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Dear Mission Team,
Congratulations on your commitment to responding to the Holy Spirit’s call to go on a short-term mission trip to Belize, Central America. Belize is a country that is steeped with a rich culture and history. Belize is a country much different than our own. Belize is a third-world country where things are much different then where you are coming from. It is a country that is much poorer than ours, but much richer in so many ways that other cannot comprehend. There are many different cultures that have blended to create a varied and diverse population. Two of the central parts of the Belize culture that make it similar, but so refreshing are Family and Faith. Belize is young country; it was a British Colony known as British Honduras until 1981 when it gained its independence from Britian. By being a British Colony, it’s official language is English, so most of its residents, at least those under the age of 60, speak English. Therefore, it is wonderful place for English speaking persons to be able to communicate easily with the majority of the people.
So, the question I will start with is, “Why do we go on mission trips?”
There are several goals as you embark on this foreign mission trip: 1) Seek every opportunity to minister to the spiritual needs of the people we meet. 2) Whenever possible, meet the physical needs in the villages and towns where we minister. 3) Pray for spiritual renewal to take place in Belize. 4) Bring the same spiritual desire of vision and spiritual renewal back to your churches, homes, your city, your state, and our nation. The main goal of the ministry of 4-Fold Ministries is to take the love of Christ through the Gospel to every area we minister and with every minster and ministry we partner with in Belize and you are now a part of that ministry and goal!
For the next two weeks you, as well as each member of the mission team, you will be asked to work through these daily devotionals. The purpose of this is to have each member of the team to focus on your spiritual growth, your focus, and your preparation in mind, body, soul, and spirit. Also know that each devotion will not be too long but should be challenging. Please take the time to read each scripture, the commentary, and the then pray on the subject that is given to you for the day. With each member doing so, we will have a barrage of prayers being lifted to heaven that agree with each other, and we know that Scripture says happens when we agree together in prayer!
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A Missionary’s Prayer (I Will Go and Do)
Father, I hear thy call,
I turn my thoughts to thee, forsaking all;
Recalling promises we all must keep.
I put my hand in thine and go to feed thy sheep.
Lead me to those who seek,
and give me faith and strength to boldly speak.
In humble dignity I will proclaim,
that men may come to know and love thy holy name.
Father, I clearly see that every lasting joy has come from thee.
Help me to serve thee well and thus repay,
Thy loving kindness I receive from day to day.
Knowing that thou art near, and I may seek thy help through daily prayer.
I’ll walk in confidence that I will see thy Spirit touch the lives of seeking men through me.
If there be trials, Lord, to help me grow,
If thou wilt guide me I will conquer, this I know!
I will go and do the things which the Lord commandeth,
for I know that He giveth no commands to His children,
except He prepare a way, except He prepare a way.


Day 1- Preparation is the Key
Proverbs 16:3
In two weeks, you’ll be on the ground in a new place—maybe you’ve been there before, maybe it’s the first time. You believe that God has called you to this mission work, whether or not it’s clear why, and you’ve taken the step of faith to say “yes” to what He has in store for it.
As you prepare to embark on this incredible journey of faith and service, let’s look at a powerful verse from the book of Proverbs: " Commit your activities to the Lord, and your plans will be established." (Proverbs 16:3, CSB). These words hold profound meaning for those called to serve on short-term mission.
Commit to the LORD Whatever You Go and Whatever You Do
As you prepare for this mission trip, take a moment to reflect on the word "commit." This word signifies more than just a casual dedication; it speaks to a profound surrender and trust. But this surrender and trust is not in your personal abilities or desires; it must be in the Lord that has called you to this. 
In the original language, the word is golel, and it’s a word filled with surety and finality. It literally means “to roll”, and the admonition to commit then becomes a challenge to “roll” your plans to the Lord—and leave them there. It's an act of entrusting your plans to the One who knows your heart better than anyone else and who can act with more power than you alone ever could.
In your commitment, acknowledge that this mission is not just about what you may do for the sake of others, but also about what God is and will do in and through you. When you do this, you will realize, all your plans become less burdensome because you understand the true One at work—and it’s not you. Surrender your fears, doubts, and uncertainties at His feet, knowing that His strength is made perfect in your weakness according to 2 Corinthians 12:9 where Paul says, “Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may reside in me.” He invites you to surrender the plans, and that frees you to rest in His goodness and promises.
He Will Establish Your Plans
As you step out in faith, remember that your work is not simply a human endeavor but a divine partnership. When you commit your actions, your decisions, and your desires to the Lord, He takes delight in guiding your steps. The plans you make will be infused with His wisdom, purpose, and grace.
In any mission work, uncertainties and obstacles come with the territory. While this verse implies that God will establish our plans, it doesn’t guarantee any specific outcomes—it doesn’t even guarantee we’ll know the plans at all! But you can trust that God is working behind the scenes to establish His purpose through you. Your faithfulness will bear fruit in ways you may not fully comprehend in the moment, but every act of service, every prayer offered, and every word spoken will contribute to God's eternal plan you must only be faithful to His leading.
A Life of Surrender and Purpose
Mission trips are a unique opportunity to experience the joy of surrendering your life to God's service. In those moments when you step out of your comfort zone and rely wholly on His guidance, you will witness His faithfulness and provision in ways that will leave an indelible mark on your heart and those you come in contact with.
