ST AP KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
< 101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

September 28, 2025 16th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE God Is Love Roger C. Wilson

WELCOME

® CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
C Amen.

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy
on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been
found. Amen.

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of # Jesus, your sins
are forgiven!

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In Next page

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world.
Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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T GATHERING HYMN ELW 532 Gather Us In GATHER US IN
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see In this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us 1in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus in and hold us for-ev - er gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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PsALM 146
L A reading from the Psalm 146.

! Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2 | will praise the Lord as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God all my life long.
3 Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
9The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
19 The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELWS151
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.
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GOSPEL Luke 16:19-31
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear
that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

esus said: 1° “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who

feasted sumptuously every day. 2° And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 2! who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 2?2 The poor man died and was carried
away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 2 In
Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away
with Lazarus by his side. ?* He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for | am in agony in these
flames.” 2° But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your
good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you
are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us.” 27 He said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 22 for |
have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place
of torment.” 2 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to
them.’ 3 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they
will repent.” 3! He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
HYMN OF THE DAY Next Page

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 825

You Servants of God
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I You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro - claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
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Je -sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing,

an - gels

as - crib - ing sal - va - tion
an - gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and
a - bove, and thanks nev -er ceas-ing, and

to

Je - sus, our king!
wor -ship the Lamb.

in - fin - 1ite

love!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace.”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and

friend.
C Amen.

T SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in
the plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.

ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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bread i1s bro-ken,the wine 1s poured, Christ is spo-ken and seen and heard.

Refrain
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides
for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion
this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.
You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

BEACH SPRING

Still  your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for
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Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,

bread;

As we  wor-ship, grant us  vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'Ty gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make 1t whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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T POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
=+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning STAR OF COUNTY DOWN
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1 My soul  cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though 1 am small, my ... God, my all, you . . .
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food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod <can be
0 4 .
s ia— — — ! !i - !i — I o I
o+ &= = ’ B SR I
J | g L &
name be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.

ILE T T T P I I ! ' ' I — et I
[ (a4n) r— I I I I I P P ﬁ ﬁ_'_d.l| 7 I
P ! b -

[

%4‘ o | & |

Wipe a - way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Gloria Charles Sergisson

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Monday, September 29, 2025—Michael and All Angels

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with the other angels and archangels.
The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no
physical body.

Tuesday, September 30, 2025—Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical
Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate.

Saturday, October 4, 2025—Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars
Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of
gratitude for all of God's creation.

Saturday, October 4, 2025—Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. He was influenced in this by
Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world
to take up this ministry.

COPYRIGHTS
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