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Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 

PRELUDE                                          Great is Thy Faithfulness                                arr. Jason D. Payne 

WELCOME   

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. 
C Amen. 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Compassionate God, 
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 

hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing 
gift of grace. 

C Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN                            Here I Am, Lord                                             Next Page 
 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  
    with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN ELW 574              Here I Am, Lord                      HERE I AM, LORD
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 KYRIE   ELW S   147                    
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S148       Glory to God in the Highest 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A  Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit 
     to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through  
     Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C  Amen.                                                      

(Please be seated) 
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LET’S TALK                             Children’s Time 

READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right 
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 

L   A reading from the third chapter of Philippians.

Paul writes:  4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold 
of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L    Word of God, word of life.   
C   Thanks be to God. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151 
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 GOSPEL   MATTHEW 21:33-46 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, 
bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’? 43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it 
will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor John Futterer

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW             444       CRADLING CHILDREN IN HIS ARMS      GAUDEAMUSRITER 
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PRESCHOOL RECOGNITION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A  Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.” 
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.” 

P   Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
A   Please greet those around you with words of peace. 
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 182       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful        

OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are   
     from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our          
     hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

INVITATION 
P Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said: 
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to 
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning 
to your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our 
ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are 
available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on 
request. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad 
you’re here for this Sacrament! 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke      
     it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this      
     for the remembrance of me. 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This      
     cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of         
     sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 595              Jesus Loves Me                    JESUS LOVES ME
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 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C   Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
P   Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 

your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of        
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C   Amen. 

BLESSING 
P   The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C   Amen.
 

P   The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding       
      of the Spirit. 
C   Amen. 

P   The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                        Go, My Children, With My Blessing                        Next Page 

DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
C   Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                        We Give Thanks                                           Janet Rand

COPYRIGHTS 
HERE I AM, LORD:  CONTRIBUTORS:  DAN SCHUTTE TEXT & MUSIC  © OCP
CRADLING CHILDREN IN HIS ARMS CONTRIBUTORS:  JOHANNES H V KNUDSEN TEXT © 1976 AUGSBURG FORTRESS
GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING Contributors: Jaroslave J Vajda Text: © CONCORDIA HOUSE PUBLSIHING
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License SAS003917 
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  SENDING HYMN  ELW 543     Go, My Children, with My Blessing       AR HYD Y NOS 
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