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Preparation Devotionals
“Imagine a team from France calls your church and says they want to visit. They want to put on a VBS (which you have done for years), but the material is in French. They have heard about how the U.S. church has struggled and want to help you fix it. They want to send twenty people, half of them youth. Only two of them speak English. They need a place to stay for free, with cheap food and warm showers if possible. During the trip, half of the group's energy will be spent on resolving tension between team members. Two people will get sick. They'd like you to arrange some sightseeing for them on their free day. Do you want them to come?” 
I don’t share this with you to discourage you as you prepare for the mission trip! As a matter of fact, I share it to cause you to think and to encourage you as you prepare mentally, physically, and spiritually for this trip. Also, understand this, great teams happen because they are spiritually prepped, educated on the missions’ goals, and culturally relative. My goal is to have great teams come that help move forward what God is doing. I have a few times when team members did not want to be a good team member and they have hindered the ministry and mission of the team. I pray that never happens again, that is why I prepare this devotion, to get us as a group to focus on the mission and ministry at hand. Through the next 13-days these devotions will challenge you both mentally and spiritually! Please use them not as something you need to check-off your list but to dig into them as to be the best mission team member that you can be! My goal is to prepare you to be all that God wants you to be to the Belizean people and the ministry and work that God is doing in Belize!
Hop on this train and let’s get moving as you get ready for being on the mission field of Belize in just two short weeks!






Day 1: Check Your Motive – A Servant’s Heart
“After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. . . . So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If then, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.’” John 13:5, 12-15, NKJV
What are your motives for being on this short-term mission trip to Belize? The above Scripture gives us a clear picture of the mission of Christ on this earth and to what He has called His disciples in His absence and preparation for His return. Understanding the historical and cultural contexts of this event and command of Jesus can further show us the kind of lives we are meant to lead every day and on the mission field. 
It is, first and foremost, a call to service and humility. It’s safe to admit that this is a hard concept for us in the Western Church, where service often looks like participating in the local church’s food bank ministry a couple times a year. And even these good deeds can be driven by the wrong motives. But the actions Jesus models for us in washing His disciples’ feet are far more radical than we might initially estimate.
You see, foot washing was the business of servants. It was the dirty work of the lowly as they cleaned the dusty, and no doubt gnarly, feet of others who had trekked miles in shoes that weren’t quite as well-made or protective as shoes are today. Think of a nasty job you would hate to do and picture Jesus doing it because that is essentially what Jesus was doing. But understand, it wasn’t just about foot washing, it was about humbling Himself before others, about denying Himself and putting others first. Jesus chose this position before others to demonstrate His love for them, and to give us an example of how we are to treat other people. It is easy to think that we can be both servants and seek out our grand adventure. But what Jesus did in this act was to eliminate all of those preconceived ideas and put Himself in the most lowly of positions. He showed how He “came not to be served but to serve.” (Mark 10:4)
On this trip you are called to serve the following:
 God: The purpose of this trip is to glorify God through your service.
 Belizean people: You are to be a reflection of Christ’s love to the country of  Belize – not merely when at a ministry sites, but when you are at your hotel, restaurant or market.
 Your team members. Be a servant to your fellow team members! 
Challenge yourself to model your life after Christ’s, to consider what He would do and how He would serve. Consider the uneasy task that was set before Him – to bear the sins of the world – and how He faced it with love, courage, and self-sacrifice, and considered everything else a loss that He might accomplish this goal. A physical cross might not be yours to bear, but the same motivations that prompted Jesus to give His life are what ought to drive you in this mission trip. Whether it is to serve the Belizeans, our missionary, or your teammates, let not your pride, your personal motivations, your weariness, or even your fear keep you from selflessly extending yourself to others.
As Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1-3,  “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Consider the following questions:
 In honest self-evaluation, how much have you typically been willing to serve in the past, and how does that compare with the example of Christ? 
 What are some obstacles (spiritual, emotional, physical and mental) that might keep you from denying self and giving to others?
Prayer: Ask the Lord to show you where your short coming in the area of service are and then we willing to commit those to Him. Also, ask for Him to work in those areas over the next two weeks as to use you to serve the Belizean people, our missionary, and your team members as you prepare for this mission trip. Ask the Lord to help you see Chirst’s nature and character and then develop it in you as you prepare to go on mission for Him so you can be conformed into His image.