So, as you get ready to embark on this journey, keep Proverbs 16:3 close to your heart. Let it be a daily reminder that, as you commit your mission to the Lord, He will establish His plans for your life. Embrace every challenge, every encounter, and every moment with a spirit of humility, surrender, and gratitude. May your time be a testament of the transformative power of God's love, and may you return with a heart overflowing with stories of His faithfulness. His provision. His guidance. His power in an amazing and supernatural way. Begin praying today that God will use you in ways that you cannot even imagine right now. 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________




Day 2- Living a Transformed Life
Romans 12:1-2
Romans 12:1-2 encourages believers to live lives of transformation, counter-cultural conviction, and discernment of God’s will. It challenges the conventional views of worship and calls for a deep, inward renewal of the mind in service to God. As you prepare to embark on your mission ahead, read this: "Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” (CSB)
A Living Sacrifice
Your very life is a living sacrifice to God—and this is true on a mission trip across the world or on a walk across the street. The apostle Paul urges us to offer ourselves willingly and wholeheartedly to God, just as the Old Testament priests offered sacrifices on the altar. Spiritually speaking, you are bringing your body God’s altar and presenting it to Him to do with it as He desires.
Presenting yourself as a sacrifice, to the first-century Jews and pagans alike, is a striking image. Not only is the sacrifice living because it comes to the altar alive, but it’s living because it stays alive afterwards as well. Your service becomes an act of worship, a way to honor and glorify God with your entire being, and it continues with each day and each act of service.
As you engage with the people and communities you encounter, view every moment as an opportunity to present your physical self, your actions, your words, and specifically the Gospel as a pleasing offering to God. Embrace the sacrificial nature of this journey, knowing that God's mercies empowers you to give of yourself freely.
Transformed by Renewal
As a follower or Christ, you are called to stand apart (separate). Romans 12:1-2 challenges you to not conform to the patterns of this world, but to contemplate how the values and behaviors of the world contrast with those of the Faith. The renewal of your mind is a continuous process that begins with surrendering your old ways of thinking and embracing the mind of Christ. In other words, Christians must think differently, which will cause us to live differently.
The word “transformed” here is the ancient Greek word metamorphoo – describing a metamorphosis. It is the word we get metamorphous from, which describes the transformation of a worm, into a cocoon, to emerge as a beautiful butterfly. This same word is also used to describe Jesus in His transfiguration in Mark 9:2-3. This is a glorious transformation! The only other place Paul uses this word for transformed is in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our minds takes place as we behold the face of God, spending time in His glory. Transformation into the mind of Christ cannot happen apart from God himself, so do not neglect to seek him as you prepare for the journeys ahead.
As you interact with people from diverse backgrounds, cultures, and perspectives, open your heart and mind to the transformative work of the Holy Spirit. Let God's Word be a lamp to your feet and a light to your path (Psalm 119:105), guiding you in discerning His will. Seek to understand the needs, hopes, and struggles of those you serve, and allow God's love to flow through you in tangible ways.
Discerning God's Will
Your mission trip is not just about what you can accomplish; it's about discovering and participating in God's good, acceptable, and perfect will. After all, God has invited us into the incredible work of bringing heaven down to earth, and apart from God, we can’t even take one step forward in this mission. Let that sink in for a moment. Jesus says, “…you can do nothing without me.” (John 15:5)
As you step into unfamiliar territory, face challenges, and do things that you have never done before, remember that God’s presence is constant and continual. Trust in His wisdom, timing, and providence. Be patient in testing and discerning His will, while resting in the assurance that He is working in and through you for His divine purposes.
May Romans 12:1-2 be a reminder for you on this mission trip, guiding you to live as a living sacrifice, be transformed by God's renewing grace, and discern His perfect will. Pray today that God will use you to be a testament to His love and an embodiment of the transformative power of the Gospel.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Day 3- Protect Unity
Psalm 133:1
As you prepare to embark on your short-term mission trip, reflect on Psalm 133:1: " How delightfully good when brothers live together in harmony (Unity)!”
This verse speaks to the importance of unity within the body of Christ but it should also apply to the mission team, especially as you embark on a mission to share the Gospel and serve others.
How Good and Pleasant It Is
Not everything that is good is pleasant, and not everything that is pleasant is good. But unity among God’s people, according to the psalmist here, is such a remarkable blessing because it is both good and pleasant—both to a high degree.
Unity is a precious gift from God, and it is especially vital during kingdom work. When individuals come together with a common purpose and a heart for serving others in Jesus' name, something beautiful and powerful happens in  our lives and in the lives of those around us.
Unity isn't about everyone being the same or thinking alike; it's about people with diverse gifts, backgrounds, and perspectives coming together under the banner of Christ's love. As you work alongside your fellow teammates, don’t just cherish but also work to foster the goodness and pleasantness of this unity, because it truly does reflect God's heart. There will be times, while on this trip, you will have to make the conscience effort to choose unity or division. To choose service for someone else over self. To choose to remain silent when you really want them to “have it”.
Living Together in Unity
Unity is not just a passive state; it's an active choice and a way of living. On your mission trip, you will encounter fellow believers with different backgrounds, cultures, and traditions. Or you may encounter people who are not fellow believers, and the differences may feel even greater when they hit a spiritual level. Embrace these differences, recognizing that they are opportunities for you to learn, grow, and experience the richness of God's creation and kingdom. 
Living together in unity means extending grace, showing love, and fostering an environment of harmony. As you serve alongside your fellow teammates and collaborate with the local body of believers, remember that your unity is a powerful testimony to the transformative work of Christ.

