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Islamic Society of Toowoomba Inc.

                        Building faith and finding Peace      [Incorporation # IA14413, est. 1994]
Factsheet about Muslims in Toowoomba

· Muslims live in Toowoomba since 1881 (Abdul Ahab Kaus) – mainly settlers from South East Asia & Subcontinent. 
· We know some Muslims who have been working and living in Toowoomba for about 50 years since early 1970’s.
· Darling Downs Institute of Advanced Education (predecessor of USQ) was the attraction for Muslim students and academics.

· In 1993-94, half a dozen Muslim students shared the then G block Chapel of USQ prayer facility with Christians.

· Islamic Society of Toowoomba Inc (IST) was established in 1994, and later it became member of the Islamic Council of Queensland, and Australian Federation of Islamic Councils. 

· In 1995, the then Mayor of Toowoomba, Cr Ross Miller participated in a picnic organised by the IST.

· USQ Muslim Prayer Room (beside H block) used from 1995-2000 by about 15-20 students, and less than 10 families.

· USQ Islamic Centre was established in 2000 for about 40-50 students, and about 30 families. It was closed in 2014. 
· During 2006-2007 growing number of Arab students joined USQ exceeded 100, and number of families nearing 100. 

· Proposal for major extension of the Centre was approved but postponed due to quoted cost exceeding the estimate by 41%.

· Number of students/worshippers grew to over 200 in 2009, over 300 (most with families) in 2010.

· Expansion and separate ladies entrance to the Centre were completed in June 2012.  

· Even the expanded facility is not large enough to fit in growing number student worshipers on Fridays.

· USQ Islamic Centre Open Day organised in 2006, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012 where USQ Chancellor, VC, DVC, PVC along with interstate dignitaries spoke, some of them financially supported by Queensland Government (Multicultural Affairs Queensland).

· Worked with various Church and community groups, and exchanged social and religious gatherings in many occasions since 1995. Leading part in organising the Pre/Post Parliament Sessions of the Parliament of World’s Religions in 2010-11. 

· Community provides free Ifter and Dinner every night in the Centre for 200 plus fasting people in the month of Ramadan, often invited non-Muslims also join in breaking fast/dinner.

· Supported visitors from many schools/colleges/organisations and provided information on Islam and Muslims regularly.

· Always working in close collaboration with USQ Multi-faith Centre and Chaplain Coordinator. 

· In 2011 census, the Muslim population in Toowoomba was very close to 1000, and now it has passed one thousand. There is a 20% growth of Muslims in Toowoomba since the previous census of 2006. 

· The recent steady growth of population and enhanced opportunities for work in Toowoomba, have attracted increased numbers of people to the Garden City of Australia. Muslims in Toowoomba are working in almost all leading professions including as university professors/lecturers, doctors, engineers, lawyers, accountants, business managers, social workers and many others. This natural growth of Muslims has created the expected social, religious and cultural needs for the community. A place of worship is a basic need for followers of any faith, and Muslims are no different. 
· Discussions were held with the Planning Manager of TRC since 2008 to buy a block of land to build a Mosque but this did not work due to Council’s strict place of worship policy.  Proposals for a Mosque were discussed with USQ VC since 2008. In 2012 the West St Uniting Church was on sale, it was inspected by USQ VC and representatives of Muslims in February 2013. 

· In December 2013 the Church property was purchased and turned to be the first Mosque in the city and region.  In 2014 the Mosque had two arson attacks in January and April causing severe damage. 
· The TRC has approved a rebuilding plan and construction work is underway alongside raising fund to rebuild the Mosque. Donations can be made to Toowoomba Islamic Charitable Trust, Commonwealth Bank Account - BSB: 064459, A/C: 1034 1586 Swift Code: CTBAAU25XXX 
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