
 

 

Your Complete Guide to PMHNP Licensure 

Step-by-Step Path to Becoming a PMHNP-BC 

Transitioning from graduate student to board-certified Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner (PMHNP-BC) requires a clear, organized process. Follow these steps to ensure 
success. 

 

Step 1: Graduate from an Accredited PMHNP Program 

 Complete an accredited master’s or doctoral-level PMHNP program. 
 Ensure your coursework and clinical hours meet requirements for board 

certification. 
 Save transcripts and proof of clinical hours—these will be required during 

certification and licensure. 

Tip: Your graduate program may offer specific guidance on your state’s licensure process. 
Always start there. 

 

Step 2: Apply for Board Certification with ANCC 

The American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) offers the PMHNP-BC credential. 
You may apply once your program confirms completion of all requirements. 

What You’ll Need: 

 Official transcripts (sent directly from your program) 
 Proof of clinical hours 
 Valid, unencumbered RN license 
 Government-issued ID 

ANCC Application Portal: 



 

 

https://www.nursingworld.org/our-certifications/psychiatric-mental-health-nurse-
practitioner/ 

 

Step 3: Schedule and Pass the ANCC PMHNP Certification Exam 

 The ANCC exam includes 175 questions (150 scored, 25 pretest). 
 Major content areas: 

o Scientific Foundations 
o Advanced Practice and Clinical Management 
o Psychotherapy and Medication 
o Legal and Ethical Principles 

Exam Scheduling via Prometric: 

https://www.prometric.com/ancc 

Tip: Use official ANCC practice questions and join structured review courses for optimal 
preparation.  Purchase PMHNP 4th Edition Review and Resource Manual, aka,  “ The Purple 
Book.”  Contact us for recommended programs.  

 

Step 4: Apply for Licensure as a PMHNP with Your State Board of Nursing 

Once certified, apply for APRN licensure in your state. 

Typical State Requirements: 

 Proof of ANCC certification 
 Application and licensure fees 
 Criminal background check/fingerprinting 
 RN license verification 
 Additional paperwork for prescriptive authority (varies by state) 

Tip: Each state’s process and timeline can vary significantly—apply early and follow all 
instructions carefully. 

 



 

 

* Steps 5 through 7 are often initiated or supported by your employer once you begin your 
new role. 

Step 5: Register for a National Provider Identifier (NPI) 

An NPI is a 10-digit number required for billing and provider identification. 

Apply for your NPI through the National Plan and Provider Enumeration System 
(NPPES): 

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov 

You'll need: 

 Your SSN or EIN (if applying under a business) 
 PMHNP certification details 
 Practice or mailing address 

Tip: Use your personal name unless you're already operating under a registered business 
with its own EIN. 

 

Step 6: Apply for a DEA Registration (If Prescribing Controlled 
Substances) 

Once your state grants prescriptive authority, you can apply for your DEA number. 

DEA Registration Portal: 

https://deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drugreg/registration.html 

 

Step 7: Enroll in PECOS for Medicare and Medicaid Billing 

To bill federal payers, enroll in: 

 PECOS for Medicare: https://pecos.cms.hhs.gov 
 State Medicaid: Each state has its own process—check your state's Medicaid 

website or portal. 



 

 

 

After Certification: Save Your Receipts—Many Employers Reimburse 
Licensing Costs 

Tip: Once hired, many healthcare organizations will reimburse or cover costs for: 

 DEA registration 
 NPI and PECOS setup 
 State licensing fees 
 Continuing education and ANCC renewal 

Ask your recruiter or HR team during onboarding. 

 

Need Guidance Along the Way? Join Psychiatry Circle 

Psychiatry Circle is a mentorship and training community created by Sound Mind Health 
to support graduate students and newly certified PMHNPs. From board prep to 
credentialing, documentation to diagnosing and treatment plan creation, and much more 
—we walk with you. 

 Peer and professional mentorship 

 Clinical case-based support 

 Live Q&As  

 Supportive transition from student to confident PMHNP-BC 

Take the next step in your career with clarity and support. 

Join Psychiatry Circle today: 

www.soundmindhealth.org 

 