Unity in the Mission
Your mission trip is not just about the tasks you will accomplish or the places you will visit; it's about advancing the kingdom of God. Unity among believers is a vital component of fulfilling the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). When God's people are united, the impact of their ministry is amplified, and Christ is magnified.
As you prepare to go into the nations and share the Good News of the gospel, remember that your unity is a tangible expression of the love and unity within the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is a living example of Christ's prayer for His disciples in John 17:21: "that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you."
A Prayer for Unity
As you prepare for your mission trip, take a moment to pray for unity among your team and with the local believers you will encounter. Ask God to fill your heart with His love, patience, and a spirit of unity. When you live and serve in unity, you become a powerful vessel for God's work, and His presence is palpable in your midst. Pray that the Lord would reveal in aspect of disunity that you may have in your heart so that you can confess it and be forgiven today. (1 John 1:9)
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________







Day 4- Prayer is the Key
James 5:16
As you continue to prepare mentally, physically, and spiritually to embark on your mission trip, let the words of James 5:16 be a source to remind you of the importance and power of prayer: " Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.” (CSB)
Confess and Pray for Healing
James begins by emphasizing the importance of confessing sins to one another and praying for each other's healing. Let’s start with confession. God can and will work through anyone, but it’s no question that a humble heart is fertile ground for gospel work to be done.
When you think about your work ahead, it may be easier than you think to slip into a posture of pride—thinking about the difference you could make, or the skill set you can bring. Confession, though, returns your heart to humility. As you prepare for the journey, confess the times that you’ve worked in confidence of your own strength and power, or the times you’ve forgotten to stop to ask God for His guidance and wisdom.
John 3:30 says, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” I had a professor that continually reminded me that no one, including myself, is irreplaceable. Just know that the Lord does not need me on this mission trip, but you need to be on it to be obedient to Him. It is not your presence that will make the difference on this trip but His presence that will. Confess today that you are not the vital piece to the mission—the Holy Spirit is.
And, inside the context of community, this vulnerability fosters openness, empathy, compassion, and support. You and those around you will feel safer with one another where the environment encourages confession and willingness to ask for fellow believers to intercede for you in prayer.
The Power of Righteous Prayer
Now, let’s talk about praying for each other. Even now, before you meet anyone new with a need for spiritual or physical healing, you can pray for the encounters you will have as you step into the mission field. By doing so, you will also be confronted with the areas of your life that need healing, too.
Your mission trip is not just about the physical tasks or humanitarian efforts that you or the team will do; it is ultimately about the advancement of God's kingdom. Prayer is the foundation upon which all successful missions are built. It connects you to the heart of God and aligns your mission with His kingdom purposes.
Make prayer a daily practice throughout your mission journey. Seek God's guidance, intercede for the people you meet, and ask for His wisdom and discernment in every situation. As you pray, you invite God to go before you, preparing hearts, and make a way for His love to be revealed.
James assures us that the prayers of righteous individuals are powerful and effective. Righteousness here does not mean perfection but rather a heart that seeks to align with God's will and character. When you approach God in prayer with a sincere and obedient heart, your prayers carry weight in the heavenly realms.
On your mission trip, you will face challenges, uncertainties, and moments when human effort alone will not be enough. Turn to prayer, knowing that it is a potent weapon in your spiritual arsenal. Trust that God can move mountains, open doors, and change hearts for His glory.
A Prayerful Perspective
As you embark on your mission trip, view prayer as both your lifeline and your source of strength. Embrace a prayerful perspective that allows you to see every person, every challenge, and every opportunity through the lens of God's grace.
In the midst of your work, may James 5:16 remind you that through prayer, you partner with God in His redemptive work, bringing healing, hope, and transformation wherever His hand touches.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________




Day 5- Trust the Lord
Proverbs 3:5-6
As you prepare to embark on your mission trip, reflect on these words in Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight.” (CSB)
Trust in the LORD with All Your Heart
The first step in your mission trip is to trust God wholeheartedly, you have take that first step by signing-up, committing, and preparing. It’s important to remember that placing half our trust in God and half our trust in self or something else is really failure to trust the Lord at all. “Wholeheartedly” means what it says—it’s all or nothing. Trusting the Lord means relinquishing control and placing your confidence in His sovereignty and wisdom. It's about acknowledging that God's plans and purposes are far greater than your own, and His guidance is always sure.
In the midst of unfamiliar surroundings, uncertainties, and challenges, trust becomes your anchor. Trust that God has called you to this mission and that He will provide everything you need to fulfill His purpose.
Lean Not on Your Own Understanding
Human understanding often limits our perspective. It can make us hesitant, fearful, or even doubtful about the path ahead. But God's ways are higher than our ways (Isaiah 55:9). When you lean on your own understanding, you may miss the full scope of what God is doing.
On your mission trip, embrace a humble heart that acknowledges your limitations and relies on God's infinite wisdom. Even when situations seem perplexing or challenging, trust that God is working for His glory and the good of those you serve, as He always does. When God directs you, be willing to step out of your comfort zone and see what He is able to do through your obedience.
In All Your Ways Submit to Him
Submission to God is an ongoing attitude and choice. It means surrendering every aspect of your mission trip to His guidance and control. Whether it's the people you meet, the places you visit, or the daily decisions you make, seek God's direction in all your ways. Again, the emphasis is on the word “all”. There is not anything that should not be surrendered to Him.
