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              Mission Statement—“Growing Disciples for Jesus Christ”

Text—Karen Gee, kagee@myomnitel.com  

Calendar—Helen Pollock, helen.pollock.138@gmail.com          
   Strahan United Methodist Church, 64632 360th St., (rural) Hastings, IA  51540
June 2021
Around the Community—Update for Bill Honeyman…….. His address is now available… Lt. William Honeyman,

 PSC 201 Box  313
 APO AE. 09522  . 
As mentioned in the May newsletter, Bill Honeyman’s birthday is May 31.   Bianka said it can take up to six weeks for mail to get to him, so she suggested email would reach him much more quickly: honeyman6720@gmail.com
“Thank you—to the committee that planned and served the “Coffee” for the graduation seniors.  We appreciate each of your input.  Bianka Honeyman chaired the event.
At the May Administrative Council meeting, Alyssa Karwal of Mills County Public Health came to tell us about a youth mentoring program for Mills County called “Not Alone.”  Mentors are needed to connect with school-aged children who want to participate in the program.  There is a brochure about “Not Alone” on the church bulletin board, and a one-page flyer attached to this newsletter.  For further information contact Alyssa and 402.677.9002 or alyssak@mcph.us   (is a separate email or attachment.)
CHANGES in WORSHIP Responsibilities – On the last page of the newsletter, there are assignments for the first two Sundays of June when worship will be at the Strahan Church.  First is the tech booth – all you have to do is click through the slides – Jill has it all set up to go.  Second is ushers/candlelighters/greeters.  Responsibilities for that family: 1) Greet people as they come in, give them a bulletin, remind them the offering plate is on the table and will not be passed.  2) At the first hymn, someone (or two) needs to light the candles.  3) When it is time for the Doxology, take one offering plate to the pastor, leaving the other in the back if case someone wants to donate on their way out.  4) At the closing hymn, the altar candles are put out and the light from them is brought to the back of the church.   As always, if you have special music or would like to do a reading or other portion of the service, please contact Jill to volunteer.  

Pastor Joni is taking “vacation” in June to work on the classes she needs to complete. Our guest pastor at Strahan at 10:00 a.m. on June 6 is Rev. Dr. M. Wayne Clark.  Rev. Clark is a long-time friend of our family and a retired ordained UMC pastor.  He has served appointments in parish ministry and the Bishop's cabinet; as a director for Samaritan counseling centers in Ohio and Nebraska, was the clinical director and therapist at Presbyterian Seminary in Louisville, KY. He has written extensively in national and international publications, including Human Genome and Its Affect on Families and Marriages; Pastoral Counseling and Parish Pastor Counseling as Part of the Team Approach in Genetics; Trauma ; Ethics for Clergy, Pastoral Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapist; humor.  He is the author of three books. He has a D. Min. in counseling and human genetics, was an approved supervisor in the American Assoc. for Marriage Therapy, Diplomat and Supervisor in the American Association for Pastoral Counselors, licensed marriage, family and trauma therapist in three states before retiring.  He continues a small private practice and writes.  Wayne will have his books available and will be available for a book signing after worship for those of you that are interested.  His books are also available on Amazon.
On June 13, our own Jill Cuff-Wade will be leading the service.  (Jill has her own impressive bio. Smile)
The Worship Committee will be honoring the dads in the congregation a week early while we are at Strahan.

We go to Malvern on the 20th and to the Indian Creek Museum Barn on the 27th.  All services in June are all three churches combined, all starting at 10:00 a.m.  The offering that is collected at the barn on the 27th will be given to the Indian Creek Museum as a thanks for using their facilities.  Breakfast will be served by the museum before and/or after our service for free-will donation.

LOOKING AHEAD— June 2 UMW at the sanctuary with no food or drink.  Hostesses: Jill Cuff, Kathy Grindle, & Linda Washburn.  Devotions:  Jacquie Morrical, Response Moment:  Jill Cuff.  Program< Pastor Luke, “”Bagpipes.”
….

Iowa Annual Conference is June 4-6 via Zoom this year.  Pastor Joni and Nicole Grindle are the charge representatives.  Helen Pollock will also be attending representing Iowa United Methodist Women.

Special Offering for Disabilities Awareness Sunday will be collected on June 6.  The purpose is to celebrate gifts and graces of persons with disabilities and promote their full inclusion in the community.  100% of the offering remains in Iowa, and is used to provide grants to churches like ours wishing to remove barriers to accessibility.

On a date not yet determined, but in either June or July, we will be having a couples’ shower for Nathan Hossle and Brittany Baumfalk who will be married at Strahan on July 31st.  Helen Pollock is asking for volunteers who would like to help host a shower to contact her.  A special notice will be sent after school is out and Brittany and Helen can arrange a date for the party.

The trustees have set 9:00 in the morning on Saturday, June 19, as a time to have volunteers come to help paint the church foundation.  Bring your paint brush and wear your paint clothes – if lots of people come with won’t take long at all. If it is raining, the following Saturday, the 26th, is the rain date for painting.

News for the July newsletter will be due on Monday, June 28, 2021.

The next meeting of SPPRC will be held at Strahan at 7:00 p.m. on June 30.

