Executive Committee position prior to the next election, 

the President shall fill the vacancy with the approval of the Executive 

Committee.      

Section 10. The ACGC first-year budget will be developed by the 

Executive Committee upon receiving its charter from the Garden Club 

of North Carolina, Inc. and will be presented to the membership for 

approval by a simple majority. In subsequent years, a    

new Annual Budget will be presented by the Executive Committee and 

offered for approval by a majority vote of the members present at the 

April meeting.      

  

Article VI.    

General Membership Meetings    

    

Section 1. During the club year, membership meetings will be held on 

the second Tuesday of each month at ten a.m. (10 a.m.) unless 

otherwise noted.      
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Section 2. The presiding officer shall conduct meetings in an orderly 

manner using Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised. A quorum shall 

consist of any members present. For issues requiring a vote, a quorum 

shall consist of a majority in attendance. For issues requiring a vote 

outside of the regular scheduled executive and board meetings 

electronic voting will be allowed, and the votes of a simple majority of 

members present shall prevail.      

    

Section 3. General Membership meetings will be held on the second 

Tuesday of the month, except as occasionally modified by agreement 

of the Executive Committee members. Robert's Rules of Order, Newly 

Revised, shall be the guidelines for all meetings.      

    

    

Article VII.    

Disclaimer    

    

Section 1. Any member, guest invitee, vendor, or contributor shall bear 

responsibility for any and every incident that occurs at any event, 

program, or upon any premises where a meeting shall be held. 

Anderson Creek Garden Club shall not indemnify any guest member, 

invitee, vendor, speaker, and/or other participant on the premises 

where an event involving ACGC is transpiring.      

    

Article VIII.    

Dissolution    

    

Section 1. In the event of the dissolution of ACGC, all funds in the 

treasury at that time shall be used to satisfy any outstanding debts or 

obligations. Any remaining funds and assets shall be donated to a 
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charitable organization that aligns with our mission and purpose, as 

recommended by the Executive Committee.      

    

As drafted by Executive Committee approved 10/29/24 & revised   

10/30/24. 10,31.24 12/10/24  

[signatures of President & Vice-President]      

    

   

  



13 | Page  

  

 

   

Affiliations and Important Dates for State & National Clubs 

  

National Garden Clubs, Inc.  

Website: www.gardenclub.org  

Phone: 314-968-1664 Email: headquarters@gardenclub.org  

 4401 Magnolia Ave. St. Louis, MO 63110  

President, Donna M. Donnelly [South Carolina] 

dmdonnelly@gardenclub.org  

Theme: “PLANT AMERICA for the next 100 years!”  

  

Headquarters: Ruth Garver, Office Manager  

Website: www.gardenclubofnc.org Phone: 919-593-6319   

Email: office@gardenclubofnc.org  

Office open Monday—Thursday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m. Mailing: PO Box 33520,  

Raleigh, NC 27636-3520  

J C Raulston Arboretum, 4415 Beryl Rd., Raleigh, NC 27606  

  

South Atlantic Region:  

 Website: www.SouthAtlanticRegionGardenClubs.org  

 Director: Linda Howle [South Carolina] howlelinda@yahoo.com  

Theme: “SAR – Watch Us Grow”  

  

  

  

THE GARDEN CLUB OF NORTH CAROLINA, INC.  

ELECTED OFFICERS ●  

2025-2027  

  

President: Charles McLendon ................................ 919-330-8690 

PresidentGCNC@gardenclubofnc.org  

First Vice-President: Marilyn Wright ..................... 828-964-6415 

firstvp@gardenclubofnc.org  

Second Vice-President: Suzanne Gurski ................ 910-685-5672 

secondvp@gardenclubofnc.org  

  

Third Vice-President: Frances Cain ........................ 703-217-6975 

thirdvp@garenclubofnc.org  

Recording Secretary: Vicki Corporon ..................... 919-847- 

4219 recordingsec@gardenclubofnc.org Corresponding  

  

http://www.gardenclub.org/
http://www.gardenclub.org/
http://www.southatlanticregiongardenclubs.org/
http://www.southatlanticregiongardenclubs.org/
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Secretary: Charline Sims ............... 704-507-7404 

correspondsec@gardenclubofnc.org  

  

Treasurer: Laura Oden ................................ 713-306-3987 

treasurer@gardenclubofnc.org  

  

APPOINTED OFFICERS  

  

Parliamentarian: Tish Hatem ............................ 910-367-8839 

parliamentarian@gardenclubofnc.org  

  