Pray earnestly for His guidance and discernment, as you invite the Holy Spirit to lead you in your interactions, decisions, and responses to the various situations you face leading up to and during this trip. By submitting to Him, you acknowledge that this mission is not about your own agenda or desires but about being an instrument in God's hands.
He Will Make Your Paths Straight
The promise in Proverbs 3:6 is a source of great assurance. When you trust, lean not on your understanding, and submit to God, He promises to make your paths straight—meaning that He will guide you, protect you, and lead you safely from the very first moment to the completion of this trip- as well as every area of your life.
As humans, we cannot make our own paths straight, no matter how hard as we may try. The good news of this proverb is that your role is to trust and follow His lead with an obedient heart. It sounds simpler than it is, to relinquish trust, but challenge yourself to do so. But when you do, you’ll see him work in powerful ways, you will experience His faithful guidance, and your journey will bring glory to His name when you do. Begin praying that for yourself and your team to be able to lean on the Lord as you prepare and as you go. Pray that you are fully trusting the Lord and that He directs your path.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________









Day 6- Lose Your Comfort Zone
1 Corinthians 9:19-23
As you prepare to embark on your mission trip, look at this powerful passage from 1 Corinthians 9:19-23: " Although I am free from all and not anyone’s slave, I have made myself a slave to everyone, in order to win more people. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win Jews; to those under the law, like one under the law—though I myself am not under the law—to win those under the law. To those who are without the law, like one without the law—though I am not without God’s law but under the law of Christ—to win those without the law. To the weak I became weak, in order to win the weak. I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some. Now I do all this because of the gospel, so that I may share in the blessings." (CSB)
Becoming All Things to All People
If ever something commanded in Scripture sounded impossible, this is one—”Become all things to all people.”
But the apostle Paul's words in this passage reveal a profound principle of mission work: the willingness to adapt, relate, and connect with people from diverse backgrounds and cultures for the sake of the gospel. Paul's mission was not to impose his own cultural or personal preferences but to meet people where they were in order to share the love of Christ.
Imagine, for a moment, that someone has walked into your home. What would you want them not to do? You probably wouldn’t want them saying all the paint colors were ugly, that the meal you’ve prepared was unappetizing, or that you were wearing something they didn’t like. If they did all of that and then tried to share that Jesus loved you… you might just not listen.
The same is true when you step into a new culture. You will encounter individuals with unique stories, beliefs, and needs. Just as Paul adapted his approach to reach various groups, you are called to embrace cultural sensitivity, empathy, and a genuine desire to understand and relate to those you serve.
That may mean eating new foods and expressing appreciation for their hospitality even if you didn’t like the meal. That may mean changing your wardrobe to respect their culture even if it isn’t your personal style. That may mean participating in a church service that looks and feels different even though you like your church at home.
Be willing to take a step back or take a step out of your comfort zone and come with a posture of willingness to learn and respect.
Winning Souls for Christ
Paul's primary goal was clear: "To win as many as possible" for Christ. His adaptability and willingness to become like those he served were not for personal gain but for the advancement of the gospel. His love for others compelled him to bridge cultural gaps and build relationships, creating opportunities for the message of salvation to be received. It will mean that you need to hear and listen to their story, even before you take the opportunity to share the Gospel with them.
As you interact with people from different cultures and backgrounds, remember that your mission is to introduce them to the transforming love of Jesus Christ. Your adaptability and willingness to connect with them on their terms can be a powerful conduit for the gospel. Remember, it is the Lord through the Holy Spirit that will open avenues to share the Gospel, so you just need to be ready when He opens that door.
For the Sake of the Gospel
Paul's ultimate motivation was "for the sake of the gospel." He was willing to go to great lengths, adapt his behavior, and embrace discomfort for the greater purpose of sharing the good news. In the same way, your mission is motivated by a love for the gospel and a desire to see lives transformed by Christ's redeeming power.
When you encounter challenges, language barriers, or cultural differences, remember that your sacrifices and efforts are ultimately for the sake of the gospel. Your willingness to become all things to all people opens doors for the light of Christ to shine into the darkest corners of hearts and communities.
Sharing in Its Blessings
Paul understood that as he labored for the gospel, he would share in its blessings. Likewise, your commitment to the mission brings not only blessings to those you serve but also a deep sense of fulfillment and joy in knowing that you are partnering with God in His redemptive work.
As you prepare to embark on your mission, let 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 inspire you to become all things to all people, just as Paul did. Embrace the diversity of those you encounter, adapt your approach, and remember that your ultimate goal is to share the transforming power of the gospel. May you experience the rich blessings that come from serving others for the sake of Christ. Begin to pray for that now.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Day 7- Be a Model Servant
Mark 10:45
Today’s devotional comes from Mark 10:45, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (CSB)
These words are at the core of our calling as followers of Christ. Whether we are in our home, at our job or going through your day-to-day life. As it relates to you as you prepare to head out on a mission trip, these words of Jesus hold a special significance for those engaged in mission work.
A Model of Selfless Service
In this verse, Jesus presents Himself as the ultimate example of selfless service. Despite His divine status, He chose not to be served but to serve others. He walked among the marginalized, healed the sick, comforted the brokenhearted, and ultimately gave His life as a ransom for our sins.
As a missionary, you are called to emulate Christ's selflessness. Your mission is not about seeking recognition or personal gain but about serving others in humility and love. It is about being a vessel of God's grace and a beacon of His light to those in need.
