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 Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
PRELUDE                                                 
 

WELCOME 
 
 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

P  Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P  Compassionate God, 
C  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
  In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
  Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
  will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are  
  forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
C  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                     Praise to the Lord the Almighty                                   Next Page 
 

 GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN   ELW 858       Praise to the Lord the Almighty               LOBE DEN HERREN  
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 KYRIE     ELW  S184                    
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 CANTICLE OF PRAISE   ELW S187              This is the Feast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
 Spirit  help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
 and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

       

Reading    Romans 8:1-11 
 

L    A reading from the eighth chapter of Romans. 
 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.  
 

T herefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For 

God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 
in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 
that dwells in you.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.    
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW S188 
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 GOSPEL   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 
news produces different results in those who hear.  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

T hat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 

on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5

 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”  18 “Hear, then, the parable of 
the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.”  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Bind Us Together                                               Next Page  
 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                                                                                See Insert 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   WOV 748             Bind Us Together                        BIND US TOGETHER  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
 world, and all of creation.  
 

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.” 

 
 

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
 cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.  
C Amen. 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
 
 

 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 182       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
 share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion 
this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P Heaven has come near. 
 Come, share in the feast! 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 465          As the Grains of Wheat                           AS THE GRAINS 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the  
  abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
  love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the  
  Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God,  
  bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  
C  Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN   ELW 618          Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer              CWM RHONDDA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                     
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O ther seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”  
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS  
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