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Career Summary

Bold and innovative thought leader informed and inspired by experience in research,
policymaking, and philanthropy.

Dedicated to finding evidence-informed solutions to improve the lives of vulnerable children
and families.

More than 30 years of experience using data and research evidence to inform policy reforms
and implementation.

Successfully designed advocacy and communications campaigns to raise awareness and
build public and political will.

Effectively facilitated diverse group discussions to help achieve consensus and aligned
action on complex issues.

Initiated and participated in numerous multi-funder collaborative projects.

Nationally recognized expert in child welfare with research and policy experience in child
abuse and neglect investigation, family preservation and family support programs and
services, kinship care, adoption, foster parent support, youth transitioning from foster care,
family courts, reducing the use of group placements, addressing racial disparities, crossover
with juvenile justice, and child welfare financing.

Experienced in a diverse set of research methods including randomized controlled trials,
surveys, focus groups, and participatory action research.

Authored or co-authored more than 50 articles and reports on child welfare issues,
presented findings at dozens of national conferences and in Congressional testimony, a
recurring guest on television and radio news programs, and frequently quoted in national
newspapers.

Professional experience supplemented with volunteer activities, advisory committee
memberships, and board appointments; invited reviewer of foundation and government
grant proposals and professional journal article submissions.

Professional Experience

Annie E. Casey Foundation (2008 — 2022)

Director, Policy Reform and Advocacy

Responsible for developing and implementing the foundation’s policy agenda to successfully
scale the work of the foundation’s child welfare and juvenile justice strategy groups and the Jim
Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative. Collaborated with other national and regional foundations
focused on children. Educated and provided technical assistance to Congressional and state
legislative staff and members. Managed a $5.5 million portfolio with 50+ grants to national non-



profit organizations, research institutions and policy think tanks. Supervised a group of staff and
expert consultants. Co-chaired the foundation’s Committee of Managers.

Child Trends (2006 — 2008)

Vice President for Public Policy and Director of Child Welfare

Managed a team of 10 researchers and led evaluations of the Wendy’s Wonderful Kids adoption
program, Family Finding, states’ financing of child welfare and evidence-based programs to
prevent foster care placements and achieve permanency for children removed from their
homes. Responsible for developing and implementing strategies for increasing the use of Child
Trends research by federal and state policymakers.

U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Ways and Means (2005 — 2007)

W.T. Grant Foundation Distinguished Fellow

Assisted in the development of congressional child welfare legislation including the Fostering
Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act, proposed child welfare financing reform
and funding to respond to hurricane Katrina. Worked with the Treasury Department to analyze
the use of the Adoption Tax Credit.

Urban Institute (1996 — 2006)

Director, Child Welfare Research Program

Led a team of 12 researchers and directed studies of: programs for youth aging out of foster
care, kinship care programs and supports, the Court Improvement Program, the involvement of
non-custodial fathers of youth in foster care, immigrant children in foster care, states’ use of
Medicaid for child welfare purposes and the impact of managed behavior health care,
recruitment of African American adoptive parents, the attrition of adoption applicants and the
impact of welfare reform on child welfare agencies.

James Bell Associates (1995-1996)

Research Associate

Evaluated the impact of family preservation programs and state implementation of the Family
Preservation and Family Support Act.

Macro International, Inc. (1993 — 1995)

Senior Associate

Evaluated numerous health and human services programs including child care subsidies,
substance abuse treatment programs and technology solutions for linking service providers.

United States General Accounting Office (1989 — 1993)

Evaluator

Responded to Congressional requests for information on programs for vulnerable children
including educational supports for handicapped children, Head Start, child welfare services,
home visiting and the Women, Infant and Children nutrition program.

Education

M.P.P., Public Policy, Harris School of Public Policy Studies, University of Chicago
B.A., Public Policy, University of Chicago
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