
Order of Worship for March 29, 2026 
 
Acclamation 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
The holy gospel according to ________. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the 
colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Blessing of Palms 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he 
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 
garments and branches along his way. 
 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way 
of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through 
the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Procession 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 



Processional Hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
1 Hosanna, loud hosanna 
the little children sang; 
through pillared court and temple 
the lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, 
close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, 
the simplest and the best. 
 
2 From Olivet they followed 
mid an exultant crowd, 
the victory palm branch waving, 
and chanting clear and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven 
rode on in lowly state, 
nor scorned that little children 
should on his bidding wait. 
 
3 "Hosanna in the highest!" 
That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, 
the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise him 
with heart and life and voice, 
and in his blissful presence 
eternally rejoice. 

Jeanette Threlfall  

 
Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God. 
Nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God. 
 
Scripture Reading Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 
ELW #616 Jesus, Remember Me – sung various times through reading 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 
Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community 
Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 



Hymn of the Day ELW #353 Were You There 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,  
 tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 
5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Text: African American spiritual 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 

A brief silence. 



O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your 
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in 
Jesus. Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and 
plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. 
Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved 
community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with 
justice and fairness. Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, know 
the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or 
loss this day. Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those 
here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who 
rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace  
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of might and mercy,  
Your glory fills all heaven and earth. You are holy, God. 
Blessed be the Savior, the one who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest. You are holy, God. 
 



Words of Institution 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
 
Communion Hymn ELW #472 Eat This Bread 
 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 come to me and never be hungry. 
 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 trust in me and you will not thirst. 

Text: Taizé Community 
Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to 
you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, 
who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and 
always. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 



 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river.  Refrain 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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