Day 1- Empowered to Serve
Matthew 28:16-20 “The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Application: When God launched us into ministry and commissioned us to serve He didn’t leave us on our own. At the moment of our regeneration the Holy Spirit came to dwell in each of us. The Holy Spirit’s dwelling works in at least 10 ways:
1. The Holy Spirit is our teacher guiding us into truth. John 14:26
2. The Holy Spirit intercedes on our behalf. Romans 8:26-27
3. The Holy Spirit gives us joy and peace. Galatians 5:22-23
4. The spirit gives us gifts for ministry. I Corinthians 12:4-7
5. The Spirit gives us boldness to witness. Acts 4:31
6. The Spirit gives us power. Ephesians 3:16
7. The Spirit gives us the power to live godly. Ezekiel 36:27
8. The Spirit helps us to pray. Ephesians 6:18
9. The Spirit gives us wisdom and knowledge. Ephesians 1:17-18
10. God the Father speaks through us by the Spirit. Matthew 10:20
Action: As you think about what the Lord has done in your life, I want you to contemplate the freedoms that you now have in Christ. The freedom from sin and all that Jesus’ life, death, burial, and resurrection means to you. Pray that the Lord will begin empowering you to share the Gospel here as you are preparing to take the Gospel to Belize. I want to challenge you to share the Gospel with those you meet these next 13 days. They need to hear the Gospel too. Go share the gospel with these people. If you can’t share here, you will have a difficulty sharing in a foreign country.
Day 2- Fit to Serve
Ephesians 5:1-21, “Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children, and walk in love, as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. But sexual immorality and any impurity or greed should not even be heard of among you, as is proper for saints. Obscene and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, but rather giving thanks. For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty arguments, for God’s wrath is coming on the disobedient because of these things. Therefore, do not become their partners. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light— for the fruit of the light] consists of all goodness, righteousness, and truth— testing what is pleasing to the Lord. Don’t participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what is done by them in secret. Everything exposed by the light is made visible, 14 for what makes everything visible is light. Therefore, it is said: Get up, sleeper, and rise up from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as unwise people but as wise— making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So don’t be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. And don’t get drunk with wine, which leads to reckless living, but be filled by the Spirit: speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music with your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of Christ.”
Application: As you draw closer to your time of service on the mission field, it is of great importance to continually examine your own life and to grow spiritually. If we are not careful, it is much easier for us to see the speck of saw dust in someone else’s eye, while ignoring the telephone pole size log in our own. Use these devotionals as an opportunity to recognize and work on the things in your life both physically and spiritually to prepare for the mission field. We must be careful that our focus on sin doesn’t cause us to be judgmental of others but causes us to look in the mirror to examine our life and walk in Christ.
This passage reminds us that we should walk as children of the light. That light is Christ Jesus and while here on earth He left an example for us to follow. In his interaction with sinners, He showed love as He presented them with the message of the kingdom. In His daily life He walked without sin and did not seek to glorify Himself but rather his Father in Heaven. As we walk our daily lives here, we should be a reflection of Jesus Christ and we should be mindful to not live for our self-gratification but rather for the glory of God.  
Actions: Know that God has equipped you to serve in the field for Him and He has led you to this! Examine yourself and make sure you are where you need to be spiritually for the upcoming task of being on mission. 
Yesterday we looked at the Great Commission, just know that that was a message to you to go and tell other about the Jesu. Take today to firm up any areas in which you are behind or deficient in your walk with the Lord and get them taken care of. The way to do this is what we see in 1 John 1:9-10, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say, “We have not sinned,” we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”
Use this time today to make spiritual preparation for the mission trip ahead.











Day 3- Serve with Gratitude
Psalm 103, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the Heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to His children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him. For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. As for man, His days are like grass; He flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments. The LORD has established His throne in the Heavens, and His kingdom rules over all. Bless the LORD, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do His word, obeying the voice of His word! Bless the LORD, all His hosts, His ministers, who do His will! Bless the LORD, all His works, in all places of His dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!”
Application: As you read this Psalm, You should think about and look around you to see all the things that God has done for you. He has given you life, He has given you family, He has given you food, He has given you a home, He has given you clothes, He has blessed you that you are residing in the United States of America. You probably have a cell phone and more than one copy of the Word of God. But most of all, He has given you eternal life through salvation in Him. So, when we serve, whether it be in our local community, in another part of the state or nation, or in a foreign country, we serve in gratitude for what He has done for us. 
Be careful though, we must understand that we do not serve as a means with which to repay God for what he has done, but rather as an outpouring of the faith we have in Him. 
Hebrews 11 lists many men of faith and men of the Faith. It lists the works they did throughout their lives. In each instance, their work is preceded by the words, “by faith”. It is by faith that we offer our service in gratitude. Gratitude for what we have seen Him do and gratitude in what we, by faith, will see Him do.
Actions: Make a list today of every personal possession you have; house, cars, clothes, electronics, etc. This should take you quite a while to do. Add this to the top of your prayer list and thank God daily for all you have. 
In addition, pack a copy of that list and take it with you to the field. Once you get to the field, compare your list with what those people around you have. It will serve to increase your gratitude and convict you of any excess you are accumulating.



