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 Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
PRELUDE                                                 
 

WELCOME 
 
 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

P  Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P  Compassionate God, 
C  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
  In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
  Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
  will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are  
  forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
C  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                     What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                      Next Page 
 

 GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN   ELW 774       What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine      SHOWALTER  
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 KYRIE     ELW  S184                    
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE   ELW S187              This is the Feast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compass
 sion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way 
 of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen. 



PENTECOST 8                                                                                 11:00 AM                                                                                          PAGE 5 

(Please be seated) 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

       

Reading    Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

L    A reading from the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah. 
 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in 
God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.  
 

 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.    
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW S188 
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 GOSPEL   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all 
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did 
these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the 
weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them 
in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 36 Then he left the crowds 
and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 
weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43

 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears listen!”  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Bind Us Together                                               Next Page  
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed  
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   WOV 767        All Things Bright and Beautiful                   ROYAL OAK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
 world, and all of creation.  
 

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.” 

 
 

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
 cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.  
C Amen. 
 
 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 182       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
 share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C Amen. 
         

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to 
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P Heaven has come near. 
 Come, share in the feast! 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 487            What Feast of Love                               GREENSLEEVES 
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 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the  
  abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
  love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the  
  Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God,  
 bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                                       O Zion, Haste!                                                   Next Page  
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    
 
 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026—Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter 
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his 
ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 
 
Thursday, July 23, 2026—Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she 
gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a 
woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 
 
Saturday, July 25, 2026—James, Apostle 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call 
from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only 
one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2).                                  
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 SENDING HYMN   ELW 668                O Zion, Haste                              ANGELIC SONGS  
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The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one  
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