
Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 
Silly Sunday 

 
Welcome 
  
Gathering Hymn ELW #365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sing Ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah)  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who did once upon the cross, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's king, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as his love; ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. ha, ha, ha, ha, hallelujah! 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. 
 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, for the Mississippi River, and all the streams and 
creeks that flow around us. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that  



divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the 
water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. 
 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
  
Children’s Sermon  
 
Prayer of the Day   
God of laughter, as you fill us with new life, may we delight in sharing it with others; as you 
tell us the good news which can never be taken from us, may we rejoice in offering it to the 
broken, the sad, the lonely; as you tickle us with grace, may we give it away with laughter on 
our lips and joy in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
First reading Exodus 15:1-11, 19-21 
Song of Moses and Miriam at the sea 

1 [Then] Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
 “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. 2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a 
warrior; the Lord is his name. 
   4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his elite officers were sunk in the Red 
Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 6 Your right 
hand, O Lord, glorious in power—your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury; it 
consumed them like stubble. 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods 
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will 
pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
   11 Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in splendor, doing wonders?” 
   19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, 
the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground. 
   20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 111 
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright,  



in the congregation. 
2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 
5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the 
nations. 
7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and 
awesome is your name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God's praise endures forever. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen, ris’n indeed. 
 
Gospel reading John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit 
from the Lord. 

The holy gospel according to _______. Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
   24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. The gospel of the 
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
  
 



Hymn of the Day ACS #1064 Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom 

1 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 sounding God's delighted laugh, 
 from the tiny roly-poly 
 to the treetop-tall giraffe. 
 All creation sings in wonder; 
 even rocks and trees rejoice 
 as they join the ringing chorus: 
 echoes of our Maker's voice. 
 
2 Earth is full of wit and wisdom, 
 woven into harmony. 
 Ev'ry creature has a purpose, 
 ev'ry flow'r and bumblebee. 
 Spider, human, redwood, gecko, 
 monkey, chicken, mouse, and snake 
 live within a single fabric: 
 cloth that only God could make. 
 
3 Earth is full of wit and wisdom: 
 penguin, platypus, and snail, 
 cactus, sea slug, oak, and algae, 
 from the microbe to the whale. 
 In this great and strange creation, 
 with a breath God gives us birth: 
 born of soil to live as stewards, 
 called to love and serve the earth. 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979  
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
Prayers of the People 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Risen Christ, hear our 
prayer. 



Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders 
of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. Reveal 
to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. 
Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our 
care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Risen Christ, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the 
church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Risen Christ, hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
Noisy Offering 
 
Offering Prayer  
Loving God, everything you make is good. May these gifts be used to share your love to all 
people. In your name we pray, Amen. 
  
Sharing of the Peace   
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you! 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blesses is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
 



Words of Institution 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with 
every breath. We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God. 
 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Lamb of God  
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Meal of Holy Communion  
  
Communion Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy 
1 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 



 I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
2 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the peace that passes understanding, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 
3 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart; 
 I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, 
 down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Text: George W. Cooke 
 
Table Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things 
new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen. 
 
Sending hymn ELW #872 Praise Ye the Lord 
Refrain 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! 
Ev'rybody praise the Lord. 
 

1 Praise God with the sound of the trumpet; 
praise God with the lute and the harp; 
praise God with the timbrel and dancing; 
praise God wherever you are.  Refrain 
 

2 Praise God with holy cymbals; 
praise God with strings and with pipes; 
praise God with clashing cymbals; 
praise God with all of your might.  Refrain 
 

3 Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God for almighty deeds; 
praise God for those bountiful mercies; 
for God fulfills our needs.  Refrain 
 

4 Praise God on top of the mountains; 



praise God both day and night; 
praise God down in the low valleys; 
praise God because it's all right.  Refrain 

Text: J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937-1986, based on Psalm 150 
Text © J. Jefferson Cleveland. Used by permission. 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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