KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE AVE. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

November 19,2023  Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 am

P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation

PRELUDE O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing arr. T. Osman
Handbell Choir

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete.

C Amen.

P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we
have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown,
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive
us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to
you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People Come ELW 693

GREETING

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

]
)4
J

and for the unity of all,

o - > & & & & )

let us to the Lord.

pray

[~4

cy.

)
)" 4
S

Lord, have mer -

)
é;n 2
© kY * o 4 o4 e 2
7

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW S149

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and
wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
(Please be seated)
LET’S TALK
ANTHEM Seek Ye First ~D. Wagner
FIRST READING Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the LORD as one of
Jjudgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old
Testament accounts of the day of the LORD.

L  Areading from Zephaniah...

B e silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared
a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. ?At that time | will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and | will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say
in their hearts, “The LorD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 3Their wealth shall be
plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 14The great day of
the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the
warrior cries aloud there. °That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, '%a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the
lofty battlements. 71 will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and
their flesh like dung. 8Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day
of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full,
a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal
life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead,
will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

L Areading from 1 Thessalonians...

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. #For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
died. °For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. *¢For the Lord
himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. ’Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the
air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. ¥Therefore encourage one another with these
words.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

L Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151a
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GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter.
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Glo - ry to  vyou, 0 Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as
they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.
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J esus said to the disciples: “*“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; **to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. *The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. ’In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. ¥But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. °After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts
with them. ?°Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five
more talents.” 2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” 2And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.’” 23His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, |
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 2*Then the one who
had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; ?°so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.” 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap
where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? 2’Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with
interest. 286So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. >*For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 3°As for this worthless slave, throw
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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(C] Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Rev. Dr. Delmer Chilton
HYMN OF THE DAY Give Thanks BOB 65
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need. Please kneel or be seated, as able, for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
(Especially greet the children and youth.)

OFFERING PRESENTATION (Please stand, as able) ELW 182
C 0

"
[ T I I 1 I

I T I | | | A | Il | | =
HOY | — 1 1 & | | 0

[B.\av4 I | - & = I

o I

& &> - & - ~—
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

{ 1008

[— n Y T

| — | I
I I T 1 | — |

{18
{ 150

I
T
I
1

L 108

—
I & - 1 |
hd < - !
bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be

 (amY i T

(4 ' I | | | — | I 1 I t

| I | Il | I - |

& = T r

fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -

N 4 [r—
= T T — i —— f T T [ p— T m—
J - ) T | = T
# . . } — ;l s
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta -ble with your
0 N

[ 1 1 S— | T T T N T - T i |
S R e s 1
b I et & C & | D=0 i |

~ ! - - > =

pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your
table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast
upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Servant.

C Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P There s a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You.

COMMUNION HYMN We Praise You, O God ELW 870

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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PosT COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW 204
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on the way.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679

DISMISSAL
A Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God arr. D. Hustad

COPYRIGHTS

FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION Contributors: Fred Pratt Green, arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams Words (c)1970 Hope Publishing Company Arr. PD in the USA

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING Contributors: Terry Osman Tune © 2018 The Lorenz Corporation (admin by Music Services) All Rights Reserved

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD Contributors: Don Hustad © 1970 Hope Publishing Company Tune: © 1970 Hope Publishing Company

SEEK YE FIRST Contributors: Karen Lafferty Label Copy: Copyright © 1972 Cccm Music (ASCAP) Universal Music—Brentwood Benson Publ. (adm. At Capitol CMG Publishing.com)
GIVE THANKS CCLI Song# 20285 Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. By Integrity Music)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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