Remember, you are not the vital piece to the mission, but a vessel through which God does His redemptive work. Real ministry is done for the benefit of those ministered to, not for the benefit of the missionary, but to bring glory to the Lord and to be a part of expanding His Kingdom.
Serving the Many
Jesus' mission was to give His life as a ransom for many, and He came to bring salvation to all who would believe and follow Him. Since then, the mission for all believers has been to partner with God in serving "the many" by sharing the message of redemption and offering the hope found in Jesus Christ.
As you encounter people from various backgrounds and walks of life during your mission trip, remember that your service has the potential to impact many lives—even ones you don’t realize it’s impacting. Each act of kindness, each word of encouragement, and each expression of love can be a step closer to leading someone into a saving relationship with Christ.
The Bible refers to this kind of ministry as “planting seeds” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7). You plant seeds of the gospel message any time you interact with a person. Be mindful, then, how you interact and let every word and action be filled with Christlikeness.
A Heart of Sacrifice
Jesus' service went beyond simple acts of kindness; it led Him to the ultimate sacrifice—the giving of His life on the cross. As a missionary, you may face challenges, discomfort, and even personal sacrifices. But it is through these moments of sacrifice that the depth of your service is revealed.
Embrace your mission with a heart willing to sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel. Be prepared to step out of your comfort zone and make sacrifices, knowing that your selflessness mirrors the heart of Jesus Himself.
Inspired by Christ's Love
Ultimately, your mission is an expression of Christ's love. Just as Jesus served and gave His life as a ransom, your service is an embodiment of His love for the lost and broken. It is a reflection of His redemptive work in your own life. Time and time again while you’re serving, you’ll be reminded of how God saved you and has now equipped you to “go and tell”.
As you embark on this mission trip, carry the love of Christ in your heart and let it shine through your actions. May Mark 10:45 serve as a constant reminder of your calling to be a servant, just as Jesus was a servant. And as you serve, may you witness the transformative power of His love in the lives of those you encounter. As you pray today, ask the Lord to speak into your heart and life the ministry of service. Ask for eyes to see and walk into opportunities to serve your fellow mission team members and all that you come in contact with during the mission trip. 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________




Day 8- Ambassadors
Colossians 3:12-14
Colossians 3:12-14 offers guidance on living a Christlike life and cultivating qualities such as compassion, forgiveness and love. These verses are reminders of the transformative power of Christ's love and the role it plays in mission work: "Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues, put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity." (CSB)
Clothe Yourselves with Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, and Patience
As you step into unfamiliar territories, you are called to be an ambassador of Christ. This begins by clothing yourself with His character; this verse highlights compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Each one of the qualities mentioned express themselves in relationships. A significant measure of our Christian life is found simply in how we treat people and the quality of our relationships with them.
In the midst of cultural differences, language barriers, and challenging circumstances, remember that it is Christ's love within you that enables you to demonstrate these virtues. Let your actions be a living testimony of His grace. Remember, you are part of His chosen people, and that comes with great comfort.
Bear with Each Other and Forgive
Mission work can be demanding, and you will encounter no shortages of personalities and opinions. In these moments, practice patience and forgiveness. Neither come easily or without effort, but just as Christ forgave you, extend that same grace to others—whether they be people on your team, people in the community receiving you, or even yourself. Remember that forgiveness is not just an act of mercy but a powerful instrument of healing and reconciliation.
When you bear with one another and choose forgiveness, you create an atmosphere of unity and peace. This unity is essential for effective ministry and for reflecting the love of Christ to those you serve. Understanding the way Jesus forgave you will always make you more generous with forgiveness, and never less.
Put on Love, Which Binds Them All Together in Perfect Unity
Love is the thread that weaves these virtues together in perfect unity. It is the defining characteristic of Christ's followers. John 13:35 shows this when Jesus says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” When you put on love, you emulate Christ Himself, for He is love incarnate.
As you engage in your mission work, let love be your guiding principle. Love transcends language, culture, and circumstances. It has the power to break down walls and build bridges. Through love, you will connect with people's hearts and demonstrate the depth of God's love for all humanity.
In Perfect Unity
The unity that springs from Christ's love is a testimony to the transformative work of the Gospel. It is a unity that transcends human differences and brings people together in a common purpose and bond of faith.
As you go forth, remember that you are part of a global family of believers, united by the love of Christ. Embrace the opportunity to share this love and unity with those you encounter, knowing that it has the power to change lives and communities.
May Colossians 3:12-14 serve as a reminder to clothe yourself in Christ's love as you embark on your mission journey. May His love shine brightly through your actions, bringing healing, reconciliation, and the message of salvation to those who need it most. Begin praying today that the Lord will clothe you with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience as you continue to prepare for your upcoming mission trip. Ask the Lord for the ability to see those around you as He sees them.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________




Day 9- Flexibility and Others Focused
Philippians 2:3-4
As you prepare for your mission trip, reflect on the wisdom found in Philippians 2:3-4: " Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others." (CSB)
These verses underscore the importance of flexibility and a selfless attitude you should have in your life each day, but especially in the context of your mission work.
Do Nothing Out of Selfish Ambition
In the mission field, it's easy to be driven by personal ambitions or desires for recognition. However, Paul reminds us that selfish ambition has no place in Christ's service.
