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	 Although I haven’t been a Shell Club member for as 
long as many others, I think this is the fifth Shell Show 
that I have been involved with. At the close of each 
show, I’ve always had the same response. After all the 
excitement of setting up, participating in the show, and 
viewing all the great exhibits and dealer offerings, I 
find myself feeling sad and rather depressed late on 

Sunday afternoon when the exhibitors and dealers start taking down their 
displays. Do any of you have this emotion too? 

	 I think we can all agree that this year’s show was a success. Kathy 
and Scott Dilbeck did a great job chairing the show and I especially thank 
them for their efforts. There were three things that I think were particularly 
successful. 1). We increased the entry fee for adults from the previous $2 to 
$5. I don’t think this affected attendance at all. Based on my rough 
calculation, this brought in about $500 extra which helped to defray the 
large increase in Lyndell Center rental fees. 2). Advertising on Facebook 
(thanks to our Facebook administrator Angela Cummings) was a great 
success. At the entry table, we asked nearly everyone how they heard about 
the show, and about half said “Facebook”. 3). I was manning the entry table 
late on Sunday, and I counted 19 individuals or families who paid to 
become new club members. This is much more than I remember in previous 
years. Although it’s likely some of these will not become active members, 
this indicates that our club is growing. 

	 As a final indication of the show’s success, all the dealers I talked to 
said that they were very happy with their sales and it was well worth their 
time and effort to participate. The scientific judges said the show compared 
favorably with other shell shows, and the “hard-core” exhibitors from out-
of-town with big displays also expressed that it was a great show. All of us 
in the club can congratulate ourselves on a job well done!  

	 	 	 	 	 	  - Dave Clausen, President 
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PROGRAMS AND REFRESHMENTS 
“Ways to expand your mind and waistline simultaneously!”

Month Program Refresments

December White Elephant Gift Exchange Potluck

REGULAR CLUB MEETING 
Wednesday, November 12th @ 7PM. Mix & Mingle @6:30PM 
Bay County Library 898 W. 11th Street, Panama City, FL. 

GULF COAST SHELL CLUB’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sunday, December 7th @1PM. Parkway Presbyterian Church. Bring a side dish or dessert.  
505 S. Tyndall Parkway, Panama City, FL.   

ENGLEWOOD SHELL CLUB FOSSIL DIG 
Thursday, December 11th from 8:30 - 1:00. Cost $125. Location: TBD  
R.S.V.P. ESCexcursions@gmail.com 

45TH ANNUAL SPACE COAST SEASHELL FESTIVAL 
January 17th & 18th from 9:30 - 4:00 (Eastern Time) at the Wickham Park Community Center.  
2815 Leisure Way, Melbourne, FL. 

89TH ANNUAL SANIBEL SHELL SHOW & FESTIVAL 
March 5th-7th. Thursday & Friday 9AM-3PM, Saturday 9AM-4PM (Eastern Time) 
2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL.  (239) 472-2155 sanibelcommunityhouse.net 

      * All times posted are Central Standard Time unless otherwise noted.
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 I can still remember Scott’s nervous chuckle, and the movement of his shoulders 
rising and falling into a shrug that I’ve now seen dozens of times. he had just informed 
me that he would be chairing the next shell show. Although it was a year away, 
bewilderment was written across his face. We had just met, and I wanted to reassure him, 
so I foolishly equated it to chairing the Bookfair at my son’s school… Let me tell you, it 
doesn’t even come close.  

 As the shell show counter released the days one-by-one, I watched Scott and his 
wonderful wife Kathy put pure heart and effort into making this event happen. I know 
each of you have personally witnessed those moments yourself. I realized how rare it is 
to see such genuine devotion.  

 A week before the show, I checked in with Scott to see how he was feeling about it. 
His demeanor gave off no signs of fear this time. He listed off some things that had been 
done, and finished with his familiar shrug, implying it-is-what-it-is now. I reminded him 
that if falls apart, at least it will be fun.  

 Well, here we are. I’m sure I can speak on behalf of the entire shell club when I 
say, JOB WELL DONE SCOTT & KATHY DILBECK! Thank you a million times for your hard 
work, and devotion over this last year. Are you ready to do it again? :)        -Angela 

Scott & Kathy Dilbeck 
Thank you!
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LINDA ZYLMAN

GENE 
EVERSON

WANDA COKER

Scientific Winners
DUPONT AWARD 
GENE EVERSON FOR “FASCIOLARIIDAE” 

CONCHOLOGIST OF AMERICA 
LINDA  ZYLMAN FOR “SHELLS OF THE VAVA’U 
GROUP TONGA” 

VOKES AWARD 
RON BOPP FOR “CHIPOLA FORMATION” 

HELEN NORTON AWARD 
KATHY DILBECK FOR “MY FAVORITE SHELL” 

MOST EDUCATIONAL 
DAVID & LINDA GREEN FOR “COLORS & 
PATTERNS OF CONUS MAGUS” 

FROZEN DIP NET 
VICKY WALL FOR “PRIZES FROM THE 
PANHANDLE” 

SHELL OF THE SHOW 
DAVID BERSCHAUER FOR “ZACATROPHON 
GOLIATH” 

SELF-COLLECTED SHELL OF THE SHOW 
VICKY WALL FOR “TROPHON GEVERSIANUS” 

MEMBER COLLECTED SHELL OF THE SHOW 
LINDA ZYLMAN FOR “MALLEUS ANATINUS” 

STUDENT AWARD 
LOLA, EVIE, & INDY AMSHOFF FOR 
“HORSES OF THE SEA” 