Journeying with Pastor Jon
June
 2021
During our sermon series in May, we addressed the question, “Why do people suffer?”  One of the resources that I used was a book by Howard P. Bozarth, “Faith and Suffering.”  In his book, he offers some questions for consideration, and I thought that it might be fun for those of you that have been following the series to see how well you listened or what you learned.  You also may want to read the scriptures provided if you would like to make a more “in depth” study out of this.

Read Romans 8; Matthew 10:16-31; John 9:1-3.1.
Are the happiest people you know those who have been least exposed to affliction, suffering and loss?
2.
Much has been said and written about the value of religion in that it enables people to enjoy “peace of mind.”  Is this the highest function of the Christian faith?  (Read Matthew 10:16-31 for a suggestion as to how Jesus might answer this question.)

3.
What kind of world would this be if the righteous were spared cruel ordeals?  Is the hope for worldly benefits (the “big pay-off”) a proper incentive for piety?

4.
Someone once said, “God is not a utility.”  What do you think?

Read Matthew 18:1-4; Chapter 6.

5.
Why is God not less than all-powerful, if he does not intervene to prevent such disasters as the COVID-19 virus?

6.
When God created man and gave him freedom to choose his own way, how did God restrict his own divine freedom?

7.
What reason has a Christian to believe the growth of persons “into him who is the head, into Christ,” is the most important undertaking in God’s plan for the universe?

Read John Chapters 5 and 14; Job Chapters 3, 38-39.

8.
Is there some inconsistency in calling natural disasters “acts of God,” while ignoring the providence of God in the natural blessings we all share?

9.
What can man do to minimize the menace of natural disasters, as floods, quakes, hurricanes, epidemics?

10.
What are some of the moral dangers to which people, young and old, are exposed in your community?  What might you do about it?

Join me in July as we explore unanswered prayer.  The love and peace of Christ be with you.

Note:  Howard P. Bozarth, Faith and Suffering (Philadelphia: The Christian Education Press and Boston: The Pilgrim Press, 1961), pp. 7, 14, 21.

News for the Juy issue of the Strahan A Gram will be due on June 28..  Please respond to Karen and Helen.  Check the letter-head logo for email addresses.
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1 on the 2nd

Happy Anniversary Dan & Stephanie Pollock

Nathan & Tricia Stouder

Gary & Mary Maher
	2
UMW 

7:00
In

Sanctuary
	3

	4

	5


	6

Adult S.S. 8:45

Worship 10:00
Communion

Led by Dr. Clark

Special offering: Disabilities Awareness Sunday
	7
On the 6th:

Happy Birthday  

Dean Jones


	8
On the 7th:

Happy Birthday  

Krista Frazee,

Colleen Gipe, & Jacquie Morrical
	9

Happy Birthday  

Katie York
	10

Happy Anniversary Samantha & Jerrod Wilson


	11 


	12

Happy Birthday  

Andy Grindle &

JC Krijcek



	13
Adult S.S. 8:45

Worship 10:00
Led by Jill Cuff
Father’s Day Recognition


	14  

Happy Birthday  

Jeannie Barney & Jeff Pollock
	15


	16

	17

	18 


	19

Paint the church foundation 9:00 a.m.

	20
Adult S.S. 8:45

Worship 10:00

At Malvern
Led by Rob Hays
Happy Birthday  

Marilyn Kayton,

Mike Hossle,

& Teagan Sayers
	21  

	22

Happy Birthday  

Jill Cuff-Wade & Brad Smiley


	23
Meeting for Finance Committee & Administrative Council 5:00 

Happy Anniversary Colleen & Doug Gipe
	24
Happy Birthday  

Linda Stouder


	25
Happy Birthday  

Nathan Hossle

Happy Anniversary Gregg & Jeni Christensen
	26

Rain date for painting…



	27

Adult S.S. 8:45

Worship 10:00

At Indian Creek Museum Barn
Led by Wesley Chapel
Happy Birthday
Ava Morrical  
	28
News due for July newsletter


	29

Happy Birthday  

Kailynn Frazee


	30
SPPRC

7:00

Strahan
	
	
	


	
	Tech Booth
	Greeters/Ushers/Candlelighters

	June 6
	Paul Morrical
	Dan Pollock Family

	June 13
	Jenn Gee
	Scott Hillyer Family


Please note the instructions in the body of the newsletter as things are changing…..  THANKS!

LOOKING AHEAD – 

Vacation Bible School will be “Rocky Railway: Jesus Power Pulls Us Through” shared with Malvern this year.  It will be July 26-30 from 2:00 – 5:00 in the afternoons.  Using the railroad theme, Malvern and Strahan churches will morph into train stations with two days at each church.  The Friday session will be at “Grand Central Station” with a celebration meal provided by Classic Café.  Volunteers to help with VBS are needed. Please contact Stephanie Vinton-Pollock, Jill Cuff-Wade, or Jennifer Frazee.  LOTS of kiddos are needed, too, from age 3 through 6th grade.  Mark your calendars now to attend and/or help with VBS this year!
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FIRST CLASS

Iowa Annual Conference via Zoom 4th – 6th 