Notice, though, that Paul is careful to say “selfish” ambition. Ambition can be a good thing when it’s seeking to glorify God and move forward the mission of the gospel. But selfish ambition, which comes from a personal desire for self-advancement and self-promotion, is what we have to guard against as followers of Christ.
Paul also lists “vain conceit” as a warning. The word “conceit” could literally be translated “empty glory”, and it means to believe so highly in yourself that you fall outside of God’s will. And if humility is the prerequisite to knowing and experiencing God, vain conceit is the antithesis. It will always keep you from what God has for your life.
As you embark on this mission, release any self-centered goals or desires that may hinder your effectiveness. Instead, let the love of Christ compel you to serve those around you with a selfless heart.
Value Others Above Yourselves
To serve effectively on your mission trip, you must prioritize the needs and concerns of others. This often requires a flexible spirit and a willingness to adapt to the ever-changing circumstances of the field. You may encounter unexpected challenges or opportunities that demand your attention. In those moments, remember that valuing others above yourself means being open to adjusting your plans and priorities for the sake of those you serve.
Think of this beautiful perspective: “If I consider you above me and you consider me above you, then we have a community where everyone is looked up to, and no one is looked down on.”

Not Looking to Your Own Interests
A friend of mine told me several years ago that there is a “Be-Attitude” that was not in the Bible that should be there, “Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent out of shape.” 
It's natural to have personal interests and concerns, but on your mission trip, there will be times when God calls you to set aside your preferences for the greater good. Flexibility is about being open to God's leading and to the needs of the people you encounter. It may involve changing your schedule, embracing different cultural practices, or sacrificing your comfort for the sake of others.
Paul's words encourage us to foster a community of mutual care, support, and flexibility. As a missionary, you are part of a team, and together you can demonstrate Christ's love by considering one another's needs and desires. Flexibility in your interactions with fellow missionaries will strengthen your unity and effectiveness in the mission field.
A Flexible Heart in Christ's Service
Your mission trip may bring unexpected challenges, changes in plans, and encounters with people from diverse backgrounds and beliefs. Embrace these moments as opportunities to cultivate a flexible heart that mirrors the humility of Christ. Jesus Himself showed incredible flexibility in His ministry, adapting His approach to the needs of each individual He encountered.
By following His example and living out the principles of Philippians 2:3-4, you can serve as a beacon of Christ's love and grace. Flexibility is not a sign of weakness but a manifestation of your willingness to be used by God in whatever way He sees fit.
As you embark on this mission, may Philippians 2:3-4 inspire you to approach every situation with a flexible spirit, seeking the welfare of others above your own. In doing so, you will reflect the selflessness of Christ and shine His light in the lives of those you encounter. Begin to pray for that now.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Day 10- Spiritual Battle
Ephesians 6:10-12
It's crucial to remember that your upcoming journey is not just a physical endeavor but also a spiritual one. In Ephesians 6:10-12, the apostle Paul reminds us of the reality of spiritual warfare and the need for spiritual armor: "Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by his vast strength. Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the heavens.” (CSB)
Be Strong in the Lord
The foundation of your mission trip, just like any endeavor of the Christ-follower, must be rooted in the strength of the Lord. Later in this passage, Paul will write that you must also “put on the full armor of God”, but he starts here because you first need internal strength. A weak body that can barely stand doesn’t make a good soldier just because it’s clothed in good, strong armor. Likewise, without strength inside the armor—spiritual strength in the Lord—you aren’t ready for battle.
As you prepare to go out into the world, draw your strength not from your abilities or knowledge but from the mighty power of God. The source of your strength is not your own, but the resolute strength of the Lord. Lean on Him in prayer, seek His guidance, and trust that He will sustain you through every trial and tribulation you may face.
Put on the Full Armor of God
Now, let’s think about armor. Paul's imagery of the full armor of God serves as a powerful metaphor for the spiritual protection and readiness you need on the mission field. God gives you a full set of equipment. This armor is of God both in the sense that it is from Him, and in the sense that it is His actual armor. In the Old Testament, it is the Lord who wears the armor (Isaiah 59:17). He now shares that armor with us.
Just as a soldier prepares for battle, you must equip yourself with God's armor to stand against the spiritual warfare you may enter into. Each piece of the armor represents a spiritual attribute or tool that will help you withstand spiritual attacks and temptations. Make sure to daily "put on" this armor through prayer and intentional reliance on God's truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, and His Word.



The Spiritual Forces of Evil
The spiritual forces of evil can manifest in various ways—spiritual oppression, strongholds of false beliefs, and opposition to the Gospel message. Your mission is to confront these forces with the power of God's Word, prayer, and unwavering faith in Christ.
You need to have a clear understanding that people are not your enemies; they are individuals who need the saving grace of Christ. In your interactions with people and communities, rely on the authority of Jesus Christ to break the chains of spiritual bondage and bring freedom to those walking in darkness. Remember, you are simply a vessel with a story to tell of how Jesus saved you and how He can do the same for them. Also remember, you are empowered through Jesus Christ to overcome the enemy's schemes.
As you embark on your mission trip, be strong in the Lord, put on the full armor of God, recognize darkness, and stand firm against the spiritual forces of evil. Remember that you are not alone in this war, for the Lord goes before you, equipping you to be a beacon of hope and redemption in a world that desperately needs His light. Begin to pray for yourself and your mission trip teammates as the day of departure nears. 