FOUNDERS AWARD 
WANDER COKER FOR  
“ABALONES FROM THE HALIOTIS FAMILY" 

EXHIBITORS AWARD 
RON BOPP FOR “THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF 
SEA URCHINS” (POPULAR VOTE BY EXHIBITORS) 
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MEMBER COLLECTED SHELL OF THE SHOW 
Linda Zylman 1st, Indy Amshoff 2nd 

EDUCATIONAL 
David & Linda Green 1st,  Lola Amshoff 
2nd, Dave Berschauer 3rd 

SELF-COLLECTED JUDGES SPECIAL AWARD 
Kathy Dilbeck 

SINGLE SPECIMEN, ANY SOURCE 
Steven Coker 1st,  Gene Everson 2nd, 
Dave Berschauer 3rd 

MINIATURE 
Steven Coker 1st 

STUDENT 
Lola, Evie, & Indy Amshoff 1st 

SEA LIFE 
Ron Bopp 1st, Lola Amshoff 2nd, D.J. 
Moore 3rd 

FREAKS 
Kathy Dilbeck 1st, Evie Amshoff 2nd 

ONE SMALL FAMILY 
Gene Everson 1st,  Wanda Coker 2nd, 
Dave Berschauer 3rd 

NORTHWEST FLORIDA 
Vicky Wall 1st 

FOSSILS 
Ron Bopp 1st, Carol Mitchell 2nd, 
Karlynn Morgan 3rd 

CREATIVE 
Carol Mitchell 1st, Karlynn Morgan 2nd 

NON-MARINE MOLLUSKS 
Bob Granda 1st 

FLORIDA-CARIBBEAN 
Dave Berschauer 1st, Lola Amshoff 2nd 

WORLDWIDE MULTI-FAMILY 
Dave Berschauer 1st 

ONE GENUS 
Kathy Dilbeck 1st, Bob Granda 2nd, 
Evie Amshoff 3rd 

SELF-COLLECTED 
Linda Zylman 1ST, Vicky Wall 2nd       

BEACH SHELLS 
Brant Holman 1st, Lola Amshoff 2nd 

SINGLE SPECIMEN SELF-COLLECTED 
Vicky Wall 1st, Gene Everson 2nd, Evie 
Amshoff 3rd

Please see our website for all awards and shell show pictures. 
www.gulfcoastshellclub.com 

Scientific Ribbon Winners

Bob Granda

Steven Coker

http://www.gulfcoastshellclub.com
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Artistic Awards 
1. STUDENT AWARD - Lola Amshoff for Shells Sewn on Fabric 

2. ARTISTIC  AWARD - Janis Laycock for Sea Shell Quilt 

3. ORIGINALITY  AWARD - Jeanette Howard for Octopus made with Oyster Shells

D.J. MooreKatelyn Isbell & Charity Kotval

Artistic Ribbons
SHELLCRAFT 
JAMES TIDMORE 1ST, JULIE POUNDERS 2ND, 
JEANNETTE HOWARD - JUDGE’S SPECIAL 

NEEDLEWORK 
JANIS LAYCOCK 1ST, LINDA GREEN 2ND, 
D.J. MOORE - JUDGE’S SPECIAL, WANDA 
COKER - HONORABLE MENTION 

SHELL PHOTO 
CHARITY KOTVAL 1ST, KATELYN ISBELL 2ND 

WREATHS & WALL HANGINGS 
ANGELA CUMMINGS 1ST, SUSAN RILEY 2ND 

SHELL MIRRORS 
KATELYN ISABELL 1ST, JULIE POUNDERS 2ND 

SHELL DECORATED OBJECTS 
KATELYN HOWARD 1ST, JEANNETTE HOWARD 
2ND 

HOLIDAY RELATED ITEMS 
Susan Riley 1st, D.J. Moore 2nd 

JEWELRY & PERSONAL ITEMS 
Kathy Dilbeck 1st & 2nd, Linda 
Brunner 3rd 

CREATED SHELLS 
Katlyn Isabell 1st 

DRAWING 
Lola Amshoff 1st, Evie Amshoff 2nd 
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Bright blue display cases, “Monsters of The Deep”, “Tigers of the Sea”, articles of shelling adventures and the 
smiling face and polite soft spoken demeanor of the classic southern gentlemen all help to paint a picture of one 
of our most supportive and loyal club members, Gary Dave Gordon. GCSC member and exhibitor, Gary Gordon, 
passed away in December of 2024. His passing leaves a void impossible to fill. 

Gary was born in Kansas, but spent much of his life in Warner 
Robins, GA. He was one of the founding members of the 
Georgia Shell Club. We first met him when we attended one 
of their shows. He and Earlene traveled to our show as 
members and exhibitors, and aways had family members join 
in on the festivities. Gary and Earlene were married for 62 
years, and he wrote of their family shelling adventures in the 
panhandle (“Port St Joe Shelling”, SHELL AND TELL, July - 
August, 2021). Gary was a wonderful letter writer as well. We 
have kept several of his letters and reprints of many of his 
articles and reread them often. Attached is an article Gary 
wrote about searching for an albino Horse Conch along the 
Northeast Coast of Florida. 

We will miss Gary and the stories he shared of his shelling 
adventures as well as his wonderful displays. He made us all want to exhibit our finds and share our adventures. 
I know his spirit will be with us in November. Our thoughts are with Earlene and their daughters as they 
remember Gary. 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																																																																									-Linda Brunner

Jim and Gary sharing a 
joke.

Sheldon, Gary, and Earlene with 
special ribbons won at the GCSS!

Earlene with ribbons won by 
“Monsters of the Deep”

Gary always quick with a quip.

GARY GORDON
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