KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

June 16, 2024 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Softly and Tenderly arr. Will L. Thompson

WELCOME

T
P

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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v GATHERING HYMN ELW 824 This is My Father’s World Terra Patris
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I This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’'s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’'s world; I rest me in the thought of

This is my Fa-ther’'s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This i1s my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and ftrees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass [ hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en r1ing; God reigns, let carth be glad!
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7 GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

7 KYRIE ELW S203 Have Mercy on Us, Lord
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

® CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S204 Glory Be to God In Heaven
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah'’s royal
family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the
holy temple.

L Areading from the 17th chapter of Ezekiel.

hus says the Lord God: | myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; | will set it

out. | will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; | myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain. 220n the mountain height of Israel | will plant it, in order that it
may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird
will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 2*All the trees
of the field shall know that | am the LORD. | bring low the high tree, | make high the low tree; |
dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. | the LORD have spoken; | will
accomplish it.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

7 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-1lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
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T GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of
sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Glo - ry to  you, O Lord.

J esus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,?’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow,
he does not know how. 26The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then
the full grain in the head. ?°But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.” 3°He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom
of God, or what parable will we use for it? 3!t is like a mustard seed, which, when sown
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 3?yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of
the air can make nests in its shade.” 33With many such parables he spoke the word to
them, as they were able to hear it; 3*he did not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything in private to his disciples.

P  The Gospel of the Lord.
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[C] Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor John Futterer
? HYMN OF THE DAY Lead On, O King Eternal! Next Page
T AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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+ HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 805

Lead On, O King Eternal! Lancashire
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nall The day of marchhas come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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o - be o —Te
2Ll F F =
)— — PR N N B . ]
G—e—1a— = e e e =
 p— - r | - He f S
Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor Tr10ll of stir-ring drums,
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but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav’'n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a - waits the con - quest; lead on, O God of might!
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

o

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit
and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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Please greet those around you with words of peace.
(Especially greet the children and youth.)

T OFFERING PRESENTATION
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pres - ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Letus pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us
to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW G608  Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling Thompson
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¥ POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

7 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own
life. In your name we pray.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be upon
you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 679 For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS
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1 For  the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it,  thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow -ing,

sow-Ing, reap - ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

si - lent growth while we are
for the hun - gry and de
for the truths that
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sleep-ing,
- spair-ing,

still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Postlude in G Stephen Otis

COPYRIGHTS
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