Editor: NC Gardener Karen Doersam ........... 704-507-6390 

ncgardener@gardenclubofnc.org  

  

Website Editor: Karen Doersam ................. 704-507-6390 

webeditor@gardenclubofnc.org  

  
2025-2026 CALENDAR National, Regional, District Meetings  

2025  
  

Sept 8  GCNC Fall Board Meeting, HQ - Raleigh, NC   
  

Sept 18  National Virtual Fall Board Meeting, St. Louis, MO   
 [Zoom] 1PM CST   
  

  
2026  

March 20-21  SAR Convention, Blennerhassett Hotel   
   Parkersburg, WV   

  
May 4-6  National Convention – HQ - St. Louis, MO   

  
May 17-18  18 GCNC Annual Meeting  - District 5   

   

  

  
GCNC STATE MEEETINGS ROTATION   

 FALL BOARD       Annual Meeting  
2025—HQ *2025  —District 4   

  
2026—District 8  2026—District 5   

  
2027—District 12  *2027—District 11   

  
2028—District 2  2028—District 3     

  
MEETING  ANNUAL MEETING   
    
* = installation year   
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DISTRICT 8   

Director: Sheila Swift 910-277-6284,artlady73@att.net  

Vice Director: Janelle Denise Babbs-Nesbit 253-370-1757, 

janellednesbit@aol.com  

  

 COUNTIES: Chatham, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Moore,  

Robeson, Scotland   

*Honor Roll Clubs ●   

** Golden Club   

DUNN   

The GC of Spivey’s Corner #389 Darene Honeycutt, 910-385-8398, 

honeycuttdarene@gmail.com   

FAYETTEVILLE  

 Colonial GC #374 Ellen Jordan, 910-867-3202, cmj913348@aol.com   

*Cross Creek - Briarwood GC #376 Penny Maxwell, 910-309-5566,  

Pmax367@aol.com   

Fayetteville GC #370 Laurie Cherry, 910-583-7354, lcherry@vafest.org  

 LaFayette Ladyslippers GC #377 Carolyn Zahran, 910-977-6937, 

carolynzahran@gmail.com  

*Pine Needles GC #378 Susan Dempster, 910-822-0462, 

sdd61@aol.com  

Town & Country GC - Fayetteville #393 Kandis Lindsay, 843-687-4460, 

lindsay.garden@gmail.com   

LAURINBURG  

 Cottonland GC #394 Carolina Caddell, 910-610-8479, 

ccaddell51@gmail.com  

Scotch Gardeners   

GC #396 Shannon Newton, 910-318-8956, 

shannon.newton1954@gmail.com LILLINGTON   
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Four Seasons GC #220 Alpha Holder, 910-893-4206, 

alphamholder@gmail.com  

PINEHURST/SOUTHERN PINES   

*GC of the Sandhills #415 Karen Fisher, 919-264-7618,  

JFMFJF3@aol.com  

PITTSBORO  

 Backyard GC #109 Emily Foushee, 919-545-1611, 

emilymrf@gmail.com  

SPRING LAKE   

Anderson Creek GC #398 Janelle Babbs-Nesbit, 253-370-1757, 

janellednesbit@aol.com  

  

DISTRICT 8 YOUTH GARDEN CLUBS  

DUNN   

 The Sonshine Gardeners S:GC of Spivery’s Corners   

 Darene Honeycutt, honeycuttdarene@gmail.com 910-385-8398   

FAYETTEVILLE   

 Junior Fayetteville GC (K-8) S: Fayetteville GC   

 Becky Lee, beckyleeart48@gmail.com 910-489-1110   

LILLINGTON   

 Four Seasons Junior (??) S: Four Seasons GC   

 Becky Blair, rebeccablairnc@gmail.com 919-812-7861    
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB SCHOOLS   

 

The Environmental, Gardening, and Landscape 

Design Schools provide continuing education about the land, 

water, air, and earth on which we live, the  

field of horticulture and focusing on recognizing and practicing good 

land use. 

  

  

NGC FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL  

is a comprehensive program that teaches all you need to know about 

judging, entering, competing, and chairing an NGC flower show. 

