KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 9, 2025 First Sunday in Lent
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Voluntary on "Slane" arr. Jason D. Payne
WELCOME
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS JAMES AND LYDIA DILLON

@™ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of
life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the
worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that
we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.

| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In +F Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,

live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.
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v GATHERING HYMN ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision SLANE
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
0 |
"l | I
2 | I
- o o
naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first N my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - c¢y.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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7 PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to
the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through

the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.

LET’S TALK
READING Romans 10:8b-13

L A reading from the tenth chapter of Romans.

Children’s Time

Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in the risen

Christ as Lord.

he word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); ° because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 1° For one believes with the heart
and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. ! The scripture says,
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 2 For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. *3For,

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

7 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELWS142
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he 1is gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.
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T GOSPEL Luke 4:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses
to the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”

J esus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” # Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.”” ® Then the devil led him up and
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. ¢ And the devil said to him, “To you
| will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and | give it to
anyone | please. ’ If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” & Jesus answered him,
“It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ” °® Then the devil took him
to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 1 for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you, to protect you,” ' and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you
will not dash your foot against a stone.’” ” 2 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.”” 3 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from
him until an opportune time.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
ANTHEM How Deep the Father's Love for Us arr. Larry Shackley
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “God, in your mercy,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
C Amen.

7 SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening
your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our
commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P All who are hungry, come!

The feast of grace is spread.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 319 O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days CONSOLATION
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T POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C Amen.
¥ PosT COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW 201 Now Lord
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P  Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish
the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine SHOWALTER
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have 1 to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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lean - ing on Je - sus, lean - ing on Je - sus,
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Blessed Art Thou Janie Alexander Patterson

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Monday, March 10, 2025 Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the institution was
abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after slavery was abolished, and
discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic
journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving.

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604

Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. Giving this
up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship through the
establishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his
honor.

COPYRIGHTS

O LORD THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS Contributors: Gilbert E Doan © Text: 1978 Augsburg Fortress

WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE Contributors: Evangelical Lutheran Worship © Tune: Setting 2006 Augsburg Fortress

NOW LORD (Plainsong) Contributors: Lutheran Book of Worship Tune: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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