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WELCOME                           
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
C Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, 
 and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God of new beginnings, 
C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We have strayed from your 
 paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your 
 creation.  Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of  love, that 
 we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
 Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
 your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE        by Mary Lu Walker, edited by Pastor David R. Keck, Sr  
 
Advent 2: 
Light the Advent Candle two; 
Think of John the Baptist, who 
Urged preparing of the Way: 
God's salvation seen today! (Refrain) 
 

Refrain: 
Candle, candle, burning bright, 
Shining in the cold winter night; 
Candle, candle, burning bright, 
Fill our hearts with Christ's own light. 
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READING    Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) 
will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold 
are refined.  
 

L A reading from the third chapter of Malachi. 
 

S ee, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time.  You are free to come forward to 
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning 
to your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our 
ushers; or you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are 
available from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary.  However you choose to 
receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION             (Sung) 
C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember the 
 promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we 
 share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of  our bonds of 
 peace around the table of the King. 
 P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds 
 that heal, the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.   
 

Refrain 
C So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our 
 bonds of love around the table of the King. 
 

P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and  remember He 
 drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
 

Refrain                                                                    
C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to 
 follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth.  As we share in His suffering, 
 we proclaim Christ will come again!  And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the 
 table of the King. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P   God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.  

 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for You; The Blood of Christ shed for You. 

 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                               In Christ Alone                                        Keith Getty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ADVENT 2                                                                                                                                                                                                         PAGE 5 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
 Grace.   C     Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE SONG  ELW 264    Prepare the Royal Highway     BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN  
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GREETING 
P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.     C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DAY 
A Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
 coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK 
 

 GOSPEL   Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear 
the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged 
by this coming Lord.  
 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

I n the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5 Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  
                                                

P The Gospel of the Lord     
C Praise to you,  O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                       Pastor John Futterer 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHTS 
GOD WITH US Jason Ingram, Leslie Jordan CCLI Song# 6460237 © 2012 Open Hands Music (admin. By Essential Music Publishing, LLC) 
PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY  Contributors:  Lutheran Book of Worship Text: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress 
IN CHRIST ALONE Keith Getty, Stuart Townend CCLI Song# 3350395 © 2001 Thankyou Music (admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) 
SOON AND VERY SOON  Andrea Crouch CCLI Song# 11249 © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
  is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true 
  God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
  made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our  
  sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On  
  the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  
  heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to  
  judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
  and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has  
  spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the   
  resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples.  We 
 share in this peace of Christ in the Church today.  The peace of the Lord be with  you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
 long for God’s presence.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.  

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 
 the name of Jesus Christ.  
C   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 
 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                        Soon and Very Soon                             Andrae Crouch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 