There are 4 courses each generally 

scheduled over a 2-3 day period, and each with a 

specific curriculum that includes horticulture, design, and flower 

show procedure (FSP) Learn More 

 

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED ENVIRONMENTAL  

CONSULTANTS: Chairman: Charles McLendon,  

919-330-8690, comclend@gmail.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED MASTER ES  

CONSULTANTS: Charles McLendon, 919-330-8690, 

comclend@gmail.com   

Linda McLendon, 919-440-3314, mcLendonL@aol.com  

  

 NATIONALLY ACCREDITED ES CONSULTANTS:  

Catherine Phelps, 919-949-8877, ccmphelps@gmail.com   

Mary Vacek, no phone listedmary.o.vacek@icloud.com   

Kim Blatz, 434-249-2187, kimblatz@msn.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED  PROVISIONAL-STUDENT ES 

CONSULTANTS:  

Marcia Doering, 910-616-3637, marcia_doering@yahoo.com   

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED GARDENING CONSULTANTS   

Chairman, Sharon Benson, 910-540-0288,dbenson5@ec.rr.com   

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED MASTER GS  

CONSULTANTS: Charles McLendon 919-330-8690, 

comclend@gmail.com   

Linda McLendon, 919-440-3314, mcLendonL@aol.com   

Catherine Phelps, 919-949-8877, ccmphelps@gmail.com   
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NATIONALLY ACCREDITED GS CONSULTANTS:  

Sharon Benson, 910-540-0288, dbenson5@ec.rr.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROVISIONALSTUDENT GS 

CONSULTANTS:   

  

Joan Eccard, 910-880-9951, joan.eccard@gmail.com  

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

CONSULTANTS:   

Chairman: Sandra Anastasio, 703-402-9611, slanastasio@gmail.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED MASTER LS CONSULTANTS:   

Mary Lou Goodman, 704-876-3922, 

marylougoodman@hotmail.com  Charles 

McLendon, 919-330-8690, comclend@gmail.com   

Linda McLendon, 919-440-3314 McLendonL@aol.com 

Catherine Phelps, 919-949-8877 ccmphelps@gmail.com  

Sandra Dutton, 919-266-1329, sandradutton100@gmail.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED LS CONSULTANTS:  

Sandra Anastasio, 703-402-9611, 

slanastasio@gmail.com  

Shelia Alexander,919-417-0750, 

shalexander22051@gmail.com   

Marcia Doering, Marcia_doering@yahoo.com,   

910-616-3637   

Lynne Mabry, 910-276-5616, mabrylynne@bellsouth.net   

Joyce Moses, 919-395-7612, joycem612@yahoo.com  Vicki 

Thompson, 919-637-5619, vthom40luv@gmail.com  Mary 

Vacek, 936-689-0328, mary.o.vacek@icloud.com  Erica 

Winston, 919-924-6786, ericabwinston@gmail.com  

Ted Zettle, 412-613-2977, teawthted@aol.com   

  

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROVISIONAL – STUDENT LS 

CONSULTANTS:   

  

Mary Avent, 919-923-1363, maryeavent@gmail.com  Carol 

Batman, No phone listed, cwedelbatman@gmail.com  Frances 

Cain, 703-217-6975, francescain02@yahoo.com  Virginia 

Cardenas, 919-523-2492, vlcardenas.555@gmail.com 

Jennifer Cecconi, 9193455944,jpcproperties2021@gmail.com   

Joan Eccard, 910-880-9951, joan.eccard@gmail.com  

mailto:slanastasio@gmail.com
mailto:vlcardenas.555@gmail.com
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Amy Hardis, 914-772-2749, ahardis@msm.com  Susan 

Hubbard, 919-612-1403, hubbsus@gmail.com  

Christine Irvine, 518-366-1398,cirvinehaley@gmail.com   

Beth Owen, 202-679-8611, betheowen57@gmail.com 

Sharrone Robinson, No phone listed,zeta1920@hotmail.com 

Shelli Rochford, 512-796-4640, shelli.rochford@gmail.com  

Charline Sims, 704-507-7404, ck.sims@windstream.net 

Becky Todd, 910-532-4810,rebecca46edwards@yahoo.com 

Mary Lynn Whitley, 919-880-1049,mlwsteward@yahoo.com  

  

  

mailto:betheowen57@gmail.com
mailto:ck.sims@windstream.net
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF NORTH CAROLINA  

OUR GARDENS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT  

  

THE ELIZABETHAN GARDENS  

The Elizabethan Gardens is a 10.5 acre public garden location within 

the Fort Raleigh National Historic site adjacent to the Waterside 

Theatre nestled near North Carolina’s Outer Banks in Manteo, N. C.  

