KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 22, 2026 Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:30 am

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

C Amen.

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

O

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

READING Romans 8:6-11

L Areading from the eighth chapter of Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our
actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

o set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’

For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God’s law—indeed, it cannot, & and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ° But you
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ° But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG Firm Foundation Nancy Gordon, Jamie Harvill

o) | | ] p— — pum—) P—
e | | [ I | [ | || | | [ || | [ | ]
. [T | | 1 & » | |
PY) I | I |
Je - sus, Youre my firm foun - da - tion, I know I can stand se - cure;
3 H — —
] I — | | ——— R P— — i - I S ey
#@‘ || J ' | | 7 I ™ | | 1 | | 1T |
ANV [ ﬁ bt 1 %]
Py} 1 T ~— ~
Je - sus, Youre my firm foun - da - tion, I put my hope in Your ho - 1ly Word,

Fine VERSE
1N i i ! f 7 r T i o o f i | ]
i — ‘! i I 11 I { 0{ ﬂj - | i |

V Ih o
[ £ W4 VA
o o
I put my hope in Your ho - ly Word. 1.1 have a liv - ing hope,
2. Your Word 1is faith -  ful,
12
O o S i i | - i — r— T e ——
| | i Id- | | | | | I=I- | | | | |
U v] I V] ]
(I have a liv - ing hope,) 1 have a fu - ture; (I have a fu - ture))
(Your Word is faith -  ful)) might - y in pow - er; (might - y in pow - er;)

God has a plan for me, (God has a plan for me,)of this I’'m sure, of
God will de - liv - er me, (God will de - liv - er me,)of this I’'m sure, of
18 " D.C. al Fine
i — = - . — | 1
1565) 0 I D) e
o |4 I 4
this I'm sure.
this I'm sure.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Sung)

C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember the
promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we
share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our bonds of
peace around the table of the King.

P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds that
heal, the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.

Refrain

C Sowe share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our
bonds of love around the table of the King.

P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and remember He
drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God.

Refrain

C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to
follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. As we share in His suffering,
we proclaim Christ will come again! And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the
table of the King.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Hereis the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats
after you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may
continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at
the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to
receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

COMMUNION SONG | Am the Bread of Life Next Page

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.

C Amen.

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF DAY

A Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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COMMUNION SONG

| Am the Bread of Life

Suzanne Toolan
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GOSPEL John 11:1-45
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

ow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 2 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord,
he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” °
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, © after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus answered,
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. ° But those who walk at night stumble because
the light is not in them.” 1! After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. * Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. '° For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” ¢ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.” ” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb four days. '8 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *°
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 2° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* Martha said to him, “l know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2° Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 2 When
she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. 3! The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 32
When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 3¢ So the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?” 3 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. continued...
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39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” #° Jesus said to her,
“Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 4! So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. #? |
knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,
so that they may believe that you sent me.”  When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.” 4> Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

COPYRIGHTS

DAYS OF ELIJAH Robin Mark CCLI Song# 1537904 © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (admin by Song Solutions)

| AM THE BREAD OF LIFE Suzanne Toolan CCLI Song# 814453 © 1993 GIA Publications)

FIRM FOUNDATION Jamie Harvill, Nancy Gordon Music CCLI Song# 1355753 © 1994 Integrity’s Hosanna Music (admin by Integrity Music)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 185 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world

and its needs.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

BLESSING

P

C

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Days of Elijah Next Page

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SENDING SONG Days of Elijah Robin Mark
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