KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081
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September 20, 2026 17th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 AM

T Piease stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Amazing Grace arr. Lani Smith
WELCOME

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the

earth.
C Amen.

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *# Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing
gift of grace.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Next Page

* GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.




* GATHERING HYMN ELW 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart MARION
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Re - joice, ye  pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;

With voice as  full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,

1
2
3 With all the an-gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Sull lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.

send forth the  stur - dy hymns of old the psalms of an - cient days.

as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.

pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing!
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Re - joice! Re - joice!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last, the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S187  This is the Feast

Refrain

Q { - i P—
{to— » ” e ” 7 — I I . =
ANEV4 | | | |74 - bl [ & | |
J o f ' b o o
This 1s the feast of vic - t'ry for our God, for the
(9]
P4 | ] | | ] — | |
| | | | | ] |
—g =
- - —
Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.

N .

)4 . |  —— [
F 4% | I | | M, | | | | | |
[ (AW | | | | _ ‘I b] | I—' I AI I [ _J

e e o * sl —

1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be

! I 5 T | I——
aw) N I Y I » » i - I I I I L
pi— | i Iy
NP ! oo 53
peo-ple of God. Pow - er, rich - es, wis - dom,and strength, and
Refrain
b4 ! I I — !
—
4 o o ' I '
hon - or, bless -ing,and glo - ry are his. This is the feast of
0 [r— .
| [r— I I | T | —
R SR s B e ——
) hl o & = j j:
vic-t'ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al -
0 .
)" I T Y
y ] ] I L I N : T
= e S e S, T3 )
J © . - e g v -
le - lu - ia. 2 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
0 . \
b4 ! ] ] ! — I ! - 5
SSsgs—= - ==
. " |
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon - or,
0 .
A I —— I I I | = I oY Y I :
R A A s R R
glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev -er A - men.
Q Final refraiin | |
e e |- : J | —
L \a v A— | i 7 e 7 i | =
J & ' I ' - - -
This is the feast of vic - t'ry for our God, for the
0 .
7 ! ] 1 T  — I T
| [ — I y I I
—_
4 - - -~
Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
(Please be seated)
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Psalm 145:1-8

L Areading from Psalm 145.

' T will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name for ever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you,
and praise your name for ever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.
* One generation shall laud your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
> On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
® The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed,
and I will declare your greatness.
” They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness,
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

L. Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Tt GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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+ GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people
according to what they have earned or deserve.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for
the day, he sent them into his vineyard. * When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, #and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around,
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ” They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.”  When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received
a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received a denarius. ' And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '?
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” ** But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? ' Take what belongs to you and go; I
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. > Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ ° So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Richard Graf
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Loves Me! Next Page
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



+ HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 595

Jesus Loves Me!

JESUS LOVES ME
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

t SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

T OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 182  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER

P God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C Amen.



HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning
to your seats dafter you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our
ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are
available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on
request. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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t PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By
your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.
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BLESSING
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding
of the Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of grace " bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me Next Page
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Postlude on “Jesus Loves Me” arr. James J. Stanley
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SENDING HYMN ELW 623 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me TOPLADY
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