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 Please stand as you are able.  
Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
 

PRELUDE                                    Even So, Lord Jesus, Come                       arr. Robert J. Hughes   
 

WELCOME 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,  
 arriving soon. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P God of mercy, 
C we confess that we have sinned.  
 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P God of might, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 
 

P God in our midst, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 
 We plead: come to us. 
 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

P A righteous branch springs forth:  it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 
 forgiveness, life, and mercy.  
 

 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
 therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
 Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 

Kimball Memorial  Lutheran Church  

   101 Vance St.  Kannapolis, NC   28081   
   

      December 15, 2024                              Third Sunday of Advent  
                                        11:00 am 



ADVENT 3                                                                                                                                                                                                         PAGE 2 

 GATHERING HYMN    ELW 311      Hail to the Lord’s Anointed      FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN  
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                         Next Page  
 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
 preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
 repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 
 

READING   Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in Philippi to trust 
God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace.  
 

L A reading from the fourth chapter of Philippians. 
 

R ejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
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 KYRIE     ELW S184                     
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW S188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 GOSPEL   Luke 3:7-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a matter 
of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity.  
  

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C 
 
 
 

J ohn said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.” 15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18 So, with many other 
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
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SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer       
                                                                      

ANTHEM                                      A Star will Soon Shine                       Nancy Price and Don Besig  
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 3 
 

A We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath 
 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on this wreath, 
 strengthen our hearts 
 as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. 
 Enlighten us with your grace, 
 that we may serve our neighbors in need. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C Amen. 
 

SONG   ELW 240         Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah   v.  3               TIF IN VELDELE 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
          We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
 long for God’s presence.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.  
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 
 the name of Jesus Christ.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 186                     Create in Me a Clean Heart     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 
 draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 
 this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the  pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to 
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power,  
           and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
P God feeds us with tender mercy.  
 Come to the table. 

 
 

Receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 292             Love Has Come                                   UN FLAMBEAU  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS  
PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY  Contributors: Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Augsburg Fortress 
LOVE HAS COME Contributors:  Renewing Worship Tune© 2003 Augsburg Fortress 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                        Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you 
 for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with 
 mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the 
 hungry in your name. 
C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 
 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever.    
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                        Prepare the Royal Highway                                    Next Page 

  

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                              Echo Chorus                                                     Stewart Landon   
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SENDING HYMN     ELW 264           Prepare the Royal Highway      BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


