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TRAVELING MUSIC / WELCOME                           
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
C Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, 
 and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.       

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P God of new beginnings, 
C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We have strayed from your 
 paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your 
 creation.  Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 
 we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
 Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
 your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 2 
A Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of  Jesse 
 who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the  oppressor, who will 
 stand as a signal of hope for all people. As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the 
 fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and  harmony with one another, and 
 fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. O people of hope, come, 
C let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.  
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READING    Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of 
Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be 
restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.  
 

L A reading from the eleventh chapter of Isaiah. 
 

A  shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the 
poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf 
and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day 
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, 
and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive 
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats 
after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may 
continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at 
the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to 
receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION             (Sung) 
C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember the 
 promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we 
 share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of  our bonds of 
 peace around the table of the King. 
 P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds 
 that heal, the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.   
 

Refrain 
C So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our 
 bonds of love around the table of the King. 
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P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and remember He 
 drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
 

Refrain                                                                    
C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to 
 follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth.  As we share in His suffering, 
 we proclaim Christ will come again!  And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the 
 table of the King. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P   Here is life. God is with us.  Come, receive what God has promised.  

 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You. 

 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                               Even So, Come                               Chris Tomlin 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
 Grace.    
C   Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE SONG                   Jesus, Name Above All Names                               Naida Hearn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.      
C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DAY 
A Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
 coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK 
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 GOSPEL   Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 
and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.  
  

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

I n those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ”4 Now John wore 
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going 
out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, 
bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that 
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with 
water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”   
                                                                                                                         

P The Gospel of the Lord     
C Praise to you,  O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                       Pastor John Futterer 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
  is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true 
  God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
  made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our  
  sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On  
  the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  
  heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to  
  judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
  and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has  
  spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the   
  resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We 
 share in this peace of Christ in the Church today.  The peace of the Lord be with  you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
 renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.  

A   Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.  

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.” 

 

P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
 through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  
C   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P May God who comes among us, 
 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
 and good news to share today and always. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                              Messiah                                                   Larry Olson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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