KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

February 1, 2026 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Meditation on “Fountain” arr. James J. Stanley

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C Amen.

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense
of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right
words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and
give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with
you, our God. Amen.

(@ lav)

P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring
of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives
your sin in = Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless
you with the gift of peace.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Next Page

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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7 GATHERING HYMN ELW 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart MARION
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Sall 1hift your stan-dard high, still  march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.

send forth the stur - dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

® PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance
in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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READING Micah 6:1-8
L A reading from the sixth chapter of Micah.

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has
“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to
earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly
in God'’s service.

ear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills

hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with
Israel.

3“0 my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! “ For |
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and |
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. ®> O my people, remember now what King Balak
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim
to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

6 “With what shall | come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” & He has told you, O mortal, what
is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to
walk humbly with your God?

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

™ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

! When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
SERMON HYMN Thy Holy Wings Next Page
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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¥ SERMON HYMN ELW613 Thy Holy Wings BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR
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my strength and por - tion, my rock and hid - ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe -ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren great and small,
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.

T SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if
you have any questions.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared
for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what
we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Come to the table; taste and see.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN WOV 696 All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK

Refrain
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All things bright and beau - ti - ful, all crea-tures great and  small,
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all things wise and  won - der - ful, the Lord God made them all.
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1 Each lit - tle flow’r that o - pens, each lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur- ple-head - ed moun-tains, the riv - er run - ning by,
3 The cold wind in the win - ter, the pleas-ant sum-mer sun,
4 God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
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God made their glow-ing col - ors, God made their ti - ny  wings.

the sun - set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the  sky.
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, God made them ev - ry  one.
how great is God Al - might -y, who has made all things well.

¥ POoST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.
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7 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P May the triune God,

- ing.

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
= bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

How Firm a Foundation

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Fantasy in A Minor

Al - le-lu - ia,

al - le-lu -

ia.

Next Page

Edward Broughton
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Monday, February 2, 2026—Presentation of Our Lord

Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the temple in
accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged priest who offered the song
"Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the
redemption of Israel.

Tuesday, February 3, 2026—Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where he was named
bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people.

Thursday, February 5, 2026—The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597

Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The
religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified.
Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later prospered
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