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________








Day 11- Jesus’ Command and Provision
Matthew 28:18-20
As you prepare to embark on your mission trip, take a look at the commission Jesus gave to His disciples in Matthew 28:18-20: " Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (CSB)
These verses, often referred to as the Great Commission, are a command and commissioning for your journey of faith and service.
All Authority on Heaven and on Earth
The Great Commission begins with a powerful declaration of Christ's supreme authority. This means that your own strength—whether you feel a lot of it or very little—is off the table. You go forth not in your own strength but under the authority of the One who has conquered sin and death. Whatever challenges you may face, remember that Jesus has overcome them all. It’s a supremely powerful reminder and comfort for you as a follower of Christ.
Charles Spurgeon writes of this verse, “​​Power in the hands of some people is dangerous, but power in the hands of Christ is blessed. Oh, let him have all power! Let him do what he will with it, for he cannot will anything but that which is right, and just, and true, and good.”
Go and Make Disciples
Jesus' command is clear: "Go." For each person, this “going” will look different. Some, like you, may feel called to cross nations’ borders, but it certainly isn’t limited to a global scale. All of a Christ-follower’s life is mission work. Your mission trip is a response to this call to go beyond your comfort zone, your familiar surroundings, and your everyday routines. It's a call to step out in faith.
The primary purpose of your mission is to "make disciples." This goes beyond simply sharing the Gospel; it involves nurturing and guiding individuals into a deep and transformative relationship with Christ. Your mission is about introducing people to Jesus, encouraging them in their walk, and helping them become His devoted followers. You have very little influence in this area, but rest assured that we have a team that will be following up with these Believers to connect them together and with a church so they can continue to grow in their relationship with Christ.
Be prepared to share your faith, your knowledge, and your personal experiences to help others grow in their walk with Christ. Make sure to practice sharing the Gospel several times before you go. Also practice sharing your personal story of faith, try to sum it up in a few moments to share when you arrive and meet new people. Don’t over share details in such a way that it glorifies your past sin, but also don’t be afraid to share the 
I Am with You Always
Jesus concludes the Great Commission with a promise: "And surely I am with you always." As you embark on your mission, remember that you are not alone. The presence of Christ goes before you, beside you, and behind you.
In moments of uncertainty, fatigue, or challenge, take comfort in the assurance of His presence. His presence means power. His presence means peace. His presence means protection.
As you prepare for your mission ahead, remember that you certainly work for Jesus, but more than that, you work with Jesus. May your journey be a testimony to His love, and may you witness lives transformed by the power of the Gospel. Begin to pray for that now.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________










Day 12- The Lord’s Protection
Psalm 121:7-8
This is a verse overflowing with comfort and reassurance: " The Lord will protect you from all harm; he will protect your life. The Lord will protect your coming and going both now and forever." (CSB)
These verses remind us of God's steadfast protection and presence, and they can be a powerful reminder as you prepare for your mission ahead.
The LORD Will Keep You from All Harm
The first promise in these verses is that the Lord will protect you from all harm. This assurance does not mean that you will be exempt from challenges or difficulties, but it means that God's protective hand will shield you from ultimate harm. His watchful eye is upon you, and His divine providence will guide you through any trials you may face.
On your mission trip, you may encounter unfamiliar situations or even spiritual challenges, but rest in the knowledge that God is your refuge and fortress (Psalm 91:2). Trust in His promise to protect you, knowing that His love is a shield around you (Psalm 5:12).
He Will Watch Over Your Life
The Lord's watchful care extends to every aspect of your life. Your physical well-being, emotional strength, and spiritual growth are all under His loving supervision. As you step into this mission, know that God is not only concerned with the task at hand but with your life as a whole.
Take time each day to commit your life and this mission to the Lord. Pray for His guidance, wisdom, and protection. Seek His presence in moments of joy and times of challenge, for His watchful eye never leaves you.
The LORD Will Watch Over Your Coming and Going
The promise of God's watchful care extends to your every movement—your coming and going. Whether you are traveling to remote areas, engaging with local communities, or returning home, God's presence goes before you and stays with you the entire time. His guidance is not limited to one part of your journey; it encompasses every step.
As you go out to serve, remember that you carry the very presence of God with you. Let His light shine through your words and actions and may those you encounter experience His love and grace through you.
Both Now and Forevermore
The final promise in this passage brings eternal significance to your mission trip. God's watchful care is not limited to the duration of your trip; it extends both now and forevermore. His love is unchanging, and His protection endures. Always remember that the Lord has an eternal perspective, even though we often times are concerned about the temporal aspects of our lives. When we step back, we will see that the Lord has a much grander plan for our lives and this mission trip than what we can see or even experience.
No matter where this mission trip leads you or what challenges lie ahead, God's presence remains a constant source of strength and comfort. In every season of your life, you can rely on His faithfulness and trust His plan.
As you prepare to embark on your mission trip in just a few days, carry the assurance of Psalm 121:7-8 in your heart. Trust in the Lord's unwavering protection, knowing that He watches over your life, your coming and going, both now and forevermore. Your journey is secure in His hands, and His promises are your steadfast anchor. As you pray today, ask the Lord to help you rest in His guidance and protection. Ask Him to give you and the team a preceptive much larger than what you feel, see, or experience, so that you can see things from His perspective.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________






Day 13- Let Your Light Shine
Matthew 5:16
As you are making the final physical preparations for your mission trip, Matthew 5:16 delivers some encouragement of what lies within you: light. It reads: "... Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (CSB)
Let Your Light Shine Before Others
The purpose of light is to expose what lies inside or around—in this case, the light in you is Christ. In a world filled with darkness, your mission trip is an opportunity to be a beacon of hope, love, and faith that only comes from Jesus. To let your light “shine before others” is an invitation to live out your faith in the community of others, not in isolation, because your actions, words, and attitudes should reflect the radiant love of Christ, drawing people to Him.