Day 4- Serve with Compassion
Jonah 4, “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and He was angry. And He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?” Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for Himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till He should see what would become of the city. Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over His Head, to save Him from His discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the Head of Jonah so that He was faint. And He asked that He might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And He said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”” 
Application: Grace has made salvation possible. It is not your standing, not your Heritage, not your ethnicity, and not your good works. By grace alone has salvation been made possible because God had compassion on us. Many times, we forget this compassion with which God saved us and we become caught up in our own self-worth. As if we saved ourselves we look upon others as less than us. It is mindful of the Pharisee and the Publican praying in the temple. The Pharisee prays thanking God He is not like this poor wretched sinner, the Publican. The Publican prays asking God for grace and mercy on His wretched self. As we serve we must serve in the light of the fact that we were once sinners and only by the amazing grace of salvation where we redeemed. 
Actions: Consider the term ethnocentricity. Ethnocentricity is the belief in the inherent superiority of one’s own ethnic group or culture. Americans are renowned for being purveyors of the idea that theirs is the only culture that is right. Pray for God to remove this from your thought process so that you can serve in Belize without the encumbrance of this faulty view. Have compassion.


Day 5- Serve with Gladness
Psalm 100 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are his people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 
Application: When we are prepared to serve Him we can serve the Lord with gladness. It is only when we are unprepared by prayer, study, and careful consideration that we serve in drudgery. Take the time today to be in the Lord’s House, with His people, and with a song on your lips, and gladness in your heart, serve the Lord today!
Things to do: Other than Worshipping the Lord in His service, do nothing. Make a joyful noise to the Lord today in worship and in rest.













Day 6- Serve with Urgency
2 Corinthians 6:1-13, “Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our Heart is wide open. You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. In return (I speak as to children) widen your Hearts also.”
Application: As we serve God through sharing the good news of salvation with the lost we should do so with urgency. Every day 154,995 people die from varying causes. Many of those people die without Christ, some without ever hearing His name. Today is the day of salvation because there could be no tomorrow. Consider where you live and how many times you’ve heard the gospel. Now consider those living in other areas of the country where the gospel is not as pervasive. Finally, consider the world in which we live and the strife and turmoil that consumes it. Think of those people living in these war-torn areas and how little access, if any, they have to the gospel. Don’t put off until tomorrow what you can do today. Share God’s news of the Savior in His Son Jesus Christ today, while there is still time. 
Actions: If there is someone that you have been putting off sharing the Gospel with, do so today! Invite them to come to church with you on Sunday for a time of dedication and prayer for the mission team. 






Day 7- Serve with Inner Strength
John 15:1-17 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in Him, He it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me He is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down His life for His friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what His master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, He may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
Apply: In this passage Jesus says that if we abide in Him He abides in us. All those that are saved by grace are to abide in Him through obedience. This obedience produces fruit from the vine, Jesus is the vine. However, we don’t always abide in Him because we don’t obey Him. Obedience and fruit bearing are tied together. Fruit bearing outside of obedience are works fit for the fire as we see in the passage above. So, since Jesus abides in us through the Holy Spirit we must let Him live through us. When we aren’t obedient the Holy Spirit is not allowed to live through us and we whither like a dead branch on the vine. Paul said that He “dies daily’ meaning that each day He resolved to put aside the desires of His flesh and to let the desire of the Spirit live through Him, obedience. 
Actions: Reach out to a select group of friends, family, and church members and ask them to be a part of a prayer group that prays for the group but you in particular. Let them know when you will be traveling so they can pray for safe travel. If you would like, forward them your day-to-day itinerary for the trip, so they can pray for daily events. Encourage them to keep praying for you diligently until you and the team returns.


Day 8- Serve with Love
John 21:15-19 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to Him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to Him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to Him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to Him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because He said to Him the third time, “Do you love me?” and He said to Him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to Him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This He said to show by what kind of death He was to glorify God.) And after saying this He said to Him, “Follow me.” 
Application: Jesus asks the question of Peter, “do you love me”. What a question! We all have to consider our response to the same question as Jesus asks it of us daily, “Do YOU love me?” Peter gives His answer here in the passage as an emphatic “yes” but Jesus doesn’t let Him get off the hook too easily. He continues to ask the question three times. Each time when Peter answers “yes” Jesus replies with “feed my sheep”. We can deduce from this that Jesus is not concerned with Peter’s lip service of love but rather His actions of love. In fact, Jesus tells Him/us how to specifically answer His question, feed His sheep. Amos 8:11 says “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I will send a famine on the land— not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of Hearing the words of the LORD. All the people partake in this famine. The lost in that they do not Hear the gospel and the saved in that they are fed the word of deceivers rather than the word of God. If you love Him, feed His sheep. 
Actions: On a mission trip we are often asked to do things we don’t normally do. If asked to deliver a devotion or teach a class could you do that? Do you have a couple prepared and ready to go. If not, it is wise to do so now. If you don’t know how, ask someone for Help.






