KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

May 4, 2025 Third Sunday of Easter
8:30 am

Congregation responses in Bold.

WELCOME

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING

P

C

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

OPENING SONG Next Page

PRAYER OF DAY
A Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud

your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire
us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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OPENING SONG

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
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READING Revelation 5:11-14
L Areading from the fifth chapter of Revelation.

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its center
is “the Lamb who was slain.”

hen | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living

creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, 2 singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” '3 Then | heard
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and
glory and might forever and ever!” * And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the
elders fell down and worshiped.

L Word of God, word of life.  C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 21:1-19
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the
fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.

fter [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by

the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. ? Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. # Just after daybreak,
Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” ¢ He said to them, “Cast the net
to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to
haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and
jumped into the sea. & But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. ° When they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. ° Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” ! So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 2 Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”
because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. 1 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead. > When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” ¢ A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” 7 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.

continued...
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18 Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else
will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” '° (He said this to indicate
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

SONG OF RESPONSE We Fall Down Chris Tomlin
Verse Chorus

We fall down And we cry holy holy holy

We lay our crowns And we cry holy holy holy

At the feet of Jesus And we cry holy holy holy is the Lamb

The greatness of mercy and love

At the feet of Jesus

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the
Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C Amen.
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SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us
with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your
seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you
may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the
ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:

The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION SONG ELW 661 | Love to Tell the Story HANKEY
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PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
Grace.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, #* Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG All the People Said Amen Matt Maaher
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DisMISSAL

A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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