KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

July 5, 2026 6th Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am
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Congregation responses in Bold.
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the
weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.

C Amen.

P Let us bring every burden to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of all mercy,
we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves and
our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done, and the
evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion
and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

O T

P All-merciful, AlImighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of " Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good.
C Amen.

OPENING SONG God Bless Our Native Land Next Page

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you,
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

COPYRIGHTS
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OPENING SONG ELW 891

God Bless Our Native Land

Julia Ward Howe
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1 God bless our na - tive land; firm may it ev - er stand
2 So shall our prayers a - rise to God a - bove the skies,
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through storm and night.  When the wild tem - pestsrave, Rul - er of
on whom we  wait. Thou who art ev - er nigh, guard-ing with
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wind and wave, do thou our coun - try save by  thy great might.
watch-ful eye, to thee a - loud we cry: God save the state!
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Reading Romans 7:15-25a

L A reading from the seventh chapter of Romans.

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to
be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |

hate. ' Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. '/ But in fact it is no
longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. * For | know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. 1° For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. 2° Now if | do
what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. 2! So | find it to be
a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For | delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, 23 but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 2* Wretched person
that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 2% Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

J esus spoke to the crowd saying: '® “To what will | compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, !’ ‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ *® “For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; *° the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 2° At that time Jesus said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 2 yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 2 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3° For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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SONG OF RESPONSE ELW 888 O Beautiful For Spacious Skies

Bates /Ward
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3 O  beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till  all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-'ry gain di - vine.
con-firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’Ss PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING SONG ELW 884 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow Thomas Ken
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.
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OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come to the altar for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged Communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you're here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:

The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

PENTECOST 6 PAGE 6




COMMUNION SONG

Here is Bread

Graham Kendrick

Verse 1

Here is bread here is wine
Christ is with us He is with us
Break the bread drink the wine
Christ is with us here

Verse 2

Here is grace here is peace
Christ is with us He is with us
Know His grace find His peace
Feast on Jesus here

Chorus

In this bread there is healing
In this cup there's life forever
In this moment by the Spirit
Christ is with us here

Verse 3

Here we are joined in one
Christ is with us He is with us
We'll proclaim 'til He comes
Jesus crucified

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His

Grace.
C Amen.

BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

Next Page
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SENDING SONG ELW 890 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory Julia Ward Howe
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1 Mine eyes have seen the glo - ry of the com - ing of  the Lord;
2 He has sound-ed forth the trum - pet that shall nev - er call re-treat;
3 In the beau - ty of the lil - ies Christ was born a-cross the sea,
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his truth is march - ing on.
Our God 1s march - ing on.
while God is march - ing on.
Refrain
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Glo -1y, glo -ry!Hal-1le - lu - jah! His truth is march-ing  on.
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