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 Please stand as you are able.  
Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                Morning Joy                                              Louise E. Stairs   
 

WELCOME 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation,  
 arriving soon. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P God of mercy, 
C we confess that we have sinned.  
 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P God of might, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 
 

P God in our midst, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 
 We plead: come to us. 
 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

P A righteous branch springs forth:  it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 
 forgiveness, life, and mercy.  
 

 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
 therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
 Father and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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 GATHERING HYMN    ELW 723         Canticle of the Turning           STAR OF COUNTY DOWN  
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                         Next Page  
 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
 might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
 always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 
 

READING   Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will 
come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel 
and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.  
 

L A reading from the fifth chapter of Micah. 
 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
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 KYRIE     ELW S184                     
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW S188 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 GOSPEL   Luke 1:39-45  
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In 
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, 
and fulfills all things.  
  

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C 
 
 
 

I n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 

heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 
to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her by the Lord.”  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C 
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SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer       
                                                                      

ANTHEM                                                  Advent Hymn                               arr. Joseph M. Martin  
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 4 
 

A We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time 
 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on this wreath, 
 open our eyes to see your presence 
 in the lowly ones of this earth. 
 Enlighten us with your grace, 
 that we may sing of your advent among us 
 in the Word made flesh. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C Amen. 
 

SONG   ELW 240                  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                  TIF IN VELDELE 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
          We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
 long for God’s presence.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.  
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 
 the name of Jesus Christ.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 186                     Create in Me a Clean Heart     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you 
 draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 
 this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to 
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power,  
           and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
P God feeds us with tender mercy.  
 Come to the table. 

 
 

Receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 487             What Feast of Love                               GREENSLEEVES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS  
CANTICLE OF THE TURNING Contributors: Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 
WHAT FEAST OF LOVE  Contributors:  Delores Dufner, GREENSLEEVES © Delores Dufner, OSB, © 1986, 1993, The Sisters of St. Benedict. Published by OCP 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                        Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you 
 for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with 
 mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the 
 hungry in your name. 
C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 
 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever.    
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                                      Joy to the World                                          Next Page 

  

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                              Behold, He Cometh!                            Mary Elizabeth Dexter  
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SENDING HYMN     ELW 267                    Joy to the World                                      ANTIOCH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