If you feel any sort of inadequacy as you prepare for the journey ahead, remember it is Christ shining through you, and He is a light the darkness cannot overcome. As you interact with those you serve, remember that simply your presence can bring light to their lives as you carry Christ with you. Your commitment to following Jesus is a testament to the transformative power of the Gospel. Let your light shine through your compassion, kindness, and willingness to serve others.
That They May See Your Good Deeds
This mission trip is to share the Gospel with those you come in contact with, but sharing with words is not the only way you will have opportunity to do so. You will have many opportunities to demonstrate the Gospel it through actions and attitudes. People are often more convinced by what they see than what they hear. Your good deeds—whether it's providing for physical needs, offering a listening ear, or showing genuine care—speaks volumes about the love of Christ.
In each encounter, consider how you can be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus. Seek opportunities to meet practical needs and offer hope to those who are hurting. Through your good deeds, you can be a living testimony of God's grace and mercy. Again, these acts of kindness and compassion are not to shine the light on you but to point others to Him.
Glorify Your Father in Heaven
Ultimately, the purpose of your mission trip is to glorify your Father in heaven. Every act of kindness, every word of encouragement, and every gesture of love should point people toward God. When they see the light of Christ shining through you, they will be drawn to the source of that light—our heavenly Father.
In your moments of service and ministry, remember that it's not about your recognition or praise but about God's glory. Humbly acknowledge that any light you have is a reflection of His light. As you bring honor to Him, lives will be transformed, and souls will find their way back to their Creator. Begin praying that the Lord would reveal to you His heart for the lost, the wayward, and the hurting— both physically and spiritually. Ask Him to go before you and the team to open doors or opportunity to meet the physical and spiritual needs of those you encounter through this trip.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

















Day 14- You Shall Receive Power
Acts 1:8
TOMORROW IS THE DAY!! As you make your final preparations day to begin your journey, let the words of Acts 1:8 fill you with purpose and anticipation:
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (CSB)
These words from Jesus hold a profound message for the mission ahead of you and the team.
The Promise of Power
Jesus' promise to the disciples, recorded in Acts 1:8, speaks of a divine empowerment. He assured them that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them—emphasis on the word “when”. That simple word was filled with assurance that it wasn’t a question but was a fact that a greater power was coming to them. This promised power was not for their own sake but to equip them for the work ahead in Jerusalem (their town), Judea (their state), Samaria (their nation), and the ends of the earth (the world). The disciples were waiting on the coming of the Holy Spirit, after Christ ascended. We on the other hand already have the fulfillment of that promise by being indwelt with Him now.
As you embark on your mission trip, remember that the same Holy Spirit who empowered the early disciples is with you today, filling you with His wisdom, courage, and strength. Rely on His guidance and empowerment in every step of your journey, whatever you encounter.
Witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the Ends of the Earth
This command to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth might have made the earliest disciples scratch their head, and here’s why: In Jerusalem, Jesus faced execution by an enraged crowd, Judea rejected His ministry, Samaria was often seen as an inhospitable land inhabited by those deemed impure, and, in the farthest reaches of the world, some Jews of that era regarded Gentiles as destined for the depths of Hell.
Nonetheless, God had a divine purpose to send messengers to all these places, and the Holy Spirit would endow them with the strength to fulfill this mission.
Just as the disciples were instructed to be witnesses in Jerusalem, your mission often begins in your own "Jerusalem"—your local community, church, or circle of influence. You are called to be a witness for Christ right where you are, sharing His love and truth with those around you.
Then, the mission field extends beyond your immediate surroundings. The disciples were also called to be witnesses in all Judea and Samaria—regions that were nearby but culturally different from Jerusalem. Similarly, your mission may take you to places with distinct cultures, languages, and challenges.
And finally, the scope of the disciples' mission expanded to the ends of the earth, and so does yours. Whether you are traveling to a neighboring country or a remote village, your mission trip is part of the grand narrative of God's redemptive plan for the world.
Approach these experiences with humility and a desire to learn. Be open to the diversity of people and communities you encounter. Your role is not to impose your views, your preferences, or your culture, but to share the gospel in a way that resonates with the hearts and needs of those you meet.
Remember that God's love knows no boundaries. His message of hope is for all people, regardless of their location or background. Embrace the opportunity to be a witness to the ends of the earth, and trust that God's Spirit will go before you, preparing hearts to receive His grace.
A Life of Witness
Acts 1:8 is not just about a specific mission trip; it's about a lifelong calling to be a witness for Christ. This mission trip is a significant chapter in that journey, but your witness continues long after you return home.
As you embark on this trip, know that you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be a witness for Jesus Christ. Embrace each moment as an opportunity to share His love, and may your journey reflect the transformative power of the gospel. Pray for an openness and freedom to share the Gospel with those you meet. Pray that God would go before you and the team to prepare hearts and lives to be receptive to the life-changing message of the Gospel.
Notes: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
LET’S GO!!!!
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