KiMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

January 4, 2026 Second Sunday of Christmas
8:30 am
Congregation responses in Bold.

GATHERING Music ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore hmm, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
WELCOME

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate
Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
C Amen.
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Ephesians 1:3-14
L A reading from first chapter of Ephesians.

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God'’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, «just as he chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. s He
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, s to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace s that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °
he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, » as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. = In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, = so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. = In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; » this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 1:1-18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being # in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake
it. ® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. & He himself was not the light, but
he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. ° He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world
did not know him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 3 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. * And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
continued...
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15 John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ” ¢ From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. !’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 8 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the
Father’'s heart, who has made him known.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

SONG OF RESPONSE What Child is This Next Page

SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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SONG OF RESPONSE ELW 296
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What Child is This

GREENSLEEVES
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I What child is this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners

here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an - gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
all who are in need.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of God’s People.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of
Peace.

C Amen.

P Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that we
have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always recognized
your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry
out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to
make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that harm your
innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and teach
us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

(@ lav)

P God’s grace upon grace flows over you. * Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
C Amen.

OFFERING

The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the plate at
the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if you have any
questions.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings
you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the
earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

C Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Godis now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION SONG

Come to the Child

Gaylen Bourland/Ken Bible

Chorus 1

Come to the Child of Bethlehem

See Him the Son of God and man

Think of the life

That now has filled our flesh and bone

Come to the Child in wonder now

Think of our God imagine how

Heaven could fill this simple Child of Bethlehem
Come and worship

Come and honor Him

Come and bow Now lay your pride and plans aside
Come and praise Him

Lift your heart to Him

He is your God He is your hope and He is love
Worship your Lord the simple Child of Bethlehem

Chorus 2

Come to the table of the Lord

See Him the bread and wine out-poured
Think of the holy life He brings to every heart
Come to the feast in wonder now

Think of His love imagine how

You are invited to this table of the Lord
Alleluia Alleluia

Holy Lamb of God the Savior of the world
Alleluia Lord we lift our hearts

You are the Way You are the Truth and You are love
You are invited to this table of the Lord

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His

Grace.
C Amen.

BLESSING

P The triune God, glorious Mystery,
holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter,

+ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

C Amen.
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SENDING SONG ELW 540

Go, Make Disciples

GO MAKE DISCIPLES
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“Go, make dis - c1-ples, bap-tiz -ing them, teach-ing  them.
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Go, be the salt of the earth. Go, be the light for the world.
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serv - ing me. Go, make dis - ci - ples”
DISMISSAL

A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

COPYRIGHTS
COME TO THE CHILD Gaylen Bourland, Ken Bible CCLI Song# 4496904 © 2005 Pilot Point Music (admin by Music Services obo Lillenas Publishing Company)

GO MAKE DISCIPLES Contributors: Handt Hanson Tune: © 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, Inc.

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.
LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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