KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

October 18, 2026 21st Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 AM
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T Piease stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE This Is My Father’s World arr. Jason D. Payne
WELCOME

T CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the

earth.
C Amen.

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *# Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing
gift of grace.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing Next Page

T GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.




+ GATHERING HYMN ELW 886

Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
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2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice, new life the dead re - ceive;
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a-broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



T CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S148  Glory to God in the Highest

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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you a-lone are the Lord,

For you a-lone are the Ho - ly One,
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High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

you a-lone are the Most

0 & . ‘
DA TR — T |
EESEEE S S S === ==
I ' — < g O
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;

created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

(Please be seated)
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances
to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope
makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

L. Areading from the first chapter of 1* Thessalonians.

! Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and
mention you in our prayers, constantly *remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. *For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, °because our message of the gospel
came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with
joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and
in Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you
turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God '°and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

L. Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151

04

Al-le - lu - Ja Lord, to whom shall we go?
_p—ﬁ I . | I
y 4T i I | | i ul
T I - | r 4)
6 ¢ oo o] -
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - .

+ GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s
people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



>The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. '° So they sent their disciples to
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with
partiality. !’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” ' But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? ' Show me the
coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. * Then he said to them, “Whose head is
this and whose title?” *! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” > When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

* HYMNOF THE DAY ELW632 O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills 1n or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our ¢ - ter-nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come

again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

t SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

* OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 182  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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OFFERING PRAYER

P God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning
to your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our
ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are
available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on
request. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God  to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my  face to the 1is - ing
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+ PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding
of the Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of grace " bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN This is My Father’s World Next Page
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing arr. Jason D. Payne

COPYRIGHTS
MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License SAS003917
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T SENDING HYMN ELW 824 This is My Father’s World TERRA PATRIS
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1 This 1s my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t’'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; let me not for - get that,

.

oh,
-
|

F

TR

.
g

1

S

:

i -
» » —»
SR A A
na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’'s world; 1 rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
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rus - thing grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav -en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!
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Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?” They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give

therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s.”
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