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GATHERING MUSIC  
      How Majestic Is Your Name                 Michael W. Smith                                             W&P 66  
      Great is the Lord                                     Michael W. Smith                                             W&P 53 
  

WELCOME                           
                            

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the 
 mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the 
 world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

 

Reading                                                                                                                     2 Kings 2:1-12 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their 
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of 
the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.  
 

L A reading from the second chapter of 2nd Kings. 
 

N ow when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has 

sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 4Elijah said to him, 
“Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But 
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 
went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground.                                                                continued... 
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9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 
in two pieces.  
 
 

L Word of God, word of life.        
C Thanks be to God. 
 

L   Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                    Mark 9:2-9 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
   

 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers 
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
  

S ix days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only 
Jesus. 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you,  O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                    Pastor John Futterer
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SONG OF RESPONSE                       Come to the Mountain                                                 W&P 32 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
 makes our joy complete. 
C Amen. 
 

P    Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Steadfast and faithful God, 
C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
 the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
 others.  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
 demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away 
 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right 
 path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
 forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by 
 his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
 name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
          We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A  As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the  
  church, the world, and all of creation.   

Each prayer petition will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers 
 of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
C Amen. 

 
SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share 

in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your  gifts to 
 the table, that all might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior. 
C Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive 
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your 
seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you 
may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the 
ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive   
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

 

INVITATION 
P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 

      You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
     The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You. 
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COMMUNION SONG                             Beautiful Savior                                          ELW 838 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His  
  Grace.  
C  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P  The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives  
  in you, bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                           We Are Marching in the Light of God                      Next Page 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS 
WE ARE MARCHING IN THE LIGHT OF GOD Contributors:  Anders Nyberg  Words and Music: © 1984 Walton Music 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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SENDING SONG                           We Are Marching in the Light of God                      ELW 866 
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