KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

April 19, 2026 Third Sunday of Easter
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Abide With Me arr. Christina Harmon

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

C Most merciful God we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In Next Page

7 GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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T GATHERING HYMN ELW 532 Gather Us In GATHER US IN
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of  his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now i1s the day.
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Gath-er wus in, the lost and for -sak - en gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus in  and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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In peace, let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
N
7

F AN

'\S\, 8) o o o o - s o ¢ * o O

and forthe u - ni - ty of  all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
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® CANTICLE OF PRAISE LBW S79 Glory to God
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en- ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor- ship you, we

give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa- ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of theworld; have mer - ¢y on us.
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je- sus Christ, with the Ho- ly Spir-it,
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inthe glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men
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% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open
the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(Please be seated)

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today'’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the
apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made
the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

L Areading from the second chapter of Acts.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 3¢
“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 3> Now when they heard this, they
were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should
we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 3° For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to him.” #° And he testified with many other arguments and
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” * So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

T GOSPEL ACCLAMATION LBW S83

e ]
&= ——FF 2 CE P s
Al - le - lm - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
) 4 - .
AT T 15—
i I o /) [ ~ (8]
g | ——
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - In ia.
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® GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmans answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among
us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

ow on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven

miles from Jerusalem, #and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. 1> While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, 6 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. ! And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. ' Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” ° He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, ?° and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. %2
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23
and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. ?* Some of those who were with us went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 2°> Then he said to
them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! 2 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter
into his glory?” 2’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures. 2 As they came near the village to which they were
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 2° But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay
with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. 3° When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their
sight. 3 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 3*
They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3° Then they
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking
of the bread.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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v HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 629 Abide With Me EVENTIDE
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swifi to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
31 need thy pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy  cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a bide.
earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a way;
what but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow’r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where 1s death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to ry?
heav’'n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of  the help - less, oh, a - bide with me.
O thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
n life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

See Insert

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”

The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.
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T SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

7 OFFERING PRESENTATION LBW 66
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fed with the bread of life. Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u -
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta- ble with your
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Come to the table of new life.

Receive the risen Lord.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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LAMB OF GOD LBW S92 Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
CoMMUNION HYMN  ELW 481 Come to the Table COME TO THE TABLE
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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¥ POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LBW S92 Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re - calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al- le-lu - ia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee Next Page
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Glory to the Risen King George Blake
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T SENDING HYMN ELW 697 Just a Closer Walk with Thee CLOSER WALK
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant 1it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life i1s o’er, time for me will be no more;
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I'll be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.
COPYRIGHTS

COME TO THE TABLE Contributors: Claire Cloninger, Martin J Nystrom © Integrity Music

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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