KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

January 26, 2025 Third Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Amazing Grace arr. Christina Harmon

WELCOME

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of
life.

C Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the
worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that
we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

(@ lav)

P God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In & Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.

C Amen.
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7 GATHERING HYMN ELW 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness NETTLETON
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One who drove out de - mons with a pierc-ing, two -edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the wver -y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev -’ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . ... for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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7 CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ELW S187 This is the Feast
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% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever
hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
L A reading from the twelfth chapter of 1st Corinthians.

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we
are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a
mark of the church today.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. '3 For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of
one Spirit. * Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. *° If the foot
would say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. ¢ And if the ear would say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. ! If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? ¥ But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them,
as he chose. ¥ If all were a single member, where would the body be? ?° As it is, there are
many members, yet one body. 2! The eye cannot say to the hand, “l have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 22 and those members of the body that
we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are
treated with greater respect; 2* whereas our more respectable members do not need this.
But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 2° that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for
one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together with it. 2 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of
it. 2 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers;
then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various
kinds of tongues. 2° Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? 3° Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3!2 But
strive for the greater gifts.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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® GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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% GOSPEL John 4:14-21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he
states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.

hen Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about

him spread through all the surrounding country. ®*He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone. * When he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, !’ and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: ' “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 1°to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 2° And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 2! Then he
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Joe Tallent

ANTHEM The Gift of Love arr. Camp Kirkland
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.
A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GoD’s PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

7 OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

EPIPHANY 3 PAGE 8




COMMUNION HYMN ELW 489
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Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness
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Has-ten as a bride to meet him, ea - ger - ly and glad-ly greet him.
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Je - sus, source of last-ing plea-sure, tru - est friend, and dear-est trea - sure,
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wor - thi - ly let me re-ceiveyou, and, so fa-vored,nev -er leave you.
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% POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

% POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound NEW BRITAIN
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.
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A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Postlude on "Nettleton" arr. Jason D. Payne
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Sunday, January 26, 2025—Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. Timothy
became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned with Paul at
Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake.

Monday, January 27, 2025—Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent
her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a deacon
in the church at Cenchrae.

Tuesday, January 28, 2025—Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas worked
to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the Order of
Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.

0
YOU
ARE

1 CORINTHIA

e

51221

COPYRIGHTS

SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS Contributors: Augsburg Fortress Text: © 1978, 1998 Augsburg Fortress
PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS Contributors: Rusty Edwards Text © 1987, Hope Publishing Company
MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.
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