Sunshine Coast Schools Debating Competition
ALL COACHES & TICs - For dates and other information, please visit our website at https://scsdebating.com.au/

Tournament Rules & Procedures: 2026
1. [bookmark: Tournament_Structure]Tournament Structure
· The Sunshine Coast Schools Debating Competition is a short-prep debating tournament open to all schools throughout the Sunshine Coast.
· The tournament operates with three multi-age divisions:
Years 6-7 (Junior)
Years 8-9 (Intermediate)
Years 10-12 (Senior)
NOTE: Students who are younger can compete up an age division – E.G. a grade 5 student can compete in junior and a grade 9 student can compete in senior.
· Each division competes with four preliminary rounds followed by catch-up and play-off rounds (if required) prior to Quarter-Finals, Semi-Finals and then a Grand Final.
· Upon conclusion of the last preliminary round, teams will be identified (from the overall points tally across all draws for that age division) for catch-up and play-off rounds after which the top 8 teams are confirmed for progression to Quarter Finals.

2. [bookmark: Team_Structure_&_Entry]Team Structure & Entry
· Teams must nominate via the requisite registration form. For the 2026 tournament, registrations must be submitted to administration team by the 19th of June: admin@scsdebating.com.au
· Upon application to the SCSD Executive, a team can consist of students from multiple schools. This is intended only for circumstances in which (i) smaller population schools need to join together to obtain requisite team numbers, and/or (ii) a school chooses to not enter teams but is willing to approve a student’s request to join with another school for the purpose of participating in the tournament. In the latter situation, the student must provide the SCSD Administration with formal evidence of their base school’s permission to represent that school in a mixed team; mixed teams will be identified as consisting of representatives from multiple schools.
For example: Tom from School X which is not participating in the tournament wants to join with Jane and Sam from School Y. Tom must provide supporting notification (email/letter) of his school’s approval to represent School X in a mixed-schools team. Note: as a guideline, students from larger schools will not be granted permission from the Logistics Coordinator to form a team with another school.
· Schools can withdraw registered teams without penalty if this has been communicated (email) to the admin@scsdebating.com.au by 3.00pm - Wednesday the 29th of July, 2026.
· Any school that withdraws one or more teams after 3.00pm - Wednesday the 29th of July - will incur a one-off points penalty (minus 2 points per withdrawn team) applied to each other team from that school in all divisions. For example, School X withdraws two Junior teams after the cut-off date, resulting in a minus 4 point penalty applied to the final overall score for School X’s remaining teams in all three age divisions.
· For each round, a team is to consist of three students (to present the debate), one coach and, for the debate not preparation, one assistant.
· The assistant will fulfill the duties of either chairperson (from the team for the affirmative side of the debate) or time keeper (from the team for the negative side of the debate).
· All team members presenting the debate and the coach will be permitted in the preparation room. Only 4 people are permitted in the preparation room – this may include the coach OR the assistant.


3. [bookmark: Scheduling]Scheduling
· The tournament administrators will send the draw for the first preliminary round to registered schools no later than midday Friday 24th July.
· In 2026, tournament dates are available on the website.
· In the preliminary rounds and semi-finals, preparation sessions and debate presentations will be scheduled as follows:
· Years 6-7:	Preparation commences 4.30pm / Debate commences 5.30pm
· Years 8-9:	Preparation commences 5.45pm / Debate commences 6.45pm
· Years 10-12: Preparation commences 7.00pm / Debate commences 8.00pm
· For the Finals, times will be advised with the draw.
· Teams need to arrive at their appointed host venue to meet the venue coordinator at least 10 minutes before the start of their preparation session.
· Preparation sessions will be scheduled as 60 minutes during which time teams are to prepare for their debate.
· If students who are presenting the debate arrive late to their preparation session, they will not be allowed to enter the preparation room if arrival is 20 minutes or later after the scheduled commencement of the preparation session.
· If the team (i.e. debaters and coach) has not arrived by 20 minutes into the scheduled preparation session, the other team will – if themselves in full attendance – be declared as having won that round. The team (or teams) that did not arrive in time (by 20 minutes into their scheduled preparation session) will be declared as an unannounced forfeit and addressed as per the relevant regulations.
4. [bookmark: Topics_&_Preparation_Sessions][bookmark: Forfeits]Topics & Preparation Sessions
· Information sheets will be published to the website 1 week prior to each preliminary round. In some rounds, information sheets will not be provided (to challenge debaters), at the discretion of the Executive.
· Teams are NOT allowed to take and use technology or devices in their preparation room to help them research. Each topic is designed with this in mind.
· The team (student presenters and coach) must remain in the room from the commencement of the preparation time until they are called out to present their debate.
5. Forfeits and postponements
· Due to the tight timeframes under which all schools operate, this tournament will only schedule postponements in exceptional circumstances, at the discretion of the executive. Exceptional circumstances do not include: illness, traffic, or organisational matters.
· No postponements will be rescheduled on the day of scheduled debates – these are considered unannounced forfeits.
· Teams who do not attend as required through the tournament’s scheduling will be addressed on the basis of either an Announced Forfeit or Unannounced Forfeit:
· Announced Forfeit: this is declared when for any reason a team cannot attend their scheduled debate and the Executive is formally notified (phone/email) prior to 10.00am on the day of the scheduled debate or before. In this case, a points penalty is applied (per section 7).
· Unannounced Forfeit: this is declared when for any reason a team does not attend their scheduled debate and the Executive does not receive formal notification (phone/email) by 10.00am on the day of the scheduled debate. In this case, a points penalty is applied (per section 7).
6. [bookmark: Catch-up_&_Play-off_Rounds]Catch-up & Play-off Rounds
· [bookmark: Scoring]The decision to allocate any team to a catch-up or play-off debate rests with the SCSD Executive Committee.
· A team will be scheduled for a catch-up debate if: there is a clash of dates with another debating tournament or there is evidence of an unavoidable and immediate prevention for a team to attend their allocated debate (e.g. traffic accident; serious weather event)
· Inclusion in a catch-up debate will not be provided for: 
· illness of team member/s or coach
· clash with other school event
· any unannounced forfeit
· Each team is only permitted to ONE catch-up debate for the duration of the tournament.