Day 9- Serve with a Team Spirit
Romans 12, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of Himself more highly than He ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in His teaching; the one who exhorts, in His exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed Him; if He is thirsty, give Him something to drink; for by so doing you will Heap burning coals on His Head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Application: Whatever we do as a corporate body should be done so in unison. Whether that is belief, worship, service, or hospitality we are to serve one another and others in unison. Paul tells us in a latter epistle that we are all members of one body and that body does not function correctly unless we all work together using the gifts we have been given. The eye cannot be a hand nor the hand an eye, but we work together to accomplish the task. As a mission team, we spend a good deal of time with people we don’t know well and are asked to function as a team. We will only be successful if each allows the Spirit to live through them in an action of unity. 
Actions: Pray for your team today. Pray for each person individually. Pray that each will be patient with the other. Pray that each will use the gift they have been given to work in unity with the rest of the body. 


Day 10- Serve For Common Purposes
1 Corinthians 1:22-31 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
Application: Our purposes are clear in scripture. We preach Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sin as the good news for salvation. We allow the Holy Spirit to live through us so that God is glorified in our actions. We serve God as an outpouring of our love and faith. As we do these things we become vessels which God uses to multiply His community of believers. It is never us who saves but the One who lives in us. For this reason, we boast not in the goodness of ourselves because, as Christ said, there is only one who is good. Rather, we boast is Christ so that all know that we are redeemed through Him. 
Actions: Review the suggested pack list for this trip today. Make sure you have assembled all the items you need for the trip. If not, go get them today. If you want to, make a copy of your passport for you to have personally. We are entering a foreign country, so know that once we get in country, especially while in the Belize City, we are to stay together and to keep an eye on all of our luggage at all times. You do not need to be paranoid but cautious. 







Day 11- Availability Plus Christ
John 6:1-14 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large crowd was following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up His eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward Him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test Him, for He Himself knew what He would do. Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, “There is a boy Here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed them to those who were seated. So also, the fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, He told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”
Application: In this passage we see a young boy who is available and willing to part with His small portion of food. When Christ is added to that availability we see the miraculous works that can be done. Stepping out in faith to commit to service on the mission field is admirable but is to no avail if we do not add Christ to the scenario. Seeking to do the work and will without the power and direction of Christ will be unsuccessful. Begin praying that your actions will be His actions, your thoughts His thoughts, and your will His will. Without Christ it is all merely the work of man.
Actions: As you have worked your way through these devotions then you have been praying for yourself those on the mission field, etc. You have the scriptures to share with others. You are praying for and have many others praying for you. In the book of James, it says we are to be doers of the word and not Hearers only. If you have worked through this guide you have heard much, now go do much. We are meeting this afternoon at church to pack. EVERY TEAM MEMBER needs to be there at 4:00pm so we can make the final preparations for the trip.




Day 12- Over Coming Difficulties
Isaiah 30:20-21 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide Himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 
Application: It is inevitable that you will face adversity. Some of that adversity may be here at home or on the mission field. It can come from varied sources; family, friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, governments, other religious people, etc. But, here in this passage we are told that our Teacher will not be hidden from us. In book of John we are told the Holy Spirit will come as our Teacher. The passage goes on to say that the Holy Spirit will be there, behind us, whispering in our ear – walk this path – don’t turn there, stay on the path. Learning to listen to the direction of the Holy Spirit will help you overcome adversity at home and abroad. 
Actions: Be at church for the worship service! Do not neglect the time together with your church family today. Second, rest today. Take extra time to spend with your family and those close to you. This coming week or so is going to be a busy week and you will need all the energy that you can muster. Make your final preparations and be ready to head out early in the morning.













Day 13- Here I Am, Send Me
Isaiah 6 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two He covered His face, and with two He covered His feet, and with two He flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of Him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in His hand a burning coal that He had taken with tongs from the altar. And He touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” And He said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on Hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make the Heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and Hear with their ears, and understand with their Hearts, and turn and be healed.” Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And He said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, and the LORD removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump.
Application: Many of us would look at this passage and check the box “done that”. We assume that since we said “yes” to this trip we have made ourselves available to God. However, if you examine the passage closely, especially at the end, you see the perpetual nature of the call – note the word “until”. So, making ourselves perpetually available to the call of God is the lesson to be learned not merely the one-time event. Begin to think now of how you will continue to answer God’s call after you return from your trip.
Action: Let’s GO!



