KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

October 11, 2026 20th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 AM
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T Piease stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE In His Presence Donald Lee Moore

WELCOME

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *# Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing
gift of grace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Next Page

+ GREETING
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.




+ GATHERING HYMN ELW 533

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty UNSER HERRSCHER
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
N | 4
et st
=ESE S S-S ==
" . e p— ,i —
© v EE S SiSSSE= =
J 7 s 3 # % - I
where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul, where it 1s plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
N |
IR R I A
N = = . —
e e e B — ——
! 1 -
%ﬁ—‘. 15— : .-
= s 3
Oh, how bless-ed 1s  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all T hear may be fruit-ful un -to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



T CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S148  Glory to God in the Highest
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C Amen.
(Please be seated)
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds
in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

L. Areading from the fourth chapter of Philippains.

! My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved. ?I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3
Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names
are in the book of life. *Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. ®Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ® As for the
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of
peace will be with you.

L. Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151
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Al-le - Iu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al-le -lu - 1.




+ GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to
be taken lightly.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

' Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ?“The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. ® He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. * Again he sent other slaves, saying,
‘“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ ° But they made
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, °® while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. " The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but
those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.’ '° Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found,
both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. ! “But when the king came in to
see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, '* and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. ** Then the
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '* For many are called, but few are chosen.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Liz Fisher
ANTHEM Come to the Feast Mary Kay Beall
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come

again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.



+ SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

t OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 182  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER

P God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning
to your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our
ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are
available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on
request. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 625 Come, We That Love the Lord MARCHING TO ZION
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev-er knew our God;
3 The hill of Zi - on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - ‘ry tear be dry;
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join in a song with sweet ac-cord, join in a song with
but chil - dren of the heav’'n - ly King, but  chil - dren of the
be - fore we reach the heav’'n - ly fields, be - fore we reach the

we’re march - ing through Im - man - uel’s ground, we’re march - ing through Im -
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sweet ac-cord and thus sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.
heav’'n-ly King may tell their joys a-broad, may tell theirjoys a - broad.
heav'n-ly fields, or walk the gold-en streets, or walk the gold-en streets.
man -uel’s ground, to  fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
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we're march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of God.
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+ PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding
of the Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of grace " bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Be Thou My Vision Next Page
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Voluntary on “Slane” Jason D. Payne

COPYRIGHTS

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License SAS003917
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* SENDING HYMN WOV 776 Be Thou My Vision SLANE
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - ry won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav-en’s joys, O heav -en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, thou my high tow’r,
thou, and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Powr of my  pow'r
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.’
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