KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

December 15, 2024 Third Sunday of Advent
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Even So, Lord Jesus, Come arr. Robert J. Hughes

WELCOME
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,
arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have
forgiveness, life, and mercy.

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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¥ GATHERING HYMN ELW 311

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid’s great-er Son!
2 You come with res - cue speed - y to those who suf -fer wrong,
3 You shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful -earth;

4 Kings shall fall down be - fore

you, and gold and

in - cense bring;
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, your reign on ecarth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, spring in your path to  birth.
all na - tions shall a - dore you, your praise all peo-ple sing.
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You come to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap - tve
to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to
Be - fore you on the moun - tains shall peace, the her - ald,
To you shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as -
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free, to take a - way trans - gres - sion and
light, whose souls, con - demned and dy - ing,  are
go; and righ - teous - ness in foun - tains from
cend; your king - dom  still in - creas - Ing, a
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rule  in eq - ui - ty.
pre - cious n your sight.
hill to val - ley flow.
king - dom with - out end.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE Next Page

% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Philippians 4:4-7
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in Philippi to trust
God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God'’s joy and peace.

L A reading from the fourth chapter of Philippians.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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T KYRIE ELWS184
n Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
é g*## N — I'E N
K F 4 _d e — — I ) \ — ‘S
) ~ ~
Ky-m -e e - let - son, ev-ty day.
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| For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peace in our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - m -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . ... for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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® GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - Iu - ia.
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Al-le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia. Al-le - Iu - ia.
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Al-le - Iu - 1a, al - le - lu - ia.

¥ GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God'’s reign is not a matter
of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to  vyou, O Lord.

ohn said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? & Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ° Even now the ax is lying at the root of
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.” 19 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” ! In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.” 2 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
“Teacher, what should we do?” '3 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” 4 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied
with your wages.” 1° As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, !¢ John answered all of
them by saying, “l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than | is coming; |
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” '8 So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor John Futterer
ANTHEM A Star will Soon Shine Nancy Price and Don Besig

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 3

A We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors in need.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

C Amen.
SONG ELW 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah v. 3 TIF IN VELDELE
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful - fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that
long for God’s presence.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Lord, in your mercy,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in
the name of Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
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% OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 186

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

OFFERING PRAYER

P

C

Let us pray. Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you
draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with
this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you'’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 292

Love Has Come

UN FLAMBEAU
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1 Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love i1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev-er will leave wus! Love 1is life ev-er -
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Beth-le- hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love 1s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

% POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C Amen.

COPYRIGHTS

PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY Contributors: Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Augsburg Fortress
LOVE HAS COME Contributors: Renewing Worship Tune© 2003 Augsburg Fortress
MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.
LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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7 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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Thank-ful hearts and  voic-es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done. Let
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ev - ry-one who seeks theLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom-is-es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - Ing. Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P  Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you
for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with
mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the
hungry in your name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P  God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway Next Page

DISMISSAL

A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Echo Chorus Stewart Landon
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SENDING HYMN  ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway  BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!

4 His 1s no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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