The Elizabethan Gardens, Inc., is a subsidiary of the Garden Club of  

North Carolina, Inc. Founded and supported by the Garden Club of  

North Carolina, Inc., the gardens are one of the finest examples of the 

Elizabethan era and noticeably featured in landscape books and 

calendars. The Elizabethan Gardens is a tribute to the first English 

colonists in the New World at the site of the original settlement. The 

Gardens contain over 500 different species of plants. Featured 

collections include hydrangeas, camellias, historic herbs and a wide 

variety of native coastal species. The gardens are open to the public 

year-round, seven days a week except for certain holidays. For more 

specific information about programs, directions, tours and other 

events, you may visit the website at www.elizabethangardens.org.   

  

MARTHA FRANCK FRAGRANCE GARDEN   

This unique 1.1 acre garden is on the campus of the Governor 

Morehead School for the Blind , in Raleigh. And has been a cooperative 

project between the school and The Garden Club of North Carolina, 

Inc. since 1960. It is used as an outdoor classroom that allows visually 

impaired students and those with multiple physical challenges to 

experience scent, sound, and touch. Signage and labeling throughout 

the garden is done in Braille or raised letters. In 1997, the Garden 

Club of North Carolina, Inc. designated the Martha Franck Garden as 

its official South Atlantic Region United State Project. Because the 

garden is located on the grounds of the Morehead School for the Blind, 

garden visitors must stop by the office for a visitor’s pass.   

  

THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WILDFLOWER PROGRAM  

In addition to support for public gardens across the state, the Garden 

Club of North Carolina was instrumental in assisting with the initiation 

of highway beautification through the N. C. DOT Wildflower Program. 

For more than 30 years, the program has enhanced the overall 

appearance and environmental quality of the state’s highways. 

Wildflower beds are installed and maintained across the state by 

Roadside Environmental personnel in each of the 14 highway divisions. 

http://www.elizabethangardens.org/
http://www.elizabethangardens.org/
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of the Wildflower Program and continues its support by sponsoring and 

judging the Annual Awards competition in which NCDOT districts vie 

for the best-looking flower beds in each region, as well as the best 

overall highway division wildflower program. Additional information 

about the NCDOT Wildflower Program, along with a PDF booklet 

identifying plants used can be found at www.ncdot.gov/initiatives 

policies/environmental/wildflower/Pages/default.aspx)  

  

THE NORTH CAROLINA NATURE CONSERVANCY  

334 BLACKWELL STREET, SUITE 300 DURHAM, 27701 Chairman:  

Candy Thompson, 382 Laurel Valley Dr., Shallotte, 28470, 703-

9095479, candythompson9@gmail.com   

  

LIST OF PRIORITIES INCLUDE:   

• Climate Change   

• Protect Land and Water Sustainably  

• Build Healthy Cities   

• Provide Food and Water for Wildlife   

  

DANIEL BOONE NATIVE GARDENS   

The Daniel Boone Native Gardens, located in Boone, N.C., contain an 

outstanding collection of native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers 

displayed in an informal landscape design. The many plant varieties in 

the gardens provide a progression of blooms throughout the growing 

season. Opened in 1963, the mission of the gardens is to protect and 

conserve plants in addition to educating visitors about native plants of 

North Carolina. The gardens focus on wildflowers, ferns and trees. The 

Daniel Boone Native Gardens is a volunteer organization and is located 

at 651 Horn In the West Drive, Boone, North Carolina. Open from May 

to October. A suggested donation of $2.00 for adults is appreciated; 

children under 16 are free. For more specific information on programs, 

directions, tours and other events, you may visit the website at 

www.danielboonenativegardens.org.  
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Anderson Creek Club  

Meeting Dates 2025-26  

  

  

September 16th October 

21st   

November 18th    

December 16th  

January 20th  

February 17th  

March 17th  

April 21st  

May 19th  

June 16th  

Meeting times alternate between 11 am and 6:30 pm to accommodate everyone 

wishing to participate, if said programming allows for the scheduling at that time. 

  

     

ACGC 1st year Initiatives  

• Adopt a HWY NC DOT Hwy Cleanup- 4 times a year   

• Worked with POA, CLG in ACC to design and establish two new 

Pollinator Gardens  

• Gold Star Memorial Planning Hwy 87  

• Proposed improvement plan for ACC Nature trail in 2026  

• Partnership with local high school FFA for programming support 

and resources  
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Anderson Creek Garden Club  

General Meeting   

ORDER OF BUSINESS  
  

   
    
  

Call meeting to order  

  

Members collect and welcome   

  

Pledge of Allegiance  

  

Reading and approval of last meeting minutes  

  

Treasurer Financial Report  

  

Reports from Officers, Board, Committees  

  

Unfinished business  

  

New business  

  

Introduction of Speaker and Program  

  

Announcements  

  

Adjournment  
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