7. Scoring
7.1 Each preliminary, catch-up, play-off, semi-final and grand final debate will have a declared winner. No debate will be declared as a tie or draw.
7.2 When announcing the winning team, no scores (team or individual) will be allocated by the adjudicator; detailed feedback can be requested by a team’s coach once the debate has formally concluded.
7.3 Points will be allocated as follows:
· Win	+ 3
· Loss	0
· Announced Forfeit	– 1 (minus 1)
· Unannounced Forfeit	– 4 (minus 4)
· Late team withdrawal: minus 2 points penalty per withdrawn team applied to all other teams from that school. In situations involving a school that has registered just one team and then withdraws late from the tournament, that school will receive the penalty against the next team/s entered in a future year of the tournament.

8. [bookmark: Conducting_a_debate][bookmark: Adjudication]Conducting a debate
· The affirmative team’s assistant will perform the role of chairperson. The negative team’s assistant will perform the role of timekeeper.
· session.
· Students presenting debates must be respectful of others. Personal attacks or comments are not permitted as part of debating; neither are comments about religious beliefs, sexuality, race, political beliefs or any other comments that are derogatory towards others involved in the debate. Inappropriate language will not be tolerated. Any infringements upon these aspects of appropriate behavior and conduct during the debate will be immediately addressed by the adjudicator to ensure that the debate can progress in a sporting and appropriate manner.
· Expected length of presentation for individual speakers is as follows:
· Years 6-7 (junior)			3 to 5 minutes
· Years 8-9 (intermediate)			5 to 7 minutes
· Years 10-12 (senior)			7 to 9 minutes
· The timekeeper assistant will ring warning bells at the following times:
One bell at minimum time
Two bells at 30 seconds before maximum time
Three bells at maximum time
· Members of the audience (including coaches, parents and other supporters) must not engage with team members from either team during the debate either by verbal, non-verbal or other means.

9. Adjudication
9.1 All adjudicators must be trained by the SCSD Executive Committee.
9.2 Schools must provide the equivalent of 1 FTE (full time equivalent) adjudicator per 2 teams registered.
9.3 For detailed adjudication rules, please see section 9 of the full rules and regulations.



10. [bookmark: Complaints_Procedures]Complaints Procedures
10.1 If a team wishes to lodge a complaint about any aspect of a debate, this needs to be addressed by sending an email within 24 hours of the debate to the SCSDC President.
10.2 The email needs to be sent from the debating coordinator of the team’s school.
10.3 The email needs to include:
· Age division and region of the debate
· School names and (where relevant) team name/number (in case of multiple teams from one school)
· Date of the debate
· Venue at which the debate was conducted
· The debate topic
· Name of the adjudicator (can be sourced from the venue coordinator)
· Nature of the complaint (must provide specific details)
10.4 The Complaints Manager will, if necessary, request further details from other relevant sources (e.g. adjudicator, venue coordinator).
10.5 A written response to the appeal will be completed and emailed to the school’s debating coordinator within seven days of the appeal being received.
10.6 The decision as determined by the tournament’s Executive Committee and communicated by the President is final.

Sunshine Coast Schools Debating Competition – Executive Committee: 2026
· President (Tournament Administrator, Logistics, Training, Complaints):
Meg Dunstan
· Email: mdunstan@scgs.qld.edu.au
· Phone: 5445 4444

· Treasurer (Draw, Scheduling):
Alex O'Connor
· Email: oconnoa@mmc.qld.edu.au

· Secretary (Adjudcator Coordinator):
Caitlin Brown
· Email: cbrown@scgs.qld.edu.au
